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JS may vote on

reserved seats

next session
Several new bills
also on agenda

By Nazmul Ashraf

The upcoming session ol the
Jatlya Sangsad, planned to be a
rief one though, is likely to

have on its agenda some issues
with significant bearings on the

dational politics

Called basically to meet

sonstitutional obligation, the

session has primarily been de -
signed for only seven working
days. Beginning on September
5, the session will function un-
til September 14, saving the
weekends.

According to sources in the

Jativa Sangsad Secretariat, the

ensuing session will decide the
fate of the crucial bill on wom -
'«n's reserved seats, which is
How lving with the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Law Ministry
The committee is still unde:
cided on whether the scruti-
nised bill should be placed be -
[Are the House or to seek time
for further scrutuny.

If placed, the bill will then le
on the agenda, and voting will
take place on the passage of the
bill and the amendments to it,
if any. In such a case, the bill
will fail to get the two-thirds
supports required for its pas-
sage in the 330-strong parlia-
ment unless the opposition
lawinakers return to the House
and vote for it, explained a high
fficial at the Law Section in
vYarliament.

If time is sought and granfed
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General Imam
released from

-
* CMH
By Special Correspondent
Major General Imamuzza-
man. Bir Bikram. GOC, Bogra
Division was released from the
Dhaka Combined Military
Hospital yesterday alter being
kept there for 16 days under
unexplained circumstances
He was admitted to the hos -
pital on August 16 on orders of
Army Headquarters on theé al-
leged grounds of having high
blood pressure.
CMH sources said he had to
go through all soris of tesis
which revealed there was
nothing wrong with his physi-
cal or mental state. No treat-
nent or medication was pre-
cribed for the freedom fighter
meral during his confin¢ement
a VVIP Cabin at the Hogpital.
General Imamuzzaman. [a-
wus for his heroics in the¢ bat -
: of Belunia, still has Seven
jore years of service

Gen Musharraf

won't meet
Vajpayee at
UN: Pakistan

ISLAMABAD., Aug| 3l
Pakistan today ruled 4ut a
meeting between militand ruler
(reneral Pervez Musharrif and
Indian Prime .‘Jmhlvrj’ Alal
Behari ".L.{]Ir.l‘,,'l'f" on thd side -
litntes of the United Natiods mil -

Jlennium summit next wetrk, re -

ports AFP

“There is no indicatioj. pos-
sibility™ of Musharral mecting
Vajpayee, Foreign ';"JHEIL*
%i}f;Lrsman Riaz Mohamuoa«l
Khan said at a briefing

No such meeting is pn the

cards vet, he added *
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Tra_l-lsp_ort strike shelved

Govt sees logic in fare hike but 1s
against unilateral raise

Bangladesh Sarak Pariba-
han Samity will not go on an
indefinite strike from today, as
scheduled earlier, President of
the Samity and puling party MP
Magbul Hossain has said.

" We had a very successful
discussion and we are not going
on strike now”, he said after a
meeting between Communica -
tions Minister Anwar Hossain
Monju and leaders of the
Samity yesterday.

The minister told newsmen,
“We requested transport owners
not to increase fare indiscrimi-
nately and wait till September
10 when we will have another
ronnd of talks on the issue.”

He also said, “there should

By Staff Correspondent

be some increase in fare as it
remained the saine over the last
10 years.”

The Samity had earlier
threatened to go on an indefi-
nite strike from today demand -
ing reduction of fuel prices,
raised recently.

General Secretary of the
Samity said the government
side a%reed in principle to in-
crease fare but the new rate will
be decided later.

The existing rate of fare is 32
poisa and 36 poisa per km for
buses and mini-buses respec-
tively.

Leaders of Bangladesh Bus
Truck Malik Samity were not
invited to the meeting. They are
not in favour of strike.

Meanwhile, transport own -
ers have increased fare by 20 to
30 per cent in differént routes
following increase in fuel
prices recently.

Passengers protested the in-
crease in fare and some unto-
ward incidents were also re-
ported from different areas of
the country

There were also allegations
that transport owners engaged
armed goons to enforce the in-
crease of fare.

In reply to a question, lead -
ers of Sarak Paribahan Samity
said they have asked different
units of their organisation not
to increase fare before the gov-
ernmment takes a decision on
the issue
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Dignity of court can be safeguarded by
deeds and not only by law, at least not
by one thal 1s oul of sync with the time,
writes Hasnat Abdul Hye In
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Mohammad Badrul Ahsan's
Why 1s PM Grouchy with Judiciary?

