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,.'mlju_hmslvc Disaster Management Progranune (CDMP)

o1 be held. Or
Relief and UN
'ﬂlﬂ'

DB

~ Time: 10:00 ain.

Launchin

isers: Ministry
P. Chief Guest: State Minister for Disaster
ent and Relief. Venue: Conference room (3rd floor),
aban, Begum Rokeya Sarani, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar.

ceremony:

of Disaster Management and

Centre for Social Science

and Public Policy Research of the Independent University,

sh (IUB) will hold the launchin
iy ladesh” by Prof Taj J
rts and Science of the university. Venue: IUB

and 1slam in Ban
School of Liberal

ceremony of "Women
ashmi, Director of the

campus, House No 6, Rd No 14, Baridhara. Time: 4:30 pm.
Uttam Kumar Retrospective: Zahir Rathan

tyv will screen Harano Shoor starrin
E:lllglsstﬂ:cl:ftr}; Sen. Venue: Auditorium of House

Dhanmondi R/A, Time: 6:15 pm.
DiSC“SSiOl’l: International Soclety for

will hold a discussion meetin

Consciousness

Uttam Kumar
0 25, Rd No 2,

Krishna
to mark

tami. Venue: Sree Sree Shwamibagh Ashram, 79,
%im:fbagh Road. Time: 3:00 pm.

oundin
E‘.;mm will lwlﬁ
niversary. Venue: Goet

hold a discussion meetin
the 25th anniversary of
auditorium. Time: 5:30 pmn.

Worksho

anniversary: Bangladesh Short Filin
a get-together to celebrate its 15th founding an-
1 Institut, House No 10, Rd No 9.

phanmondi R/A. Time: 5:30 pm.

Discussion meeting
“Bangaban
angabandhu's killing. Venue: BCIC

* Bangabandhu Parishad will

1w Bangladesh” to mark

. Pnpulntinn Services and Tralning Centre

(PSTC) will hold a day long workshop on working children,
Venue: 103, New Circular Road. Time: 9:00 am.

Discussion meeting
onn "The Prince by Niccolo Machi-
rof Sana Ullah Nuri. Venue: Prof

Ahmad Sharif. Time: 10:00 am.

hold a discussion meetin
avelll”. Keynote speaker:

Swadesh Chinta Sangha will

Film ShOW: Alliance Francaise de Dhaka will screen
three French. movies cours metrages (Tati shorts), Mon Oncle
(Mv Uncle) and Tour de Fete (Festival Day). Venue: Auditorium
of Alliance Francaise de Dhaka, 26, Mirpur Rd, Dhanmondi.
Time: 11:00 am, 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm.

Discussion meeting:
Parishad will hold a discussion
and Bangabandhu®,

Liberation Movement

Bangabandhu Mahila
meeting on "Women's
Chief guest:

Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury. Venue: Kabi
Sufia Kamal auditorium, National Museum. Shahbagh. Time:

4:00 pm.

Get-together: The Gregorian Association will hold a
get-together. This will be followed by a dinner and raffle draw.
Venue: Bangladesh Institute of Administrative Manageinent.

Cultural Progl'amme= Rabi Rashmi, a cultural

organisation will hold an evening

of Rabindra Sangeet., Venue:

Indian Cultural Centre, Satmasjid Road. Dhanmondi. Time:

6:50 pm.

Light rain likely

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by

tempo

-

rary gusty wind is likely at a few places over Rajshahi,

, Sylhet and Chittagong divisions and at one or two places over

[

)

Dhaka, Barisal and ina
t{ll 6 pm today, reports UNB."

visions during the next 12 hours

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the
country during the period. Met Office said.

Yesterday's highest temperature of 34.8 degree Celsius was
recorded at Khulna and Srimangol and the lowest of 23.6 degree

at Chittagong.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.24 pm and rises to-

morrow at 5.38 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town

Celsius

Max
Dhaka 332
Chittagong 334
Rajshahi 335
Khulna 348
Barisal 326
Sylhet 298
Cox's Bazar 332

Temperature in

Humidity in

percentage

Min Morning Erenlrég
27.0 72

236 56 79
26.6 52 81
26.3 F {4 68
26.8 80 77
24.4 100 g3
26.2 82

HERE and

THERE

Sarak Paribahan

Samity

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of Bangladesh Sarak
Poribahan Samity (BSPS) had a
meeting with the authorities of
Bangladesh Road Transport
Authorities (BRTA) over their
few demands vesterday.

