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Vested property to be returned
to original owners

Cabinet forms committee to formulate draft law

The Cabinet vesterday de-
cided in principle to return
vested property to their original
owners after long 35 years of
state acquisition, reports UNB.

A regular meeting of the
Cabinet with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in the chalr
took the major decision and
formed a Cabinet Committee to
formulate a draft law for
restoration of ownership of the

_vested property,

Officfals told UNB that the
five-member committee |s
headed by Law Minister Abdul
Matin Khasru. It comprises
State Ministers for Land
Rushed Mosharral, Planning
Dr Mahiuddin Alamgir,
Primary Education Satish
Chandra Roy and Advocate
Rahmat Alf MP.

A “Bill on the proposed law
may not be possible to be placecl
in parliament in its coming
session.” one source said.
Parllament sits in its autumn
session on September 6.

The government degision

will pave the way for the owners
or thelr successors (0 re-possess
more than six lakh acres. of
land listed as vested property,
now occupled by elther govern -
ment or other people through
lrasln%.

In 1965, the Pakistan gov-
ernment had declared the prop-
erty of those who left the coun-
try as “enemy property”. Four
years later, the then govern-
ment promulgated an ordi-
nance to this effect.

Following the Indo-Pak war
in 1965, a large number ol peo -
ple of Hindu comumunity left the
country for India. Some of them
returned later while some were
still living there permanently.

Later In 1974, - the
Bangladesh government
amended the 1969 Enemy
Property Ordinance Into
“Vested Property Act™. This
time, the landed property ol
Biharis who opted for Pakistan
also gol saine status.

Despite demand for return of
the assets, no government took

the onerous responsibility ol
handing over property worth
billions of taka to thefr original
OWIIErs.

BSS adds; Political leaders
and representatives of the
Hindu community in their in-
stant reactions welcomed the

overnment deeision. saying
ﬁ-‘nws like vested or enemy prop -
erty acts were gross violation of
human rights

A recent study showed that
as high as 10 lakh Bangladeshi
Hindu families or 50 lakh
members of the community
were affected by the law, Chiel
of the study team and General
Secretary ol Bangladesh
Economic Association Dr Abul
Barakat said 95 per cent of the
Hindus. whose properties were
conflscated. were staving in the
country. Only live per cenl
Hindus left home for ludia
during the 1965 war

The main opposition party,
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) is vet to announce Iits
stand on the Vested Property

Act lssue but several opposition
lawimakers personally sald the
bad law should be scrapped.

Former speaker and BNP
lawmaker Shailkh Razzak All,
also a member of the
ParHlamentary Committee on
Vested Property, pralsed the
g[H't‘l’l]lIlt‘l” decision to fUI'II.'I ol
Cabinet committee to examine
and draft a law on the return of
the property but warned any de -
cision Iin haste might spark
disputes and complications

He said mistakes were coi -
mitted in enlisting properties
as enemy or vested property.
while in many other cases,
properties were listed as eneimny
property which were earlier
sold to Muslims by the original
ilindu owners.

Hindu community
and Awami League
Committee member Advocate
Shiudhanshu Shekhor Haldar
hailed the government liitia-
tive. h;n.'ingi it responded to a

long cherished demand of mi-
See page 11 col 6
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It's been nearly a month since Loharpool,
dismantled. A new bridge was to be built ne
everyday are legion, as school- and office-goers h

ave to go round the broken bridge.

the steel structure connecting Sutrapur and Gandaria in the city, was
ar the old one, but it is still far from reality. Meantime, the hours lost

— Star photo

PM to address
UN Millennium
Summit Sept 6

By Diplomatic Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will address the United
Nations Millennlum Summit
on September 6.

The Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister will be the third speaker
on the opening day of the three-
day Summit, expected to be at-
tended by 115 heads of state or
government.

She will
speech at the Special Security
Council Summit on September
7.

The Prime Minister left

» for New York late last
night to attend the Millennium
Sumimit at the head of a 50-

. strong delegation. The core en-

tourage however, includes State
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Abul Hasan Chowdhury, For-

See page 11 enl 6

Gen Imam
asked to

retmre

By Special Correspondent

Major General hnamu -
zzainan, Bir Bikram . General
Officer Commanding (GOC) of

11 Infantry Division based in
Bogra. has been asked to go on
retirement from September 6.
sources at the Army Head-
quarters said yesterday.

