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situation in Andhra .

HYDERABAD, India. Aug 27 :
The worst floods in decades to
favage the southern Indian
state of Andhra Pradesh wors-
elied today as fresh rains lashed
towns and villages and caused a
second breach in a dam here. of-
ficlals said, reports AFP.

The officials said swirlin
water from the breache
Foxsagar reservoir was gushing
:;::walr S ?n ;n*fi'rﬂowing lake in

€ heart of the
Hyderabad. T

The Foxsagar dam burst its
walls a second time overnight
forcing army and civil engi-
neers 1o abandon efforts to plug
the massive breach on the na-
tional reservoir, some 15 km

from Hyderabad.

Officials said a 15-foot (4.5-
metre) section of the dam ex-
ploded under pressure of water

around 2:00 a.m. Sundav (2:30

BST Saturday) and 20 neigh-
bouring residential districts

were (mmediately swamped.
Around 37.000 people livin
near Foxsagar were evacualte

before the army retreated from,

the path of the gushing water.
they said.

Sheets of water are heading
towards Hussailnsagar Lake
which is already overflowing.
a city official said, adding the
situation has triggered panic in
Hyderabad.

" At least 131 people have died
since Wednesday when the
heaviest rains in 46 years began
battering this coastal state.

Andhra Pradesh state Chiel
Minister Chandrababu Naidu
tried to allay fears of a catas-
trophe in Hyderabad and sald
the Foxsagar waters would not
cause much damage.

“My officials have told me
that even when the discharge
(rom Foxsagar reaches Hus-
sainsagar it will be minimal
and wal., level will only go up

by few inches so there is no need
to panic.” Naidu sald,

The chief minister also
urged residents to ignore ru
mours that the eity centre
reservolr was also on the verge
of bursting it walls,

On Saturday, thousands of
yeople living near Hussalnsagar
h{"(l their homes in panic amid

unconfirmed reports of a
massive breach developing.
Meanwhile, heavy rains

slammed some of the coastal
districts of Andhra Pradesh as
the downpour returned

‘evernight after a briel respite.

officlals here sald.

Hvderabad meteorological
department chief K.V. Naidu
warned of another wet spell.

‘A low pressure {s moving in
a southwesterly direction and
in the next 24 hours coastal
Andhra Pradesh can expect
moderate to very heavy rain-
fall.” the weather departiment

chiel told AFP,

Aundhra Pradesh has already
received 50 per cent more rain
thoat it normally does duoring

the monsoon seasol, Naidu
added.

As many as 13 distiets in
Andhra Madesh lhiave been
severelv affected by the flood.
ng. with Guutur, Kurnool.
Prakasam, Khammam and

Rayalascema among the worst
it

The floods have also affected
2.886 villages and towns, and

have submerged 177,987
hectares (439.627 acres) ol

farmland. The damage has been
pul at around 7.7 oillion rupees
(177 wmillion dollars).

The collapse of the civic In-
frastructure in Hyderabad has
prompted an outery againsl
computer-savvy chief minister
Natdu's ambitions to turn il
into India's largest cyber-city
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Workers repairing embankments with sand bags yesterday after the Foxsagar reservoir in
the flood ravaged southern Indian city of Hyderabad, developed a second breach following
fresh rains. Around 131 people have already died in the worst floods in decades to ravage
the Southern Indian Andhra Pradesh.

—AFP photo

Gusmao, Horta resign

DILI, East Timor. Aug 27 :
East Timor's 24-year indepen-
dence struggle came to a svin-
bolic end today when its two
most prominent figures re-
signed from the territory's lead-
ing resistance organisation, re-
ports AFP.

Xanana Gusmao, 54, who for
close to two decades was East
Timor's top freedom fighter.
announced he was quitting the
National Council of Timorese
Resistance (CNRT). of which he
was president.

His vice-president, the CN-
RT's globe-trotting chief diplo-
mat, Jose Ramos-Horta, also
announced his withdrawal
from CNRT, the organization
which led East Timor's political
struggle for independence from
Indonesia.

Gusmao said it was time for
younger people to take control
of this impoverished, fledgling
nation as it embarks on a new
struggle to build an economi-
cally viable and politically
stable democracy.

"We need renewed energy. We
need new faces...to lead this
process forward,” Gusmao told
about 350 delegates from politi-
cal parties,and social organiza-
tions.

