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Discord over trade union rights at EPZs

# faclhtles by half

By Rafiq Hasan

The US government is likely
to cut by ﬁﬁv per cent the GSP
facilities for imports from
Bangladesh as the governiment
did not allow trade union right
in Export Processing Zones.

The GSP Sub-committee at
the US Trade Representative
Office (USTRO) has rejected the

overnment's explanation on

Issue,

Saying it is 'unacceptable’ as
it failed to incorporate
‘essential elements’, according
to a message received at the
Prime Minister's office.

Ghulam Hussain, Commer-
cial Councillor in Bangladesh
emnbassy in Washington sent
the message af ter meeting the
Sub-conunittee Chairman, Jon
Rosenbanm.

"It is learnt from
Rosenbaum that the Sub- com -
mittee Is preparing (o recom -
mend to the President for con-
sideration of a partial (50%)
cancellation of Bangladesh's
GSP benefits. to be effective
from October 1, 2000, the mes-
sage sald.

The formula prepared by the

Bangladesh Export Processing
Zone Authority (BEPZA) for se-
lecting representatives to the
Workers Welfare Committee
does not recognise workers’
right ol association,
Rosenbaum told Hussein.

There will be no formal
liearing on the issue in the Sub-
commniittee and its recommen -
cla tion will be effective alter the
US President's approval, the

messauge sald.

However, the Sub-commitiee
mav consider a meeting with
from

any delegatiaon
an%l adesh, it said.

When contacted, official
sources said the Foreign

Minister or the State Miuister
for Foreign Affairs. whoever ac-
companies Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina during her
forthcoming visit to US, will
meet the Sub-conunittee on the
issne, The Prime Minister
leaves for US on September 3.
The Sub-committee’'s move
follows a petition by AFL-CIO,
the largest federation of trade
unions in US. for revocation ol

facilities under GSP
(Generalised System ol
Preference) for not allowing

the

EPESs

trade union in in
conniry.

Bangladesh government had
committed withdrawal of re-
siriction on trade union activi-
ties at EPZs by 1997 in phases.

When contacted BGMEA
Mresident Andsur  Rahman
Sinha told The Daily Star that
although Bangladesh's annual
ex ports to US under GSP facili-
ties are worth only 38 million
dollars, the matter Is related to

the country’s image abroad.

‘It GSP lacility is cancelled,
the US-Bangl: wdesh  relation
will be seriously affected.” hLe
saildd

lhmmmmediately alter hearin:
news, Sinha met Comnnmerc
Abdul Jalil and re

See page 12 col 1
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Top ten in 5,

By Staff Correspondent

Mohammad Rezwanul Huq
of Barisal Cadet Cnllf'%:' has se-
cured the highest marks - 959 -
in this years HSC examina-
tions under five education
boards.

He got distinctions in math-

ematics, physics. chemistry
and statistics.
Two others - Mohammad

Abdullah Ibne Anwar and Mo-
hammad Ruhul Amin - of the
same college and S M Shahriar
Nirjon of Dhaka College fol-
lowed him securing 953 marks

each.
Nirjon stood first in the Sci- |
ence Group under Dhaka Edu- |
cation Board.
S M Iftekharul Amin of
Jhenidah Cadet College secured
the third place in the combined

See page 12 col 2
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Success

The average percentage ol
pass in Higher Secondary Cer-
tificate [(HSC) examinations
this vear is 37.47 per cent, |I1;
lowest in three vears and 15.¢
per cent lower than last year's

The five education boards in
the country published the re-
sults yesterday.

Out of total 5.05.000 exami-
nees under Dhaka. Chittagong
Comilla, Jessore and Rajshahi

pass HSC exams

rate lowest in three years

Bv Staff Correspondent

boards, 1.86,234 passed.

