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Mia Hamm

(US star female footballer)

“There's always another
level to reach. I'm not bored
with this. I'm going to play as
long as I can.”

MSI sports
HiZZ KID

Competition-135

b/ Tick the Correct Answers

Post to e Dhily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
Sept 8, 2000 and draw
shortly afterwards

1 | Who scored the first hattrick
in this year's Fed Cup
football?

Ritu Tanveer
2 | Who is Pakistan's cricket
team captain?

Kanchan

Main

Wasim Wagar

Who is the captain of
Bangladesh cricket team?
Aminul

Amir Akram

4 | Whowon the AB Bank Men's
TT title?

Armanitola

w

Naimur

Biman f Mariners
Who was voted Germany's
footballer-of-the-year in 20007

otn

Sammer Reuter
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Ticket sales -
worry SOCOG

SYDNXNEY. Sept 3: Michael
Knight said Sundav that
Olvinpic organisers are 60 niil-
lion US dollar short on tickes
sales and that Sydunev's rail
system remains their biggest
concern less than two weeks
from the start of the Games. re-
ports AP

But the Olympics minister
and organising committee head
said a surge in ticket sales in re-
cent davs had convinced hiim
the target would be met

1m pretty confident,’
Knight told the seven television
network's Sunday Sunrise pro-
gramme. “Ticket sales have re
ally ignited since the (Olvmpic
to rich got into New Soutl
Wales.”

Knight said there were mai
alter native forms of transport
including buses and ferries, but
rail would carry the majority ol
the 500.000 people expected 1o
visit Olvinpic Park each day
during the Sept. 15 to Oct. |
Gaines

“There's obviously a
about the rail system,”
said. :

WOrry
Knight

Bul Le said the government
Was conlident newh appointed
rail head Ron Christie wonld e
able to ke« thie trains o iy

“We it Ronr in 1o try and

hholidl that system H_lgt'lhf'r I
AllNONE Call it's Ron Chrisite,”
lie said

“But 1 should tell yvou. no
niatter how well the transport
systenm works - even if there's
no derailments, no holdups. ev -
ery train runs on time - it will
still be a very difficult experi-
ence. lThere will be big queues,
there will be crowded trains.”

Kunight sald transport was
clearly the biggest challenge for
any Olymplce city, but he said he
had complete faith il those re -
sponsible for security at the
Cames. _

“I'm pretty confident they'll
do things that give us a good
atmosphere but a lot of safety,”
he sald. '

“Of course,” generally in the
period of the Games, we have to
do things that are different to
how the city functions nor-
mally.

“There's more securitv. it's
harder to move around. there
are a whole range of inconye-
niences, but you've got to setl
that off against this once in a
lifetine opportunity,”
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3-0 win against
Muslim Friends
their opening National Bank

Premier Division football lea-
gue engagement at the Banga-

' IM Vijavan scored

a superb hattrick
v 1o propel title as-
pirants Mukti-
joddha Sangsad
Krira Chakra to a
Rahmatgan|
Society In

bandhu National Stadium
yesterday.

" After a barren first half,
Vijayan, playing his second

match for the all-reds, scored
all the goals within a span of 32
minutes as the 1997 champions
sot off to a solid start after their
ﬁlillll’t’ in the recently con-
cluded Federation Cup,

The star India national for-
ward, who failed to live up to
his reputation in his first ap-
pearance for Muktijoddha
where they lost to Abahani 1-2
in the semifinal, got into his
usual stride at the right mo-
ment. Throughout the first ses-

Sports Reporter

ous counterparts, raising some
realistic chances of an upset.
Fielding as many as four
pool players, the old towners
|1I;1}.'IT(H like a cohesive force and
created couple of easy chances
to go ahead in the first 45 min -
utes. National midfielder
Anwar, operating through the
right wing, frequently tor-
mented the Muktijoddha de-
fence and also sent In as many
as three ominous crosses inside
the danger area. But everything

wernllt in vain because of poor
marksmanship.
On the other hand., Mukltis

could create only one chance in
the first session when Asif sel
Vijayan up at the right corner of
the box. But his blistering shot
ricocheted off the crossplece
The lethal Indian strike:
however eventually broke the
evening's duck three minutes
into the second half, heading
home a Hasan Al-Mamun cross
from the right side. He then
doubled the margin three min -

sion. the spirited guvs of utes later with vet another
Rahmatgan| }{‘allglll neck and header from a goal mouth
neck with their much illustri- scramble

