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Viv Richards
(West Indies cricket legend)
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lie should be able to bark across
the border.
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DRU badminton

SUImnon

Azad Hossain
Ajker Kagoj and Badrul Alam
Khokon of Dainik Prabhat
moved into the e1nifi-

4
Singles s

nals of the Dhaka Reporters
Unity badminton compertition
Irmn' Group B eliminating their
respective rivals at the NOS(
wooden [loor gymnasium vyes-
terday, reports UNB

Khokon defeated Mohiuddin
Palash of Banglabazar Patrika
and Mujtaba Danish of Muk-
takantha by 2-0 sets each

Sumon outplayed Mohsinul
Karim Lebu of Muktakantha
Abdul Baki of Dinkal
Chuamruzzaman Hiro ol
gram by 2-0 sets each on way to
the semifinals

Besides, Zakaria H

.'-:u!

SAaAn-

55dill 0Ol

Banglar Bani. Abdullah Al
Faruk of Jugantor, Akhteruz-
zaman Laviu ol BNS and M
Kaisar of Manabzamin moved

injto the singles quarteriinals
from Group A
Zakaria beat Mahmudur

Rahman Khokon of Abash and
Shahidul Islam of Protham Alo
bv 2-0 sets

- Lavlu defeated Ujjal of
Banglar Bani 2-1, Kaisar beat
Mustafa Hossain Chowdhury of
Ajker Kagoj and Mozammel
Hossain Chanchal of Jugantor
by 2-0 sets each

" The singles semifinals and
the final match will be held to-
clany

Parore props
Black Caps

MUTARE, Zimbabwe, Sept
2. Adam Parore rescued New
Zealand with an undefeated

century on the opening day of
thelr three-day match against
Zimbabwe's President's XI on
Friday, reports Reuters

The President’'s XI were 20
jor one at the close in reply to
New Zealand's 339 for nine de-

clared

Parore came {0 New
Zealand's rescue after they had
been reduced to 193 [or H!"';'*‘II.

The wic ketkeeper-balsman
was at the crease for 185 min -
utes and hir 16 fours and two
sixes In his unblemished in-
nngs of 103 not out

His most sturdy supporl
came from Daniel Vettori, who
scored 43 In an eighth-wickel
partnership of 99

Paceman Mluleki Nkala ob-
lained movement off the seamn

throughout his 18 overs 1o take
four for 71

i s

New /:t.'ﬂl&'il].f'l won the toss
and elected to bat on what
]Jru".‘m-] 1O L;-l_' £l "'l'l'“‘i'l.'llril ',.ll

pitch with consistent bounce.

TALK

COX'S BAZAR,
Sept 2: Bangla-
ddesh Cricket
Board (BCB) Iis

about to enter the
professional era
councillors have

Its
unanimously given a thumb-up

S

to the much-publicised
reconstitution of the Board.

It became a landmark deci-
sion in the history ol country's
sports when 99 out of the 126
BCB councillors attended the
first ever annual general meet-
ing (AGM) here to vote for a pro-
fessional set-up in the Board.

It was mixed day for, Board
president Saber Hossain
Chowdhuryv. who won the
councillors' vote of conlidence to
run the BCB professionally but

failed to trim down the size of

it

"The councillors have agreed
to have a prolessional man-
agement. I think, it's a historic
decision.” Saber told the re-
porters after the AGM at the
Motel Shatrat in the alternoon.

The AGM ended in a peaceful
manner and the councillors
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Al-Amin from Cox's Bazar

heaved a sigh of relief since they
successfully prevented Saber
from slicing off the Board to a
22-member representation
from the 32-member one,

The witty president however
replied diplomatically, “We were
32. Now it Is 31 without men-
tioning the name of the odd
person in the Board." The un-
fortunate 32nd member is for-
mer national captain Roquibul
Hasan, who was nominated by
the National Sports Council as
its representative,

As the last obstacle {s re-
moved in the BCB's build-up to
po prolessional, the Board gets
out ol the conventional set-up ol
gt‘llt‘li’li Secretary.
taries and treasurer

"There will be Board of Di-
rectors instead of Executive
Committee. We have agreed to
elect a 31-man committee. Six-
teen from Dhaka-based clubs,
12 from districts, one each
from educational institutions
and Bangladesh Cricket Devel-
opment Foundation will fill the
posts of directors,” sald Saber,
who presided over the day-long

jolnt-secre-

'Mixed day for Saber

BCB to go professional

AGM,

Since it would require an
amendment to the constitution
for an elected chairman, Saber
sald that 'the councillors have
left the option open. It can be
either a government appointed
chairman or an elected chalr-
man from the Board of Direc-
tors.”

