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ArTER his near-brush with death, Kanak Dixit, publisher of
Nepal's most popular

good

2€0n

o

flowing river on Augt

elor.

Dr, V. K. Bahuguna, Indian Forest Service Officer, received
the
Association. for his role as administrator, teacher and re-

the Queen’'s award by

searcher in the field.

Dilip Kumar, Indian film star to receive the Rajiv Gandhi
National Sadbhavana award. The award is being given for
promoting the cause of comununal harmony and national in-

tegration.

tribution to Urdu poetry.

fortnightly newsmagazine Himal, is making
progress is
spirits at a hospital in Kathmandu, "It is a
miracle he survived.” sald noted neurosur-
Dr Upendra Devkota, Dixit is not
receiving visitors, but is expected to be dis-
charged for further recouperation at home
soon. Dixit dislocated two thoracic verte |
brae and had scalp injuries in a fall while trekking from
Jomsom to Pokhara along a trail above the Marsyangdi River
in Lamjung district last week. Three rescuers including
Kunda Dixit, Kanak's elder brother, plucked the missing
trekker from a perpendicular ledge overlooking the swilt
1st 23. Unable to crawl back, Kanak
anchored himself to a ledge to prevent a further fall into the
rver and survived for three days and three nights on rain
water: he lost his rucksack in a 50 leet tumble, |

Dharmasirli Senanayake, minister of Sri Lanka's Aviation
and Tourism ministry, died at the age of 67; he was a bach-

Khawaja Shong, well-known Pakistani
lected for the Makhdoom award, for his outstanding con-

ully alert and in high

Commonwealth Forestry

poet has been se-

The Buzz...

flesh of our

Amitabh Bachchan, on

acting. I am playing myself.”

conflict.”

The

masses' problems.

crime or does any corruption.”

Bangaru Laxman, New BJP chief: "... this distance has not
helped either our Muslim brethren or our party. Above all, it
has not helped India and her democracy...Muslims are the
esh and the blood of our blood.”

his participation in

programme, Kaun Banega Karorpati, "This is unique. I am not

Gen. (Rtd) Hameed Gul, former head of the Inter Services
Intelligence Pakistan: "Nawaz Sharif did not behave like an
honourable Prime Minister of Pakistan during the Kargil

Javed Jabbar, Pak Federal Information Minister: “Chief
Executive Gen. Pervez Musharraf was sincere to regolve 4
government
corruption from politics and corrupt politicians would never
be allowed to come in power at any cost.”
Syed Slahuddin, Hizbul supremo:
forward for meaningful talks that include Pakistan, the
Mujahideen will continue its activities in Kashmir.”

Khaleda Zia, BNP Chairperson:
have total respect for law and confidence on court. Law should
be allowed to take its own course if any one commits any

"We believe in rule of law... We

the TV

would eliminate

Until Indians come

Contidence-building

Pakistan

Weak Pillars of Democracy

By Navine Murshjg__

MANSOOR
Mamoon, in
his last
week's write-
up Doctrine of
Controlled
Democracy in
South Asia
section of The
Dally  Star,
has aptly sald that "Pakistan is
seemini{}y in a viclous trap and
conundrum ol authoritarian
rule and under the tentacle of
army with democracy remaining
as elusive as it had been in the
past.”

Democracy is lmportant for
the country. But all indications
say that General Pervez
Musharral will follow the foot-
steps of his predecessors --
Ayub Khan and Ziaul Haq --
and is likely to stay in power
longer than is expected, even af-
ter Commonwealth Secretary-
General Don McKinnon's push
for restoration of democracy in
that country. Musharraf has al-
ready mapped out his strategy
when he said that he would in-
troduce new brand of politics --
sennuine democracy -- where the
ested politicians, who were in
power in the past, would have
no place. When the time will be
opportune he may also assume,
like his ll_m:(lc(*cssurs probably,
a quasli-civillan coating for
lega isingl his regime, form his
own band of political party and
handpick persons loyal to him.

