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Draft Gas Act ready for
Cabinet approval

By Sharier Khan

ting

Regulatory Commission which
would provide gas operators li-
cence, ensure public satety and
punish violators of the Act

After a break of more than a

yvear, the government has come
up
Bangladesh Gas
help expedite long term devel-
opment of gas sector in a com-
petitive environment, fostering
private sector investment, pro-
tecting consumer interest, pre -
venting misuse of momnopoly
power and without affecting en -
vironment,
said.

draft ol
2000 1o

the final

Act

with

sources concerned

The Act would also help set -
up of a pcm'r:riul Gas

It suggests that none should

export or import gas without a
licence granted as per provi-
sions of the Act

It addresses policy and insti-

tutional framework, use of gas
and

technical and saletv stan -

dard etc. It seeks to amend and
consolidate the existing law re-

lating to processing, transmis -
sjon. distribution and supply ol

gas.

The Draft Act would be
|1hu"t*tl before the Cabinet
shortly for approval. the

sources sald

The draft was prepared by
the National Economic
Research Associates (NERA), UK
and Dr Kamal Hossain and
Associates, Bangladesh, under
an Asian l.)ru-%opuwnl Bank
Technical Assistance Project
on "Gas Regulatory Authority
for Bangladesh™.

The Act would reinforce the
government's powers and func-
iimlﬁ in the gdb sector. In order
to maintain a sound gas reserve
management system, the gov-
ernment would monitor that
annual gas extraction does not
exceed 7.5 per cent of the proven

reserve

The government may issue
regulations prohibiting the use
ol Aas AN Sped ilied clirevwme-
stances or by specified con-
sumers. and allocating gas lor
use by specified-end consumers

Ihe Act recommends that
Bangladesh Gas Regulatory
Commission would be formed

comprising a Chairman and
four members. The office bear -
ers would require experience of
at least 15 vears in the fields ol
administration, law, industry,
commerce, engineering etc.

The Commission will be in -
dependent in the exercise ol Its
powers to develop gas sector (o
meet the needs of different re-
gions of the country.

The Act seeks rigorous im-
prisonment for up to live years
or fine or both for theft ol gas
including getting illegal gas
connection, use u!f gas without

metres., making a hole or other
changes in a metre or gas
pipeline and for wasting gas

The Commission would be
tlie authority lor providing gas
transmission, Inuu-uqug, (is -
(ribution and supply licences 1o
persons ot companies, While it
would authorise gas {ransinis -
sion and processing tariff, li-
cencees would have to make
public all rates, charges and
other terms and conditions re -
lating to tarill

The Draft Act says all li-
cencees should ensure that ex-
cept to the extent permitted by
the Commission, there would be
no cross-subsidy among sepa-
ratelv licensed activities or be -
tween customers or classes 8] |
customers

Licencees would also have to
ensure that the prices they
charge for transmission, pro-

See page 11 col 6
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Relatives of Ali Hossain (inset) wailing in front of DMCH morgue. Ali, a police informer,
was gunned down allegedly by misereants hired by phensidyl traders at Agargaon slum in

the city vesterday.

Hasina
arrives

oadshedding level exceeds 500 MW

US to help extract,

process & market

Journalist murder

Court orders

— Star photo

Police informer shot dead

JS goes nto
session
tomorrow

The 19th session of the sev-
enth Jatlya Sangsad begins to -
morrow, reports BSS

Opposition BNP, JP (Ershad)
and Jamaat-e-Islami - which
have been abstaining from the
Sangsad proceedings for over a
yvear, will continue to boycott
the session, opposition sources
said,

The coming session of the
Jatlya Sangsad is expected to
run for two weeks. The 18th
session of the Sangsad was pro-
rogued on July 9 after transact -
ing business for 25 working
days including passage of the
budget for the current fiscal.

Opposition parties joined the
|8th session briefly to abide by
the constitutional hhllﬂﬁlir;i'l
for retaining membership

Rab murder case
transferred to

CID: 2 more held

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Sept 4: Two more
suspects in SMA Rab Murder
Case were arrested today from
a residential hotel at Cox's
Bazar Sadar thana

The arrested were identified
as Javed, 28, of Basupara un-
der Sonadanga thana and
Mushtaque Hossain Billah alias
Shentu of Rajapur under Rup-
sha thana

Inspector Shibli Noman of

Power supply situation for helping recovery of

mineral resources

il] Iq i detective branch of KMP ar-
By Staff Correspondent al'reSt Of 5,01‘ henSid l fI. m S].um rested the two professional i
g v . p y 0 killers. Both of them weére in- '

NEW YORK. Sept 4: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina arrived
here today (Monday) to attend
the UN Millennium Summit be-

volved in the murder of AL §
Mayoral candidate SMA Rab on '
August 11, sald a KMP source

The source said Javed and

US Deputy Secretary for En-
ergy Kelvin Humphrey has said
the United States will help

worsens again

Star Report

attachment of

By Staff Correspondent

ginning September 6.

