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HE creation of a new Fed-

eral Government Admin-

istrative Centre at Putra-
java marks a new chapter in the
development history of modern
Malaysia.

This move was deemed nec-
essary to improve the urban en-
vironment and enhance the
quality of life in Kuala Lumpur,
and at the same time sustain
the capital city as a premier
business centre.

Strategically located along
the Kuala Lumpur-KL Interna-
tional Airport (KLLA) growth
corridor, Putrajaya will be eas-
ily accessible through planned
inter-city networks by road and

rail.
The Vision

Putrajaya will house the
Federal Government min-
istries, departments and agen-
cles to provide for more efli-
cient management and opera-
tion. The envisaged goal would
be the creation of a federal gov-
ernment administrative centre
that portrays the image of a
garden city in harmony with
the environment, while being a
modern, futuristic, intelligent
and a unique world class city.

The master plan for the de-
velopment of Putrajaya incor-
porates the best in city planning
and landscape architecture. Its
planning emphasises the
preservation of its eco-culture
while promoting an active,
lively and caring society in a
harmonious and refreshing
environment designed a case
the pressure and stress of mod-
ern living.

Putrajaya is a planned city
with comprehensive policies
and guidelines for land-use dis-
tributions. tramnsportation sys-
tem. utilities and infrastruc-
ture. housing, public amenities,
information technology, parks
and gardens.

Planning and

Development Concept

The development concept of
Putrajaya is based on the fun-
damental trinity of relation-
ships. namely., between Man
and His Creator:-betweenl Man
and His Fellow Man which
symbolises the caring and
friendly society founded on
Malaysian culture: and between
Man and His Environment,
preserving balanced eco-culture
and environmental sensibility.

Putrajaya will be developed
as an intelligent city with mul-
timedia technologies to facili-
tate conununication and inter-
action between government of-
fices. business community and
the people in the quest to €n-
hance the quality of life and the
pursuit of excellence in the
working environment

To successfully realise the
government s goal to be an el-
fective and efficient govern-
ment centre with excellent civil
service. Putrajaya is sited

within the Multimedia Super
Corridor to leap-frog Malaysia
inio the information age via a
multimedia-networked paper-
less administration that will
link Putrajava to government

centres around ghe country.

City in a Garden

The undulating nature of the
land lends itself to the creation
of a city in a garden with a
number of parks and gardens, a
600-hectare man-made lake as
its principal landscape feature,
and a combination of invitin
open spaces for relaxation an
outdoor activities.

Landscaping of Putrajaya 18
undertaken very seriously with
emnphasis on reforestation, €n-
“ancement of the natural land-
and promoting local

Ok ag a Malaysian landscape
lderiyy while creating a net-
work € open spaces.

,’a“‘ agarden city, Putrajaya
will alsOgrovide opportunities
for tourisg and recreational
developmern while being an at-
tractive venie for official con-
ventlons and sxhibitions.

Garden Ciwy Concept

Green areas gccount for
more than 37% O& Putrajaya
and focuses on thé enhance-
ment of the natural environ-
ment for a beautifyl and
healthy surrounding with a
network of pedestrian walk-
wavs, colonnades and gycle

Sape.

[ -

A model plan of

paths providing linkages 1o all
parts of the city.

Implementation
Progress

Progress of dm'e]nlpnmnt for
Phase 1. earmarked from 1996
to 2000 includes the construc-
tion of the Prime Minister's
Department and several Min-
{stries, Wetlands Lake, Public
parks, Putra Mc-que, Putra
Square, Bridges anr residential
components.

These have been designed to
suit topography, local climate
and cu\tural norms. while cre-
ating an interesting cityscape
with optimisation ol scenic vis-
tas and incorporation of intel-
ligeut building and infrastruc-
tural features. Phase 11 will be
undertaken from 2001 to 2010.

Layout

The identity and spirit of the
city are reflected in the core
area of Putrajava, making up
23% of total land use in the city.
Divided into 5 precincts, the
core area is linked by a 4.2 Km
Boulevard. designated as the
spirit of Putrajaya. and forms
the central axis linking the
Government Precinct with the
Sports and Recreational
precinct. Part of the Boulevard
length will serve as a cerenmao-
nial parade concourse to cater
for formal and festive proces-
SIoLS .

