All 143 aboard Gulf
killed in crash off Bahrain

Probe into Airbus crash begins as families identify victims

MANAMA, Aug 24 : Rescuer
workers have recovered the
bodies of all 143 passengers and
crew from the Gulf Air plane
which crashed into the Gulf off
Bahrain, a Bahraini civil de-
fence officlal said early today.
reports AFP.

The Gulf Air Airbus A320, on
a flight from Cairo, crashed
into shallow waters off the Gulf
as it was attempting to land in
Bahrain Wednesday.

"We have pulled out the bod-
fes of the 143 people who were
on board the plane,” Abdul-
Rahman bin Rashed al-Khalifa,
administration director of
Bahrain's Civil Defence, told
state television.

The rescuers, including
frogmen, were aided by search-
light-equipped helicopters and
<liips from the Bahrain-based
US Fifth Fleet as they searched
in the darkness for survivors
among the debris from the

lane.
; They also recovered the
‘black box' flight data recorder
from the wreckage, a Bahraini
overmment officlal announced
hursday.

The search was continuing
for the cockpit voice recorder
which will also help investiga-
‘tors discover exactly what
caused the crash.

The Airbus A320 on a flight
from Cairo crashed in the Gulf
off Bahrain with an engine on
fire while making its third at-
tempt to land, officials said.

“The captain issued no dis-
tress signal before the plane
went down,” a senior transport
ministry official said, adding
that the airport remained open,

A Gulf Air official here said
the passengers aboard the ill-
fated airliner included 63
Egyptians., 34 Balirainis. 12
Saudis. nine Palestinians. SiX
from the Unitcd Arab Enurales,

three Chinese. hwo Hroitons, and
one passenger each from

Australia. Canada. Kuwalit,
Sudan. Oman and the United
States.

The crew comprised the pilot
from Bahrain, a Pole, an
Egyptian. an Indian, one
Fﬁlplno. one Moroccan, an
Omani and another from
Balirain, officials said.

Twenty-six children aged ten
vears or under were amoung

those on board.

The Bahraini authorities
were organising for bereaved
relatives to come to Bahrain
later Thursday morning. 1o
jdentify the bodjes.

A special ﬂi%ht would bring
in relatives of the 63 Egyptian
victims of the crash, Abdul
Rahman said.

Stunned relatives of those
on board Flight GF072 gathered
at Cairo alrport, venting their
grief or In some cases refusing
to belleve what had happened.

The scene in Cairo was reu-
iniscent of the aftermath of last
October's EgyptAir Flight 990
crash which left 80 Egyptians
dead among 217 people who
died when the Boeing 767
lunged into the Atlantic off the

S coast.

“Nobody has given us any in-
formation.” Marzuk Abdelatif
Shaladl repeated as he cried.

The US State Department
said a LIS diplomatic courier

was aboard,
Meauwhile, experts began

today to probe the crash of a
Gulf Air Airbus A320 that
crashed Into the sea off Bahrain
the previous night, Killing all
143 people on board, a high-
level company official said.

Overnight, searchers recov-
ered the bodies of all 135 pas-
sengers and eight crew from
Flight GF072 from Cairo 1o
Bahrain, and the airplanes
flight data recorder,

The second "black box", the
cockpit voice recorder, was re-
trieved later,

*The two boxes have been
found.” Gulf Air vice-president
All Ahmadi said. "Over time. |

am sure theyv, will expose the
conversation between

traffic control and the cockpit.

"It is too early to ascertain
what caused the crash”, Ahmadi
sald. “The investigation i{s on-
going and it will be some tine
until the results are published.”

Calling it a "tragic event”, he
added: "The company is work-
ing in coordination with gov-
ernment officials to best cope
with the situation”.

Searchers continued
Thursday to bring in debris
from the aircraft and personal
effects of the passengers to aid
the crash investigation and
identifving the dead.

the air.

Relatives of passengers killed aboard a Gulf Air flight,
grieve at Cairo Airport late Wednesday.
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Bahraini coast guards collect the b

odies of a Gulf Air jet

passengers north of Manama late Wednesday. A Gulf Air
Airbus A-320 crashed into the sea while trying to land at
Bahrain Manama airport with 135 passengers and eight

crew aboard, killing them all.

