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India’s

power
minister dies
of blood cancer

NEW DELHI, Aug 23: India's
Power Minister Rangarajan
Kumaramangalam died today
of blood cancer after lying in
coma for 10 days. He was 48, re-
ports AP,

“Kumaramangalam expired
at 0440 hrs Wednesday,” said a
bulittin issued by the govern-
ment-run All India Institute ol
Medical Sciences where he was
hospitalised on August 12

Son of a veteran commuinist
jeader Mohan
Kumaramangalam, he pursued
economic reforms. especially
privatisation of the power sSec-
tor. as a member of Prime
Minister Atal Behari
Vajpavee’'s government.

He joined Vajpavee's right-
wing Bharatiya Janata Party In
1998, quitting the Congress
party, led by Sonia Gandhi,
where he saw no future for him-
sell.

“The cruel hand of death has
snatched away from our midst a
voung. dynamic national
leader,” said Prime Minister
Vajpayee condoling
Kumaramangalam's death

Last week, RK Sarma, who
led a team of AlIIMS doclors,
said that Kumaramangalam
was suffering from “myeloid
leukemia with fulminary sep-
sis.” Myeloid leukemia is a rare
forin of blood cancer

Kumaramangalam was lirsl
hospitalised in New Delhi in
April after suffering from fever
for more than two months. But
doctors failed to pin down the
cause of his lever

The mmister resumed his
duties in Parliament. but he
was hospitalised again on

August 12 when his condition

worsened. He was put on life
support systems.
Kumaramangalam is sur-

vived by his wife, one son and
one daughter.

Mondal murder
Shahid's
accomplice
Bachchu
remanded

By Staff Correspondent

Bachchu, an accomplice of
ward commissioner Saldur
Rahman Shahid. arrested in
connection with Advocate
Habibur Rahman Mondal mur-
der, was placed on three days
remand vesterday, police said

Police till vesterdav, how -
ever, could not trace Asad, who
was driving the motorbike on
which Mondal was going to the

court on Sunday when the
killing took place.
Sutrapur Police produced

Bachchu in the court of Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate at
about 4 pm yesterday. The court
granted him three-day remand
against the police prayer for a
- week.

In their prayer submitted be -
fore the magistrate, police said
the preliminary Investigation
revealed that Bachchu planned
Mondal's killing

Bachchu was not produced in
the courtroom when the re-
mand prayer was moved. He
was in the court hajat

Boral murder

Babul confesses
his involvement,

another arrested

BAGERHAT. Aug 23: Saifur
ahman allas Babul. an accused
Awaml League leader
ate Kall Das Boral killing
day confessed his in-
\t before a first class

here, reports BSS
day arrested an-
. Asikar, from a
‘dar thana act-
information
vhidul Islam
arrested
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NEW DELHI, Aug 23: In a
desperate bid to stem the de-
cline of Congress’ political for-
tunes in West Bengal, party
supreme Sonia Gandhl has re-
moved A B A Ghani Khan
Choudhury as the chief of the
party’s unit in the state and ap-
pointed senjor Congress leader
and lovalist Pranab Kumar
Mukherjee as his successor. .

The removal of Khan
Choudhury, a member of lower
house of Parliament from
Malda. culminates months of
running feud between him and
the Congress high command on
the issue of firming up an al-
liance with Mamata Banerjee-
led Trinamool Congress 1o
counter West Bengal's ruling
Left Front in fresh state assem-
bly elections scheduled lor
March next year. The high
command has repeatedly
spurned Khan Clll.‘llliﬂllll'}"h
proposal for a "Mahajot” (grand
alliance) with Trinamool
Congress.

The Congress central leader-
ship has also been concerned
over the steady erosion in the
party’s base in West Bengal over
the vears and the exodus from
its rank and file to Trinamool
Congress Mamata Banerjee
formed in 1998. Recently,
Congress performed poorly in
elections to the prestigious Cal-
cutta Municipal Corporation
where Trinamool seized power
toppling ruling Left Front, as
well as in polls to some other

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina vesterday called for in-
creasing {ish production in the
country as well as its export by
maintaining international
standard, reports BSS

She also directed the au-
thorities to provide opportuni -
ties to the genuine fishermen
for deriving the benefits from
incentives offered by her gov-
ernment for boosting fish pro-
duction

“We will have to take steps so
that the real fishermen can be
benefited and get the chance ol
fishing in all water bodies™ she
said while presiding over the
2 National Committee meet-
ing on Fisheries and Shrimp atf
the International Conference
Centre in the city yesterday
morning

Mentioning about the al-
ready achieved food autarky,
she said “now we have to
achieve self-sufficiency in fish
production.” She also suggested
steps for value addition in fish
products and for increasing the
country’'s income from their
export

The meeting discussed the
problems and prospects of the
fisheries sector and shrimp
production and took some deci-

civic bodies in the state.