Saber termed himself a re-
lleved person as he would now
be dealing with a professional
set-up, which includes a general
manager and six standing
committees administration,
management, cricket comimnittee
planning, development, finance
and marketing. Only profes-
slonal guys (managers) will head
the standing committees.

Terming the AGM a grand
success, Saber said that they
have decided to hold it on regu-
lar basis and rotate the venue
each time. "We have also de-
cided to grant Taka 5 crore --
three crore to districts and two
crore to Dhaka clubs -- for the
next five years. But this amount
has to be spent for development

See page 9

Azhar left in the cold

MADRAS, Sept 2
(AFP) India s
cricket chiefs on
Saturday bowed
to the wishes ol
the sports mun
istrv by dropping three players
who are being investigated lor
Mmatch-1xing « tl.!['gc'*w

Former captain Mohammad
Azharuddin, Ajay Jadeja and
Nikhil Chopra, whose homes
were raided by tax officials last
month, have been kept olf a
preliminary squad of 23 for the
ICC Knockout tournament in
Kenva next month

However, chairnman of selec-
tors Chandu Borde said there
was no pressure on him to axe
the players and they were
dropped for the sake ol intros
ducing youngsieérs in the squad.

Nb ‘decisionr. however, taken
on the future of national coach
Kapil Dev, another tainted star
who put his job on the line re-

cently by saving the match-fix-
ing charges against himm had
dimmed his enthusiasm for the
fdalllc

Javawant Lele, secretary of
the Board of Control for Cricket
in India, told reporters after the
selection conunittee meeting in
the southern Indian city of
Madras that Kapil's fate will be
known later this month

The BCCIl president, A.C
Muthiah, will take a decision on
Kapil before the training camp
for the probables starts on
September 14, Lele said

All 10 Test-playing nations
including rookies Bangladesh,
will take part in the Interna-
tional Cricket Council's tourna-
ment

The omission of Azharuddin.
Jadeja and Chopra was ex-
pected after sports minister
Sukhdev Dhindsa's pleas 1o the
BCCI that the players being in-
vestigated should be dropped till
Iht'_"l.' ale ]1[(1\1.“1] innocent

Ihe Central Bureau of In-
vestigation and federal tax offi-
cials, who are inquiring into the
matter, are expected to submit
preliminary findings by the end
of September

Borde, explaining his decision

o leave the trio out. said: "l

was not told to drop any one.
decided

But the selectors to

AZHARUDDIN

groom youngsters keeping the
2003 World Cup in mind
All three may have
tributed their omission
their poor form this veai
Azharuddin. the most expe-
rienced one-day player in the
world. has made just one half-

COIll-

s h"-.'

century in 11 matches this
vear. Jadeja has two half-cen-
turies in as many games, while
off-spinner Chopra managed
just three wickets in lom
matches

Pace spearhead Javagal Sri-
nath was not considered since
he wanted to be kept out of one-
dayv matches, Lele said

There was also no place for
veteran wicket-keepers Navan
Mongia and Saba Karim, who
nave alternately kept wickets in
one-day matches over the past
lew years

Their place has gone to thre
untested, but promising 'keep-
ers in Ajay Ratra, Reuben Paul
and Vijay Dahiya, One of them
will make the trip to Nairobi

Elegant left-hander Sauran
Ganguly has'Been retaifed’ o'
captain, " wWithh middle-ofder

batsman Rahul Dravid as his
Ell‘]ilih
There are six new faces

among the probables, including
three who helped India win the
junior World Cup in Sri Lanka
in January.

The final 15-man squad will
be picked on September 20.