— AFP photo
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China detains 130
underground

church men

BEIJING. Aug 24 : Chinese
police have detained 130 mem-
bers of an underground
Protestant church, including
three US ecitizens, a Hong Kong-
based human rights organisa-
tion said today, reports AFP.

A police official in the vil-
lage of Dawangzhuang. located
in central Henan province, told
AFP that local officers, aided by
police from Xihua county, had
interrogated about 100 people
on Wednesday.

Those questioned by police
all belonged to the China
Fangcheng Church, one of sev-
eral Protestant groups not rec-
ognized by the Beijing authori-
ties, according to the
Information Center for Human
Rights and Democracy.

The center said the arrested
included three American “mis-
sionaries.” identified as Henry
Chu, Patricia Lan and Sandee
Lin. all from California.

An official at the US em-
bassy in Beijing Thursday told
AFP that so far he had received
no information from the
Chinese authorities on the case.
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Australian FM to visit E Timor:

Australlan Foreign Minister Alexander Downer said Thursday
e would visit East Timor next week for the first anniversary
marking of the fledgling nation’'s vote for independence, AFP

reports from Sydney.

concern about

warship arrived in

Japan, N Korea shelve row
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MRJZ.LL Japan, Aug 24 :
Japan and North Korea shelved
acrimonious disputes today as
theyv agreed to a new round of
talks to overcome decades of
hostility and set up diplomatic
ties, reporis AFP.

"We had a very serious ex-
change of views in order to hold
constructive discussions for the
next round,” said a Japanese
foreign ministry official after a
norning session between dele-
gates from both nations.

"We have more or
cleared a stage.” he said.

The next talks after the cur-
rent round in Japan were ex-
pected to be held in October,
possibly in Beijing. officials
said.

The two sides are divided
over Pvongyang's demand for
compensation for Japan's bru-
tal 1910-1945 colonial rule of
the Korean peninsula, and
Tokyo's concerns about the al-
leged abductions of Japanese by
North Korean agents.

An alternoon session was
billed before the two counltries

for next

less

| Downer said he would also use the opportunity to express
pro-Indonesian militia activity along the West
Timor border. August 30 will mark the first anniversary of the

date East Timorese voted overwhelmingly to reject Indonesian
“ rule of the former Portuguese colony.

NZ warslﬁg In Solomons: 4 new zeatand

e Solomon Islands Thursday in a bid to
head off disintegration of the Pacific nation and its descent into
ethnic war, AFP reports from Auckland.

Militants from Malaijta Island staged a coup on June 5, cli-
maxing nearly two years of ethnic conflict. Since then, the capi-

tal, Honlara. on the island of Guadalcanal, has become a
Malaita enclave marked with lootin

g and unchecked crimne di-

rected at other ethuie groups who are being forced Lo flee.

India’ s Lara Dutta (L), Miss Universe 2000, reccives
flowers from former Thai Miss Universe Apassara
Hongsakul (R) during the fund raising fashion show for
AIDS-patients on Wednesday. Dutta was on a week-long

charity programme to raise awareness on HIV-AIDS and
other health issues, - AFP photo

were 19 efost fhetr fajest Gl
tempt, at rapproghiement.  a
drive revived in April aller a
break of seven-and-a-half years
amid a flurry of North Korean
diplomatic activity.

In June, a summit in
Pyongyang between North
Korean leader Kim Jong-Il and
South Korean President Kim
Dae-Jung created hope that live
decades of enmity on the di-
vided peninsula could be easing.

The communist nation. rav-
aged by a decade of natural dis-

Hurricane Debby
downgraded to
tropical storm

MIAMI. Aug 24 : Hurricane
Debbv was downgraded to a
tropical stormi Wednesday. but
hurricane warnings remained

in ellect for part of the
Bahamas and Cuba the
National Hurricane Centre

warned, reports AFP

round of talks
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Cokl AVarsendedy hias begin
opeang up and won diplomatie
recognition this year from na-
tions including Australia,
Canada and Italy.

But no breakthrough was ex-
pected in the talks between del-
egations led by North Korean
special envoy Jong Thae-Hwa
and Kojiro Takano of Japan.
the foreign ministry official
said.