Secondly, Khan Choudhury
has Been at loggerheads with
Congress' national General
Secretary Ms Prabha Rau whag
{s incharge of the party affairs
in West Bengal. After the party
high command put in a lot of el-
forts to persuau'r Khan Choud-
hury to abandon the idea of
“Mahajot™ with Trinamool, the
veteran Congressman opened
up another front with Ms Rau,
refusing to accept her dictates
especlally concerning ap-
pointment of chiefs of different
frontal wings of the partys
state unlit, Recently, Ms Rau had
called a meeting to sort oul
party affairs in West Bengal
which Khan Choudhury refused
to attend, bringing to the lore
simmering tension between
him and the party high com-
mand.

Pranab Mukherjee, 68, takes
over as West Bengal Congress
Presidentship at a time when
the party is ridden by deep fac-
tionalism and the morale of the
party rank and file is low fol-
lowing successive setbacks in
general elections in 1998 and
1999 as also in civic bodies
polls. Mukherjee himself ad-
mitted it when he told reporters
in Calcutta vesterday that he
takes over at the “most dilfi-
cult” time the party faces in the
stale

Recognising the -onerous
task facing him in overcoming

Cong removes Ghani Khan
as West Bengal chief

Pranab takes over at ‘most difficult’” time of party
From Pallab Bhattacharya

groupisim in the party and Con-
sress’ waning image as a credi-
sle opposition to Left Front,
Mukherjee, according to party
sources, was reluctant to take
up his new assignment that
would see him back in the cen-
trestage of West Bengal politics
after a decade and a half.

Political observers are Keep-
ing their fingers crossed about
Mukherjee's ability to steer the
Congress at the present junc-
ture, given the fact that he has
hardly any following In the
party's rank and flle In Wesl
Bengal. He never fought elec-
tions to Lok Sabha from West
Bengal and has always been a
member of Rajya Sabha, the
upper house of Indian parlia-
ment. His election to the upper
house last year was possible
only because of support by Left
Front which has overwhelming
majority in West Bengal state
assembly. Rajya Sabha mem-
bers are elected by an electoral
college consisting of members
of state legislative assembles.
Congress in West Bt’ll%ﬂl assem-
bly does not even have the
strength to elect a single Rajya
Sabha member.

Besides, Mukherjee may not
be able to give as much time as
needed to concentrate on re-
vival of the party in West Ben-
gal, given his importance to
Sonia Gandhi as an adviser on
almost every key lIssue facing
the party at the national level.
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Increase production,
export of fish: PM

sion for increasing fish produc-
tion including declaring all
water bodies as the primary
fish breeding grounds.

The meeting was told that
Bangladesh has made a record
earning of Taka 1811.56 crore
from exports of fish, fish prod -
ucts and shrimp during the fis-
cal 1999-2000.

During the fiscal 1999-2000
the country has exported 39,391
metric tons of shrimp and fish
making records in fish sector
export. In 1998-1999, the vol-
ume of export was 27,531 metric
tons and export earning in this
sector was Taka 1379.38 crore

[t was mentioned in the
meeting that in 1999-2000 ex -
port earning from shrimp was
Taka 1612.15 crore, which is
41.70 per cent more than the
last year in terins of volume
and 38.70 per cent more in
terms of value. For increasing
fish production the mneeting de-
cided to approve the recom -
mendation for distributing wa-
ter bodies to the real fishermen
and introducing organic man-
agement of the water bodies

The meeting also decided to
intensify fish production activ -
ities across the country and re-

See page 11 col 8

Bushra murder:
2 sent to jail

By Court Correspondent
Two people arrested in con-
nection with the Killing of
Bushra Islam Phool were sent
to the Dhaka Central Jail yes-
terday.

Ruhul Amin, brother-in-law
of city AL leader Abdul Kader
and Mintu, a rickshawpuller,
were produced in the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's
Court, Dhaka yesterday after
completion of a two-day police
remand.

After hearing both the sides
the court sent them to jail

The case was transferred to
the CID police from the Detec-
tive Branch of police on July 12.

After taking up the case, the
CID took Abdul Kader, Sufia Be-
gum and Kaniz Fatema Hena,
another accused in the case on
eight-day remand. But the CID
did not get any important in-

formation from them about the
murder

In its report, police said the
information derived from the
accused during the two-day re-
mand were verified.