H"I.‘PUTI S

able to supply up to 2350 MW

Bangladesh extract, process and
market its mineral resources.

their property

Shentu are members of a killing

-
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LN"?I-‘:E Bangladesh Biman air- Iht;'P:t::thrlr:!:fji'i;l?:m-gl:l;;:ﬁ:]d:~l.l The situation is likely to | He was addressing Llh_ chiel From Staff Correspondent _ﬂ. Iu_alu e informer was shot blfl}.'léltlfllr* slum Ph“”. said squad led by terror Golam -
craft carrving Prime Minister | teriorated as three out of six improve {rom September 10 as | guest at the 14th Bangladesh KHULNA, Sept 4: A court of dead by unidentified miscreants o I'E,‘:!' - ”:I““”HI Mowla Shanu I
Sheikh Hasina and her en- | large power plants at Ghorashal WO out of the three Russian (m.lnl'.ll u[_HlH:‘_ﬁ\ﬂ at llwlt‘ his- Jessore ‘B’ circle on Sunday or- |1 front ol Departiment ol ;hl‘l' ”';”I’f"_””{‘ "‘1"' _ “ bt Shanu is one of the most
tourage landed at the John F remained closed for the last one made Ghorashal units-are ex- FDFIL‘1 Mdi!l‘wﬂll Square Garden dered arrest of Hirok, Pagla Environment building _=1| ”] j,“”- : T o i‘“_” "*"”'Jrf*- ‘_Jt wanted criminals in Khulna city ‘
Kennedv Airport at 12 noon lo- week for technical faults, PDB pected to resume operation by in New ‘unrk._ _.u'r_'urnimg “"_ a Selim. Russel and Khachchar Agargaon in the city's P u'nant;\. : mu‘ : Ssource re- and a chargesheeted accused in :
cal time. | sources sald. then message received here yester- Selim or attachment of their Mahammedpur area yesterda) A :ﬁ”“h s b Liton: Murder Saac i
Scores of Awami League Loadshedding level has ex- The three |1];‘mt5 are 210 MW day. | | movable property. Police said, Ali Hossain, 32 | i“l“l it '-f”h*-.r Irf”’ll"‘% ;1:" See page 11 col 7 .
leaders and workers gatl:t:rt-u_! ceeded 500 MW, which is units 3. 4 and 6. Of these, unit 6 In his u.'["ttt:'n speecly, hev are accused in the son of Fakir Chand, was shot ‘ﬂll”“ .‘**“ “1 'H;i* S, .Hll —H*'f. (O l
at the JFK Airport to welcome | roughly more than one sixth of started operation on January Humphrey praised Bangladesh | ;... .121i<t Shamsur Rahman while he was walking in front ":]"_’“ TI“I‘“ : ]’-LI.TH quantity ol
the party chief and Prime Min- | the peak demand for power 31 this year 5 for nurturing democracy and | Murder Case . The court has of DoE building at about 2:30 | "'{ll‘““ b "'t'- "’&-} | & Dengue_: 21 more |
ister of Bangladesh, who will | daily. *Since unit 6 was cominis- for its various (lm'n*_lnlnm'nt ac - Issued .warrants  of arresf pm yesterday 4 Iﬁ 1 S | yrot |a.1 aldur
k address the summit on the In the city, all areas were sioned, it had to be closed four tivities. “Clinton-Gore admin- against them Bhangari Setu and Azad ‘:fi ”“*“l*'”"t '”’ "T”;l|l1*_"1"1-‘1 " "; | hospi - one
opening day in Bangla. now experiencing unusually times due to tec l’_mnul fault, istration has taken up liberal : Inspector Shajahan of CID two miscreants residing at the : :‘I‘ ” -’H ’* ‘;“_*“‘ a police
; \ frequent loadshedding said the official. “"This time, it policy for the overall develop- on August 31 pr'rn'nl - nearbvy BNP Slum. killed Ali inlormer e was working lor djes in I{hu]_na

the
Ahmed, Permanent Represen-
tative to the UN Anwarul Karim
Chowdhury.