This gives a depressing polit-
ical culture as far as democracy
is concerned. '

Political culture and con-
ventions are products of a so-
cial milien, which strengthen
with the democratic commit-
ment and time. A broad-based
and well-organised political
party usually serves as a medi-
ator between the social thought
and the political action. When it
comes to power, it works as a
bridge between the society and
the state. It is conunonly said
military coups in Pakistan are
because of the failure of democ-
racy and democracy fails be-

cause of weak and corrupt
parly system,

When Pakistan became in-
dependent, say historians,
Mushim League started losin
its influence and prestige anc
was Involved in bureaucratic
and military polieymaking. In
1954, the Muslim League suf-
fered a ¢rushing defeat fn erst-
while East Pakistan provisional

election and was reduced in

lormer western wing. Even in
former West Pakistan, Muslim
League did not sustain {tself as
a major political party, due to
the several greedy politicians
and bureaucrats. On the other
hand. the then East Pakistan
formed i{ts own party Awami
League under the leat},ership of
H S Suhrawardy.,

In 1967, Paklstan People's
Party was formed by Zulfikar All
Bhutto, which emerged as the
party with new vision.

However, it remained as
"West Pakistan's party" and
Bhutto as "West Pakistan's
leader”. When erstwhile East
Pakistan emerged as an inde-
pendent country, I’t*:‘:-!llc‘ﬁ party
emerged as the single largest
party in Pakistan. Then again
due to internal rivalries and the
domination of the vested inter-
ests, the People's Party lost the
popular faith.

Although Pakistan was
founded as a democracy after
the partition of the subconti-
nent, the army has remained
one of the most powerful insti-
tutions ol the countrv. This iIs
in spite of the fact thaf in recent
ears the army has stressed
hat it has no desire to become
embroiled in politics.
Successive governments have
always made sure that the mili-
tary was consulted before they
took key decisions, especially
when those decisions related to
the Kashmir conflict. Political
leaders know that the army has
stepped into the limelight In the
past, and could do so again.

Alter Pakistan formally be-
came a republic in 1956 ninder
President Mirza, it faced an ar-
ray of serious threats to its
stability. Its conflict with India

over Kashmir remained unre-
solved, relations  with
Afghanistan were poor, and the
country suffered continuin
economic difffculties, frequen
cabinet crises, and widespread

llmlitiml corruption. In October

058, President Mirza abro-
ated the constitution
ranted power to the army un-

er General Ayub Khan, who

subsequently assumed presi-
dential powers. The office of the
prime minister was abolished
and rules by decree introduced.
Ayub Khan's autocratic rule
lasted until 1969, when he was
forced to resign following seri-
ous unrest. Yahyva Khan, the
commander-in-chief of the
army, who re-imposed martial
law, rerlace:l him in turn. He
stepped down following the war
with Bangladesh, and military
rule came to an end - temporar-

ily.

Zulfikar All Bhutto became
the new president, introducing
a new constitution which came
into effect in 1973. But after
elections In 1977, the opposi-
tion challenged Bhutto's vllr:tn ;
and widespread riots ensued.
Failure to reach a reconciliation
prompted the army chief of
staff,” Ziaul Haq. to depose
Bhutto in a military coup and
declare martial law. Th{s re-
mained in force until 1985,

Despite the subsequent re-
turn to civililan government, the
politics of Pakistan have re-
mained closely linked to the
military. Now the army’s actions
appear 10 herald an end to what
has been the longest period in
Pakistan's turbulént history in
which the military has  re-
mained on the sidelines.

The influence of feudal and
ower-hungry people destroyed
he party and ruined the so-
called political values in that
country. So when a military
man Ziaul Haq deposed Bhutto,
the party was not in the posi-
tion to resist. In April 1979
Bhutto was executed and his
arty showed no signs of life.

Alter a decade., when his
daughter Benazir Bhutto be-
came the Prime Minister after

and

1988 election, she herself was
not able to ‘clean’ the party and
did not pay any attention to
parly re-organisation, thus de-
pended upon other levers of
power.

Eventually, Benazir became
the victhinn of the Bih
Amendment Lo the 1973
Constitution, which was Ziaul
Haq's quid pro quo for lifting the
martial law. '

Zia himself used it against
Junejo, the prime minister of
his choice, and dissolved the
very Natlonal Assembly, which
had passed it. Two years later,
In August 1990, it was used by
President Ghulam Ishaqg Khan
against Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto and then again against
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in
April 1993, while they both
commanded the support™ of the
majorily in the Natjonal
Assembly,

The arrival of Nawaz Sharif.
though in a way was able to re-
vive the l'm;mlarii}' of Musling
League wha has bBeen split up

o varions sections However,
the imbalances within the
League remain there and he

was not able to convey a trans-
Fareul political systém within
he country.