Bushra Islam Phool, 18, a
college student and only daugh-
ter of a retired police officer was
murdered at their Hajipara
residence on the night of July 1,
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Lawyers demonstrating on Dhaka District Court premises vesterday protesting the filing
of a case against some of their colleagues under PSA., They have been sued for alleged
involvement in ransacking lower courts in the city following the murder of Advocate
Habibur Rahman Mondal on Sunday.
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— Star photo

A man lying on the street after he fell

area yesterday (left) and pickets set fire to an autorickshaw at Dolaikhal.

from a three-wheeler chased by pro-hartal activists in the city's Shantinagar -‘-'-’.
'

— Star photo

Transfer issue

Customs officials

hold rally in
Ctg today

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 23: Inter-
departmental transfer of 55
more preventive officers and
appraisors, triggered a tense
situation at Chittagong Cus-
toms House, sources said.

Customs officials opposing
the inter-departmental transfer
at Chittagong Customs House,
announced holding of a grand
rally on the office premises to-
morrow morning protesting the
government’'s move, sources
concerned said.

The agitating customs offi-
cials staged a demonstration at
Chittagong Customs House on
Monday alter the transfer order
of 55 more officials reached
here, sources added.

Earlier, abbut 20 officials at
Chittagong Customs House got
transfer orders.

Meanwhile, the Customs
Preventive Service Association
(CPSA), a body of officials at
Chittagong Customs House,
faces split over the government
move for inter-departmental
transfer.

One faction of the CPSA led
by its president Mohiuddin
Ahmed and general secretary
Abdul Mannan supports inter-
departmental transfer.

But another faction led by
the former president Mujibur
Rahman and general secretary
Md Moniruzzaman opposes the
move and has threatened to
halt all activities at Chittagong
Customs House if the decision is
not withdrawn by the govern-
ment immediately.

The agitating faction said
that a greater movement at
Chittagong Customs House
would be announced soon. Such
a large scale transfer has trig-
gered a scare among customs
officials at Chittagong Customns
House.

2 shot in city

By Staff Correspondent

Two persons were shot by the
miscreants at their WAPDA
road residence in the city on
Tuesday, hospital sources said.

Alauddin, Principal of
Knowledge Syndicate in the city
and his son Selim, 21, an hon-
ours examinee of Political Sci-
ence from Jagannath Univer-
sity College were shot when
they refused to pay Tk 20,000 to
two youths who Iidentified
themselves as DB men.

Detective Branch (DB) of po-
lice said they were not aware of
the incident. None was sent to
WAPDA road for any raid or ar-
resting anyone, DB police said.

Alauddin was shot In his
left hand while Selim in his
hip-joint.

The miscreants fled the spot
leaving them in critical condi-
tion. The injured were rushed to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH).

Khilgaon police said they
were not aware of the incident.

Hezbul hints at something

‘bigger than ceasefire’

MUZAFFARABAD, Pak-
istan-controlled Kashmir, Aug
23 : Hezbul Mujahedeen chief
Syed Salahuddin on Wednesday
sald a new ceasefire would be
declared as soon as India agreed
to tripartite talks including
Pakistan, reports AFP.

The Mujahedeen supreme
commander also hinted that
something "bigger than a cease-
fire" was in the offing, but re-
fused to elaborate.

"The ceasefire will be re-
sumed only after India accepts
our basic demands, whether in
two days, two months or in ten
years,"” he told AFP in the capi-
tal of Pakistani Kashmir

The Hezbul Mujahedeen, the
most powerful separatist group
fighting Indian rule in divided
Kashmir, cancelled a ceasefire
on August 8 after New Delhi
failed to respond to a request
for three-way talks including
Pakistan.

Hezbul chief commander

Abdul Majid Dar was quoted by
the Current New Service Tues-
day as saying he was confident
another ceasefire could be ar-
ranged within two months, cit-
ing "efforts at the international
level.”

But Salahuddin said Dar had
been misquoted and only meant
the “situation will be clear
within two months.”

He said the Hezbul Muja-
hedeen was ready to take a step
"bigger than the ceasefire” if
India met its demands, adding:
"Pakistan will back us in that
step.”

“Our basic aim is to resolve
the long-standing issue and not
to indulge in bloodshed," he
said.

[t is not the Hrst time in re-
cent weeks that Salahuddin,
based in Pakistan, has cor-
rected published statements hy
Hezbul Mujahedeen representa-
tives from the Indian side of the
disputed Himalayan territory.

But he denied there was airy
rift between the Pakistan-
supreme command and the field
commanders In the Indiag
zone.

‘A disinformation campaigg
is being launched to damage our
unity and credibility,” he said.

The Hezbul Mujahedeen an-
nounced its unilateral ceasefire
on July 24 and its field com-
manders engaged in one round
of talks with Indian officials
before the truce was cancelled,
leading to a an upsurge in sepa-
ratist violence.