Bangladesh Ambassador in

US KM Shehabuddin

Awami

League

also present at the airport

However, when two major rashal 4 need rehabilitation House _{I“””ﬂ the UN Millen- SOUTCe phensidyl at BNP Slum by the _ the Health Directorate said
BNP labour front power transmission lines immediately. Ghorashal units | ninm Summit, which he said Meanwhile. the fourth court Detective Branch of police on _ NO case was “_""' in this Dhaka Medical -f'a='|r" .‘.,_
tnpprj-rj last week., some power and 2 would be rehabilitated will further i:!m'p!np the existing of Additional District and Ses Sunday connection till filing of this re- ’r.{nhlm 1 l.r orted I:n];lfIT .
. 0% = - - " . 3 . T - - r i + - . " - - = . ~ < . i E ) a5 i t i o §) il i | | £
ﬂ]ma:terls tO plal,”"" were also affected. Now soon. “Experts from Russia are relationship between the (wo | giong Judge Rabiul Hasan Ali might have been Kkilled | r:‘] PR seven while ]\hnurl] Hospital
against a peak demand of 2700 already here to repair the | countries granted more time to top terror by the gang for informing police Veanwhile, Momim Uddin | pital

to 2800 MW ower. PDB ~ ATe o , R R A g ey : < ad
paralyse Ctng 0 2800 MW of power, FDB Is plauts.” one source said See page 11 col 7 Asaduzzaman Litu to appear about huge quantity of phen - See page 11 col 6 BIRDEM reported admitting
'CHITTAGONG, Sept 4: An before the court on October | one fresh case, Bangladesh
th]l was HI]I}I]F"H{‘d T{' fi!j]'l-'-lr {-]n B T e "l.]"til'l J} ( .,H,_Jiir IL:”:l:i "\.11 nwara

opposition-backed trade union
threatened to paralyse the sea -
port if the date for the post-
poned CBA elections was not
announced by September 19,
reports UNB

[t was announced at a rally
of the port unit of Jativatabadi
Sramik Dal, the labour front ol
BNP

|

“The situation was tolerable
a few days back,” commented
an offickal ot PDB. "There were
days a few weeks ago when there

remmained below 200 MW,

had to be closed due to leakage
of hydrogen In the plant. Unit 4
also developed the same prob-
lem.”

including Raozan | and Gho-

Strike at garment
factories Sept 11

By Staff Correspondent

September 11 demanding im-

ment of Bangladesh.” he added

Bangladeshis, he called upon
them to be united to work for

Praising role of expalriate

Hasina will meet at the White

Nude paintings
withdrawn
from Indian
nat’l gallery

NEW DELHI, Sept 4: Indian

court for P&A order as 10 of
the case.
Jessore Kotwall thana re-

ceived the P&A order on Sun-

KMP received it today, said a

Sunday in connection with BNP
leader Bablu Murder Case. He
is also one of the accused in
Journalist Shamsur Rahman
Murder Case

JP (M-M) extended

meeting on
Friday, Saturday

said a police source

He was rushed to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital in a
critical condition

doctor at the DMCH de-

:]|1-=1 to recoverv of over 13.000

The attend -

both Mohammedpur police and
the DB

Mohammedpur police said
All was a police source and he
worked for them

vear old son Shaon

HSC result scam

Accused challenges
probe report

y Staff Correspondent

Twentv-one more
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of months, loadshedding level tinue. A number of power plants | and Prime Minister Shelkh | yeoqoarters the same day The killing of Ali was a st t:rnlltlu-r_n and four Hi*ﬂ'ri"ra ; H]:- o righie clloich yealeatit
r 1 ' was father ol a one and a nail ' : AILS ) i

The central control room at

one each, Central
Green Road and

Inml-l[iil*«
hospital at

| Samarita Hospital two and one

patients respectively, Al-Razi
Hospital one Red Crescent Holy
Family Hospital four, and Ibne
Sina clinic reported admitting
two patients

Meanwhile, the control also
reported death of a ten year old

General Secretary of the unit | T .- A -

Nurulla Bahar I_.;‘._*“[_:_.(j the warn - B““g],.i desh Garinents deinands in 1997, but it did not artists have “Ithdrd“”_ their ’ t.; Py o g | G E-”] Shefali Khatun at Khulna
ings fromn the gathering in front | Sramik Oikya Parishad, a implement those g‘rlr]h.'.“’ f:_”t.“ ”;l .t'}ﬂfl_h,'““:: 74 By Staff Co 1£=.-ptmdvnt Bv Staff Correspondent Medical College Hospital yes-
See page 11 col 7 combine of 10 organisations of The four-point demand ac- | ~¢H0S | '”,If_‘f:" Gallery of Mod- As part ol preparation flor Ay 4 o) At | terday. Besides, six more people
; garment workers has called a cepted by the BGMEA through ern Art (NGMA) after the gov- | the next general election, the | were admitted to Khulna Sadar
: day-long strike in all garments an agreement are issuance of i‘rnt.nf-ul ordered l!n‘ ff‘lllf?k':ll of | Jativa Party (M-M) will hold a Former deputy controller of Rahman. who is now Deputy Hospital yesterday with 1the

