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NSC in Test
dilemma

Sports Reporter

The National Sports Council
(NSC) might reconsider foot-
ball's allotment on Banga-
bandhu National Stadium
(BNS) in the wake of India’s ac-
ceptance to be the opponents in
Bangladesh's malden
matech in early November, ac-
cording to reliable sources.

The NSC, who has granted
ENS to football up to October
J1, might reduce the tenure by
fifteen days in order to allow
the groundsmen to prepare the
outfield within a minimum
possible time.

“It's too early to comment on
that,” said State Minister for
Youth and Sports Obaidul
Quader when contacted last
night.

He however said that it was a
where

new situation
Bangladesh would have to play
their first Test match in
November.

"We have already allotted the
stadium to football up to Octo-
ber 31. As it is a different situa-
tion now, | shall have to seek
help from my higher authority
if the first Test has to be plaved
at the BNS in November,”
Quader added.

"We will have to sit together
to solve the matter,” he said.

The president of Board ol
Control for Cricket in India, AC
Muttiah, announced on Satur-
day that they have agreed to
play a one-off Test match
against Bangladesh in [first
week of November. before their
Test and One-Day series against
touring Zimbabwe.

Zimbabwe will arrive in In-
dia on November 5 and will
play the [irst Test against the
hosts at the Firoz Shah Kotla in
New Delhi on November 13.

Meanwhile, [3&!131*““"'“
Cricket Board (BCB) general
secretary Sved Ashraful Huq
said that it would not be possi-
ble for them to prepare the
ground if they get back the BNS
on November |
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Post to T Buily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
Sept 1, 2000 and draw
shortly afterwards

1 | Whoscored the first hattrick
in this year's Fed Cup

football?
Ritn Kanchan

Tanweer

2 | ' Who is Pakistan's cricket
team captain?

Wasim Main

- Wagar

3| Who is the captain of
Bangladesh cricket team?

Aminn] Akram Nalmur

4| Whowon the AB Bank Men's
TT title?
Armanitoia Biman Mariners

2 | Who was voted Germany's
footballer-of-the-year in 20007

Kahn Sammer Reuter
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Test .

Federation Cup final.

OVER THE MOON! Ecstatic Abahani players and officials after their victory in the

— Star photo

pre -
valled in the bat-
tle of the titans as
they edged arch
foes Mohamme-
dan Sporting Club
2-1 to lift the 16th Federation

Cup at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium yesterday.

In an entertaining final,
skipper Igbal Hossain and vet-
eran midfielder Zakir Hossain
scored

for the Dhanmondi based

powerhouse while ace striker
Alfaz pulled one back for
Mohammedan.

The victory also marked an
unique achievement for
Abahani who . equalled
Mohammedan's hattrick of
championships.

Mohammedan took the first
four Federation Cul) titles since
the tournament's inception in
1980. The two giants of local
football both have now won the
Cup seven times.

Abahani started the game
with more enterprise but the
first opportunities came
Mohammedan's way.

The Bangladesh
football team leaves for
Thailand today to play a couple
of warm-up matches ahead ol
their 9th Asian Youth Cham-
pionship campaign.

The final ‘ound of the Asian
ten teams begins in the Danang
City of Vietnam from September
3.

Placed in the Group B,
Bangladesh will play their first
match against Kuwait on
September 6.

As a build-up to main event,
Bangladesh will play two exhi-
bition matches during their
four-day stopover in Bangkok.
Although their opponents in
Bangkok are yet to be known, the
generous gesture of Thai
Football Federation president
Worawi Makudi would do a
world of good to ‘thé boys of
Pronob Kumar Dey

Under-16

Youth Chawpionship involving

Booters fly to Bangkok today

Sports Reporter

Former mnational player
Golam Sarwar Tipu will manage
the 25-member team that in-
cludes 20 booters. Ironically., Al-
Amin, who led Bangladesh in the
Group 4 qualifiers in
Jamshedpur, India, has not been
included in the team.

Bangladesh beat hosts India
in the final group league match
in June to advance into the final
round for the fourth time in a
row. In all, it is their the fifth
time qualification.

Bangladesh however had a
very little success in the final
round. This time around they
have been pencilled in to a
tougher group along with holders
Thailand, Kuwait, Oman and
Iran.

The rank-outsiders will take
on Oman on September 8 in their
second league ‘match. They will
be iipagainst faneied '[ran on
September' 10 before facing de-
fending champions Thailand in

the last preliminary round
match on September 12.
Top two teams from each

group will feature in the criss-
cross semifinals to be held on
September 15 while the grand fi-
nal is billed for September 17.
Hosts Vietnam lead the other
group that included Japan,
China, Nepal and Myanmar.

