. e

-9

BRAHMANBARIA., Aug 28:
Residents in the district head-
quarters are deprived of civic
amenities for a long time, :

Although the population in
the town is rising day by day,
facilities for the residents are
not increasing accordingly.

Established in 1868, the
municipality area covers an
area of seven square miles.
About 1,25.000 people are now
living in the town.

The municipality was up-
raded to A grade in 1994, But
the facilities are not increased.
Absence of drainage. crisis of
drinking water, lack of ade-
quate sanitation sysiem,
streetlights and deplorable
conditions of roads are the
main problems the residents
are facing.

Absence of drainage is caus-
ing water-logging. Sli%‘hl rain is
the source of the problem. Be-
sides, unauthorised structures
along the narrow roads and
lanes prevent rainwater [rom

draining.

Progress of cases
being hampered

From Our Correspondent
KUSHTIA, Aug 28: Progress
of cases lying with several
courts here is teing hampered
as summon notices are not
served on witnesses in time.

There is allegation that po-
licemnen are reluctant to hand
over the notices to the people
concerned.

Some dishonest policemen
allegedly do not serve notices in
exchange for ‘'underhand deal
with the accused. Sources with
courts said this malpractice is
common in most loan default-
ing case.

Summon notices are served
on people concerned during
trial of ceases through police-
men of different police stations.

However, most of the drains
are filled with filth and
arbage, cansing water-logging.
Sarkerpara, Banikpara and
North Mourail areas in the
town go under water in the
rainy seasorn.

Roads, lanes and by-lanes
remain in deplorable condition
due to absence of proper main-

tenance and repair. Many
cracks and holes have devel-
oped on Paik Para Road, Medda
Bazar Road, Kazipara Road and
Sarkerpara Road, hampering
smooth movement of velicles.

Tufayel Azam Road is the
main road in the town, but even
the pedestrians cannot walk
through the road.

Violation of traffic rules has
become a normal affair. But it
creates serious traffic jam in
the town.' Residents face severe
traffic jam in Medda Bazar
Road, Paikpara Tempo stand.
Tan Bazar Road, Mosque Road,
Cinema Hall Road, TA Road,
Station Road and Kali Barl in-
tersection.

Residents said traftic jam
takes serfous turn because ol
increasing number of rick-
shaws. According to sources in
Brahmanbaria Municipality,
there are 4.000 licensed rick-
shaws in the town, but at least
10,000 rickshaws are plying on
the roads.

Streetlights are inadequate.
Bulbs of maximum light posts
remain broken or out of order
for a long time. Most of the
roads and residential areas
plunge into darkness just after
sunset.

Garbage of drains is removed
at dayvtime, creating obnoxious
odour. Homeless people respond
to the call of nature in roadside
places and drains, causing in-
convenience to commoi people

There is a children’s park in
the town, but nobody takes care
of it. As a result, the park has
turned into a grazing field.

A poor Brahmin!

From Sk Md Shahidul Islam

When contacted, one of the ofli-
cers of the munlicipality sald
the park is not the property of
the municlpality. 1t (s dnder the
supervision of the distriet ad-
ministration, he added.
The residents have urged the
authorities concerned to take
roper steps to solve the prob-
eims.

Popular
nursery
business

From A Correspondent

MADARIPUR, Aug 28: Nurs-
ery business in gaining popu-
larity here.

It {s gathered that the num-
ber of nurseries under private
ownership has increased. A
large number of people - includ-
ing unemployed youths and
housewives are setting up nurs-
eries in various places finding
it a source of earning a living,

A total of 60 such nurseries
have been set up here recently.
About 400 people are working
in these nurseries. These nurs-
eries are growing saplings of
various trees. Owners of these
nurseries are being benefited.
These nurseries are generating
employment opportunities for
the jobless youths.