"Therefore, | withdraw my-
self fromm CNRT."” Gusmao said

before he abruptly left the
podium and returned to his
chair beside Horta at the Dili
gymnasium that serves as
congress headquarters.

His announcement coimes
three days before the territory
celebrates the first-anniversary
of the August 30 vote in which
East Timorese overwhelmingly
opted for independence from
Indonesia, which invaded the
former Portuguese colony in
1975,

One week ago, Gusmao also
quit as commander of the Fal-
intil guerrilla army which he
had led for more than 19 years.

Both announcements appear
to remove him from any formal
role in East Timor. As a mem-
ber of CNRT, he sat with offi-
cials of the United Nations
Transitional Administration
(UNTAET) on the National Con-
sultative Council, a policy-
making body for the territory
which has been under UN ad-
ministration since October.

Gusmao has been widely
seen as a likely president lor
the new nation when elections
are held, possibly in one year's
Lime.

But in an interview with re-
porters on Saturday evening he
said he doesn’'t want the coun-
try's top job.
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East Timor leader Xanana Gusmao (L) bites his finger as

Vice President

of National

Council of Timorese

Resistance (CNRT) Ramos Horta (R) sits beside him
during the first-ever CNRT national congress in Dili on

Sunday.

Gusmao announced he 1s reSigning from the
organisation of which he was president.

—AFP photo

3 Israeli soldiers killed

in shootout with Hamas ,

ASSIRA AL-SHAMALIYA.
West Bank. Aug 27 : Three Is-
raeli soldiers were killed in an
overnight gun battle in a West
Bank village with militants
from the Islamiec resistance
movement Hamas, among themn
one of Israel's most wanted
men, reports AFP.

The firefight erupted in As-
sira Al-Shamaliva in the
northern West Bank during an
operation by an elite army unit
to track down Mahmud Abu
Hannud, a Hamas leader sus-
pected of involvement in a
string of terror attacks over the
past thiree vears,

Three Israeli soldiers were
killed and a fourth was mo«der-
ately wounded and two Hamas

Japanese island

from Tokyo.

rama volcano.

sides will sign

Phnom Penh.

missin

sald.
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Quake hits Japanese island: s,

earthquake measuring 4.9 on the Richter scale hit a small
Sunday as a mass exodus of people continuned
amid fears a major quake could strike the area. AFP reporls

activists, including Hannud.
were hurt, the army said.

Abu Hannud. 33. who was
slightly injured in the hand,
fled the scene into Palestinian-
ruled territory but was later ar-
rested by Palestinian security
forces. General Yitzhak Eytan,
commander of the Central Is-
rael military region which cov-
ers the West Bank. told re-
porters.

He said Israel suspects Abn
Hannud of Involvement in a
1997 Dbombing on west
Jerusalem's central market
which claimed 17 lives, includ-
ing two suicide bombers and 15
Israelis, and several other at-
tacks in northern Israel since
then.

The epicentre of the jolt, which struck at 9:45 a.m. (6:45
BST) was located in the Pacific near Miyakejima island, some
150 km southwest of Tokvo, the meteorological agency sald.
There were no reports of damage or casualties. Some 1,330 |s-
landers. or one-third of its population, have been evacuated as
2;;3[.;95 continued after a series of eruptions at the Mount

Vietnamese deputy PM in Cambodia:
Vietnamese Deputy Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung arrived (n
Cambodia Sunday for an officlal visit during which the two
an accord on linding
of Vietnamese soldiers killed in actlon, AFP reports from

and returning the remains

8 S Koreans dead or missing: A« ieasi

five people had been killed and three others were reported
after torrential rains battered South Korea for a third
day, officials sald yesterday, AFP reports from Seoul.

“Two government officials were killed by a landslide in the
southern city of Kunsan that also injured five people, the Na-
tional Disaster Agency sald. Hundreds of homes were destroyed,
with 1,960 hectares (4,900 acres) of farmland under water, It
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Suu Kyi refuses to bow out

4th day of stand-off drama

YANGON. Aug 27
Suu Kyi's stand-off with
Mvanmar's military govern-
nient on the outskirts of Yangon
entered a fourth day today amid
concerns she is being denied
adequate supplies of food and
water, reports AFP.