SQUAD
Mostatizur Rahman, Tariqul
Islam, Zia, Nafizur Rahman,

Roquibul Islam, Rafiquzzaman,

Moshiur Rahman, Mahbub
Alam, Aminul Islam, Tarlq,
Hadi, Maumn, Masud Parvez,
Sumon, Rizvi, Tutul, Uzzal,
Masudul Islam Dalim and
Hossain.

Officials: Anwarul Islam
(teain leader), Mainul Islam
(deputy team leader). Golam
oarwar lipu (manager), Pronob F
Kumar ' Dey ' (coach) and

Mahfuzullahh Chisti (doctor).

Missions in Pakistan, SL. & Kenya

LONDON, Aug 28:
Surrey leg-spin-
ner lan Salisbury
was recalled today
to the England
Test squad to tour
Pakistan and Sri Lanka after a
two-year absence, reports
Reuters,

Kent wicketkeeper Paul
Nixon is the only uncapped
player in the 16-man party
which also features Yorkshire
seamer Matthew Hoggard who
made his England debut in the
second Test against the West

Indies in June.
A 14-man one-day squad,

which will also play in the 1CC
Knock-out tournament in

Eng A may play
in Busta Cup

England name squads

Kenya, contained no surprises.

“Our decision to announce
the touring parties ahead of the
last Test match reflects the fact
that we have played pgood
cricket this summer and are de-
veloping a settled side,” chair-
man of selectors David
Graveney said.

“We were also Keen to ensure
that players chosen for the final
Test at The Oval did not have to
play with the added pressure of
worrying about their tour
place.”

England play the fifth Test
against West Indies this week,
leading the series 2-1, and chose
left-arm spinner Ashley Giles
instead of veteran Phil Tufnell
lor the game at The Oval.

“The choice of spinners for
the (tour) Test squad was a diffi -
cult one and involved the most
discussion between the selec-
tors,” said Graveney.

“We have opted

for lan

"Il he is not able to do so, he
will be replaced by (paceman)
Alex Tudor for the Test series in
Pakistan,” Graveney said.

Nick Knight is due to undergo
keyhole surgery on a Kknee
injury this week but is expected
to be fully fit by the time the
squad departs for Kenva.

"We did not consider
Stephen Harmison for the Test
squad as he has been advised to
rest this winter in order to re -
cover from injury.”

The one-day squad leave for
Kenya on September 28 to com -
pete in the Kenya tournament.
Test players not included in the
one-day squad are scheduled to
fly out to Pakistan on October
2

England will play three one -
day internationals and three
Tests against Pakistan before
returning home for a six-week
break over New Year.

Premier League

from Sept 1
Sports Reporter

The Premier Division Foot-
ball League will start at the
Bangabandhu National Sta-
divm from September 1.

Considering the rapidly-ex-
hausting days of their posses-
silon over Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium, the Dhaka Ma-
hanagari Football League
Committee (DMFLC) finally de-
cided on Sunday that the league
will start from Friday. The or-
ganiser of the local league had a
plan to start the league at least
after a week of the Federation
Cup final.

The DMFLC has not vet fi-
nalised the fixture, tradition
says, defending champions
Mohammedan Sporting Club
will take on promotees Dhan-
mondi Club in the inaugural
match.

Meanwhile, National Bank
Limited is likely to sponsor the
league, Accnrcﬂng to, seurces,
gm private ‘bank bas offcred

aka 45 lakh to sponsor the
league for the next three sea-
SOl1IS.

The DMFLC is yet to strike

the deal.

Green Delta
hockey

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Sporting Club
ended their first phase cam-
paign to the Green Delta
Insurance Premier Division
Hockey League on a winning
note, defeating Sonali Bank by
the odd goal in three.

With this win, the promotees
staved away from the dreaded
relegation zone with eight
points ahead of their yester-
day's vanquished, Azad and
Ajax, who holds the last place
in the nine-team league with
only one point.

The winners led
half 1-0.

Thomas opened the account
for Bangladesh Sporting in the
tenth minute before Rubel dou -
bling the margin twenty min -
utes into the second session.

Sonali Bank pulled one goal
back four minutes later
through Farid.

The defeat left the bankers
glued to their previous collec-
tion of four points on comple-

the first

! Three cheers for Abahani

Sports Reporter

In the 13th minute Rakib's
header off a Matiur Munna cor -
ner just sailed over the cross
plece,

Alfaz muffed a great chance
when he shot straight into the
hands of Abahani custodian
Biplab in the 22nd minute.

Seconds later, former na-
tional striker Imtiaz Alnned
Naqib saw his header golng out
of play after kissing the top of

- ROLL OF HONOUR

Year
1980

Champlions

(Joint champions)

Mohammedan /Brothers Union

the bar,

Mohaimmedan soon paid the
price for their faflure to find the
mark as Abahani went in front
with their first genuine attempt
of the match. But Abahani
should also consider them-
selves lucky as a horrendous
plece of pgoalkeeping from
Mohaminedan's Nizam handed
them the lead in the 25th
iminute.