The sources sald General
Imam, a valiant ([reedom
fighter and a hero of Belunia

battle, will complete 30 years of

service on September 5. He had
scope for another seven years of
active service.

Earlier, Gen Imam was con -
fined for 16 days at the
Combined Military Hospital in
Dhaka although he was not {ll
and asked to seek retirement.

He was called to Dhaka follow-

ing an incident In Bogra on
August 15 when he reprimnanded
a junior officer for flouting his
orders, the sources pointed out.

See page 11 col 6
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Ministry
stormy ol
| Chief of Army Staff Lt General
Mustafizur Rahman refused to

also deliver a |

had .agreed to
ments of the trial to the sub-
committee on defence ministry.

but it did not do so.

Stormy debate at JS body meeting

The Parliamentary, Stan-
Cominittee on Defence
witnessed another
debate vesterday as

ve anyv Information on the

trail of those who had allegedly
plotted the killing of president
Ziaur Rahman.

Earlier, the defence ministry
give all docu-

The ministry said. It
ive the documents” to
tanding Committee.

However, the sub-committee

may

the

By Inam Ahmed

castigated the defence minisitry
yesterday, saying that the sub -
committee is a part of the main
committee and there is no rea -
son not to give documerits to it

At this point, the Chiel ol
Army Staff sald the rule does
not permit providing such doc-
uments to anyone. “This is a
matter relating to security and
we are not compelled to show
the documents to anyone,” the
Chief of Army Staff was quoted
to have said in the meeting.

This angered the lawmakers
and one ruling party member
wanted to know whether there
{s martial law in the country
now.

Army Chief refuses to hand over
trial documents on Zia murder

‘Is yvour observation sup-
ported by any law? one men-
ber wanted to know.

The members reminded the
army chief that under Article
76 (3) (2) of the Constitution, the
Standing Committee can recall
any document and refusal to
give such documents is tanta-
mount to violation of the
Constitution.

According to Article
62(1)c)(d) of the Constitution.
the appointment of the Chief of
Army Staff and salaries and al-
lowances as well as disciplinary
aird other matters relating (o
these services are controlled by

See page 11 col 3
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A lifebuoy for potters & weavers

BNP Chalirperson Khaleda
Zia vesterday vowed to form a
nationalist, democratic gov-
erminent after the ensuing gen-
eral election and reintroduce
the politics of production and
development for the welfare of
the nation.

“Let’s take today the oath to
free the country fromn the auto-
cratic rule of Awami League and
form a nationalist government
to establish multi-party democ-
racv and rule of law ensure se-
curity ol the people,”™ she said
while addressing a brief rally
prior to leading a procession at

By Staff Correspondent

Paltan Maidan in the after-
NOo0Il.

Khaleda said it was late
President Ziaur Rahman who

had initiated production-ori-
ented politics in the country
and ensured welfare of the poor
people of the country.

“Zia not only had ensured
development of the country and
welfare of the nation, but he
also placed Bangladesh in a
dignified position in the world
comity by making the country
self-reliant.”

On the concluding day of
three-day programmes mark-

AL has once again proved
its incompetence: Khaleda

ing the 22nd founding anniver-
sary of the Bangladesh Natioil-
alist Party, the main opposi-
tion party took out a colourful
procession that paraded differ-
ent city streets.

Thousands of leaders and ac-
tivists of the BNP and its front
organisations took part in the
big procession carrying colour-
ful banners. festoons, placards
balloon. miniature national
and party flags, and portraits of
Ziaur Rahman and Khaleda
Zia

People started gathering at

oee page |1 col 4

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia (in the white jeep) leads a colourful procession in the citv
yesterday marking the 22nd founding anniversary of the party.

— Star photo

cancellation
of JS seat

By Stafl Correspondent

Former president and Jatiya
party Chairmman HM Ershad
yvesterday filed a writ petition

with the High Court challenging |

a notification of the Parlia -
iment Secretariat cancelling his
parliament membership [fo-
llowing conviction in a
corruption case.