2

Action from the Premier Division Football League match

between Brothers Union

Bangabandhu Stadium yesterday

Arambagh at the
—Star photo

and

Vijayan strikes for Muktis

Vijavan completed his treble
(i the 80th minute with placin
shot Into the net after nationa
winger Sourav Raju (substitute)
(edd im a brilliant cross from
right side.

Yellow cards: Mansoor All
and Jalaluddin (Rahmatgan)

TEAMS
Muktijoddha Sangsad:
Aminul, Hasan Al-Mamun,

Rajani, Prodeep, Masood Rana,
Tushar, Shamsher (Mintu),
Asil, Vijayan, Farhad (Sourav
Raju) and Johny (Liton)
Rahmatganj MFS: Milan,
Mansoor All, Din Mohammad,
Kingshuk, Apu. Anwar,
Shamim, Igbal, Jalaluddin
(Azim). Tipn {Ranjan) and Monl
Relerce: Shetkh Badruddin
Brothers Union -1

Arambagh -0

In the day's lirst match, a
first half strike by Nepalese
midlielder Balgopal h‘”lllil{ﬂll
helped Brothers Union Club
post a solitary goal win over
Federation Cup semifinalists
Arambagh Krira Sangha.

Balgopal, one of the three
Nepalese national team foot-
ballers playing f{for the
Gopibagh outfit, scored the all
important goal four minutes
into the first half. His powerful
left-footer from the top ol the
box deflected into the net after
kissing the inner side of the far
post. Forwards Hari Khadka
and Basanta Thapa are the
other Nepalese booters of
Brothers.

Apart from the goal,
Brothers, who had to play rele -
gation play-offs last year and
linished seventh, had been on
the receiving end most of the
tnnes.

Arambagh played far better
football emcrrmatecl as many as
four good chances.

TODAY'S MATCHES

Premier Division

Badda Jagarani Vv
Farashganj SC (6 pm)

First Division

Shauntinagar Club v Agrani
Bank (4 pm)

(Venue: Bangabandhn
National Stadium)
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A diving IM Vijayan (C), Muktijoddha Sangsad’s Indian striker, heading home his second of \thre"e goals against
Rahmatganj in their National Bank Premier Division Football League fixture at the Bangabandhu Stadium yesterday.

' - u-4 : ~ . L* . I b & O BN
..... P—........:....."..u-u.u.............-_iﬁ ?_ WI h-aVe tou Sc
' 3

LONDON, Sept 3

Internet report):

\lhike Atherton hit

a century to al-

1Most guaraitee

England a series
Wit or the West Indies as the
Lyonne sicdle set the visitors 373 to
vin the fifth Test.

Only two sides in history
lhave scored more in the fourth
innings to win a Test match.

The obdurate opener was the
last wicket to fall to Courtney
Walsh for 108 as England were
dismissed for 217.

The Oval crowd rose to hon-
onr Atherton's 15th Test cen-
tury but not long after Walsh
had him caught behind chasing
a wide ball outside off stump.

It was a typically stubborn
innings from the Land ashire
opener and it was fitting that
Walsh, who had posed problems
all day, finally claimed the
former England captain's
wicket.

As Walsh, who finished with
four wickets, and Curtly
Ambrose left the field The Oval

crowd rose as one to salute the
champion fast bowlers

It was the final time either
would play in a Test match in
England and the last ever Test
for Ambrose. Walsh has yet 1o
decide his future

Walsh had offered West
Indies a small glimmer of hope
to remove (wo England batsmen
in the space of three balls in the
alterimoon session.

