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Welcome Autumn: Kashful, a traditional flow
lowing rainy season. In this season rural Bangladesh wears
was taken recently from Binenderpara under Sadar upazila of Jam:

4

er of Bangladesh herulding the arrival of autumn fol-
an attractive look. This enchanting scene
Upur district.

--Star photo by Muhammad Ali

Bumper sugarcane
yield expected

RAJSHAHI, Sept 2: Bumper
sugarcane production is expected
in Rajshahi Sugar Mills (RSM)
zone in the current season, sugar
mills oflicials said.

OfMclals have attributed the
high hope of bumper yield (o
favourable weather and availabil-
ity of seeds, fertilisers and pesu
Fi'dt"jdllﬁl‘lﬂf;lrﬂ’t!lh_‘,

According to the olficials, the
crop has been cultivated on
15.374 acres of land under the
zone. Out of the total, 1,800 acres
of land in 40 blocks under 10
sub-zones have been brought
under high vielding varieties

(HYV) of sugarcane.

About three lakh metric tons of
sugarcane are likely to be pro
duced this season. RSM officials
said.

During the
lakh metric tons of the crop were
produced by cultivating 23.000
acres of land

Average production rate was

12.44 metric tons per acre last
year,” while the rate will be 20
metric tons per acre this year,
RSM officials hope

When contacted, RSM General
Manager Suraj Rahman Shaikh
total this carrespondent that the
production could the
target as sugarcane plants had
grown very well, thanks to mainly
favourable weather condition.

However, he cautioned illegal
operation of power crushers in
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From Abdul Wadood

the mills zone must be stopped to

achieve sugar production in the

mills.

At least 40 power crushers are
in operation in the mills zone,
RSM General manager (Agricul-
ture) Emdadul Haque said. Each
machine crushes three tons ol
sugarcane every day, he added.
Two power crushers were seized
Lhis week”".

Haque said owners of power
crusher are active now, but sug-
arcane plants will still grow by
Crushing of immature
sugarcane causes a great loss as

two f[eet,

percentage of sugar in sugarcane
is much below now, he added.
According to the officials,
newly developed HYV Ishawardi -
20, 24, 25, 28 and 29 have been
cultivated on about 35 per cent of
the total land. These varieties will
give a production rale of about 30
metric tons per acre, officials

bty | 1{1

Meanwhile, Rajshahi Sugar
Mills fixed ' a targel to produce
10,270 metric tons of sugar by
crushing 1,30,000 metric tons of

sugarcane during the current
SEASOTN.
In the last season, RSM pro-

duced only 6,540 metric tons of
sugar by crushing 90,000 metric
tons of sugarcane. RSM were (0
stop crushing only after 58 days
of production for lack of supply of
sugarcane, incurring a loss of

aboutTaka 14 crore.

BSS from Thakurgaon says:
Sugarcane plantation In
Thakurgaon Sugar Mills Zone
this season started recently at
village Kharibari under Sadar
upazila.

The programme was jointly
inaugurated by Ramesh Chandra
Sen, MP and M Imdadul Hoque,
MP.

On the occasion, M Baharul
Islam, MD, M Nurul Islam, GM, M
Abdul Wahab, DGM, M Abdul
Quddus Hawladar, GM (Finance),
other officials and field workers of
the Mills and some larmers were
present.

The target of sugarcane culti-
vation on 13,000 acres was fixed
for 2000-2001 sugarcane grow-
ing season. For the purpose the
mill has taken up a programme to
disburse loans of Taka 6.52 crore
among the sugarcane growers of
the mill's zone

Meanwhile,

programme, 300 sugarcane
growers will be l[Tl[}dI'lPd training
in 9 batches.

Last season, sugarcane was
cultivated on 9,582 acres in the
mill zone. It is expected that one
lakh metric tons of sugarcane will
be available for crushing in the
mills In the next sugarcane
crushing season.

Step to boost cotton farming

THAKURGAON,
massive programme (o distribute
loan among cottion growers ol 16
northern districts has been taken
up ina bid to give a further boost
to cotton farming, reporis UNB

The programme Ltitled
tance Programme for Registered
Cotton Growers”™ will joinUy be
implemented by Cotton Develop-
ment Board and Rajshahi Krishi
Unnayan Bank

When the Krishi Bank provides
Tk 12 crore for implementing the
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programme, the Cotton Develop-
ment Board is going to extend
technical assistance to the farm-
ers.