Despité being the popular
leaders of their time, neither
Benazir Bhutto nor Nawaz
Sharif made any attempt to
sirengthen their respective po-
litical parties. In fact, they ne-
lected their parties throughout

eir tenures as prime minis-
ters. They did not realise that
the strong party is basic to the
parliamentary system of democ-

rac?;.

arliamentary democracy in
Pakistan has répeatedly failed
only because its political lead-
ers have not been able to build
up well-organised and strong
}mlitic'ﬂl parties, Given the per-
ormances of the weak pillars
democracy, can one blame
army? And what would happen
when democracy returns to
Pakistan in the same way it did

In the past? It's the same old
story...

The Line under C

By Mansoor Mamoon

ALL and sun-
dry now equ-
allv main-
tain that
South Asia
has now
emerged as
the largest
flash-point
and trouble
spot in | ‘the
world with the look of a
veritable simmering cauldron:
This was mainly due to the in-
tense hostjlity and rivalry be-
tween India and Pakistan. The
Indian ambition for a major
power role in the region and
Pakistan's frantic search for
parity with India not only con-
tributed to the involvement of
extra-regional powers in South
Asia, but also fuelled the con-
tinued arms race. The fall-out
of this deadly phenomenon is
beinﬁ felt among the smaller
neighbours like Bangladesh,
Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka and
the Maldives in one way or the
other. In their frenzy of acquir-
ing arms superiority both India
and Pakistan have already ac-
quired nuclear, capability
According to an authority on
South Asia, Ruth Leger Sivard
out of 2.4 million dead from
four wars and several sporadic
violence in South Asia in the
past, only 0.54 million had
been war dead and the rest 1.86
million were massgcred during
ethno-political violence be-
tween 1947-1989. Among the
third world countries South
Asia is the largest arms imn-
porter. The region, mainly In-
dia and Pakistan spends over
twenty billion US dollar each
vear on arms build up. The de-
fence budgets of both the coun-

tries are continuously register-
ing upward swings to the detri-
ment ol peace and stability in
the entire region thereby pre-
senting the biggest paradox and
the starkest irony in the coi-
temporary history. This huge
spending on stock piling of ar-
senals is occurring at a time
when three hundred million
people of the region have no ac-
cess to fresh drinking water and
about five hundred million are
mired in absolute poverty.

After their brief encounter
in Kargil in 1999 and the subse-
quent hijacking to Kandahar of
an Indian airliner there is little
doubt that relations between
India and Pakistan have never
been as bad as they are today
and the two countries are mov-
ing endlessly towards the direc-
tion of sinking their relations
further to the depths that have
never fathomed before. The
mood in Delhi and Islamabad
centring their bone of con-
tention Kashmir is the harshest
so far and vet another conven-
tional warfare between thie two
in the near future has not been
ruled out by analysts. Interna-
tional pressure, mainly from
the US which for strategic rea-
sons is rather keen to play the
role of a mediator, failed to
melt the glacier and bring about
a thaw between the two tradi-
tional rivals. India under the
administration of Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee is
pursuing what it calls the Doc-
trine of Limited War
(enunciated by Defence Minis-
ter George Fernandes) vis-a-vis
Pakistani incursions and fu-
elling of insurgency in Kash-
mir.

At the recently concluded

ontrol?