Seventh instalment of the
Supplementary Report of Hamoodur
Rahman Commission' Some Relevan!
Extracls
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Respite for Ershad

SC extends deadline for surrender

The Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court yesterday
extended time for former Presi-
dent HM Ershad’'s surrender be-
fore the trial court.

It further ordered that the
special leave petition should be
filecdd before the full court within
one week alter the court reopens
on October 15

Justice AM Mahmudur
Rahman, a Vacation Bench
judge of the Appellate Division
of the Supreme Court heard Er-
shad’s petition seeking time for
his surrender before the trial
court and issued the order

Barrister Rafiqul Huq, coun-
sel for Ershad, submitted before
the court that his client had not
vet received the certified coples
of the HC order and as such

By Staft Correspondent

when the court wanted to
know whether any warranut of
arrest has been issuedd against
Ershad, the prosecution '-.c';ughl
one-hour time to answer. The

Speaker accused
of violating
“natural justice”
Writ against vacancy
order on Sunday

By Staff Correspondent

Former President HM Er-
shad will file a wril petition,on

Sunday challenging the order

Encroachers
flout BIWTA
ultimatum

By Staff Correspondent

BIWTA's well-publicised 30-
day ultimatum to remove all
encroachments from the river
Buriganga expired Monday
without any one of the 200 en-
croachers paying any heed

Moreover, the BIWTA offi-
clals do not have any plan In
hand whatsoever about what
action they would take now.
They failed to say what they
would do now to recover the
Buriganga from the clasp of the
encroachers after their ultima-

court rejected the prayver and
passed the order '

In another development, the
Second Additional District and
Sessions Judge's Court, Dhaka
fixed September 4 for submit-
ting certified coples of the or-
ders of the Appellate Division
of the Supreme Court and the
High Court Division regarding
Ershad’s surrender before the
trial court in the Janata Tower

case
tum Is over
Earlier, Ershad's counsel One source said that the con-
Shaikh Mohammad Serajul cerned officials were too busy

with other things to lock Into
the problems of Buriganga en-
croachments. The ultimatum
was 9gerved following public
pressure on BIWTA to protect

the lifeline of the river ol which

Islaim moved the petition i the
Court of District and Sessions
Judge, Dhaka.

On August 24, a Division
Bench of High Court comprising

leave petition could not filed.
The hearing that began at 10:30
a.m. continued for 15 minutes,
Ershad intended to file leave
petition against the HC order
after receiving the certified
copies of the order, the counsel
said praying for time to enable
him to file the leave petition
The additional attorney gen-
eral and the deputy attorne)

cancelling his membership in
the Jatiya Sangsad, his lawyer
Barrister Rafiqul Huq said ves-
terday.

Barrister Huq accused tlie
Speaker of having "acted {lle.
gally and in violation ol the
principal of natural justice.”

tle cited two similar cases
forwarded to the Election
Commission by the Speaker on
a reference from the Prime

Justice Golam Rabbani and Jus-
tice Latifur Rahman Iin their
judgement in the "Janata Tower
Case sentenced kErshad to five
yvears lmprisonment and fined
Tk 5.5 crore, in default two
more vears. The court also lined
18 others including his wife
Roushan Ershad

A lower court had earlier
sentenced the formier President
to seven years imprisonmment in

BIWTA is the custodian

Sources also said that the
BIWTA has no plan in hand to
evict the encroachers. The con-
cerned file is now lying with the
Director Port of BIWTA

If the BIWTA wants to fulfil
its pledge to clear the river
Buriganga, it would have to
write to the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Dhaka and also seek

Khulna Mayor in the dock

3 others also charged with misappropriation of Tk 3.56¢r

KHULNA. Aug 31: The Anti-
corruption Bureau, Khulna has
filed a case with Khulna thana
today against Mayor Sheikh
Tayabur Rahman and three
others on charge of misappro-
priating Tk 3,56,32000 from the
Khulna City Corporation.

Three other accused are APS
Sheikh Shafiqul Hasan, PA
Khan Esharat Ali and PRO
Sarder Abu Taher.

According to FIR, Mavor
Tayab received Tk 4.56,32,526
from T&T Board. Khulna h
1995 and 1996 for renovation O

roads that were damaged due to

From Staff Correspondent

installation of telephone lines
in the city.

This money
four cheques as compensation
to repair several roads. But he
spent Tk 3,55,69,845 without
any lawful authority and ap -
proval of the government, the
FIR added.