Nizam niinds

was in two

Runners-up
Abahani KC

Abahani KC

Brothers Union
Brothers Unifon
Dhaka Wanderers
Mohammedan SC
Abahani KC

Mohammedan SC

Ababhani KC
Abahani KC

Arambagh KS

1981 Mohammedan SC

1982 Mohammedan SC/Abahani KC
(Joint champions)

1983 Mohammedan SC

1984 Final abandoned

1985 Abahani KC

1986 Abahani KC

1987 Mohammedan SC

1988 Abahani KC

1989 Mohammedan SC

1990 Not held

1991 Brothers Union

1992 Not held

1993 Not held

1994  Muktijoddha Sangsad

1995 Mohammedan SC

1996 Not held

1997 Abahani KC

1998  Not held

1999 Abahani KC

Abahani KC
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LEADING FROM THE

FRONT: Abaha

ni captain Igbal

jumps on teammate Kennedy after the former gave his side
the lead against Mohammedan in the Federation Cup
final at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

— Star photo

whether to grip or fist a floating
free-kick from Abahani's
Ghanalan recrult Kennedy and
eventually ended up making a
weak clearance which hit the
chest of Iqbal and started
rolling towards the goal. The
national midfielder galloped
passed Nizam and coolly put it
into the net (1-0).

In the second half,
Mohammedan coach
Hasanuzzaman made an inspir-
ing substitution in the hard
working Shoalb in place of the
out of sorts Reazul.

That change paid dividends
when the fleet-footed play-
maker orchestrated the move
that resulted in his team's
equaliser in the 75th minute,

Shoaib sent In a teasin
cross from the right into the
Abahani box which deflected
off an Abahani defender into
the path of the dangcrous Alfaz

who made no error in finishi
off (1-1). o
Minutes later, the 25.000

strong crowd at the BNS saw
Mohammedan come tantalis-
Ingly close to going ahead with
Shoaib again in the thick of
things. His corner from the
right was met by Matiur Munna
but the ball ricocheted off the
left post much to the anguish of
the Mohaminedan divotees.

As the match was seemingl
heading for the sudden deatg
extra time, Zakir sent the
Abahani fans Into raptures by
blasting in a left-footed volley
from the top of the box past a
hapless Nizam with five min-
utes of regulation perjiod re-
maining (2-1).

With their talismanic Alfaz
substituted, Mohammedan were
in total disarray after conced-
ing the second goal. They could
have been punished further had
not Don’s effort hit the wood -

work little before the final
whistle.
Home and

Telecommunications Minister
Mohammad Nasim witnessed
the final as chief guest and
handed over the trophy and a
cash award of Taka one lakh to
Abahani skipper Igbal
Hossain. Mohammedan re-
ceived Taka 75,000 in prize
mo as nunners up, ‘-t .
Q’gﬂu‘w' cn?ds'i " Don
(Abahani), Rezaul and Faisal
(Mohammedan).

TEAMS
| Abahani: Biplab, Tito.
Nazrul, Ghansha, Partho,
Zakir. Igbal, Sentu. Don,

Kannedy and Pavel (Dulal).
Mohammedan SC: Nizam.
Rezaul (Shoeb), Faisal. Ruhul

Amin, Jewel Rana. Matiur
Munna, Rakib, Jahangir,
Selim. Nakib and Alfaz (
Roman).

Referee: [brahim Nesar.

LONDON, Aug 28:
Gloucestershire
made cricket his -
tory when they
won a fourth suc-
cessive Lord's fi
nal as they defeated
Warwickshire under the
Duckworth-Lewis system to lift
the NatWest Trophy on Sunday:,
reports AFP. :
Skipper Mark Alleyne's side
became the first team to win
both major knockout competi -
tions — the Benson and Hedges
Cup and the NatWest — in the
Salne season two years running.
Warwickshire were re-

in his fifth Lord's final on the
trot after appearing in the 1998
NatWest with Derbyshire — and
lan Harvey carried
Gloucestershire to 122 for three
before the heavens opened.

Gloucestershire were well
ahead of the required scorin‘g
rate when play was called off
and a total of 101 under the D-L
system would have been suffi -
cient.

After Alleyne had won the
toss, Michael Smith struck two
early blows for Gloucestershire
to dismiss Nick Knight (1) and
Anurag Singh (10).

The rest of the front-line

Gloucs' fabulous fourth

104-ball innings and he was
given useful support in stands
of 49 with Dominic Ostler (19)
and 48 with Trevor Penney (20).

But after reaching 121 for
three, from 30 overs the
Gloucestershire bowlers estab-
lished a stranglehold via
Stnith's second spell and ocea -
sional medium pacer Tim
Hancock (two for 34).

Only 21 runs came betwe
the 30th and 40th overs wiﬁ?
Michael Smith finishing with
three for 18 from 10 overs.
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