A Vacation Bench compris-
ing Justice Mohammad Hami -
dul Huq and Justice S K Sinha
will hear the writ on Tuesday.

Soon after the writ was filed
at about 10:30 am, Attorney
General Mahmudul Islam ap -
peared before the court and
praved for two days' time
complainant did not oppose

Barrister Raliqul Huq and

Seema's death in
Ctg jail: Case
against 15

From Our Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Hl'!.‘rt 3: A case
was filed today against 15 peo-
ple including the then SP
jailor, jail supers, civil surgeon,
and 10s in connection with the
death of Seema Chowdhury
more than 3 vears ago in the
Chittagong Jail
Seema’s brother Sajal Kanti
Chowdhury, also president ol
the Banshkhali thana Bangla-
desh Society for Entorcement ol
Human Rights (BSEHR) filed the
case with CMM s court here.
The court of Metropolitan
Magistrate Atahar Ali directed
the Kotwali thana OC to reporl
the court within 7 days whether
any other murder case was filed
elsewhere in this connection
The plaintiff in the case al-
leged that Seema was murdered

>ee page |1 col 3

power till July
13 next yr: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said last night that her
government was trying to wipe
out terrorism from the society
but the efforts were being hin -
dered as the opposition politi-
cal parties ]mln»mm‘nl lerror -
ism, reports BSS

Presiding over a meeting ol
the working commiittee and ad -
visory council of Awami League
aft Ganobhaban., the Prime
Minister salid murders had
been carried out in a planned
way to create law and order sit-
uation in society

The AL Chief sald the gov-
ernment would stay in power
till July 13, 2001 and clections
would be held under a caretaker
government by October 14. 2001

oce page 11 col 3
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ages o Sirajgan| district

them to produce Items as per
market demand.

ones as thelr old

Potters and weavers, who
were facing an uncertain future
only a year ago, can now prof -
itably market their merchan -
dise due to a micro-credit pro-

amme of UNDP in remote vil -

The programine encouraged

Only recently, hundreds of
weavers and potters were about
lo glve up their traditional pro-
fesslon and switch over to new
fashioned

Success story of a micro-credit programme in Sirajgan;

By Rezaul Karim, back from Sirajganj

items falled to attract cus -
tomers.

But under the UNDP pro-
gramme, -they were given

training on new designs and di-

versification of products.
fhey started to supply
products In the market, an In
stant demand for those was ob
served.

* Earller we used to produce

only earthen pitchers and cook

As
eW

ing pots which have gradually

vanished from our houses Now
we are producing ftems like

flower vases, ash trays, lovs
and other Interior decoration
(tems which have a good mar -
ket,” sald Jogmaya Ranil Pal
(45),

She said that even six
months ago, It was very diffl -
cult for them to malntain thetr

filve-member family and sertous

hardship forced her husband
and two sons to change tne
hereditary profession. But the
training and small credit en-
cournged her

Jogmaya sald that earlier

cooking pots a day and earn a

.

she could make 20 to 25 earthen

rofit of Tk 35 at the maximum,
mt now she makes a mintmum
|1|n'||| of Tk 60 per day by mak -
ing flower vases and other deco-
ration items,

The UNDP supported
Community Empowerment fol
Poverty Alleviation (CEPA)
|unp‘|‘;u'|nm- in cooperation with
Bangladesh Small and Corttage
Industries Corporationl 1“‘\(']{._1
provided a month-long training

See page 12 cal 2 :
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Draft voter list: EC to probe
some serious allegations

The Electionn Commission
has gone for a special drive to
probe some serious n“i'gailﬂll‘*
it received from the political
parties and individuals about
the draft voter list

Nevertheless,

such clalms.

submitted on expiry of the spec-

ified time for registering objec -
tions and suggestions, would
not be settled before the flinal

voter list |is [HlLli‘-\]I{‘li on
October 26
The EC drive is also taking

into account alleged flaws in
the draft list as published in
newspapers or appeared belfore
the EC itself.