[he percentages of pass are
35.38, 37.92, 40.38, 37.12 and
36.55 in Dhaka, Chittagong,
Comilla, Jessore and Rajshahi
boards respectively

The number of candidates
were 1.50,141 under Dhaka
Board, 29,666 under Chittagong
Board., 74.654 under Comilla
Board. 93.151 under Jessore
Hoard and 1.22.474 under Ra-

S'pore Challenge
final today

By Sports Reporter

Pakistan take on South
Africa in the final of the Singa-
pore Challenge 2000 cnciet
tournament at the Kallang Sta-
dium today.

Pakistan booked their place
with an all-win record in the
league phase while the Proteas
made 1t by winning against New
Zealand — the third team in the

tri-nation series — in the last
game on Friday.
Ekushey Television and

Sony Max will provide live cov-
erage of the match with the tele-
cast beginning at 8 am
Bangludesh time

— Inside Today
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Rezwanul Hug, first in JB

| L
DB Science
~ merit list
[ Top 10 positions in the
combined merit list of Science
group under Dhaka Board as re -
| ported by UNB:

S M Shahriar Nirjon (roll
104087) of Dhaka College, 953

' Rubaiyat

S-A9a1 _

marks with four letters: A BM
Islain Sadat (roll
104088) of Dhaka College, 949
' marks with four It.”t‘l“-. Md
Raqgibur Rahman (roll 105362)
of Notre Dame College, 941
marks with four letters: Md
Mahmudul Hasan (roll 103873)

See page 12 col 4

DB Commerce
rpent list

Top /10 positions in the
combihed merit list of
Comugerce group under Dhaka
Board as reported by UNB:

Md Saiful Alam (roll
9956725) of Dhaka Commerce
College. 868 marks with three
letters: Mohammad Imtiaz
Khan (roll 556732) of Dhaka
Commerce College. 861 marks
with three letters: Rezwanul
Haque Jami (roll 556730) of
Dhaka Commerce College. 845
marks with three IFIH-H:
Hossain Md Shahidul Haq (roll

>ee page 12 col 1

Shahriar Nirjon, 1st in Sci-

ence group, DB
DB Hum anities
aerit list

Top 10 positions in the
combined merit list of
Humanities group under Dhaka

Board as reported by UNB:
Jurana Aziz (roll 356277) of

Mymensingh Girls Cadet
College, 877 marks with four
letters; Farzana Aktar Misha

(roll 356281) of Mymensingh
Girls Cadet College, 843 nuari.
with two letters; Nargis Aktar
(roll 308769) of Vigarunnisa
Noon College, 828 marks with
two letters: Monowara Beguin

See page 12 col 5

86 girl students of
Motijheel School
& College pass

By Staff Correspondent

Agitation on the sireets for
their rights to sit for the HSC
€xaminations has finally paid
off as a total of 86 out of 109 girl
students of Motijheel Model
High School and College passed
the exams.

Of the successful students, 21
got first division, 60 second dj-
vision and the rest got third -
vision,

See page 11 col 8
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In Dhaka Board S M.
Shahriar Nirjon (Roll-104087)
ol Dhaka College topped the
combined merit lists of Science,
Agricultural and Home Eco-
nomies groups. He secured 953

niarks with letters in four sub-
e IS,
In Humanities Islamic

Shidies and Musie groups, Ju-
See page 11 col 7
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WASA authorities have started digging up the one way road from Kataban towards

fwo lanes for installation of sewerage lines, resulting in continuous traffic jam.

Nazrul’s death
anniversary
sod ay

By Staff Correspondent

The 24 death anniversary
of national poet Kazi Nazrul
Islam will be observed today

A number of organisations

have taken up elaborate pro-
gramines to observe the day.
Bangladesh Shilpakala

Academy will hold a discussion
meeting at its gallery bhaban at
5 pm which will be followed by
a cultural fanction. '

Eminent journalist Obaidul
Huq will be the chief guest at the

function. Professar Abul
Kashem Fazlul Huq, poet
Mohammad Rafig, artiste
Khalid Hossain and Professor
| Selim Al Din will take part in
the discussion

Boral murder

Brother-in-law
of Alam gir held

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Aug 26: Khulna
Metropolitan Police (KMP) to-
day arrested Zahiduzzaimman, 30,
brother-in-law of Alamgir
Kabir, president of Chitalmari
thana Jubo League.