Lakes and Wetlands

The water body and the Wet-
land of Putrajaya will be a dis-
tinctive component of the city's
development and identity. de-
signed to be a sustainable and
halanced eco-system 1o cater for
various uses including recre-
ation. fishing. water sports and
transportation. It will also
serve as a scientific and biolog-
ical research facility.

Putrajaya’s parks and gar-
dens will include the Botanical
Garden that showcases the myr-
jiad of local plant species; the
formal Taman Putra Perdana
with the steel structure Mercu-
tanda (land mark). and the
Taman Rimba Alam that will

‘Putrafava’s very own patural

‘WresSt park, There will be 12
parks and garden$ i Plfrajaya
that contribute to its Gardeu
City character.

Landmarks

The Perdana Putra located
near the Putra Mosque, symbol-
ises Putrajaya as the federal
government administrative
centre. The complex also houses
the Deputy Prime Ministers of-
fice. offices of Ministers and
their deputies in the Prime
Minister's Department and the
office of the Chief Secretary 1o
the Government.

Located next to the lake, the
Putra Mosque oozes Islamic
heritage. enhanced by the 116-
metre minaret. With a capacity
of 15.000 at any one time, the
mosque also has a VIP room, li-

,

Putrajaya, the new Federal Administrative Centre

brary. Al-Quran Manuscript
Museum, auditorium, exhibl-
tion foyer and seminar room.
Part of the protocol roule,
the 370-metre long Sri Perdana

Bridge is buflt across the lake of

Putrajaya. Beautifully land-
scaped to portray the atmo-
sphere of the Islamic Middle
East civilisation, rest areas are
provided along the bridge for

visitors to enjoy the unique

scenery of the surrounding

Ar€a.

Dataran Putra will be the fo-
cus of national celebrations
and important functions.
Formed by eleven. thirteen and
fourteen star-end shaped com-
binations that represent
Malaysia before independence,
Malaysia In 1963 an

Kunala Lumpur respectively, the
combination of these patterns
form a perfect circle that por-
iravs the principle of unity in
Malaysia

The most [JTI“‘H”?}“HI% Ijrlfigl‘_‘
in Putrajaya is the two-tier Pu-

ira Hrirlg‘r-.' built based on the |s-

lamic design of the Khaju
Bridge at Isfahan. While the up-
per ter is for normal cars, the
lower tler is designated for ser-

vice tunnel, LRT system and

pedestrian walkway.

The Nature
Centre (NIC), a sin
hexagon-shaped building, built
hawﬁ

the inclu-
sion of the Federal Territory ol

Interpretation
le-storey

on the traditional design

of Malaysia's heritage, near a
small dam at the Wetlands of
Putrajaya serves as an exhibi-
tion centre and optimum breed-
ing ground for greenery.

The Mixed Development
Precinct incorporates conuner-
cial and government buildings.
parks, open spaces and residen-
tial areas.

The Civic and Cultural
Precinct will be the focal point
for civic and cultural activities
and will hiouse Putrajaya’s mu-
seums, art galleries, theatres,
archives and amphitheatre. Lo-
cated in this precinct will be the
yrand Mosque of Putrajaya on
the Kiblat axis that extends oul
of the western shore of the Lake,
the Court Square, Cultural
Square and the office complex
of Putrajaya Corporation.

The Commercial Precinct
will be the central business dis-
trict of the city, deemed a prime
area for investment and a pres-
tigious address for businesses.

Stadiums, sports centres,
exhibition buildings and edu-

cational institutions will be

centred in the Sports and

Recreation Precinct.
Strategies

Strategies are formulated to
incorporate environmental
control measures within all de-
velopment stages: (O provide
procedures for monitoring
which are pragmatic, and com-
ply with Department of Envi-
ronment Approval Conditions:
provide chains of command to
dentify and engender respon-
sibilities for environmental
controls and initiatives: and
develop codes of practices.
checklists and other worKking
rograms to aid gathering ol in-
ormation to provide an early
warning system. X

Putrajaya in Brief

When developed, Putrajaya
will present an ideal working
environment with its advanced
IT infrastructure and support
facilities to a working popula-
tion of 76,000 in the public sec-
tor and 135.000 in the private
sector.