Walsh snared Michael
Vaughan and Graeme Hick in
the space of three balls to reduce
England to 139 for six

But Craig White and
Atherton stopped the slide be-

fore White was run out for 18
just before tea
Dominic Cork came in to

take England to 207 belore the
Derbyshire all-rounder fell Ibw
to Nixon McLean for the second
time in the match.

McLean then had Andy
Caddick caught behind as West

Indies claimed two wickets in
the samne over.
Walsh had earlier done the

sanie when he got one to seam

€ 4 mountain

back into Vaughan's
have him Ibw

He then got a delivery to
move away and take the edge of
Hick's bat who guided it to
Sherwin Campbell at second
Slip.

[t was Walsh who claimed
the first wicket to fall when he
enticed Graham Thorpe to at-
tempt a hook but he only suc-
ceeded in paddling the ball
around the corner to Griffith at
backward square leg.

The left-hander went for 10
without England adding to their
overnight score.

Walsh was a constant threat
and in one over hacd a confident
shout for Ibw against Atherton
and then went on to beat him
outside off stump with the nexi
three balls.

Atherton lost partner Alec
Stewart after lunch to a ball
that bounced more than ex-
pected from Mahendra Naga-
INoOoLo0,

The

pads to

leg-spinner drew

See page 9

LONDON. Sepl I
internet report)
'f_'['.ll:{_{ White ad-
mitted that be-
coming the first
owler in Test
Mare i history 1o remove Brian
Lara for a golden duck had left
him feeling "awesome”.

The Yorkshire paceman
ciaimed his best Test figures of
5 for 32 as England skittled out
the West Indies for a modest
125, but it was the scalp of Lara
which left White glowing with
iHHit'

IS a great fed Illl;_! 1o seir 1y
back ol Brian Lara. It's deli-
nitely v best moment in Test
cricket I haven't had many
reallyv.” he said.

Lara had never walked first
ball in 70 previous Test AT -
ances, but White clafimed it wiis

a planned attack by England
which ended that proud record.

‘We knew he was going to get
a long way across — he had been
out a number of times leaving
the ball this sumimer,” White
sald.

He added: "I thought if [ could
get one up there straightish, |
might knock his leg stump out,

I didn't quite knock it out,
but I knocked it back a bit, |t
was a good plan and it came to-
gether
- "l was ecstatic, actually, |
could not believe it when it
happened,” admitted White,
who only took up fast bowling
in his 20s r previously
|||-H'“I]f_1 (l”*.‘ﬁ]l“l

| hope people will realise |
a1 a fast bowler. | have always

bowled at that speed and people
are beginning to realise that,

| Oval Test on September 2.

England pace bowler Craig White (C) exulls after getting
through Brian Lara's (L) defences on the third day of The

—Internet photo

A historic wicket

said White., whose fastest deljv-
ery was clocked at 89.3mph on
the speedgun.

I knew | could bowl fast — as
last as anyone in the werld on
my day. Taking wickets makes
vour confidence rise and yvou
start bowling quicker and
quicker

I only started bowling fast
when I was 22 or 23 — | bowled
oll-spin before — and it has
taken a time for the body to gef
used to it. Now my body knows
what it can and can't do.”

White's second five-wicket
haul of the series helped Eng-
land Into a commanding posi-

tion, but West Indies coach
Roger Harper refuses to accept
the game — or the series — |s
Oover.

Where there is life there is
hope. England are 212 ahead
and there are still two davs
lelt.” Harper said ‘

“With ample time, we will
have to look at something like
la target of) 300-320, It's the
same plizvers who made ove
400 in the second Innings at Old

Fralord, so | hanve 1o think we
are capable of doing it.”

I'he West ladies first innings
would  suggest otherwise
however, and Harper admitted:
‘I think we have forgotten how
1O put a score together.

‘I think most of it is mental
more than anything, but this is
our last chance — the time when
we have to throw all our (nhibi-
tions away and go out there and

simply get the job done."
LARA'S FIVE DUCKS

1992 v Australia — 12 balls
1994 v India — 4 halls
1995 v Australla — 6 balls
1997 v Sri Lanka — 6 balls
2000 v England — 1 ball

- makers.