Meanwhile, authorities have
decided to bring some 8,175
hectares of land under cotton
farming by the registered farmers
of the region with a production
target of 17,625 bales of cotton.

Officials said one registered
farmer would be eligible to culti-
vate maximum two acres of land
and minimum half acre.

BSS from Jessore says: The
target of cotton production in six
southem districts has been fixed
at 72 bales for this season.

Cotton will be cultivated on

about 36 thousand hectares of |

land in the area.
Cotton specialists observed

that weather is fevourable for |

cotton cultivation this year. The
region consists of Jessore,
Jhenidah, Magura, Meherpur,
Chuadanga and Kushtia.

training'
programme for thé bug,arnane ]
growers has started. Under the

Tenders 1in Bangladesh |

contractor/contractors establishment with

undermentioned work
Engineers under My

orm

lenders will

mensineh

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Executive Engineer

Sherpur Public Works Division
Sherpur

Tender Notice
No-2 (2000-2001)

No-2911 In

scaled

be received in the

Public Warks Circle.

envelopes

respective oftices of all
Mvyvmensingh

from
appropriate financial capability for the completion of

are hereby invited

Execulive
on 13-9-2000/29-5-140)7

Bangla till 12:00 Noon and will be opened the same day at 12:15 PM in presence of Icndtruh (if

anyone 1s desirous of remaining present). The name of work

name of contractor and the address

1o whom the tender will have to be submitted should be mentioned on eny elope.

Scnal Name of worl Estimaled cosl Earnesl Time fimit | Ehgibility of
Mmaones for L'lllﬂliiL"lt'l-i
completion
Al gt ol work

. Construction of semi I'k. 4.63.224/- I'k. 9.265/- (Ninety) | Special Class/Class
pucca police barrack in days [/Class [I/Class Il

Sribord) [hana ol F building
Shupn[ districl contractor/contraclo
IS establishment
enlisted with Public
Works Department,
2. Tender schedule, additional terms and conditions and rules and regulations and

2000/28-5-

certificate

rejected.

DFP-20795-28/8
(3-1539

under Public Works Circle.

Bangladesh Form No-2911 etc can be seen in all offices of the Executive Engineers
Mymensingh and interested contractors can purchase by’
producing the registration book themselves or their nominated representatives whose
signature has been attested by the contractor on nomination letter can purchase on 12-9-
1407 Bang till office hours on payment of specific cost (non-refundable).

3. The registration certificate of Value Added Tax Department and original copy of TIN
will have to be produce at the time of purchasing tender and their
photocopiés will have to be enclosed with tender. Otherwise, tenders will be treated as

4. It there are more than valid lowest participating tenderers for the work mentioned, then
a contractor will be selected through lottery on 29-9-2000 at 12:00 Noon in presence of
contraclors (1f anyone remains present) in the office chamber of the undersigned.

Md Abdul Latif Talukder
Executive Engineer

Sherpur Public Works Division. Sherpur

s National

PM likely to open work ||

on Ruppur plant in Nov

PABNA, Sept 2: The unusual delay in implement
ing the 'Ruppur Nuclear Power Plant' once had
ralsed doubt about Its future. Now construction
work on the project appears to begin soon, returning
smile on the faces of local people, reports UNB.

Work on the project undertaken 38 years ago and
then got entangled In red tape, is expected to be
opened by Prime Minister Shelkh Hasina in Novem-

ber next.

The then government had taken up the ambitious
project at Ruppur In Iswardl upazila with a view to
bringing the vast population of the northern region

under power supply network.

To Implement the project, the government had
acquired 259.90 acres of land and purchased some

22 lakh of bricks.

Later, 72 houses and guest houses were con-
structed on 88 acres of land at Shahpur village for
Its officlals and employees. But all the houses have
gradually been abandoned, making those unsuit-

able for habitation.

Official sources sald the project authorities on
various occaslons had discussed with different
doner countries for funds to implement the coun-
try's lone nuclear power plant project. But all their

efforts went in vain.

Apart from Sweden and Norway, the government
had talks with Canada in 1964 to set up a nuclear
reactor capable to generate 70mw power. But later
the decision was revised and the government pro-
posed to setup a 140 mw power plant.

However, In 1966, the donor countries Sweden,

Canada and Norway had refused to provide finan-
clal assistance for the project.