PROBABLES

Saurav Ganguly (capt),
Rahul Dravid (vice-capt), Sachin
Tendulkar, Sadagopan
Ramesh, Vinod Kambli, He-
mang Badani, Sridharan Sri-
ram, Yuvraj Singh, Jacob Mar-
tinh, Mohammad Kaif, Ajay Ra-
tra, Reuben Paul, Vijay Dahiya,
Robin Singh, Sunil Joshi,
Reetinder Sodhi, Anil Kumble,

Ajit Agarkar, Venkatesh
Prasad, Amit Bhandari. Zakir
Khan. Thiru Kumaran and De-

bashish Mohantv

Windies batters flop again

LONDON, Sept 2
(Internet report)
England have lost
two early wickets
in their bid to bat
the Weslt Indies
the fifth Test and
the series opener Marcus
Irescothick and captain Nasser
Hussain with the score on just
29,

Mike Atherton was left un-
beaten on 20 when another
shower surrounded The Oval
half an hour after tea on Sat-
urday, the Lancashire man
looking assured and determined
to lead England to a significant
second innings total.

Hussain's miserable run
continued when he received a
controversial lbw decision off the
bowling of Nixon McLean without
scoring. The England skipper's
second duck of the match came
after Trescothick had edged a
beauty from Curtly Ambrose to
Brian Lara at slip.

Alter dismissing the tourists
for a paltry 125 In their reply to
England’s first innings 281 all
out, openers Atherton and
Trescothick built on the advan-
tage by seeing off the initial
threat of the new ball before
rain moved in to The Oval and
sent the players off for an early
[ea

From 32-0, the West Indies
had folded pitifully to B6-8 at
lunch, with three wickets each

out of both

to Cralg White, who bowled
HBrian Lara first ball. and Do-
minic Cork, as the England

seamn attack ripped through a
paper-thin Windies batting line-
up

And, alter a brlef counter-
attack from wicketkeeper Ridley
Jacobs and Nixon McLean after
lunch, the innings was
wrapped-up inside of 51 overs
when White — who finished with
5 for 32, his best-ever Test fig-
ures bowled last-man Court-
ney Walsh to hand England a

b first innings lead of 156

After initially handing the
ball to favoured seamers Andy
Caddick and Darren Gough this
morning, captain Nasser Hus-
sain turned to Cork and White
(0 try to break a threatening
opening partnership of 32 be-

England nicely poised

tween Sherwin Campbell and
Adrian Griffith
And the second half of Eng-
land's bowling quartet did not
disappoint. Cork removed
Campbell in his [lirst gver. in-
See page Y
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West Indies opener Sherwin Campbell looks at the slips
after being caught off England paceman Darren Gough at

The Oval yesterday.

- AFP photo

Shame on
DMFLC

Sports Reporter

The Dhaka Mahanagari
Football League Committee
(DMFLC) in a blunt show of in-
sensitivity shifted a scheduled
National Bank Premier
Division football league match
vesterday without notifying the
media or the fans.

There were
scheduled to be
Bangabandhu
Stadinm  with Muktijoddha
Sangsad up against
Rahmatganj in the first at 4 pm
while Abahanl were to take on
Victoria In the next at 6 pm.

But to the utter surprise of
the sports reporters who gath-
ered at the press box much be -
fore 4 pm for their professional
duties, the first match was not
held.

It was then learnt that the
DMFLC, the organisers of the
league, has made an amend-
ment to the fixture after al-
legedly being pressurised by
Muktijoddha who did not want
to play in daylight.

Strangely the DMFLC had
changed the fixture on
Thursday immediately after a
press conference regarding
launching of this year's league,
but they never bothered to in -
form the media.

Besides, another point
ralsed major dissatisfaction
among the sports journalists.

In Thursday's media confer-
ence, most of the reporters de -
manded that the inatches be
held at 3pm and 5pm instead of
the present 4pm and 6pin
schedule so that maximum cov -
erage can be provided. But the
DMFLC officials, who had
promised that they would co -
sider the issue, didn't care to ad-
just the thning of the games

ESPN goes
to Nairobi

MUMBAI, Sept 2 (PTl/ In-
ternet): The ESPN will telecast
live the ICC knock-out cricket
tournament to be held in
Nairobi, Kenya, from October 3
to 15.

Former Test stars Sunil
(Giavaskar of India and Geoffrey
Boycott of England would pro-
vide exclusive analysis of the
matches and answer questions
iromp.the ylewers o live.phoge-
ins ﬂ)q‘l‘l‘# rh“g An 'sm!aug'[ﬁ-s.
players performances, team
strategies or forecasts, an
ESPN release sald here today.