Putrajaya presents invest-
ment opportunities to business

Jand commercial. enterprises

that are related to governient
services and to cater to its popu-
lation of 330,000 people

The planning and design of
Putrajaya's residential areas is
intended to achieve a sense of
identity through neighbour-
hood focal points. landscaping
and the treatinent of the public
realin to experience a quality of
life that nurtures oneself phys-

icallv. mentally and spirita-
allv,
Benefits of Putrajaya

Development
The government decision 1o
move from Kuala Lumpur to Pu-
irajaya gained Cabinet ap-
proval as the pace of growth
traffic jams, environmental

degradation and flooding in
Kiuala Lumpur was causing con-
cern. The development of Putra-
jaya would seem like the right
thing to do, to relieve the pres-
sure on Kuala Lumpur, as mov-
ing some 76,000 government
employees out of Kuala Lumpur
would result in some one mil-
lion square eters of floor
space becoming vacant and re-
ducing the number of cars chok-
Ing the streets of Kuala Lumpur.
When completed, the 4,581
hectares that will make up Pu-
trajaya, would be the realisa~
tion of the government's vision
to build a planned city with
comprehensive policies and
Euidellnes for land use distri-
utions, transportation system,
utilities and Infrastructure,
housing, public amenities, In-
formation technology. parks
and gardens.
Prime Minister’s Vision
As visualised by the Prime
Minister, Dato’ Serl Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad, Putrajaya,
the new federal government
administrative centre, will be a
city that characterises the
spirit of Malaysta in its fullest
sense In the 21 century, when
m“Kl completed.
amed In memory of the
first Prime Minister, the late
Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al-
Haj, Putrajaya Is the pride of
Malaysia - bullt by Malaysians
for Malayslans.
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Prime Minister
Dato' Seri Dr. Mahathir Mohamad

NEAC Steers the

HE National Economic Ac-

tion Council (NEAC) was

established in January
1998, six months after the onset
of the crisis in mid-July 1997
following speculative attacks
on Thai Bhat. The setting up of
the NEAC reflects firm commit-
ment and also determination
on the part of the Government
to deal with the worst ever €co-
nomic and financial crisis af-
flicting Malaysia and other
countries in the region. In the
early phase of the crisis,
Malaysia adopted the IMF's
style of austerity measures, in-
cluding a tight monetary policy
High interest rates, tight credit
environment and reduced pub-
lic sector expenditures further
contributed to the contraction
in the economy. The downward
spiral of the economy had also
been exaggerated by sharp de-
preciation of the ringgit and
across-the-board decline in
share prices.

Following meetings and dis-
cussions with over 2000 organi-
zations and individuals from
both the public and the private
sectors, including foreign ex-
perts and analysts, a com-
pletely new independent ap-
proach was taken with more
proactive, preemptive and pru-
dential measures to deal with
the crisis. The recommended
policy measures and lines of
action were spelled out clearly
in the National Economic Re-
covery Plan (NERP) which was
released in July 1998. The pub-
lic and investor confidence has
(o be restored, the currency and
capital markets stabilized,
while the country s economic
fundamentals which were ini-
tially strong needed new
strength and support, Thus, a
fiscal stimulus package was
implemented coupled with an
easy monetary policy through
reduction in statutory reserve
ratio (SRR) and interest rates.
While the expansionary flscal
and monetary policies helped to
stabilize the economy in the
short run, structural adjust-
ment and reforin measures
continued to be implemented as
part of the medium and long-
term strategies to strengthen
the structural foundation of the

economy.

In early September 1998, the
NEAC introduced additional
measures largely to regain

monetary Independence and to
terminate nffs-hu.:rv trading ol
ringgit through selective ex-
change controls and also the
pegging of ringgit at RM3.80 to
the US dollar. The selective ex-
change control policy and peg-
ging to the US Jnll-.n helped to
create an environment of cer-
tainty and stability. These
measures also helped to rein-
force ongoing structural ad-
justment :uu% reform eflorts.
including programmes ahmecd at
improving corporate gover-
nance, corporate restructuring,
and financial consolidation,
Malaysia preferred to pursue an
independent course n, action to
avold heavy soclal and political
costs experlenced by the other

| erisis-hit-countries in the re-

’

gion.

