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ZD NET'S REVIEW

HOEVERYIHING CAN

e newest frontier for computing sits in your
garage. The passenger car or SUV already has
more mMiCroprocessors (as many as 125) than your

average PC. And it's a ripe market, with 15 million a year
soldinthe US.

Automaker Ford and wireless provider Qualcomm are
teaming up to provide an in-car service called Wincast.
The first pieces roll out late next year. When fully
implemented by 2004, you'll have communications
functionality, information, navigation, Internet access,
and entertainment. Delphi, the CM spinoff, has similar
plans

For instance, its OnStar system in 2001 will offer the
abllity to retrieve and then play (via speech synthesis) e-
mail

sound cool? Yes. Sound distracting? Yes dagain.
Research presented In July by the National Highway
Traffic Administration shows navigation systems, radios,
and cell phones all can be distracting to drivers. Nav
systems are the most difficult of the three, although
NHTS5A also found that tuning the radio Is more
distracting than dialing a number on a cell phone. The
same research found an age-gap difference: over-55
drivers had much more trouble with electronic equip-
ment and in some simulated tests-they swerved out of
their roadway lanes 8 times out of 10.

DAILY DOWNLOAD:

RegRepair 2000 will fix all your 10S errors (the
messages you get at bootup, the falled-to-load files in the
sootlog, and the corrupted font files that cause you to get
ocked out of Windows).

Hittp://cgi.zdnet.com/slink?46535:4857872
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WHEN Renee Zellweger
Cameron Diaz, Bridget Fonda, Winona

leading 1 in J Maguire, you
Hnilyv.rgoédym#y
is Renee Zell

ublicists
before they warranted the
magazine covers hit the stands.
Renee Zellweger's good fortune ended with

rformances in both J Maguire and the
The Whole Wide World. o

ing that Zellweger (pronounced

chwarzenegger could make it in Hollywood
impossibly long, guttural name, then so could she.

e Conquerors is nearly finished, and it
should arrive on store shelves at the end
of this month. This expanslon pack

continues the deep and fun gameplay of the
original by adding many new features,
Including five new clvilizations, new units,
new technologies, new camPaigns, and more.
In fact, The Conquerors could possibly be one
of the most ambitlous and feature-packed
expansion sets to ever release.

The most immediate new feature of the
expansion pack is the group of new
civilizations, which are loosely grou
around the conquerors' theme. Unlike the
Rise of Rome pack, these new civilizations are
not related by phy or time period.
Instead, they are historical conquerors,
mighty civilizations that expanded thelr reach
and power thrﬂuEh conquest. The five new
civilizations are the Huns, the Koreans, the
Spaniards, and two clvilizations from the all-
new Mesoamerican tileset, the Mayans and
Aztecs. The tileset has all new graphics for all

the buildings, as well as a new look for the

% Aztecmonk. The visual detail is stunning and
the artwork Is very colorful. There are several
new types af maps in the game,

Gameplay| ments

There are also new r%an'li?: twgs in
multiplayer mode: King of the Hill, nder
Race, and Defend the \&mder. In King of the
HIll, there Is a single monument on the map
that you must control for a given period of
time In order to win. Thus, Intense battles will
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rage across the monument as all players try to
plant their t over the monument for the
requl:iite :;me perioidi The Wonder Race Is a
compietely peaceful game. Everyone is allied,
SO there IS no fighting. You win by being the

first to build a Wonder. In addition, there are
no walls and sl weapons, as the object is
absolutely peaceful. The last new game

Defend the Wonder, is the exact posite

of game. Here, you control a W%%der thgiplg
defended by a huge, pre-built defensive
network. You can of course bulld more
defenses, but all other plarers will be gunning
for you. They win if they destroy the r,
while you win If you can hold them off

An oft-requested fix that the Conquerors
finally provides is farm queuing which has
been somewhat addressed. Now, you can
queue farm replenishment at the mill. There Is
NOw a button at the mill that you can click that
queues up a new farm to be built if one runs
outinthe field.

Among the other | ments are smart
villagers and smart weapons. Now,
villagers will automatically harvest resources
once they finish building a resource center. If
your villagers, for examl?le, build a lumber
camp near a forest, they'll Immediately begin
chopping wood when they finish, rather than
waiting for you to command them to do so.
Slege no longer fire blindly at the
enemy If thelr splash damage would also
damage your troops. The default auto-fire
engages only If your troops don't get caught

~_pregnant. Ireland cast Zellweger in the role. Her portrayal
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. Microsoft enters the Mp3 race!
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