The government has set up
nursery in every upazila head-
quarters under the supervision
of the Agriculture Extension
Department, saplings of various
first bearing trees are being
supplied from these nurseries,

The saplings grown in these
nurseries include mango, jack-
fruit, guava, lichi, black berry
pomp granate mahogany, Se-
gun, shal, eucalyptus, shilkaral,
shisshu babla cinnamon and
cardamom.
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Respiratory diseases on rise

SIRAJGANJ, Aug 28: The
number of patients suffering
from resplratory problems,
congh, chronfec headache, si-
nusitis, lung tumor and blood
pressure are rising in the
northern region, particularly
in urban areas, due to air pollu
tion, accurdln% to physicians.

Inhaling of smoke emitted
by diesel-driven vehicles may
also cause loss of 1Q and hear -
ing they sald.

Unabated marketing of di -

luted fuel by a section of dealers |

has posed a serious threat to
public health in this reglon in -
cluding Sirajganj district. But
the authorities have failed to
come up with effective steps to
crack down on the lawbreakers.

“There are a good number of
clandestine centres in different
parts of the region where petrol
and octane are diluted, causing
damage not only to the engines
of vehicles, but also the envi-
ronment,” said an ecologist.

An anarchic situations was
prevailing in oil depots of the
region due to ille al activities
by a section of BSTI officials,
adulteration of fuel, cheating in
measurement, extortionisin,
inaction of law-enforcers and
lack of steps to clean up the bot -
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From Our Correspondent

toms of oll depots at regular in -
tervals to keep those free from
sulphur and lead.

he diesel-driven vehicles
pollute the environment send-
ing suspended particulate mat -
ter (SPM) Into the air,

The SPM that comes oul
from the fumes of diesel-driven
vehicles is smaller than 10 mi-
crons., which can easlly enter
into the lung of human being,
causing serious harm to It, ac-
cording to the doctors.

There have been allegations
that a section of employees in
Eastern Refinery mix lead with
crude petrol while some dis-
honest business people mix It
with the Imported fuel.

In a bid to check the pollu-
tion of environment, the gov-
ermunent has undertaken a pro-
grmme of markctinF lead-free
petrol and sulphur-free octane
across the country.

The government has also de -
cided to attach catalytic con-
verters to all petrol-driven ve-
hicles and particulate filters to
diesel-engine vehicles to check
the use of lead and sulphur mix
fuel.

The government had also di -
rected all the fuel distributors
to clean up the bottoms of their

Vehicles plying sans
fitness certificates

NETRAKONA, Aug 28: The
sovernment is being deprived of
luge revenue every year as
most of the vehicles ply in the
district without renewing regis -
tration or fitness certilicates,
reports UNB.

Sources said about 250 ve-
hicles, including minibus, mi-
crobus, pick-ups, are plying in
the district without any fitness
certificates.

Besides, about 300 tempos,
which lost their longevity long
ago, are also plying on
Netrakona-Madan, Netrakona-
Kendua, Purbadhala-Zaria,
Zanjail-Durgapur, Purbadhala-
Barhatta and Mohonganj-
Dampara routes without hav -
ing any fitness certificates.

The number of updated regis-
tered cars, microbus and pick-
ups, apart from a good number
of government ftransports and
private ambulances, is very
poor against the plying ones, it
was learnt.

The unregistered vehicles

ply under the very nose of au-
thorities concerned and traffic
police but due to unknown rea-
sons they do not take legal ac -
tion against them.

In some cases it was found
that the vehicle owners collect
fitness certificates for their
vehicles, which already lost
longevity, with the help of a sec-
tion of dishonest officials of
roads and highways depart -
ment and traffic police.

As a result, road mishap has
become a common phenomenon
in the district.

Non-renewal of the registra-
tion for vehicles, is another
common problem in transport
sector. The vehicle owners gen-
erally show less interest 1o re-
new certificate and registration
due to high charges.