The Nobel laureate and more
than a dozen members of her
National League for Demoeracy
(NLD) were halted Tharsday as
they set off for a party meeting
in an outlying town. in defiance
of a travel ban which confines
her to the capital.

Aung San Suu Kyi refused to
obey the junta's request to turn
back a:uf has now spent three
uncomfortable days and nights
in her car in the township of
Dallah.

As food and water ran low,
the NLD appealed lor local peo-
ple to bring supplies to the op-
position leader and her en-
tourage, but complained over
the weekend that the military
was blocking the deliveries.

“If the health of those being
blocked be impaired by lack of
food and water ... this is the en-
tire respousibility of those who
have stopped them,” the NLD
central executive committee

- Aung San

said in a letter to the military
regime.

“We demand that the block-
ade be Immediately removed
and the NLD leaders be allowed
to proceed to their desired des-
tination.”

Diplomatic sources said
Aung San Suu Kyi was unlikely
to back down easily and that
the situation could become ex-
tremely difficalt if supplies
were cut oll.

“If the local people can't get
water to them, then I would
imagine things are getting
pretty tricky.” one said.

Although she is no longer
under house arrest as she was
between 1989 and 1995, Aung
San Suu Kyis movenients are
closely monitored by the mili-
tary regimme which has been in
control of Myanmar in various
guises since 1962.

The last attempt to test the
restrictions was in August 1998,
whien she was barred from trav
elling to a meeting of provincial
supporters

She camped out in a minibus
on a bridge northwest of Yangon

in a tense 13-day confrontation

that ended when she became ill
and dehvdrated.
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Lankan parties scramble to
form pacts ahead of polls

COLOMBO, Aug 27 Sri
Lanka's political parties were
today scrambling to cobble to-
gether allilances to contest the
crucial October \
polls, preparations for which
lhave already been marred by
three murders, reports AFP

Political sources said the
ruling People's Alliance (PA)
had clinched a deal with an ul-

tra-nationalist party, while the

main opposition and smaller
political groups were racing to
cutl deals belore nominations
open Monday

President Chandrika Ku-
maratnnga's PA pact with the
right-wing MEP, or People's
United Front, has surprised
many analysts given the bitter
acrimony between the two par-
lies over the government's radi-
cal ethnie peace il]:ill

e MEP had vowed to fight

tooth and nail the devolution
proposals of Kumaratunga
contained in a dralt constitn-
tion bill which secks to turin tlie
country into a de facto lederal
state in exchange for ethnic

Plane with 10

crashes 1n
Costa Rica

SAN JOSE, Aug 27: A small
airplane with 10 people on
board, including eight foreign
tourists, crashed near a volcano
in a mountainous area of Costa
Rica on Saturday. It was not
known if there were any sur-
vivors, reports AP.

The 15-seat Caravan plane,
operated by the company Na-
tional Aerial Services, was fly-
ing between the northern region
of La Fortuna. where the arenal
volcano is located, and
Tamarindo, a beach town on
the Pacific coast, when it
crashed, said Costa Rican Inte-
rior Minister Rogelio Ramos.

The plane took off from the
capital. San Jose, at 12:15 pm
stopping briefly in La Fortuna,
where a Japanese passenger cle-
planed, officials said. Air tral-
fic controllers lost contact with
the plane at 1:30 pm and alerted
rescue authorities, who as of
early Sunday morning had not
vet arrived on the scene.

'Electric heart'
sets sails on its
healing mission

LONDON, Aug 27 : A British
man has made medical history
by becoming the first person in
the world to be fitted with an
electric device to help the hearl
pump blood. The Sunday Times
reported, says AFP. :

The heart disease victim un-
derwent an operation in whicl
a thumb-sized turbine was im-
planted in his heart to help
pump oxygenated blood into the
aorta, the weekly reported, cit-
Ing researchers from the Texas
Heart Institute present at the
operation.

‘We are optimistic that if
things continue to go well
these devices could become a
pexmanent ftreatment option
for very many people,” said the
lustitute’'s manager of clinical
research, Tim Myers, who col-
laborated with surgeons in Ox-
ford on the operation, accord-
ing to The Sunday Times

Priyanka
expecting
baby

NEW DELHI, Aug 27
Congress President Sonia
Gandhi has admitted that she
cancelled her visit to the United
States as her daughter
Privanka Vadra was expecting
a baby some time next week.
reports PTI.