"The atmosphere is quite
friendly but they are sticking to
the same stated positions,” he
said

Both sides explained basic
positions mver Japan's Cligui-
dation ol its past,” the ollicial
added Iv is not that both sides
presented new positions or
ideas.”

Propaganda-blaring vehi-
cles from far-right Japanese
groups followed the delegations
as the talks' venue switched
from a foreign ministry guest
house in Trmi}'n Tuesday to a
convention and recreation re-
sort here.

Norwegian group in talks
to raise Kursk's N-reactors

OSLO. Aug 24 : A Norwegian
cugineering group is in talks
withh Kussjian authorities over
the possibility of raising the
section of the sunken subma-
rine Kursk that contains its nu-
clear reactors, the firm said to-
day, reports AFP.

GGlobal Tool Manageinent is
assessing the feasibility of sep-
arating the rear section of the
flooded vessel which houses the
two reactors with remote-con-
trolled cutters, and then raising
it onto a barge, said Harald
Ramfjord, one of the company's
directors.

“We think it would be fruit-
less 1o try to float the entire
submarine to the surface. as it
is damaged and full of water,”

Raonhiord said

“Several attemp(s in the past
10 raise entire submarines have
shown that they break apart
and trying bottom ol the
Barents Sea on August 12 alter a
catastrophic accident. claiming
the lives of all 118 crew mem-
bers aboard.

The company has built a
imodel of the Kursk, measuring
18 meters (59 feet) in diameter
macle of steel, aluminum and ti-
tanium., in order to better ana-
lyze the possibility of salvaging
the reaclors.

‘If the reactors are dryv and
are not leaking radioactivity,
we conld raise them to the sur-
face using a crane on a barge.”
Ramfjord said

Zimbabwe's farm invasions
Inspire copycats in Zambia

LUSAKA, Aug 24 : Charles
Chalwe lives in a small wooden
shack In Lusaka's Kanvama
township -- a filthy and over-
crowded suburb in the western
part of the city, reports AFP.

His house is among thou-
sands just like it crammed on to
tiny plots of land, In a township
located opposite a large open
space zoned for commercial
farms,

Wealthy Zambian business
leaders, politicians and foreign
investors, who live elsewhere,
own the farmland in the area
known as Makeni.

Chalwe and his neighbors
have lived in Kanyama for
fears_ and more people move
1ere every day, although the
township has run out of room
for new homes.

Two months ago, amid re-
ports of land Invasions in

neighboring Zimbabwe, squat-
ters decided to move on to
Makeni's farms.

“If our Iriends In Zimbabwe
can do it, what should stop us
from doing the same. It's time
we demanded that which be-
longs to us,” Chalwe sald.

{e blamed the situation in
Kanvania on politicians, whom
he sald had fatled to build de-
cent. low-cost housing.

Now there are sqgualtter
camps on two large farms in
Makent, full of makeshift
shacks, with members of the
ruling Movement for Mult)-
party Democracy (MMD) build-
g more each day. .

With the govermment doing
nothing to stop the invasions.
the squatter movement has
grown and spread to other parls
of the eity.

Indian forces
kill 6 foreign
mercenaries

in Kashmir
JAMMU, India, Aulg 24:
Indian security forces killed six
forelgn mercenaries in a gun-
battle in rebellion-torn Jammu
and Kashmir, police said today,

ris Reuters.

rep‘?he militants belonged to
the Jalsh-e-Mohammad group
which was recently launched by
Massod Azhar, a Pakistani
Islamic cleric released by India
in exchange for 155 hostages
aboard a hijacked Indian
Alrlines plane late last year,

Three olicemen were
wounded in the gunbattle which
took place on Wednesday night
in the border distriet of Poonch,
some 266 km (160 miles) north
of Jammu, the state's winter
capltal.

A large quantity of arms in-
cluding rockets, rocket boosters
and grenades were recovered
from the dead militants, a po-
lice officer said.

Nearly a dozen militant
groups are fightin Indian rule
in Jammu and Kashmir, the
country's only Muslim majority
state In a battle that has left an
estimated 30,000 people dead.