A 1000 CC vehicle is to pay
Tk 10,000 for per year registra -
tion fee while Tk 15,000 for
1000-1300 CC, Tk 20,000 for
1300-1500 CC and Tk 35,000 for
1500 to above CC vehicles.
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depots to help supply lead and
sulphur-free fuel. The Instruc-
tion is never followed by the
distributors. Its instruction fo
attach catalytic converters and
particulate filters also went
unheeded,

The experts said mixing of
kerosene with petrol is one ol
the main causes of air pollution
and a large number of depot
owners do that in blind pursuit
of profit, and allegation denijed
by the dealers.

“Dilution of fuel mainly oc-
curs at Baghabari depot, but the
blame goes to the dealers.” said
a dealer declining to be named.

He also accused the Jaw-cn -
forcers ol turning a blind eye 1o
the real culprits. Meanwhile,
Fuel Distributors Assoclation

depots and putting an end to toll

BSTI officials.
Water-logging
problem in
Gopalganj

From Our Correspondent

GOPALGANJ, Aug 28: Water-
logging is one of the main prob-
lems for residents in the district
headquarters. Slight rain s the
source of the problem due to
lack of drainage.

The problem {s common in
Beparipatti, Sahapara, Batash
Palli, Natun Bazar, Gatepara,
Theatre Road, Dey Road,
Thanapara and Launch Ghat
Road areas in the town.

Besides, wunauthorised
structures along the narrow
roads and lanes prevent rain-

Residents complain the au-
thorities concerned do not pay
attention to thelr sufferings.
They have urged the authorities .

£ KL A . |
This is one of the many ideal breeding grounds of
mosquitoes in Sylhet town. Photo shows a drain at Tal-
tala point where huge heaps of polythene bags causing

hindrance to the smooth rolling of rainwaters. Neither

e

to take immediate steps 1o solve | the municipality authority takes any initiative to keep it

the problem.

Housewife
killed by

husband

From Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH, Aug 28: A
housewife was allegedly Kkilled
by her husband at Rupkhali in
Sadar upazila on Friday night
while three bodies were recov-
ered from Begunbari in Sadar
upazila.

According to  sources,
Korban Ali attacked her wife
Anwara Khatun (Lily), 28, with
a sharp weapon while she was
preparing for Fazr prayers. Lily
died on the spot. Kotwali police
recovered the body and sent it to
Mymensingh Medical College
Hospital iorgue for autopsy.

Mean .hile, GRP police have
three
unidentified men from the
railway statjion arga at Begun -
bart in Sadar upazila.'~

Separate cases were filed
with the police.

Two killed 1n
Satkhira
road accident

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Aug 28: Two
people were killed recently in a
road accident on Satkhira-Jes-
sore road near Chhoygharia in
Sadar upazila.

One of the victims was iden-
tified as Ahad Ali Kagochi, 58,
of village Krishnanagar in
Kaliganj upazila while the
other victim was not identified.

Police said the accident oc-
curred when a passenger bus
skidded off the road after the
driver lost his control over the
steering.

The two died on the spot.

Life term for
three killers

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Aug 28. Three
people here recently received
life terin on charge of kjlling a
woinall.

The case in brief is that ac-
cused Mujibur Rahman of
Kathanda village under Sadar
upazila Kkilled his wife Noor
Jahjan Begum with the help of
Nuruzzaman and Haidar Ali on
May 6. 1995.
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f:lean, nor the people are aware of the consequence of
improper disposal of the same.

— Star photo by Igbal Siddiquee

Man gets 10-yr RI

JOYPURHAT, Aug 28: A court here has sentenced a local BNP
leader to 10 years rigorous imprisonment (RI) for possessing il-
legal arms, reports UNB.

The court also fined the convict Nazrul Islam. 40, organising
secretary of sadar upazila BNP unit and member of Jamalpur
Union Parishad Tk 35,000, in default, to suffer six months RI
more. Police arrested him two years back with a pistol from in
front of the TNO office. After examining records and witnesses,
the Additional District and Sessions gudge Razaul Islam pro-
nounced the judgement recently.