The tournament which has
eleven teams \.-j,-'in‘g for top hon-
ours will kick-off with hosts
Kenya taking on India on Octo-
ber three, the release added

SCHEDULE
Oct 3: India v Kenvya
Oct 4: SL v West Indies
Oct 5: England v Bangladesh
Oct 7: Australia v WM
Oct 8: Pakistan v WM2
Oct 9: New Zealand v
babwe
Oct 10: South Africa v WM3
Oct 11: 1st semifinal (WM5 v
WM6E)
Oct 13: 2nd semifinal (WM4 v
WM7)
Oct 15: Final
*Oct |
days

two matches
held at the
National

Zim-

6. 14 & 16 -- reserve

Women’s Basketball

Wins for Mariner,
. Sunbeams

Sports Reporter

Sunbeams and Mariner
Youngs Club won their respec -
tive Rabbani Sports Women's
Basketball tournameinnt
matches at the Dhanmondi
basketball gymmnasium yester-
day.

Sunbeams recorded a 24-14
win over Panthers Club.

The winners led the first
half 14-7.
Tahsin and Kashifi scored

highest 11 points each for the
winners.

[n the day's other match,
Mariner handed Green Herald a
35-22 t defeat.

The winners
session 19-13.

Shilpi caged in highest 20
points for Mariner followed by
Diana who added six points.

Scholastica will take on
Mariner in todav's first match
while Panthers are scheduled to
meet Green Herald in the next

Rain halts
Surrey

LONDON, Sept 2: Surrey's
march towards a second suc-
cessive county championship
was held up by rain at
Scarborough on Friday, reports
Reuters.

Only 11 overs were possible
on the third day of their game
agalnst Yorkshire.

Resuming at 53 for two, lead -
ers Surrey advanced to 89 for
three before play was called ofl
They lead by 287 with one day
lelt,

Before the match resumed
Yorkshire were deducted elght
points for a “poor” playing sur-
face by the England Cricket
Board's pitch panel.

The panel met on Thursday
and decided that, due to the
amonunt of prass left on the
pitch from the start of the
tateh, there was undoe seanm

led the first

movement and undue nneven
bounce
Yorkshire dropped from

third to fourth as a result of the

penalty. '

Federation Cup
champlons Aba-
hani posted an
easy 4-1 victory
over babes Victo-
ria Sporting Club

i thelr opening National Bank
Premier Division Football League

T~ F
P W .- THa ! D

Sports Reporter

encounter at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium vesterday.
Strikers Rokonuzzaman
Kanchan, Kennedy, Mizanur
KRahman Don and midfielder
Zakir Hossain scored once each
for the Dhanmondi-based club.
Manlk grabbed a late goal for

Abahani forward Kanchan (R) dodges past Victoria
Sporting Club defender Jet during their National Bank

Premier Division football

Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

at the
~ Star photo

league encounter

Recruit bowling coach
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400 words. You may be the
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Bangladesh is the 10th Test-
playing country in world cricket.
Now, we have to prove the world
outside that we can also play
the longer version of the game
successtully.

If we look at our current na-
tional team it is not hard to find
that the weakest aspect of this
side is its bowling. And, it is
known to all that in the world of
Test cricket no team can think
of winning a match without
having quality fast bowlers in its
line-up. We have to a take all

| the wickets twice if we want to

win Test matches. I'm not
ratin our batters highly
lllDllg!E‘l. Indeed, they fall in the
ordinary category. But, even
with this average battin
strength one team can pull o
surprise has it got more bites in
its bowling.

BCB (Bangladesh Cricket
Board) undertook several mea-
sures to improve our bowling
department like sending players
abroad and bringing home
coaches like Mike Proctor and
Mushtag Mohammed. But the
problem is that all those train-
ing sessions lasted for a short
period. Our young cricketers
should learn a lot from them.
but once the coaches have gone
there is nobody around to make
sure that they keep on practis-
ing what they have learnt. And,
for the bowlers in national
team, we need a full-time bowl-

next contributor of our just introduced

--Sports Editor

ing coach, who would work on
their technique and training
round the year.