Criticism to the imposition
of selective exchange control
policy, however, has subsided
significantly with the rapid and
broad-based recovery of the
economy, rebound in stock
market activity and continued
inflow of foreign funds, includ-
ing portfolio investment. On
the external front, the current
account of the balance of pay-
ments has turmed around with
substantial surpluses recorded
in 1998 and 1999 (RM36.8 bil-
lion and RM47.4 billion respec-
tively). With strong trade sur-
plus and continued inflow of
foreign direct investment (FDI),
portfolio and other capital in-
flows, total international re-
serves improved substantially
to each USS34.2 billion as at 15
May 2000.

Real GDP growth rate which
contracted by 7.5 per cent in
1998 showed a V-snaped recov-
ery by registering growth rate of
5.4 per cent in 1999, well above
the earlier estimate of only 1.0
per cent. Real GDP growth for
the yvear 2000 is estimated at 5.8
per cent but could be higheras
predicted by many private ana-
lysts. The first quarters growth
was 11.7 per cent. Other key
economic indicators have also
shown that the Malaysian
economy has recovered com-
pletely from the crisis and cur-
rently growing at a sustainable
rate with relatively low infla-
tion, robust external sector and
few signs in of inflationary
pressures, and lower external
debt. A low rate of inflation,
rising labour income, improved
employment prospects, sub-
stantial wealth effects from
buoyant stock market as well as
ample liquidity have together
encouraged private consump-
tion expenditure. Private in-
vestment expenditure iIs ex-
pected to take centre stage with
continued low Interest rates,
higher capacity utilization and
fresh capacity expansion 10
meet new orders. The current
account of the balance of pay-
ments is expected to remain
strong this year at 14.2 per cenl
of GNP,

The firm commitment and
serlousness in managing the
crisis has enabled a quick re-
covery to take place with less
resolution costs than originally
estimated, Most important ol
all, Malaysia does not lose
sovereign rights to manage Its
own domestic economic and
political affairs, The social
fabric and political stability ol
the country remain Intact. With
solid economic recovery and
projected growth in the coming
vears. the Malaysia economy IS
polsed to be back on track again
for continued growth and pros-
perity. Nevertheless, Malaysia
has to be vigilant against any
signs of external imbalances
and nflationary pressures.

The Malaysian unorthodox
approach in managing the cri-
sis did not contravene any €s-
(ablished mternational rule or
regulation, Many have ac-
knowledged that there Is no
standard prescription to the
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Assalamualalkum
matullah Hiwabarokatuh, -

Warah-

Todayl Malaysia celebrates
the 43  annlversary of s
birth as an Iindependent coun-
try. As Malaysla celebrates this

| Joyous occasion, I wish to take

this opportunity to convey, on
behalf of the Government and
people of Malaysia, my
warmest greetings and sincere
best wishes to the government
and people of the People’s Re-
publie of Bangladesh. It |s also
with great pleasure that I take
note of the continuing bond of
friendship and cooperatiorl
between our two courntries.

The past one-year has Indeed
witnessed a further strengthen-
ing of the bilateral ties between
our two countries not only at
the officlal level, but also In
other areas of cooperation I(n-
volving the private seclor
community of both sides.
Whilst the recent successful
visit to Malaysia of Prime
Minister Sheikﬁl Hasina bears
witness to the excellent state of
our offictal ties, Malaysia’s
growing private sector inveslt-
ment in projects ranging from
telecommunication, Itrans-
portation and power generation
to education and agro-based in-
dustries in Bangladesh augurs
well for the future relationship
between the two brotherly coun-
tries. Malaysia, on her part, Is
also appreciative of the impor-
tant contribution made by
Bangladeshi workers towards
the economic development of
Mahaysia. Glven the positive
nature of our current relation-
ship, I am confident the future
holds great potential for a fur-
ther widening of these coopera-
tive ties into other areas which
would bring mutual benefits to
both sides. Malaysia’s rapid re-
covery from the recent Asian
financial crisis can only accel-
erate the process