—I_rlslde Today units across the country on appointmeni letters, identity 3 I‘*“”'H‘[i - a -\“_”“ ]‘-_‘””“ two-day extended meeting ol itS | examinations of Chittagong Director of Primary Education dengue fever

card, service book and wage slip atop the Ashoka pillar - a na- central committee in the cify on | Board Md Mujibur Rahman Dhaka Division, alleged that B
oral murder:

plementation of their various

to all workers, illl]lli‘lllt‘lll;ilHfrll

tional symbol, reports AFP

Fridav-Saturday

who was charged with involve-

Hossain with the help of his
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EI‘Shad and agreement signed with the g weeKkiy HoOLCAYS, and trade _ i WAL . ind district committees and | headed by Prof Ahmed Hossain a probe committee and made | BAGERHAT. Sept 4: Police .
BGMEA. declaration of mini- union right of all garment state today of stifling artistic front organisations about par- Two students of Chittagong charges against him | st -j. -nt 3 t in '
' B nkl'u t f mum national wage, enhance - workers ireedom ty's strategy lor the next par- ) - A L \ ! ‘.”“ SUGA - ATIOLAGE SIS = F
J a p Cy 0O B : Al : - > - ' Cantonment Public School and | Advocate Kalidas Boral Kkilling
s ment of salary of garment The Parishad would hold a | cannot understand how | liamentary polls. College secured first and eigh 'he then Board authorities from Harin Khal ! |~1 tl -
- "L Ty ; ' : : . . ( r pai 7 Of > - abP - . - : : . &41° _ rlar : area | e
AL'BNP POlltICS workers, Tk two lakh compen- grand rally at Muktangon on | My p inting of the Ashoka Pillar They said the party is stll | oo 1y positions in the HS5C ex- declared that probe report null town today, reports UNB

Column: Heart of The

Eleventh instalment
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Business

BB detects irregulari-

sation for the family of each
victimm of fire incident at Globe

September 8 and bring out pro -
cesslons in Dhaka,

SAARC summit unlikely
for Indo-Pak tension

with the Greek mythological
character Icarus standing on

Protesters lay
siege to Ctg
WASA bldg

thinking of contesting the elec-
tion alone and fielding candi-

aminations of 1998 by fraudu-
lent means with the help ol a

and void and formed a second
pruhr committee. which found

Police began interrogation
and said they might get impor -
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Shavamol Mondal of Garibpur

Land g

rabbers feast on dying

ers of the Parishad said that the Rahman and presidinm mem- | RV Vaidyanatha Ayyar pulled | candidates for the election N : e .. framed charges against him ; ;
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g b ing four-out of the five point See page 11 00} B A8 ! man said cently in connection with the

COmmISSlon: ; ' See page 11 col B See page 11 col B iner through illegal means ' : Killing of Advocate Boral
Some Relevant — | s
Extract FM of host Nepal s: isi
S Ol host INepal says Water crisis

Katakhali in Sirajganj

1o s KATHMANDU, Sept 4; General Assembly beginning | n o f g
ties in 2 foreign co R een “H“‘I‘ and  next week in New York From Our Correspondent
At ; ' o CHITTAGONG, Se 5] - T N il : Y iraioani
operations Pakistan make it unlikely the When these things are not HITTAGONG, Sept 4: Res| By Morshed Ali Khan and Shaikh Nazrul Islam, back from Sirajgan)
long-deferred summit of seven happening it is extremely diffi- dents ol three areas ol the city : o) .
SE Te : _ : saal t ay wher S » | today laid a siege 1o the WAS/
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Paﬂes 6&7 Prasad Bastola said eports for an official visit to Norway supply to their areas through the district town, |{s embankment was bulilt, the au- }HHI*~I s and textiles are tran When contacted. the Deputy
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Sun Rises Sun Sels Fhe 11th summit of the . - WP el S L custodian. the district adminis-  alive. And there has never been Meanwhile, the eight km admitted the importance _"I
- South Aslan Assoclation for Under the SAARC charter | Dhanlalapara areas brought | d _ ; . iy g \ le the Katakhali canal but said that
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on
.

last November, but was post-

presence of all seven members
Latinched in 1985 to promote

See gpge 11 col 6

Dampara. They stayed there

Hashem Sharlf Sardar

large cargo vessels and country

Gajendranath Mondal, an el-

South and the Hurashagor rives

They have not only ex-

bers

encroachments and revive the

Prayer Tlmlngs i i“;h."““ﬂ:ﬂ. at Indias g, ."¢cconomic development of | for an hour and chanted slo- | boats plied In the canal, con- on the North tended their possession in the canal. he said
request alter a 1In lary co ) . 2 . i 1 y Fils . d . ;e
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