We can take cue from our
elder Test-playing nation
Zimbabwe. They have appointed
ex-Aussie cricketer Carl
Rackerman as their bowling
coach, and just look at the
results they achieved recently.
They almost drew the series
ﬂFHillhI England (weather
played major part in the last
Test). Cricket in Zimbabwe is
not a popular game and their
government also does not pay
much attention to the game
that is being played by few
hundred whites. If Zimbabwe
has become successful then why
should not we be successful with
crores of prospective cricketers?

As a Test-playing country our
cricketrers will be travelling a lot
4n future. Most of the countries
have got fast tracks in which
our spin-based bowling will do
no good. It is the job of the
Board to make sure that our
pace bowlers master the art as
soon as possible.

So, | urge the Board to ap-
point someone of international
repiite. I think. BCB which can
spend Taka 24.6 lakh for an
AGM should be very much ca-

pable of hiring a full-time bowl-

ing coach.
--Ishtiaque

Khulna University

Mahbub,
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Abahani amble past Victoria

\Vicloria,
Abalhiani led the first half 3-
0

The sky blues took 17 min-
ites to establish the lead when
Tito’s free-kick from the right
came off the wall and nimble
Kanchan pounced on the loose
ball unleashing a powerful left-
footer,

Zakir's left foot increased the
margin five minutes before the
breather. The former national
midfielder, after latching on to
a Sentu through ball , ran dow)
the left flank and sent advanc-
ing Victoria custodian Shiniul
the wrong way with a fierce
grounder.

Ghanalan forward Kennedy
sealed the half with a thunder-
bolt that seemed to rip through
the net. much to.the surprise of
referee Rainkrishna Ghosh who
took some time before signaling
the third goal in Injury tinie.

During the first 45 minutes.

rellable Don missed two easy
sitters and delender Tito spoiled
a golden opportunity to boost
their tally.

In the 13th Don flicked the
ball straight into the hands of
Victoria keeper from three
yards and he was gullty of re-
peating the offence after a
Sentu pass in the injurv tinie.
Tito failed to maintain his cool
blasting a shot over bar from a
rebounder in the danger area.

Besides, luck also denied
them when Kennedv's free kick
from the top of the box in the
Oth minnte beat 1the Kkeeps'r hut
not the post.

In the opening 10 minutes of
the second lmirﬁbahani was
happy to absorb whatever the
Victorians could throw at them.
Eventually they launched a
counter-aitack bnt Don's weak
eflort hardly tested Shimul,

Don made up for the gaffe in
the 71st minute. He ﬁmlged
past the Victoria goalkeeper af-
ter hard-working Kennedy fed
him a neat minus,

The goal acted as a
qualiser for Abahani.

tran-

superior counterparts, Victori-

as Manik reduced the margin

the 85th minute after a goal-

Immtlh melee, 1

' Yellow cards:. Kabir and

Fayez Babu, (Victoria SC). *
TEAMS

ABAHANI: Biplab, Partho,
Nazrul, Ghansha, Tito (Pavel),
Zakir. Igbal (Dulal), Kanchan,
Don, Kennedy and Galib
(Sentu).

VICTORIA SC: Shimul,
Lipu, Shipu, Jet, Kabir, Lovelu
(Stmon), Sohel, Rahel. Favez
Babu, Manik and Abul. :

Referee: Ramkrishna Ghosh

TODAY'S MATCHES
Premier Division

Arambagh KS v Brothers Union
(4 pm)

h-‘.[u}klijoddha v Rahmatganj (6
Jin

enue: Bangabandhu National
Stadium)
First Division
Prantik KC v Wari Club (4 pm)
BRTC v Myslim Institute (6 pin)
(Venue: Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium)

Div I soccer

Mirpur Chalantika SC man-
aged a solitary goal victory over
PWD SC in the opening match
of the Metropolis First Division
Football League -at the Sher-e-
Bangla National Stadium in
Mirpur yesterday, reports UNB.

Didar scored the all impor-
tanh goal for Chalantika in the
28 minute.

In the day's other match,
Youngmen's Club Fakirerpool
beat Sadharan Bima KS also by
1-0 goal at the same venue.

Quader Mollah scored the
matcheginner for Fakirerpool in
the 73 . minute.

And,
sensing the tiredness of their.
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