In the field of bilateral trade,
I am alsc happy to note of the
continuing increase In the level
of bilateral commerce belween

Economy

crisis. As the economy recovers
and the objectives of the capital
control policy attained, the
Central Bank has revised the
measures. Exchange controls
have been liberalized on 21
September 1999, and now only
a flat 10 per cent levy is charged
on repatriation of profits on
portfolio investment

Going forward, new items on
the economic agenda for
Malaysia include preparing for
the Third Outline Perspective
Plan (2001-2010), The Eighth
Malaysia Plan (2001-2005), the

us. Aside from being an Impor-
tant source of forelgn workers
to Malaysla, Bangladesh has
also remained an Important
market for Malaysian goods
ranging from Jfoodstuff and
electrical and electronic appll-
ances to the Import of
Malaysian-made molor trucks
and the Proton cars. Given the
tremendous potential that exist
in this sector, I am confident
that greater Interaction De-

tween the trading community of

both countries could only fur-
ther enhance this healthy slate
of relationship In the future. I
is my fervent hope to be able to
make I(mportant contribution
to this endeavor during my
tenure of office here.

This year ulso witnessed the
second year Malaysia has
moved rapidly out of the region-
wide recession. In Lhis,
Malaysians can take deep pride
in the Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter's cholce of heterodox ineans,
despite initial wide spread crit-
icisms, o surmournl the re-
gional economic crisis. Today,
Malaysia has once again proved
the critics wrong. With a bur-
geoning Jforelgn reserve of more
than USD30 billion and a pro-
Jected growth of between 5-6%
this year, there is no denying
the Malaysian economy is back
on the fast track to recovery. In
this regard, Malaysia Is ever
ready to share with Bangladesh
its own experlences in fields
which could bring mutual bene-
fit to both countries, whether
‘within the framework of the
Malaysian Technical Coopera-
tion Programme (MTCP) or any
other bilateral and multilateral
cooperalive mechanisms.

[ am also pleased to note of
the excellent state of Qur coop-
eration in various regional and
multilateral agencies where
both countries have consis-
tently sought to further the
cause of peace and stability in
the international community.
Our common membership of
the United Nations Security
Council, Organization Islamic

v

further strengthen an
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Conference (OIC), the Com-
monwealth, Non Aligned
Movement (NAM), Develop-

ment-8 (D8) and other reglonal
and (nternational agencies Les-
tifles to this fact. Our valuable
contribution In these Institu-
tions has been duly recognized
by the international commu-
nity. In this regard, I would like
to wish the People's Republic of
Bangladesh every success (n ILs
E(,Iﬂrt to host the next NAM
Summit in Dhaka in the year
2001.

Finally, allow me to express
my sincere gratitude and hap-
rinpss to be able (o serve in your
yeaultiful country and I pray to
Allah Almighty for the contin-
ued peace and prosperity of the
Government! and people of the
People's Republic of
Bangladesh. On my part, | shall
endeavor to do my very best to
solldify
the already close cordial ties of
friendship and cooperation
that exist betiveen our two
brotherly countries. Insya-Al-
lah

Wassalamulaikum Warah-

matullah Hiwabarokatuh.

Dr Mohd Yusof Bin
Ahmad

High Commissioner of
Malaysia to Bangladesh

out of Recession

Capital Market Master Plan
and the Master Plan for the Fi-
nancial System. Corporate re-
structuring and financial sector
reforms, including bank con-
solidation will continue to be
given priority to ensure the pre-
vious episodes of insufficient
corporate governance and weak
banking system does not recur
again. Measures to ensure effi-
ciency and competitiveness of
the nation will be emphasized,
while new sources of economic
growth identified. The next
phase of economic development

includes moving into a new
economy with strong emphasis
on knowledge. skills, innova-
tion and new ideas as part of the
strategy for pro-innovation
growth policy and productivity
driven growth. The K-Economy
Master Plan is expected to be
ready by the end of the year to
spearhead development to-
wards a knowledge-based econ-
omy

:H'tl{'}ll‘}_ﬂh Malavsia has suc-
cessfully pursued a balanced
and consistent set ol macro¢co-

Continued on page 14

Our Heartiest C ongratu[ations on the

Occasion of the National Day of
Malaysia
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