In 1973, a fresh decision was taken to set up a
200-mw nuclear reactor. And this decision too saw a
revision as Bangladesh Atomic Energy Commission
came up with a proposal to set up a 300-mw plant,

During 1980-88 period,
Germany had showed interest to establish a nuelear

France, Britaln and

power plant here. But there was also lack of Inftia-

tives in this regard from our side, the officials said.
When the present government came (o power, It
decided to revive the project In order (o resolve the

country's persisting power crisis attributed to short

supply.

At last the Cablriet at a meeting on July 23 gave a

nod of approval to the proposal for implementing the

‘Ruppur Nuclear Power Plant'.
principle another proposal to constitute a Nuclear
Power Committee, headed by the Prime Minister.

Meanwhile, a foreign expert team has conducted

It also endorsed In

a feasibility study and agreed to extend thelr assis-

Lance to implement the project.

The Council of Ministers also approved an action
plan to ralse the capacity of the proposed project to
600mw. Thus a 10-week pre-implementation train-

ing programme was held in Dhaka in 1998,

Officlal

Experts hope

sources sald works to recover the
acquired lands, which have been leased out to farm-
€rs, are going on.

that Industrialisation in the north-
ern reglon will be accelerated if the project could be
Implemented as per the plan.

Smugglers active along
borders 1n northern dists

SIRAJGANJ, Sept 2: Many Indian goods like
cosmetics goods, saree,
phensidyl, heorin are being smuggled into Bangla-
desh illegally through the border along the northern

sugar, salt,

districts every day.

All the goods come from border areas by the smug-
glers by tracks, buses, trains and microbuses and
stocked at Ullapara bazaar. Ullapara Bazar is now a
safe area for the smugglers. A section of unscrupu-
lous traders purchase and carry these goods to the
other parts of the country. Many goods enter
through the northern and southern parts of the
country from the border of Hilli,
Burimari every day by roads. These are stocked at
Ullapara through riverway via Sirajganj-Bhuapur
and Bangabandhu Jamuna Bridge. A good numbers
of smuggled goods are sent to Dhaka through

Ullapara.

[t is learnt that paying bribes "selami” to the mem-
| bers of the law enforcing agencies the smugglers
pass the goods everyday through Ullapara via
"'Bdngabandhu Jamuna Bridge. Besides, a large
number of Indian goods rush Bangladesh through
Mogolhat and Burimari of
Bhurungamari, Sonarhat,

Hilli of Dinajpur,
Lalmonirhat,

Mogholhat, and

From Our Correspondent

Chilmarl
steal pots,

of Kurigram,
Chapainawabganj and
Thakergan|. Money collected as bribe is distributed
among police, BDR personal and other members of

Sona Mosjid of
the border areas of

law enforcing agencles. The government is losing a

huge amount of money as revenue and many indus-
tries of the country may shut down as these smug-
gled goods are coming through illegal way. On the
other hand one section of influential persons and
unscrupulous people are becoming rich by doing
such mal-practices.

When contacted officer-in-Charge of Ullapara
Police Station Abdus Sukur told this correspondent,
everyday the ruling party leaders and workers enter
the police station and they take breakfast everyday
and take money from them and every month he has
to send handsome money as “"selami” to the higher

authority and has to donate to the higher authority’'s

Roumari,

wives coslly sarees, to please the authorities. He

said it is an open secret that, he had to be engaged
_ through dishenest ways {0 make up those expendi-

(ure sperit for them. Asked about the youths of the
sociéty who are going astray by taking phensidyl,
heorin and doing unsocial work. The Officer in-
Charge replied that it was not his headache.

KUSHTIA, Sept 2: Flood situa-
tion here has lmpmved with the
fall of water level in the rivers
Padma and Goral, reports UNB.

With the recession of water
level erosion of the rivers intensi-
fied and devoured about 1,000
dwelling houses rendering about
8,000 people homeless during a
span of 15 days in Daulatpur
upazila.

Meanwhile, a vast tract arable

. land, many dwelling houses,

Erosion intensifies

offices, educational institutions,
business establishment, roads,
bridges and culverts went into
river in many other parts of the
district.

Continuous erosion has cre-
ated panic among the people
living near the banks of the rivers.
Fresh areas are being engulfed
every day rendering a large num-
ber of people homeless,

The affected people have been
suffering for want of pure water,

Laboratories and Development

the office of the undersigned.

assigning any reason.