382 projects being implemented

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Aug 28: Government has sanctioned
615 tonnes of wheat for implemﬂnm%BBZ projects here during
the current financial year, reports BSS.

The projects will be implemented in 5 upazilas and three
municipalities here. Under the programme derelict ponds and
canals will be re-excavated and rural roads and flood protection
embankment will be repaired and constructed. Upazila-wise
breakup of the wheat is Chapainawabganj Sadar-123 tonnes-51
projects, Shibganj-164 tonnes-113 projects, Gaomastapur 82

tonnes-57. projects Nachol 72:4bnnes:64 projects.; o and

Blioldliat-84 torings-57 Projects. The municipalitywise preaku
{s Chapainawabganj N ﬁLl'cfpalHy ‘41 tonnes for 27 'proje%ts‘?
Shibganj Municipality 49 tonnes for 4 projects, Rohanpur
Municipality 20 tonnes for D9 projects.

Janmastami observed

COMILLA, Aug 28: Janmastami. a Hindu festival, was cele-
brated here on August 22 in a befitting manner, reports BSS.

Comilla Puja Udjapan Committee held a daylong pro -
gramme at Anandamayee Kalibari in this occasion. The pro-
gramme inlcuded recitation from geeta, aroti and distribution
of prashad. A discussion meeting on the life of lord Sree
Krishna was held. A colourful procession was brought out from
Anandamayee Kalibari in the morning, which paraded the
main roads of the town. Hundreds of members of the Hindu
community joined in the procession. The discussion was
presided over by the Prof Debabrata Datta, Advocate Haripada
Acharjayva. Dharma Rakkhit and Professor Shibu
Chakarabartee were spoke on the occasion.

Acid thrower jailed

JHALAKATI, Aug 28: A special court here on Thursday found
a youth of Sadar upazila guilty of acid attack and sentenced him
to seven vears in jail. reports UNB.

The court also fined the accused, Panna Bepari, of village
Kistakathi Tk 2,000 and he will have to suffer three months
more RI if he fails to pay the amount. According to the case his-
tory in brief: Panna Bepari threw acid at Rosy Begum, 16,
daughter of Abdul Zabbar of village Indrapasha in 1999 as she
refused his marriage offer. After examining the records and
witnesses, the court handed, down the verdict.

Extortionist gets 7-yr RI

CHITTAGONG Aug 28: District and Tribunal Judge ANM
Bashirullah here on Monday sentenced Ruhul Amin alias Amin
to seven vears rigorous imprisonment (RI) and fined Taka 50
thousand in default to suffer one year more Rl on charge of ex-
tortion from a hotel manager. reports BSS.

The prosecution itated that Ruhul Amin alias Amin of Double
Mooring was caught red-handed by Halishahar police when he
was snatching away Taka 11,000 from the manager of New
Sonargaon Hotel near Chotopol in the city on March 5. A case
was filed against the accused with Double Mooring Police. Police
later submitted charge sheet against him. The tribunal judge
examined 13 witnesses in the case and found the accused guilty.

“Workshop

JESSORE, Aug 28: A daylong workshop on arsenic problem
was held at the Zilla School auditorium here on Sunday, re-
ports UNB.

Local Government Secretary Badiur Rahman inaugurated
the workshop with Khulna Divisional Commissioner Muhammad
Abu Taher in the chair. Some 342 officials, including DCs from
Jessore, Jhenidah, Magura . Chuadanga, Meherpur and Kush-
tia, attended the workshop.

Netrakona district unit of Jatiyotabadi Sechhasebak Dal
recently brought out a procession in the distriet town
condemning the filing of a ‘false’ case against Tareq
Rahman, the eldest son of Khaleda Zia, Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament. The processionists demanded
immediate withdrawal of the case. — Star photo
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