Nagpur convention of the ruling
BJP strong demands were
voiced for more drastic action
on the part of the Indian gov-
ernment to strike the Mu-
jahideen bases across the Line
Of Control (LoC) in the valley of
Kashmir to eliminate the sanc-
tuaries in Pakistan adminis-
tered area. General Musharraf,
the military ruler in Pakistan,
has given the_equally stern
warning that in the event of
such an action India would be
taught a good lesson. Such a sit-
uation will lead to armageddon
in which the entire fabric of
South Asia will not only be de-
stroyed but will also cost un-
countable human lives. What is
more disheartening is that at
the Nagpur convention the In-
dian government's stand of no
dialogue with Pakistani till
what it claims as military junta
stops aiding and abetting the
Kashmiri militants has re-
ceived overwhelming support.
This portends danger. Former
diplomat and a member of the
opposition Congress (Sonia)
Working Committee K Natwar
Singh views the current deteri-
oration of India's relations
with Pakistan as an alarming
development and advises a de-
gree of caution in what he terms
as the headlong rush towards
orchestrating the international
ostracism of the neighbouring
state. He has rightly observed:
“Who are we to choose the gov-
ernment of Pakistan?
Viewing dialogue with the
military rulers in Pakistan is
tantamount to interfering in its
internal affairs coutrarv to
recognised international
norms and practices. This is
nothing but end bilateralisim in

the neighbourhood and the
emergence of supéerpower (US)
tutelage. He called for unfreez-
ing the situation by talking di-
rectly to Pakistan.

Inside India there is a grow-
ing demand among the expo-
nents of civil society to pursue
the Gujral doctrine which em-
phasised good neighbourly rela-
tions all its neighbours includ-
ing Pakistan loncreating a cong
genial environment of bilater-
alism

The South Asian Associa-
tion of Regional Cooperation
(Saarc) which was formed in the
early eighties for creating an
atmosphere of friendship and
cooperation instead of hostility
and hatred, among the seven
member-countries has been
pushed into backyard due
mainly to Indian obduracy and
intransigence. This big broth-
erly attitude on the part of
Delhi has put an abrupt brake
to the progress of the structured
cooperative spirit in South Asia
with the result that the region

has now mno regionalism.
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's recent over-

tures to Pakistan is in the right
direction. In response to Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf's desire,
Sheikh Hasina has given her
consent for a sumit level
meeting with him in New York
during the millennium moot of
the United Nations in early
September this vear

She is also scheduled to meet
Vajpayee separately.
Bangladesh had pioneered the
lormation of Saarc. With
osheikh Hasina as the Prime
Minister Bangladesh can once
again take the lead in resusci-
tating Saarc from its hiberna-

tion and reactivate it .An atimo-
sphere of peace and stability in
the region is of utmost impor-
tance at this crucial juncture
when things are gradually turn-
ing worse. The holding of the
postponed (at the desire of In-
dia) summit of Saarc has, thus.
become imperative. Except In-
dia, the other six members are
in full tandem on the need for
Jdmmediate. bolding -of the
summit. They can exert pres-
sure on India to give up its bel-
ligerence and once again revert
to bilateralism as regards its
approach towards Pakistan.
The panacea lies not in the Doc-
trine of Limited War of George
Fernandes but in the Gujral
Doctrine of good neighbourli-
ness, Only through this an at-
tempt at confidence-building in
the subcontinent can once
again be initiated. The initia-
tive should have come from In-
dia, as it is the largest among
the south Asian nations. Buf
since the VJP-led NDA govern-
ment is palpably lacking in this
endeavour the other six coun-
tries should through their re-
spective as: well as collective
diplomatic channels convince
India of the need for a summit
level meeting bv way of fresh
confidence building in the re-
gion lor ensuring peace and sta-
bility. They can count on the
increasing support of the civil
society in India which is
strongly for such a move.

In the eighties when Janumnu
and Kashmir issue started
flaring up in its present former
Indian Primme Minister VP
Singh had openly declared in

the lower house of Indian }Jar-
liament that the solution of the

long festering Kashmir tangle is
not possible within the defini-
tion of the sovereignty of a na-
tion state. Such a definition
needed to be redefined and sepa-
rate state structure needed in
place of the existing. In April
1997 India's former Defence
Minister Mulayem Singh Yadab
proposed for forming a confed-
eration comprising India, Pak-

“dstan and Bangladesh for re-

gional peace and stability.
When the constraints towards
this idea were pointed out by
other political leaders and so-
cial scientists he had reportedly
said that his idea might appear
to be a utopia in the backdrop of
present day realities but after
may be 50 years it will very
much come to fruition. Parti-
tion of the subcontinent by the
British rulers has, indeed, cre-
ated more problems than in the
past. More importantly, it has
generated crisis of confidence
and intense animosity amon
divided countries which hatf
earlier one unitary identity.
This can best be resolved
through regional identity and
Saarc was the instrument and
vehicle towards this goal. Once
Southeast Asian countries were
Known as the Balkans of the
East. The Asean (Association of
South Asian Nations, which
groups countries with differing
social and political systems)
has been able to umnify them
through increasing economic
cooperation. Saarc has also the
potential for doing the same in
respect of South Asian coun-
tries. It is rightly said that eco-
nomic cooperation and search
for common prosperity are the
best unifying force as evidenced
from EU and Asean.