India blames Pakistan for
providing military backing fo
the 11-year-old Muslim insur-
gency against Indian rule In
Kashmir and has refused to dis-
cuss the issue with Islamabad
until it withdraws that support.

Pakistan says its involve-
ment stops at moral and diplo-
matic support for the Kash-
miris’ right to self-determina-

tion as stated in United Nations

resolutions.

Bangabandhu Murder Trial

Charges against Rashid framed
on hearsay: State Defence

The death reference hearing
on Bangahandhu Murder Trial
resumed yesterday in the High
Court with the arguments for
absconding convict sacked lieu-
tenant colonel Khondaker Abdur
Rashid being defended by a
state appointed lawyer, reports
BSS.

The mandatory death refer-
ence came on completion of ap-
real hearing and arguments for
}our convicts in jail out of the to-
tal 15.

Advocate JK Pal, appearing
for Rashid, on the first day of

his submission claimed his [ugi-
tive client’'s innocence in the
murder case saying unlike other
accused he (Rashid) was not a
beneficiary of the August 15,
1975 carnage and charges
against him were framed on
hearsay.

“He was indicted in the case
only because he was the
brother-in-law of co-accused
(sacked Lt. Col.) Syed Farook
Rahman,” he said.

On a court query on
Rashid's presence in several
spots and occasions linked to

the Killing including his riding in
the same car with self-pro-
claimed president Khondoker
Mushtaque Ahmed, Advocate
Pal said his client was entitled
as an army officer to be pre-
sent at the places under ques-
tion.

Police said they have reports
that Rashid, a key-plotter of the
August 15, 1975 carnage and
another convicted non-comimis-
sioned officer were hiding in
Libya but Tripoli is vet to re-
spond to a letter from Dhaka
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ISLAMABAD, Aug 23:
Pakistan's main political al-
lfance said today it will go to
court to challenge a military
government decree that effec-
tively bars former prime minis-
ters Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz
Sharif from leading parties, re-
ports Reuters.

A meeting of the 17-party
Pakistan Awami Ittehad (PAl)
also rejected military ruler
General Pervez Musharraf's
plans to create party-less local
councils by mid-2001 in what
he calls his “devolution of
power” plan,

Alllance leader Nawabzada

meeting

[

Nasrullah Khan said after the
the PAl would soon file
a petition belore a court to chal -
lenge the August 9 decree, which
bars people convicted for of-
fences (nvolving moral turpi-

tude or under an Anti-
Terrorism Act from holding an
office In a political party

Legal sources say the decree,
which amends an existing
Political Parties Act, would
disqualify self-exiled Bhutto
and jailed Sharif from leading

what are Pakistan's largest

mainstream parties because ol

their convictions special
courts.

Nasrullah Khan said it was
the job of political parties to
decide who should lead them,
not a military ruler.

Sharif, whom
ousted In a bloodless coup last
October, was sentenced by an
Anti-Terrorism Court |In
Karachi in April to two life
terms on the charge of hijack-
Ing and terrorism.

He has appealed against this

by

A

Musharral

sentence before a high court but
has not appealed against an -
other special court sentence last
month to 14 years’ jall and dis -
qualification from holding a
political office for 21 yvears on a
corruption charge.

Sharif runs his Pakistan
Muslim League from jail and in
July acknowledged for the [irst
time that old-foe Bhutto had a
critical role to play in any re-
vival of a civillan government
in Pakistan. His party is not
part of the PAL

In April last year, an ac -
countablility court set up by
Sharif's government convicted
Bhutto and her jailed husband
Asit All Zardarl of graft. They
were sentenced to five years’
jail, fined $8.6 million, had
properties confiscated and dis -

Pak partieé to challenge decree barring
Sharif, Benazir from politics

qualified the pair from being
members of parliament.

The couple has challenged
the sentence before the Supreme
Court, but Bhutto has not re -
turned from abroad since the
conviction for fear of arrest.
She has led her Pakistan
People’'s Party (PPP) from self -
exile,

The PPP Is the main force in
the PAI, which today shrunk
from 19 parties to 17 after ex-
pelling two small rﬂrlies ac-
cused of violating alliance dis-
cipline.

Khan sald Musharraf's plan
to create non-political local
councils was "unworkable” and
was contrary to autonomy
given to the country's four
provinces in the constitution
that was suspended after the
October 12 coup.

All subscribers, clients and well-
wishers of the Janata Bank are
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requested to kindly contact the

new address.

Nishu

Janata Bank's
Panchbari Branch has
been shifted with the
new name "Dinajpur
Medical College
Branch" to the
following new address
with effect from
10 August 2000.

Janata Bank

Devoted to the service of Motherland
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