DFP 20777-26/8
(G-1538

Government of the People’s

Republic of Bangladesh

Department of Environment
Paribesh Bhaban
E-16, Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207

No Environment/Tech(R Lab)-126/99/1750

Notice for Appointment
of Consultant

Tenders in ‘two-envelope’ system are invited from bonafide architecture
establishment/consulting establishment
elevation, with section (prototype) and a model of it for prepanng an
architectural design for the construction of regional laboratories-cum-office
building in the divisional headquarters in Chittagong, Khulna and Bogra of
Department of Environment under “Project for Development of Regional

Department of Environment™ under implementation by Department of
Environment. Technical and financial offer (consultancy fee) will have to be
submitted in sealed envelopes separately. Tenders will be received on
11/10/2000 by 12-00 Noon in the office of the undersigned and only the
technical offers will be opened the same day at 12-30 PM before tenderers
or their representatives (if anyone remains present). The technical offer of
tenderer whose (with architectural design including model) will be
considered by the authority, the financial offer of those (consultancy fee)
will be opened later at the scheduled time in presence of tenderers (if
anyone remains present). Preliminary architectural design, model, top
supervision offer alongwith related work will have to be submitted with
tender as mentioned in scheduled and terms and conditions,

Each set of schedule of tender and terms and conditions can be
purchased on payment of Taka 400/= (four hundred) in cash (non-
refundable) from the Accounts Officer,
Headquanter, Dhaka during office hours i.e. from 9-00 in the morning to 5-
00 in the afternoon. No schedule can be sold and purchased on the day of
receiving schedule. The consultancy fees for work will have to be
mentioned in figures and words. Information regarding it can be known from

The authority reserves the power to accept or reject any tender without

of Environment” Department of Environment

Date: 09-05-1407/24-08-2000

for the architectural design,

Decentralised Infrastructure of

Department of Environment,

Md Shahjahan

Project Director

“Project for Development of
Regional Laboratories and
Development of Decentraliesed
Infrastructure of the Department

Phone: 9129864

sufficient food, fodder for their
cattle, adequate medicine for
combating water borne diseases
and scarcity of house building
materials for reconstruction of
their houses which was damaged
by the flood.

Flood-hit people have been

passing their days in distress in |

absence of relief operations by the
government or any non-
government organisations. Most
of the people have become jobless
and they are now dependent on
relief materials.

Hundreds of cattle have died
due to serious fodder crisis in the
affected areas. Cholera, diar-
rhoea and dysentery have broken
out in many flood-hit areas.

Meanwhile, prices of rice and
other essentials have gone high
beyond the purchasing capacity
of the common people. If ade-
quate measures are not taken by
the government immediately the
situation may go beyond control,
local leaders feared.

The badly affected villages
under Chilmari union are:

Chakrajapur, Purba Bazumara,
Pashchim Udaynagar, Utter
Udaynagar, Charvabandadier,

Sarkarpara, Pashchim Amdani
Ghat, Purba Amdani Ghat, Purba
Char Ramkrishnapur, Pashehim
Char Ramkrishnapur, Dakkhin
Kharizathal, Uttar Kharizathal,
Dakkhin Sarkarpara, Utlar
Sarkarpara and Temadia.

The affected villages under
Ramkrishnapur Union
Sonatala, Sarkarpara,
Charbhadra, Charuikuri,
Bagmari, Madhugari, Islampur,
Kharibona, Dhakipara, Bhagjoth,
Kharizathak, Loknathpur and
Charpara.

Under Philipnagar Unlon,
villages of Jotashi, Natunchar,

Alinagar and Abederghat and
under Maricha Union

Laxminagar, Purardiar, Chilmari
Bhurkapara, Hatholpara, Koldiar
and Machdalir were also affected.

The local leaders urged the
government and other voluntary
agencies to come to the assis-
tance of the flood and erosion
affected people for the sake of
humanity.

Scholarship

A scholarship awarding cere-
mony, organised by Helping
Organisation for the Poor and
Energetic Students (HOPES), was
held recently on Bangladesh
Agricultural University,
Mymensingh campus, says a
press release,

are |
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News

Electioneering starts

GAZIPUR, Sept 2: Some 80,000 new voters seemn to be deprived of
exercising their franchise in the coming Tong| Municipality election,
as the new voter list 1s unlikely to be finalised before the election.
reports UNB,

Officlal sources sald the election would be held on the basis of the
1995 voter list. Meanwhile, some opposition leaders, who are inter-
ested to contest for the posts of ward commissioner in the election.
have started electioneering. However, there Is no probable candidate

lor municipality chatrman from opposition parties as they are boy-
cotting the election.

Diarrhoea claims 5 lives

JESSORE, Sept 2: An outbreak of diarrhoea claimed five lives and
allected some 8,000 people here inlast eight months, réports UNB.