Besides, the City Mayor paid
Tk 38,140 to his APS Shafiqul
Hasan as travelling allowance
during his visit to India from
October 25 to November 10 in
1995 also without anv legal au-
thority and prior permission of

was given 11l

the Prime Minister as required
under the rules, the FIR said. He
also paid Tk 18,566 to PRO Abu
raher against TA bill without
any legal authority.

The City Mayor also paid TK
21 R34 fromm KCC fund to his PA
FEsharat Al for travelling to
ludia without any legal author -
ity and prior permission of the
Primme Minister

He misappropriated TK
1.06.296 in the name ol pay-
ment of TA bills causing tinan-
cial loss to the national exche -
quer, the FIR added

general opposed the prayer for
stav

See page 11 col 4

police assistance. Besides, they
might have to procure bulldoz-
ers for demolition inside the

the same case

The Power Development
Board (PDB) is seeking a post-

facto gpproval from the Eco-
nomic Xelations Division (ERD)
for its 17.7 million US dellar

contract with a Russian com-
pany for rehabilitation of Gho-
rashal 1 and 2 power units

PDB signed the contract on
May 31 "bypassing” the ERD,
which was "gross violation of
rules of business”, sources said
Funds for the rehabilitation
work are to be provided under a
supplier's credit, for which ERD
has to sign a loan agreement
first.

After PDB signed the con-
tract, ERD wrote a letter to the
Energy Ministry seeking lo
know who would take the re-
sponsibility of the contract and
whether PDB would pay lor the
loan. The contract was signed
when Quamrul Islam Siddigue
was Chairman of PDB.

Following ERD's objection,

PDB out to cover up
‘oross violation’

Star Report

the government last month
formed a nine-member inter.
ministerial committee to probe
\legations of nepotisin and
abuse of power by the lormer
chairman of PDB

The Power Division of the
Energy Ministry last month

sought an® explanation from
PDB regarding signing of the
contract with the Russian com-
pany, Technoprompimport

The Ministry specifically
wanted to know why PDB
signed the contract before

signing of the loan agreement
by ERD

In its recent reply, PDB Sec-
retary admitted PDB's "mis-
take” and said its officials were
"unaware" of the rules of busi-
ness for signing of such a con-
tract

The letter indirectly passed
the blame on the Energy Min-
istry for the blunder. saving
that PDB signed the contract

river. A source informed that
See page 11 col 7

British Home
Secy due
Sept 9

following approval of the min- By Staff Correspondent

ISt British Secretary of State for
: Home Affairs Jack Straw MP

Hawever, the PDB authori- il visit Bangladesh from 9-10
ties would now be alert so that | September, according to a

such things do not take place in
the future,” the letter said and
urged the Energy Ministry to
request the ERD for post-facto
approval of the contract.
Meanwhile, the probe com-
mittee could not make much
progress in its work. A lobby is
now trying to stop the investi-
gation against the former PDB
chairman, the sources claimed.
The committee was assigned

British High Commission press
release issued yesterday.

Straw. who is one of the top
cabinet ministers in Tony
Blair's government will hold
talks with Bangladesh counter-
part Home Minister Mo-
hammed Nasim. Straw will
also call on Chief Justice Latli-
fur Rahman and meet the acting
minister tor loreign aliairs

Straw would also call on the

to investigate whether PDB au- | Leader of the Opposition
thorities directly contacted any | Khaleda Zia. He will exchange
donor, PDB's alleged violation views with representatives of
of rules of business between the civil society and other
May 1, 1999 and May 31, 2000 | prominent HEures

and whether PDB's tender Straw will be ompanied
committees were formed as per bv officials from the Home OI-

fice and Foreign and Commmon- |

rules and what were the profes-
Office in the United

sional profiles of their mem-
bers

I|I'o-."- I".Ti[l]
Kingdom

Sandwip goes

under water
12.000 people take
refuge in cyelone
centres

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 31: About
12,000 people have taken refuge
at the cyclone shelters after
tidal wave inundated more than
1,000 dwelling houses in the
coastal island of Sandwip, po-
lice and other sources said to-
day.

‘Sandwip town went under
five-foot high tidal water today.
Water entered into the ground
floor of Sandwip Upazila Office
and into many shops there.
Normal life was disrupted in
Sandwip island while trallic
movement came to a halt, police

See page 11 col 5

BCL leaders on special mission

PM wants report on AL’s prospects in general elections

Ruling Awami Ls .-u“lr' sejuls
special teams to all thelt4 dis-
tricts today o prepare secret fe-
ports on the party position at
the grassroots level, sad party
SOUrces.