Alamgir is the principal ac -
cused in Kalidas Boral Murder
Case.

KMP iIn a joint
with Bagerhat police

operation
raided the

nouse of Alamgir's father-in -
law at Haji Mohsin Road under

Khulna thana at
and recovered three
ridges from the

noon today
live car-
possession of

Zahid
Alamgir came to the house
early this morning. But he

managed to escape along with
his wite after receiving a call
aver mobile phone about police
raid, Bagerhat district police
source said.

Hunt for Alamgir in th
Is still going on., police said.
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BNP Chairperson Khaleda

Zia has sald her party has
formed alliance with parties
not individuals

“We believe in rule of law

We have total respect for law

and confidence on court. Law
should be allowed take its
OWIl course il any one comiuuiits
any crime or does any corrup-
tion,” she said referring to the
High Court verdict on Janata
lower case against Ershad

I'he Leader of the Opposition

in Parliament was talking 1
the office-bearers of Dhaka R
parters Unitv (DRUY at her ofli-
cial residence, DRU President M
Anwarul Haq led the teain

She replied to a volley of
questions on peolitical situation
in the couniry, BNP and the
four-party alliance and the de-
mand for increasing the num

ber of waimmen's reserved seats in

parliament

She said BNP has agreed to
contest the next general elec-
tion and form government

jointly with other parties of the

By Staff Correspondent

opposition alliance to ensure
political stability

Asked -1!-|;HI‘. her surprise
Visit to Ershad’s residence after
the High Court verdict, BNP
>ecretary General Abdul Man
nan Bhuivan said it was fo:
SIENINg another joint declara-
tion

[he HLI;_",F.J.H‘;_L was scliedule
lor ."".'liL{lI‘wl 27. It was de 11e ale
4] | |r|~" > Ilf‘lilli“ 1 e it f1-4-'f 1DSO
lutely no connection with the
High Court verdict,” Bhuivan
-..-1|E|

She was asked whether BNP
would return t pariiament and
vote for extension of the tenure
of women's reserved seats

Khaleda said, "The issue is
very important. The number

must be increased. But the rul
ing party has placed a bill in
this regard without consulting
the opposition. They want to ex-
tend the tenure but not to in-
crease the number of seats

She said if BNP goes 1o
power, the number of women's
seals in parliament will be in-

i

Our alliance is of parties,
not of persons: Khaleda

creased

We have deflinite plans and
Crey Proj sails on tl ISssu#s
ve will disclose our '. 111 i1l
appropriate time, she added
o>he said although the 1ure
| present reserved seats for
woimen expires in April ) |
INne 1SS -I.!‘.. he j ' 1 if 1he
|
I
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Prime Sheikh
Hasina vesterday termed “polit-
ical hypocrisy” the Ershad-
Khaleda meeting immmediately
alter the High Court's judge-
| ment on Janata Tower corrup-
| tion case, reports UNB

Our government did not file
the case It was Begum Zia who
had filed all the cases against
Ershad and the High Court gave
the verdict. But immediately af-
ter the verdict Khaleda rushed
to Ershad's house It's a sheer
political hypocrisy and they
have been exposed to the peo-
ple,” she said

Hasina, president of ruling
Awami League, made the re-
marks while addressing a meet-
ing marking the joining ol
chairmen of 9 Union Parishads
of Gabtali thana under Bogra

Minister

district at Ganobhaban yester-
day evening
The prime Minister said it

was Beguin Zia who publicly de-
clared Ershad as corrupt and
killer of her husband and now
joined hands with Ershad lol-
lowing political banKruptcy to

bluft the people

Hasina said Awami League
never indulged in falsehood to
gain political benefits. But BNP
and its allies are doing politics
to secure power and for personal
gain without caring lor wellare
of the common man