Nuclearisation

Who Wins, Anyway?

By Ekram Kabir

JAPANESE
Prime Minis-
ter Yoshiro
Mori has en-
ded his tour
in South
Aslia. His
main pur-
pose, among
others, to
visit India
and Pakistan was to bulild pres-
sure on them to sign the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT). Gilven Japan's commit-
ment to the objective of nuclear
non-proliferation, it is quite ex-
pected. Japan is the only coun-
try in the world to have experi-
enced the horrors and devasta-
tion of nuclear weapons. "It is
extremely lmportant that both
India and Pakistan sign the
CTBT towards preventing nu-
clear proliferation,” Mori was
quoted to have said,

His position should be wel.
comed. Because, for the other
big nuclear powers, savs Dr.
Maqgbool Ahmad Bhatty, the
non-proliferation agenda (s re-
garded as a political ploy to re-
tain their privilc'g::r] position
under the NPT. But. when
Japan advocates abstinence
from the acquisition and devel.
opment of nuclear weapons,
one cannot but respect their
sincerity. Hundreds of thou-
sands of Japanese who survived

the holocaust in 1945 continue
to suffer from the after-effects.
Tokyo, in this respect, feels
strongly to warn the world
about the risks of n-weapons.

In 1945 when atomic bombs
were dropped on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki in Japan, the world
had less than 10 such bombs,
all with the US. In the '80s the
total number of nuclear
weapons was about 70,000,
mostly with the US and the
erstwhile USSR. In some 35
years, there was a 7,000-fold
increase in the global nuclear
destructive capability! No other
human activity has seen such a
massive bulld-up in so short a
time.

The nuclear tests conducted
by India on May 11 and 13,
1998, drew condemnation from
Japan. It also fmposed eco-
nomic sanctions against India.
Japan tried to stop Pakistan
from following suit, offering
cconomic incentives and warn-
ing of serfous consequences in
case Pakistan went ahead.
Clearly, Pakistan didn't listen
When it tested on May 28 and
S0, 1998, Japan condemned
the action and lhmposed saic-
tlons, The sanctions have
caused more damage In
Pakistan's economy than it did
to India

Over the two

]J:rlht Vears,

while the nuclear dialognes
with India and Pakistan has

been conducted by the US,
Japan has assigned a special
role to itself. on account of the
fact that it is the largest source
of economic aid for these two
countries. As the economies ol
the two countries have been af-
fected by the withholding of
Japanese assistance, with
Patiat;m facing greater difficul-
ties, Japan has been urging
them to sign the CTBT

There has been extensive
debate on the CTBT and NP

but both India and Pakistan
have their own versfons on
arms control. Pakistanis think
that there is no fundamental
contradiction or conflict be-
tween Pakistan's nuclear capa-
bility and the objectives of non-
proliferation. Islamabad's nu-
clear policles, argue pro-nuclear
lobby in Iﬁlamaf;ad. have been
consistent with the key provi-
sions of the treaty. Without be-
ing a signatory to the NPT,
Islamabad has been fulfilling its
obligations, they say. On non-
yroliferation matters, Islamabad
las also been willing to sign
legally binding agreements If
New Delht also does so0.

S0, there is an 'India factor’
working here. But these coun-
tries must remember that it was
‘rivalry” that led to the huge
stockpile of weapons among the
big five. Says Praful Bidwai, the
noted Indian columnist;

"Pakistan is the most reluctant
nuclear power to have disclosed
its cards. It Is a reactive power
to whatever India does. Because
it knows that in the long run, it
can't compete with India. They
have said they will not deploy if
India does not. And if India
agrees to sign the CTBT, it will
follow suit."

Now, has India gained any-
thing from nuclear tests?