Different pofitical
and Individuals
submitted to the EC

parties
lar
Secretariat

I:1+1'.*‘ S50

| —

By Nazmul Ashraf

some 50 applications, mainly
rilflllrngm(g rise or fall in the
number of voters and alleging
phoney voters

The applicants include the
ruling Awaml League, opposi-
tion i&!lya Party, the lone min -
ister from JSD, a mayor and
two opposition MPs

The EC formed probe bodies

to look into the major allega -

tions while its officials exam-
ined the minor ones. Reports on
some of the investigations have
already been submitted to the
EC while other alleged flaws are
still under investigation

H needed, the authorities
will lurther ammend the ol
list based on findings of the 1 -
vestigations, but only aiter

[)I:I'IJ“{'."HLF*H of the final list

Dhaka District Election
Officer Shah Alam is now loaok
HE into Awami League s com
i.l!.'llti-’ that if] H1EV VOLers wert
registe recd at pposit | leacler

Khaleda Zia's residence
Dhaka Cantonment
The complaint said thal

of the 83 voters enrolled
H.hf’-!"’!-"!“‘ F"“‘l'['[: e were 13
Members of two prol

wiio had gore 1 B ' I
submifted their

Jallya Pamty Secretar
Naziur Rahman
'n.”“il)lrl”“ 1 abnori

the number of voters in Sa
thapa. They also W
BNP MP M

See page 11 col 4

HSC exam centre at Ctg Cantt
College cancelled for 2 years

Mahmud & Russel are now studying abroad

'he Higher Secondary Cer

tificate [HSC) examination
centre at Chittagong Can -
tonment Public School and

College has been cancelled for
two years for its failure to hold
HSC examinations in 1998
properly i

A letter from the Board to
this effect will be sent to the in-
stitution today, Chittagong
Board Chailrman Frol Ahmed
Hossain told The Daily Star
when contacted over telephone
vesterday

The action follows cancella-

By Mustak Hossain

the t”llt';{P who had secured the
first and the 18th positions in
HSC examinations in 1998 by
fraudulent means in con-
nivance with a teacher and
some officials of the Board

The results were cancelled
Saturday as per a probe com-
mittee report submitted to the
Board in March last year. The
cominittee was headed by Profl
Ahmed Hossain, who was a
teacher of Haji Mohsin College
in Chittagong at that time

Meanwhile, the two students
-- Ashikul Kabir Mahmud and

abroad by showing their
results, the Chairman said
The probe report sa
Mahmud and Rahul had secu:
the first and 18th _positions b

forging" answer scripis and

manipulating result sheets in
connivance with their teacli
Saidul Hassan and some Boai
otticials
The
Chairman
college authorities
instructed 1 take |
against the teachei 1104
The Board would als
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tion of results of two students of Ruhul Haq-- are now studying See page I']l col S
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Bashundhara CHy 'Déue'lbpmenf Co.

England) for Supply Installation Testing and Commi
Rmemg tohtheu Prestigious and Largest Shopping Mall under comtruction at Pantrﬁgath. f.
ar Sobhan, Chairman & Managing Director of Bashundhara Group and Mr. Mo
managein Dirgctor Corona International signed the contract on behalf of the respective companies.
r. George A. Offe Manager, Asia Pat:ifi(id Resq.i‘on of ABB, Germany
Chairman, ™F

rdal

witnessed the contrﬂct.
oNd Vjce Chairman, Mr.

gantaphan

- Bgsigess Develoqmen,l
Mr. Sadat Sobhan Tanbir, Xic |
A.T.M. Jﬂhang", Director, Mr. M. A. ga!t&r, Executive Director Mr. Shﬂnq Khaﬂ, ).

Eoworate Manager and Mr. Abdur Razzeque, Project Mancger of Bashundhara Group, Mr. Pravidhya
bh » Executive Vice President Arun Chaiseri Consulti

st

Mr. Syedur Rahman, Director, Corona International and Mr. Mustap

Vistaara Architects Ltd, were also present on the occasion.

d. Signed a contract on 15! September 2000
CORONA INTERNATIONAL (Representative of ABB, Germany and Dorman Smith Switchgear Ltd,
ssioning of 33KV Sub-Station and Complete Electrical

na Engineers Co. Ltd. Thailand
ha Kha

with

Ahmed
mmad Maksud,

afiat Sobhan Sunvir,

lid g Md. Foyezullah of |
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