Yugoslav army
blocks roads
to Bosnia

PODGORICA, Yugoslavia,
Aug 24 : The Yugoslav army has
thrown up roadblocks on routes
leading into Bosnia, stopping
all vehicles and letting only
pedestrians pass, Montenegrin
state radio reported late
Wednesday, reports AFP.

The barricades have been
erected on roads leading from
northwest Montenegro, the ju-
nior state in the Yugoslav fed-
eration with Serbia, and south-
east Bosnia, otherwise known

as Republika Srpska -- the
Bosnian Serb-run half of
Bosnia.

It was not immediately pos-
sible to confirm the informa-

tion.

6 arrested, arms
seized after
killing 1n
N Ireland

BELFAST, Aug 24 : Police ar-
rested six men and seized
firearms late on Wednesday
night in the north of Belfast af-
ter a 21-year-old man was shot
dead In the street, a Royal
lllster Constabulary (RUC)
spokesman said.

Police made the arrests dur-
ing a security operation in the
Protestant bastion  of
Shankhill Road.

Officers saw two cars acting
suspiciously'and chased the oc-

cupants on' fodt. détafiig the’

six nien in & nearby street.

Follow-up searches by police
in the area uncovered a number
of firearms and ammunition.
the RUC spokesman said.

Bomb blast outside
Nepali minister's
house, none hurt

KATHMANDU, Aug 24 : A
bomb exploded near the resi-
dence of Home Minister
Govinda Raj Joshi and other
places in Nepal late Wednesday,
but no one was injured, police
and newspapers said today, re-
ports AFP.

Police sald a small bomb
exploded at about 7 pm just out-
side Joshi's residence and shat-
tered a window pane.

Another blast occurred in
Patan. south of Kathmandu,
and near the Mahendra Police
station in the capital.

More bombs went off else-
where in eastern Nepal but no
injuries were reported.

Observers blamed extreuie-
leftists for the explosions

German woman
presses Pak courts

(o put rapist in jail

ISLAMABAD. Aug 24 A
German wonan who was raped
i Pakistan earlier this month
and arrested the man hersell is
now lighting another battle
with the courts to put him in
jail, an embassy spokeswoman
said today, reports AFP.

The woman, in her late 20s,
was hiking with three German
friends in northern Pakistan
when she was separated from
the group and raped by a man
she met along the trial, embassy
press officer Elke Igbal said.

The man fled across a glacier
when her friends approached
but the group trackml Ilitl] down
lo a village where his relatives
pleaded with them to leave him
alone, the unidentified victim

sald In an interview with the
News daily.

Libya defends
mediation in
hostage crisis

MANILA, Aug 24 : Libya has
defended its mediating role In
the Philippine hostage crisis,
saving It was negotiating with
Muslim extremists to free their
29 captives on a request from
European governments, reports
AFP.

“Actually, we don't (need
this). The Europeans need
Libva, more than Libya needs
Furope,” said Rajab Azzarouq.
Libya's pointman in the nego-
tlations with the Abu Sayyal
kidnappers holdin the
hostages in southern Jolo is-
land.,

"Libya has a good lmage. We
don't care about the others.
What they think about us. We
are doing what we believe in,”
he sald In an Interview pub-
lished fn the Philippine Dally

Inquirer Thursday. |

NEW DELHI, Aug 24
Japanese Prime Minister
Yoshiro Morl said today he ex-
pected India to move swiftly In
signing up to the nuclear
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT), reports AFP.

‘I strongly expect India’s
early signature to the CTHT.®
Mori saild, while justifyving the
sanctions imposed by Japan
after India's nuclear tests in
1908,

Addressing a meeting ol
business leaders, Mori said
India's accession to the CTBT
would allow both countries 1o
"take Initiatives together for
nuclear disarmament and non-
proliferation and further pro-
mote our amicable relations.”

India, which says it will take
a decislon on the CTBT after
first building a "political con-
sensus,” has criticised the
treaty for discriminating be-
tween the nuclear haves and
have-nots and for |H(‘klll$ a
time-bound frame for global
disarmament,

The nuclear Issue, as well as
the Japanese sanctions. were
both raised during talks Morli

held Wednesday with Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee and Foreign Minister

Jaswant Singh.