Says Amartya Sen, "It could
not be claimed that India bene-
fited from the 1998 blasts of
Pokhran-1l, not to mention the
well-being of the people, even
the strategic goals of the gov-
ernminent o ]I‘I(hﬂ could not have
been well served. This was true
in the context of India's stand-
Ing vis-a-vis both Pakistan and
China."

India and Pakistan consider
that signing the CTBT is not a
priority issue. Especially be-
cause a national consensus In
both countries on the {ssue has
yet to be evolved., They are al-
ways lalking on two points.
Firstly, the CTBT will take effect
only after all 44 counliries on
the essentjal list have signed
and ratified it. With the US
Senate having refused to ratify
it. there s no chance of the
treaty being enforced for several
vears, Consequently, India and
Pakistan could have the bene-
(its of signing the treaty, with-
out assuuning any ol its obliga-

tions. Secondly, only 26 coun-
ries out of 41 signatories have
ratified it. '

S0, these two countries too
are delaying ratification.

According to Bharat
Srinivisan of Celumbia
Uniiversily. the total cost of the
Indian nucléar programnme in
1998 currency terins to be be-
tween S48 billion to 872 hillion.
That's a lot of money, which
could certainly be used in the
country's anti-poverty pro-
grammes. Defence spending on
conventional arms also has
risen in both countries since
last May, and (s still rising.

It's time for both India andl
Pakistan to ask themselves
some questions: who benelils
from their nuclearisation pro-
grammes? Who will they use
these weapons against? Why
are they making this subconti-
nent a hot bed ol extreme ri-
valry? It's time lor them to
make o tallv gl the gams and

losses, (o separate winners and
losers.

Like Pervez Hoodbhoy says
in one of his articles: "The
Nawaz government Is a clear
winner and Chaghi was afntl-
send to cover up its misdeeds in
all that really matters: econ-
omy, governance, law-and-or-
der, education, and health,
Hence the need to stoke the
fires of nationalist frenzy. How

else will they cover up for the
fact that this year more than
300 chose self immolation and
death to living yet another
painful day of grinding poverty
and deprivation? Uranium there
was plenty of, but bread and
clean drinking water there was
little."

"And the losers? They are
the pf:ﬂ|l:rlt: of Pakistan and
India, held hostage by civil and
military leaders with tunnel vi-
sion and bloated pride, now
forced to live under the fearful
shadow of nuclear tipped mis-
siles that will somneday appear
without warning from the other
side.”

The threat is far more seri-
ous and its risks for all the
peoples of South Asia are
enormously greater than was
the case in the nuclear con-
frontation between the former
Soviet Union and the western
powers.

So, bombs must not follow
bombs and missiles must not
chase missiles. Both Indians
and Pakistanis should realise
that going nuclear is not a vi-
able situation. It is a danger for

~all the peoples of South Asla.

What is needed is a regional
movement demanding immedi-
ate negotiations for mutual and
simultaneous nuclear disar-
mament and thereby renounc-
ing nuclear weapons.

———
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No “child so!dief”

MAOIST rebels in Nepal have denied allegations from the
overnment and human rights groups that they recruit
child soldiers. The leader of the underground Maojst | U
Communist Party, known as Prachanda, sald the group had a
policy of dissuading children from joining their ranks. The
overnment has accused the rebels of abducting children and
orcing them into their armed movement.

Calls for aid

HE chiefl minister of the southern Indian state of Andhra
Pradesh is calling on central government to help meet the
cost of dealing with the devasfating floods. The deluge,
described by Chandrababu Naidu as an unprecedented calamity
lor his state, has so far claimed more thag 120 lives.

Mori ends Nepal visit
APAN'S Prime Minister Yoshiro Morl assured Nepal of con-
tnued economic cooperation and lobbied for his country’s 1
agenda for reforming the United Nations, especially t'xpanding
the membership of the Security Council, Though no major ai
commitments were made Japan has agreed to look Into Nepal's
proposals for profects on river tnanagement. connumunity bridges
and an additional highway linking Kathmandu with the Taral,

Nepali and Japanese officials said. Mori sought support for re- |
forming the UN, particularly articulation of the need n the offi- |
ciai speech Nepal wounld make when the world body meets for
its Millennium Summit on September 6-8 in New York,

Dynasty Expands |

A baby bu:} for Robert Vadra and Priyanka Gandhi. The
daughter of Indian opposition leader Sonia Gandhi, has

given birth to a son, adding another generation to the
country’s most famous }N’l!iliﬁlfd}'ha&lt}'. Tﬁu boy was born at
the Sri Ganga Ram hospital in Delhi. “Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra gave birth to a healthy boy weighing 2.76 kilograms
(6.07 pounds) ...,” a doctor at the Sri Ganga Ram hospital in,
Delhi said, adding that the baby was delivered by caesarean
section.