Primne Minister and AL chief
Sheikh Hasina assigned sope
100 former and |JI'P\!'II! leaders
of her party’s student wing fof
the fact-finding late Wednesday
night. Hasina asked |hem 10
have their reports ready before
September 11. the day she, re:
turus from New Yorkgfter af
lending the Millenniwn Sum-
mit
Student leaders t-.-lm ae
1ended the meeting with tlie PM
at her official residence; told
The Daily Star that she sought

for an ecarlv assessment o AL's

jPIrospects in the 2001 general
elections,

Sheikh Hasina also wared
that she would not take (he -
sponsibility if the young lead-
ership of her party hidulged

. |

) |

By Reaz Ahmad

acits of terrorism and extortion

If you (students and youth
leaders) don't earn any bad
name for me, I've full confi-
dence that people of my country
would elect Awainil League Into
power again,” the Al leader was
quoted as having sald by one
student leader who had attended
the meeting.

The Prime Minister's meet-
ing with the student leaders
camne a day after she had met
her cabinet colleagues Tuesday
imght. Members of AL Advisory
Counell also attended the meet-
ing. However, the two ministers
belonging to Jatiya Party and
JSD - Anwar Hossaln Manju
and ASM Rob - were not In-
vited

Eighteen teams :-nmprlhln[,r!,
current and former leaders o
the Bangladesh Chhatra League
were farmed and these set onlt
for G4 districts today. Each
teain will have to visit at least
threg districts belore returning

to the capital city by September
5

We're asked to assess grgan-
isational strength and weak-
ness of the party at the district
level, party position before the
next year's parliamentary elec-
tions and intra Pty fevds i
every distirict, '“"i('-h}"ﬂ'il olne
former student lecoler prefer.
rlnt{ anonymity

Vhen asked about reports ol
intra-party bickering and re.
sultant Incidents of violence in
recent weeks, the meeting
sources sald that the AL ¢hief
was well aware of the develop-
ments and would issue appro-
priate directives to AL leader-

- ship in the upper echelon,

Sources sald that Prlmne
Minister had, however, given

no indication as to whether any

actlon would be taken on the
basis of the suryey reports.
“Our duty Is to report to the

party chief about the trouble-
makers within the party. She
cdicd not gh’tr s any icddea ";"l‘hi'“lt.‘l'
any actions will follow or not,”
sald one source

In the meeting Sheikh
Hasina also advised the survey
team members to try to judge
the popularity of prospective AL
candidates for next parliamen-
tary electfons In their respee-
tive constituencies,

She also asked the student
and vouth leaders to bulld up
political canpalgn against the
BNP<led Opposition Allilance
and dubbed the Khaleda-Ershad
hobnob as i political
hvpocerisy.

Leaders attending the meet-
Ing were also advised to high-
light AL government's perfor-
mance over the last four vears
with special emphasis on
poverty-eradication, literacy
movement and child health is-
sues,

ih v

Dissuade Delhi
from building
N-plant in

Sunderbans
FOEB urges govt

By Special Correspondent

The Friends of the Earth,
Bangladesh (FOEB) has ap-
pealed to the government (o
take up with New Delhi the |s -
sue of India’s plan to build a
nuclear power station on Iis
part of the Sundarbans.

“The two Sundarbans are
indivisible. A nuclear station is
bound to adversely alfect the
blo-diversity o1 the
Sundarbans as a whole,
Professor Kazl Zaker Hossaln,
a well-known zoologist sald
yesterday.

Professor Hossain who car -
ried out the first census In the
Sundarbans in the eighties to
determine the number of Royal
Bengal Tigers, told a workshop
in the city that there Is no guar-
antee that another tragedy shn -

llar to Bhopal or Chernobyl
See page 11 col 7
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Ready_for_ Sale, Lease & Rent
Modern Office Space
PRAGATI-RHONE POULENC CENTRE

= Ay

at the Heart of Kawran Bazar |

e Commercial District.
. )

N 1 M » Uninterrupted views. Roads on South and East side.
' Sun Cool Curtain wall finished with concealed

location for placing AC condenser units.

Power Supply :
DESA with standby Generator.

Fire & Safety :

Most modern fire detection system
along with fire Hydrant and fire
extinguishers in each floor.

Lift :

3 Superb Quality Express Elevators
of 13 persons capacity.

Floors Specification :

6440 Sft. per floor.

Basement :

1 Level Basement for car park.
Parking : "

Car Park in Basement and around.

e

Contact Person .

Engr. Md. Rafiqul Islam
Project Manager, Mobile : 017'5.41507

=

e ——————— —_— _

Pragati Insurance Limited

Uttara Bank Bhaban |
90-91 Motijheel Commercial Area
Telephone : 9560142, 9666542