At a subsequent press cos-
ference, however, Morl and
Vajpayee chose to skirt both Is-
sues and highlight a new “global
partnership” between the two
countries, with an emphasis on
greater economic cooperation

Mori -- the first Japanese
premier to visit India in 10
vears -- called Thursday for
Indian understanding ol
Japan's decision to freeze de-
velopmental assistance to New
Delhl in the wake of the 1998
lests,

While recognising India’s le-

itimate security concerns,
tori said the tests had come
like a "bolt from the blue” to the
Japanese people

‘I would like to ask you to
understand this and the senti-
ment of Japanese people who
solely experienced the disaster
of atomic bombs in the world.”

Prior to the sanctions,
Japan was India's largest ald
donor

Deploring the continued vio-
lence in Kashmir and condemn-
ing "terrorist acts in any form,”
Mori stressed Japan's wish to
see a resumption of dialogue be-
tween India and Pakistan.

“We must not abandon the ef-
forts 1o resolve problems of any
kind through dialogue,” said the
prime minister. who was in
Pakistan prior to his arrival in
india and held talks with mili-
tary ruler General Pervez
Musharraf.

"I emphasised to General
Musharraf the need ... 10 create
an environment conducive 1o
the resumption of dialogue with
India.”

Relations between the South
Asian rivals have been frozen
since a bitter conflict along
their disputed Kashinirl border
last summer.

Morl's three-day visit has
cemented the intention of both
countries to put their nuclear

differences aside in order to
push forward billateral rela-
tions.

The new “partnership for the
21st century” announced on
Wednesday envisaged enhanced
frade ties -- especially (i the -
forimation technology sector --
and the launch of a regular se-
curity dialogne

Mori left for a sightseeing
irip to the Taj Mahal city of
Agra Thursday afternocon, and
was scheduled to leave India for
Nepal on Friday

. -L

Mori expects India to
sign CTBT early

TAIPEIL, Aug 24 : Taiwan's
agricultural sector has suffered
2.78 billion Taiwan dollars
(90.09 million US) of damage,
after the strongest typhoon to
hit Asfa this year swept across
the island, authorities said to-
day. reports AFP

Official figures suggested the
agricultural sector was hit
hardest by the "super typhoon.”
and authorities have agreed to

rant subsidies to farms af-
ﬁ"('lt‘{] by the storms

Local state television news
showed Premier Tang Fei visit-
ing a ponlo farm in the cast-
ern county of Hualien. where
tonnes of polemo were de-
stroyed.

Tvphoon Bilis, packing cen-
ter winds of up to 320 kin (200
miles) an hour, hit the island
overnight Tuesday, leaving 11

Typhoon causes $ 90 m
damage to Taiwan

people dead, eight missing and
101 Injured

Total damages in agricul-
ture, forestry, fishery and live
stocks are estimated at 2.78 bil-
lion dollars.” the Council of
Agriculture said in a statement

"The eastern Hualien county
suffered the biggest agricultural
loss of 793 million dollars, fol-
lowed by Taichung and Nantou
counties in central Taiwan and
Taitung county in the east.,” it
sald

In Hualien county alone,
damage to the agricultural sec-
tor amounted to about 900 mil-
lion Taiwan dollars
A total of 31.184 hectares
960 acres) of farm land
across the island were destroyed
by powerful winds and
torrential rains brought by

Bilis. it added -
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500 become sick
after eating
adulterated

food in Bhopal

BHOPAL, India, Aug 24:
More than 500 people became
sick in the central Indian state
of Madhva Pradesh after eating
food which authorities believe
was adulterated.