Muslim Inst
clinch first
tie-breaker

Sports Reporter

Muslim Institute became the
first teamn to win through tie-
breaker system in the National
Bank First Division football
league vesterday.

Their regulation 90-minute
encounter against BRTC ended

in a 1-1 draw at the Sher-e-
Bangla National Stadium in
Mirpur.

The winners converted four
spot Kicks while the transport
sicdle managed to beat the keeper
three times.

Earlier., Prantik Krira
Chakra defeated Wari Club 1-0.
Shipon scored the decider in the
25th minute,

The old-town club earned a
penalty in the eighth minute.
But Harun sent the bal over the
Cross piece.

Delta hockey
resumes today

Sports Reporter

The Return leg of the Green
Delta Senior Division hockey
league begins at the Maulana
Bhasani Stadium at 2:15 pm to-
day with Bachelors Club taking
on Victoria Sporting Club in a
First Division mmcﬁ_

In the Premier Division fix-
ture. relegation threatened Ajax
Sporting Club will face Azad
Sporting Club at 4 pm.

In the first round, Ajax have

earned only one point from
their eight matches while Azad
four points fromm as many

matches.

Holders Mohamnedan
Sporting Club, who will face
Sonali Bank in their first
match on Wednesday, have fin -
ished the first round with an
all-win record, having earned
highest 24 points. Their arch -
rivals Abahani trailing them
with 17 points

Women's b'ball

Sports Reporter

Mariner Young's Club recor -
ded a 31-17 win over Scho-
lastica in one of the two
Rabbani Sports Women's Bas-
ketball Tournament matches
played at the Dhanmondi
gymnasium yesterday

The winners led the lirst

half 17-7.

For AMarine Shantiana
caged in hoghie st 12 times lol-
lowed by Shilja basketted
S0Vl .

In the other match of the

day, Panthers Club beat Green
Herald by 15-8.

Reefat scored highest 8 times
for Panthers.

Panthers will meet Mariner
in today's first match while the
second match will be played be -
tween Sunbeams and
Scholastica,

New British
law works?

LONDON, Sept 3: England's
lotorious band of travelling
fans for once failed to mar their
leam's international friendly
played against France in Paris,
reports AFP.

Only a few minor incidents
were reported in the French
capital on Saturday — largely
due to new and controversial
legislation by the British gov-
ernment to combat hooligans.

English supporters calmly
headed home late Sunday
morning, following the 1-1
draw, police told this news
agency, despite a group of more
than a dozen En l'bfauld fans be-
ing arrested on Saturday night
on vandalism charges.

For ‘the first time, British
police had taken strict mea-
sures (o prevent hooligans leav-

ing the country by revoking
passports ol known ftrouble-

A White Elephant

of a Poor Country

Do you have any observation regarding sports and its man-
agement in Bangladesh? Do you feel certain issues need to be ad -
dressed before time runs out? Then. hurry up and send us your
burning questions, critical views and thoughtful suggestions not
in excess of 400 words. You may be the next contributor of our
Jjust introduced READERS' ZONE. '

--Sports Editor

The Mirpur National
Stadium no doubt stands out as
an Achilles” heel in our sports
arena despite the fact that the
foreign football teams that had
played in this ground had rec -
ommended it as .an excellent
football venue having all neces -
sary facilities.

But then, one wonders why
the grass of this ground remains
untrimmed all round the year.
The dews on the charming lush
green ground at times appear to
be the tears stemming from
years of indifference and double
standards by the football
organisers.

What the nation has got is a
white elephant for which tax-
payers are paying for nothing.
There is no denying that there
may be problems as regards the
stadium or organising games
here, for that matter, but are the
problems beyond solution? The
answer is anybody’s puess.