Pakistan expels Indian diplomat

P AKISTAN has ordered the expulsion of an Indian diplomat in
[slamabad just two days after a Pakistani official at the high
commission in Delhi was expelled. Pakistan said the Indian of-
ficial P.C. Dey, had engaged in what it called activities incom-
patible with his official status - a term normally used to mean _
spying. He has been given a week to leave the country. India

ave the same reasart when it ordered the expulsion of the

akistani high commissfon official Malik Mohammad Rafique,
from Delhi.
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Furious over Olympic ‘snub’

HE Taleban's unrecognised Olympic committee has reacted

furiously to the withdrawal of accreditation for two Afghan
observers to go to the Sydney Olympics. Afghanistan will be the
only nation with no athletes at Sydney. because the
International Community does not recognise the Taleban
Government. A week ago the International Olympic Committes
(IOC) said two officials could go as observers.

Blamed for killing trekkers

Spanish woman and her teenage son have been killed by a
roup of bandits while trekking in the Himalayan mountain
foothills in northern India. Maria Angeles Girones, 34, and her
son Cristobal, 14 both from Valencia, were apparently murdered
while camping in the remote Parvati valley. Martin Young, 32, a
British man believed to be Girones” boyfriend, was also seriously
wounded in the attack.

Kidnap talks

HE mediator negotiating the release of an abducted Indian

film star will hold a third round of talks with the kidnapper -
notorious bandit, Veerappan. Veerappan abducted Rajkumar
from his farmhouse in the southern state of Tamil f_\!adu unIBD
July, and has presented a long list of demands for the filn
star’s release.

Senior rebel surrenders

NSURGENT Maoists’ Chief Political Conunissar of Bajura dis-

trict and two associates surrendered before the district
adininistration in Martadi Friday. Ram Bahadur Shahi.24,
surrendered with his associates Devi Lal Sunar,24 and a
teenager Pandu Sen. Several deserters from the gu&_rrilla group | g
have told authorities that the rebels are slaughtering cows in }
areas under their control and forcing people to eat the meat.
Cow slaughter is banned in the world's only Hindu Kingdom.
The insurgents have been waging what they call a people's war
to matahhsglll a communist state in the Kingdom.

Flood toll rises

HE death toll fromn the devastating floods in southern India
has risen to more than 130. At one point, thousands of
workers were rushed to a breach in a dam on the outskirts of
Hyderabad following the heaviest monsoon rains in 40 years.

- course being held there,

Nearly 40,000 people were evacuated from the area on
Saturdayv as the tloodwaters inundated their homes.

Fire chief angry

HE fire service in Bangladesh has criticised safety standards

in industry after twelve workers died in a blaze at a gannent
factory in Dhaka. The fire broke out in the early hours of the
morning when the main gates of the factory were locked and
there were no emergency exits. The head of the fire service,
Obaidul Hoque, said a majority of factory owners lacked proper
training and did not care much about the salety of their statf.
In the past ten years, more than 200 warkers have died in fire-
related accidents in the Bangladeshi garment industry which
employs about a million and a half people.

i g

Militants bomb newspaper office

WO armed militants set off a powerful bomb in a newspaper
office in north-east India, after having ushered employees
ountside at gunpoint. No-one was hurt in the daily Lamyanba’s
office in Imphal, the capital of Manipur state. The fwo men en-
tered the Pan Manipur Youth League building, where the news-
paper is located, under the pretence of intending to enrol on a

Artificial rain
HE Pakistani authorities have conducted an experiment to
induce rainfall in Quetta, the drought-stricken capital of
the south-western province of Balochistan. They said the
experiment led to a twr:nl?' minute downpour. Meteorological
Department officials said the rain was the result of cloud seed-

ing.
-- Compiled by Navine Murshid
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