District Collector SK
Vashishtha told Reuters today
about 550 people, mostly Hindu
devotees became sick In
Bairagarh in Bhopal district,
after they ate a dish made
from [lour

“They took ill after con-
suming food prepared fronl a
flour that was adulterated,. We
will know in a day or two what
exactly went wrong.” Vashishtha
«aid
the
e with pain

hospital official
sick were overt
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Rescue people take a boat

to help the local residents who are trapped in the flood waters
in Tienliao, Kaohsiung county, in the southern part of Taiwan Wednesday
Bilis crossed the island. Typhoon Bilis cut a deadly swathe of destruction across Taiwan
killing at least 11 people, before roaring onto mainland China

after Typhoon

— AFP photo

KATHMANDU, Aug 24
Japanese Prime Minister
Yoshiro Mori is set to arrive in
Nepal for a six-hour
Friday on the last leg of his
lour-nation tour of South Asia

"We attach a great impor-
tance to the Prime Ministers
historic visit as the [irst
Japanese head of government (o
ever step on Nepalese soil 44
vears after the establishment ol
diplomatic ties between the two
nations in 1956," Foreign
Minister Chakra Prasad
Bastola told AFP.

" Mori's visit will generate
tremendous goodwill and help
develop bilateral economic co-
operation between us.” Bastola
said

Mori is expected to
Nepal's support in its bid lor a

Visil

Ht"l'l\,

permanent seat al the LUN
Security Conmncil and other re-
structuring proposals for tir
world body. Nepalese loreign
ministry oftficials said

In return Japan is expects d
to support Nepal in its attempt
to gain membership of the UN
Social and Economic Council

Bilateral aid Nepal's
Bhutanese refugee problem and

the future of the South Asian
Association 01 Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) are other
issues likely to ligure during

talks between Mori and Prime
Minister Girija Prasad Koirala
Baslola said

SAARC. formed in [14Y8
croups Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India. PaKkistan. Maldives, Sri

Lanka and Nepal

Nepal readies for Mort's visit

Nepal 1s anxious to seek in-
1€ itrngiar s i i 111 5 1ig
Fregraairial -__3.1;5
11111 i ! I Bhutanese ol
Nepalese descent who are lan-
guishing in refugee camps atter
flecinge Bhutan in 1990
Rathmandmn will 1lso seek
|LL']'|"' 101 Lhvdro-electri i1-t'.'--']f
generation, rural agricultural
and ‘.s'.;j.H:--H_iI il[-_."ju{'!%.
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Prithvi Raj Ligal said

We will seek Japan's help to
launcli the Sunkoshi diversion
to Kamala river (to the east) to
irrigate several southeastern
districts and the 418-megawatt
Bheri river hydropower project
(to the west) estimated 1o cost
280 million dollars,” Ligal said

PFlan ning
chairman

;Nepal s Maoists step up use
of children in their
bloody struggle

KATHMANDU. Aug 24
Maoist guerrillas in Nepal are
increasingly using children in
their brutal campaign to over-
throw the country's constitu-
tional monarchy, human right
activists say, reports AFP

"At least 30 per cent of the
some 5,000-strong liberation
army of the Maoist insurgents
are children below 18, said
Kapil Shrestha, a member of
Nepal's recently formed Human
Rights Commission.

Shrestha charged the insur-
gents with violating interna-
tional human rights law by ab-
ducting and forcing children
under the age of 18 to fight in
their ariny.

He condemned the Maoists'

terror tactics, including its

forcefnl closing ol schools in
renmote northwestern districts
I'he Maoists are also extort-
ing billions ol rupees lrom
businessmen, industrialists,
schools, non-governmental or-
ganizations and village chiefs
through intimidation,” he said

The Maoilsts have been wag-
ing a "people’s war” since 1996
for a republican form ol gov-
ermment in Nepal in place ol the
constitutional monarchy estab-
lished in 1990

More than 1,300 people have
been killed since the start of the
uprising.

Shrestha also criticised the
Nepall Congress govermnent
lor its internal squabbling and
its failure to bring the lpsur-
gents to the negotiating table,

Richard wins US
I'V ‘Survivor
contest, takes

SIm home

WASHINGTON, Aug 24
[hirteen weeks of suspense for
millions of US viewers ended
late Wednesday when a jury of
seven on the Survivor summer
television blockbuster picked
Richard Hateh to be the one
million dollar winner, reports
AFP

An estimated 40 million
viewers -- a \\’Iln]]ﬂ}lllg share of
the US network television audi-
ence -- watched the linal 13th
episode of the show, which orig-
inally pitted two teams of con-
testants against each other

Filmed in March, the pro-
gram showed contestants eating
and grilling rats. swallowin
bugs and holding their breath
the longest, among other con-
lests
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