Sincere efforts on the part of
the event organisers as well as
the game's governing body in
the country can easily solve any
problem that may crop up. They
ought to find out ways to attract
spectators to this charming
bowl. If an international foot -
ball meet were to take place at
this venue right now, would the
galleries remain empty? No
way. The spectators are always
eager to watch a game, or
broadly speaking, tournaments
at Mirpur Stadium.
Nonetheless, unfortunately for
them. it’s the organisers who
have to be convinced?

If the local MP can. organise
a huge "‘anti-hartal® procession
of hundreds of people, can he
not gather spectators in the
gronnd, if that was the case? Il
woe move in the right direction
heeping the national interest
above everything, | strongly be-

lieve our hard-earned money
that were paying for it will not
go down the drain.

Dhaka Stadium or the
Bangabandhu National
Stadium has been a cricket

venue, for it was built as Test
match 'wvenue

BNS are of international stan-
dard, evident in the fact that
scores of international and
domestic cricket tournaments
have been played here. The BNS
has been of immense help in
our long march for a place
among the cricketing elite

Naturally. we are in need of a
stadinm exclusively for cricket
now that we have achieved the
Test tag.

There have been much bick-
ering between the Bangladesh
Football Federation and the
Bangladesh Cricket Board over
the right to hold matches at
BNS. But there is a simple solu -
tion to the problem — what if
football matches are regularly
held at Mirpur Stadium and
cricket matches at BNS. After
all, it's cricket and only cricket
that has brought the nation the
name.

We have very poor economy
where it is difficult for most of
the people to enjoy basic rights
such as food, cloths and shelter.
Still, we have contributed to the
development of Mirpur sta-
dium. Now, it is up to people
conceruaed to make sure that the
staggering amount of money be -
ing spent for the stadium does
get us something at the end of
the day.

Who Knows it might well
save the dying game in our
country — fnmbalt perhaps the
greatest of games!

--Manzur Quader Azad. G0,
RK Mission Road. Dhaka-1203

—Star photo

durlni ‘1he |
Pakistan period.-The wickels o

ICC assistance
for Bangladesh

KARACHI. Sept 3: Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC)
will organise from next week a
series of specialised training
courses in Bangladesh to be at-
tended by former Pakistani. In-
dian and Sri Lankan stars, offi-
cials said on Sunday.

“We have named it fast track
programme. It s being organ-
ised to raise the standards of
cricket in Bangladesh.” Nasim-
ul-Ghani, ICC manager for the
Asian region told AFP.

Former leg-spinner Bishen
Bedi and wicketkeeper Kiran
More of India. fast bowler Sar-
fraz Nawaz and all-rounder
Mushtaq Mohammad of Pak-
istan, and batsman Roshan
Mahanama of Sri Lanka will
participate in the coaching ses-
sions starting from Tuesday,
Ghams said.! .1 o0 11 1a00]

"These courses will be held
in different cricketing centres
of Bangladesh and each pro-
gramme will last five days,” he
said.

ICC granted Test status to
Bangladesh in June.

The programme has been or-
ganised with the cooperation of
the Bangladeshi government.

Bangladesh become the 10th
member of the ICC but has so
far not played a Test against
any country.

DRU Sports

Sports Reporter

¥ i

Badrul Alam Khokon of the
Daily Probhat and MM Kaiser
of the Daily Manabjamin
reached the badminton final of
Dhaka Reporters Unity (DRU)
annual sports yesterday.

In the semifinals, Khokon
came from behind to eliminate
Azad Hossain Sumon of the
Ajker Kagoj 3-15, 15-13, 15-14
while Kaiser recorded a 11-15,
15-6, 15-2 win over Zakaria
Hossain of the Banglar Bani.

In the doubles, Abul Baki of
the Dinkal and Mahiuddin
Palash reached the quarterfi-
nals with a 15-5, 15-5 win over
Sheikh Enamul Haque of the
Sangram and Zakir Hossain of
the Bangabani.

Both the singles and doubles
final will be held today.

Meanwhile, the chess comn-
petition will start at the DRU
office in Shegun Bagicha at 11
am today.
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