Yes. It Is true. |1 have can-
celled my US visit as Privanka
Is ex cctlnF, a baby next week,
Gandhi told reporters amidst
laughter at a dinner hosted by
party leader Vishwa Bandhu
Gupta on Friday.

sonla Gandhi, who Is opposi-
tion leader in Lok Sabha. was
apart of a delegation to attend
the Millennium Sunmunit of the
United Natlons next month.

To anxious queries, a visibly
happy Sonia sald there was
nothing to be worried about and
Priyanka was quite healthy.

parliamentary

peace

The bill was put on hold on
August 3 when the govermment
failed to muster the required
two thirds majority in parlia-
ment, but Kumaratunga has
vowed to have it implemented
within two months of the Octo-
ber poll.

"It looks like the govern-
ment is changing its tact,” said
an Asian diplomat. "Instead of
putting the new constitution as
the main campaign issues, the
government may try to project a
more acceptable alternative.”

Press reports here said over
the weekend that the new prime
minister, Ratnasiri Wickrem-
anayvake, had already suggested
that there could be drastic al-
ternations to Kumaratunga's
proposed constitution bill

I'he shift in PA policy could
be influenced by the powerful
Buddhist clergy who have op-
posed the draft bill with an
open campaign against it, in-
cluding a hunger strike by a
monk.

The Buddhist clergy has al-

-

ready warned that the elections
could be violent as three people
were killed in poll-related
clashes in the past week. Sev-
eral more have been wounded.

Kumaratunga had been keen
to turn the October 10 poll into
a referendum on her political
plan which she believes will
end decades of ethnic bloodshed
that has claimed over 60.000
lives, but her party appears di-
vided on the iIssue

Even as a strong opponent of
the devolution plan joined the
government Friday, a more in-
Hluential Muslim party which
had ardently backed Ku-
maratunga's political package
quit the cabinet last week

The 5ri Lanka Muslim
Congress (SLMC). which re-
signed from Kumaratunga's
government Tuesday. said it
could not remain in the gov-
ernment due to differences with
another cabinet minister

SLMC leader M.H.M. Ashraff
had issued an ultimatum to
Kumaratunga to expel Trans-
port Minister A.H.M

Fowzie.

Militants blow
up newspaper
office in Manipur

NEW DELHI, Aug 27: Two
armed militants evacuated a
newspaper office and set off a
powerful bomb in India’s insur-

ency-ridden northeast Satur-
53 . a week after an editor's
killing. a domestic news agency
reported, says AP.

No one was hurt In the ex-
plosion in the office of the Ma-
nipuri language dally
Lamyanba in Imphal, capital of
the remote and hilly Manipur
state, Press Trust of India sald.
Lamyanba, formerly a monthly
journal, is to be launched as a
newspaper next month.

The two men forced out 11
trainee journalists and 40 other
staff at gunpoint before plant-
ing the bomb. The explosion
caused extensive damage to the
bullding and two cars parked
outside, the news agency said.

No one immediately claimed
responsibility for the attack.

The explosion came a week
after the killing of Thaunaojam
Brajamani, editor of another
local newspaper.

A dozen groups are fighting
security forces in Manipur for
causes ranging from more au-
tonomy to secessjon. More then
10,000 people have been killed
in the state’s two-decade-long
insurgency. :

Taliban publicly
hang killer of
3 women

KABUL, Aug 27 : Taliban
authorities publicly hanged a
ruling militia soldier for al-
legedly killing three women
and abducting another in
Takhar province in northeast-
ern Afghanistan, state radio
said today, reports AFP.

The militia mouth-piece,
Radio Shariat, said the man
identified as Najma, who be-
longed to the northern Farah
province, was hanged in Qabr-i-
Qazi district of Takhar on Sat-
urday

‘A man who had manipu-
lated the pure name of Taliban
and had recently killed three
woman and kidnapped another
in Baharak region of Takhar
was publicly hanged in Qabr-i-
Qazi area,” the broadcast said.

He was convicted by a Tal-
iban military court and the sen-
tence was approved by the mili-
tia's supreme leader Mulla Mo-
hammad Omar, it said
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