According to hospital records, some 1,690 people were affected by
the waterborne disease in Abhoynagar, 1,282 in Keshabpur, 1,137
in Monirampur, 982 in Chowgacha, 361 In Sarsha, 711 In
Bagharpara, 263 in Jhikargacha and 212 In Sadar upazilas during
the period. Most of the patients were treated in thana health com-
plexes. Five people admitted to General Hospital died of the disease.

However, unofficial sources put the number of affected people at
10,000.

Four youths arrested

KISHOREGANJ, Sept 2: Police In thelr separate drives in the
town arrested four youths along with 252 bottles of liquor and
Indian phensidyl, reports UNB.

Police sald they ralded a house at Baober Dakkhin Para on
Wednesday and arrested Towkir Mondal, 25, and Kamal, 24, along
with 212 bottles of beer and whisky. In another drive in Amlapara
area on Aug 24, they recovered 40 bottles of phensidyl and arrested
Shahjahan, 25, of village Magura in Muradnagar upazila and Rubel,
16, of Amlapara In this connection. They arrested were sent (o jail
after being produced before the court.

Headmaster suspended

JAMALPUR, Sept 2: Headmaster of Nandina Model Academy in
Sadar upazila has been suspended for his alleged involvement in
misappropriating Tk 1.29 lakh of the school, reports UNB.,

The school managing committee took action against its headmas-
ter Mohammad Abdul Kader following an audit report.

Surveillance team formed

BENAPOLE, Sept 2: The trend of illegal power use is rising here
depriving the government of huge revenue, reports UNB. '

Officials said the system loss in Navaran Palli Biddyut Samity
(NPBS) has multiplied in recent months due to illegal power connec-
tions and meter tempering. To check ils system loss, NPBS has
constituteda surveillance team. The team, meanwhile, has detected
illegal power connections in 19 households in Benapole and
Baghabra areas. The Samity has filed cases against four people with
Sharsha police and collected fines from 15 illegal power users.
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COMILLA, Sept:2 ert
Comilla and Cox’s Baza.r districts in one week till ‘T\Jesday repons

UNE.

The victims were identified as housewives Nilufer Begum, 35, and
Perveen Akhter, 22, of Daudkandi upazila in Comilla and housemaid
Shahela Akhter of Moheshkhali in Cox’s Bazar. Police said Nilufer
Begum, wife of Abul Kashem of Korikandi and Perveen Akhter, wife
of Mizanur Rahman Molla of village Ozarkhola, allegedly committed
suicide by taking poison on Aug 29. The body of housemaid Shahela
Akhter was recovered from the bay in Moheshkhali upazila on Mon-
day.
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RHD Notice
Inviting Tender

. Tender Notice T.40/2000-20001. P&S  Divn,
Dhaka. Dt 24.8.2000.

2. Name of work Supply of Steel Wire Rop for
different ferry ghat under Road
Division. Lrndf.r RHD.
Procurement & Storage Division,
Tejgaon, Dhaka. Charge to T&R
during the vear 2000-2001.

3. Estimated cost As per schedule.

4.  Earnest money TK 2% PC of the estimated cosl.

5. Time allowed 20 (twenty) days from the date ot
tor completion iIssue of work order.
of work

6. Categary of A, B & C class contractor under
contractor RHD, ‘D’ class enlisted contractor

Equipment Control &
Procurement Circle, Dhaka & “E°
class enlisted contractor of this
division. According to financial
capacity.

7. s lienrier Executive Engineer, RHD.
documents Procurement & Storage Division,
will be sold Tejgaon, Dhaka, Executive

Engincer, RHD Equipment
Control Division, Tejgaon, Dhaka.
Sub-Divisional Enginecer, RHD,
Procurement & Storage Sub-
Division, Tejgaon, Dhaka. On all
working days.

8.  Tender |. Superintending Engineer, RHD,
documents Equipment Control &
will be Procurement Circle, Dhaka.
received 2. Executive Enginecr, RHD.

Procurement & Storage Division,
Tejgaon, Dhaka.

9. Tender 13.9.2000.
documents waill
be sold up to

10. Closing time 14.9.2000 & 12:00 Noon
‘& date of
tender

11. Date & time of 14.9.2000 & 12:01 Hours.
opening tender

12. Lottery date & 16.9.2000 & 1:30 PM.

time of tender

Executive Engineer, RHD,
Procurement & Storage Division
Tejgaon, Dhaka

DIFP-20874-28/8
G-1535
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