Since 1950 a false campaign

was orchestrated against
Awami League. Belore the last
election Begum Zia had

lannched a propaganda that it
Awami League is voted to power

there will be no mosque. no
azan from mosque. The region
fromi CHT to Feni will be turned

into India if the peace accord is
signed. But she has been proved
utterly wrong today.” the 'rime
Minister said

Welcoming the UP chairmen
to Awami League. Hasina said
she and hel lnrlx stood for the
cause of the people Recalling
her struggle for restoration of
voting Itl_]li‘« she said Awami
League came to power with peo-
ple’s mandate in a free and fair
election in 1996

Ershad-Khaleda meeting
a political hypocrisy: PM

UP chairmen who joined the
Awami League ai arelur Rala-
man of Gabtali 1on. Abdug
Razzak Mondal of N mala
Union min slam ol
Mahishal ' \bdur
Razzak of F 10011 | 1000 \hdul
Hamid of Dugahbata Union,
Manoranjan Roy Dashkhin-
para Union, Saiful Islam Paltu
of Nepaltali Union, Taleqgul Is-
lam of Khottapara L and
Habibur Rashid Habib of Ainrul
Union

Hasina said the govermment

wanted to give wide power to lo-

al government bodies for con-
ducting massive development
progranumnes in rural areas

She said her government be-

lieved in balanced development
of all regions of the country.

We are carrving out de *.t‘lup
ment works in all areas without
any political consideration. We
have earned people's confidence
through our u‘ﬂrL and we will be
doing it in ature.” she told the
newcomers o Awanii League

Involve pvt sector, community-based

bodies in keeping Metropolis clean

Che Daily

A workshop on ‘Waste
Disposal in Dhaka City' yester -
day stressed the need for active
participation of the private sec-
tor as well as community-based
organisations and proper coor-
dination among the agencies
involved In waste disposal to
keep the metropolis clean.

|I.|l'5|{]E‘H. the existing laws in
this regard must be strictly im-
plemented to stop disposal of
untreated sewage, Industrial
waste and clinical waste as
these are contaminating sur-
lace water and might cause se-
vere ground water contamina-
tion in near future, the work-
shop suﬁg ested.

he day-long workshop was

By Staff Correspondent

jointly organised by The Daily
Star and Bangladesh Scouts.
Held at the Dhaka Metropolitan

Scout Bhaban., the workshop
was moderated by Dr
Nizamuddin Ahmed of BUET

and participated by representa-
tives from the agencies con-
cerned with disposal of waste,
Department of Environment
(DOE), experts from BUET and
people belonging to different
prolessions.

Around 5,000 tons of solid
waslte are generated In the city
every day while Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) is able to
dispose of 3.5 tons,

Chiel Health Officer of DCC

Dr Mohammmad Ashraf said

DCC has only 5.000 cleaners 1o
remove solid waste. * We need
more manpower. But due to fi-
nancial and other constraints,
it Is not possible to have that
now.

Prof Mujibur Rahman of
BUET sald DCC has to give pri-
ority to waste disposal. Its bud-
get allocation for conservancy

services is Inadequate, he
pointed out.
The participants empha-

sised recycling of solid waste as
the waste at the dumping spots
of DCC is contaminating sur-
[ace water and may also con-
taminate ground water in the

near future.
Prof Firoz Ahmed of BUET

Star-Bangladesh Scouts workshop in city told

said nowhere in the world. solid
waste is dumped in open place,

Director General of DOE
Khandakar Rashidul Huq said
an eight- member commitiee is
studying the feasibility of using
waste to produce energy. Bul
Prof Nazrul Islam of BUET
noted that proposal for genera -
tion of power from waste was
rejected several limes in the
past.

About clinical waste, partie-

ipants cxprrs:\cd conceriy As =

maost of the clinics in city's res-
{dential areas are dumpin
those along with other soll

waste in DCC dustbins. er.llliilg
serious hazards.

See page 2cord
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