During the meeting. they
discussed various issues includ-
ing price hike of fuel oil, in -
come tax and vehicle tax.

Presided over by BRTA
chairman Mohammad Azizul
Haq Bhuiyan, the meeting was
also attended by A K Joinul
Abedin. Mohammad Ashraf
Khan. M A Kader, Ajmal Uddin
Ahmed and Khandaker Enavet
Ullah. :

Sree Sree Geeta

Sangha

Janmastami, the birthday of
Lord Sri Krishna, was observed
on Tuesday under the auspices
of Sree Sree Geeta Sangha at
Bholananda Giri Ashram in the
city with due fervour and
solemnity, says a press release,

The programme of the day
included ongalacharan,
recitation from Geeta and
Bhagbad, Sree Sree Krishna
Puja. distribution of prasad.
and a cultural function.

The function was presided
over by Sree Ratl Ranjan Ukil.

A souvenir was also published
to mark the day.

CDF

Credit and Development Fo-
rum (CDF) organised an orien-
tation training course on mi-
crofinance quality data jn
Pabna recently, which was at-
tended by 43 NGO participants,
says a press release,

The course was conducted by
Akhtaruzzaman, Assistant
Manager of CDF.

The objectives of the course
were to provide NGOs with
hands on experience so that
they understand related terms
and terminology used for data
collection. The overall goal was
1o ensure quality data from the
organisations.

.
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Diploma Medical

Association

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria yesterday said the role of
sub-assistant community med-
ical officer is very important in
providing better health and

family planning services to ru-

ral people, reports BSS.
Possible steps will be taken

to solve the problems of sub-as-

sistant community medical of-
ficer, the minister assured
when a delegation of
Bangladesh Diploma Medical
Association (BDMA) called on
him at his Secretariat office.

The delegation urged the
minister to create scope for
higher professional education
and removal of anomalies in
their salary structure.

Secretary general of the as-
soclation Dr Dilip Kuomar
Sarkar, Dr Mohammad Kamal
Hussain. Dr Sharif Ahmed and
Dr Md Belal Hossain were.
among others. present at the
function,

Speaker’s directive
to complete

modernisation of
Sylhet rly station

Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdury yesterday directed
the concerned officlals to com-
plete speedily the Taka 14.60
crore modernisation pro-
gramme of Sylhet Railway Sta-
tion, reports BSS,

The officials, however. In-
formed the speaker at a review
meeting In Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban that the work wmnl%l be
completed within July 2001.

The officials sald the devel-
opment work Is going on in full
swing and 20 per cent of the to-
tal work including all piling
works has already been com-
pleted.

Chief Engineer of the project
Mosleh Uddin, Executive Engl-
neer Mahbubul Alam and Di-
rector of the implementing
agency Badrul Ahsan were,
among others, present in the
meeting.

BCU urges govt
to accept
teachers’

demands

By DU Correspondent

Left-leanln% Bangladesh
Chhatra Union (BCU) yesterday
brought out a procession in the
city and held a rally in front of
Shikkha Bhaban to press home
the six-point demand of the uﬁl-
tating non-government teac
ers.

Addressing the rally, BCU
leaders Monjur-e-Khoda Tarik,
Hasan Tarik Chowdhury Sohel
and Sharifuzzaman urged the
governmient to accept the lead-
ers’ demands.

They also demanded that the
government take necessary
steps to reopen the educational
institutions closed following
indefinite strike enforced by
the non-governiment teachers.

Dhaka Bar
members seek

withdrawal of case
filed under PSA

By Staff Correspondent

Some lawyers who had been
charged under the Public Safety
Act by Kotwall police for ran-
sacking court rooms while
protesting the Kkilling of
Habibur Rahman Mondal were
not even present at the venue
when the incident took place,
sources said.

Officials of the Dhaka Bar
Association yesterday brought
out a prog¢ession to protest the
filing of the case and demanded
that the case should be with-
drawn immediately.

The false case was filed to
harass the lawyers and ac tivists
supporting the opposition, they
said.

According to themn most of
the lawyers whose names have
been mentioned in the FIR were
not even present at the venue
when the incident took place.

The Kotwali police on
Tuesday filed a case under
Public Safety Act against 33
people including 20 lawyers all
belonging to the opposition
BNP on charges of ransacking
court rooms of CMM's court aic
Dhaka District Judges Court.

Soon after Mondal's death
spread in the court premises on
Sunday, the lawyers brought
out a procession on the court
premises.

During the protests by the
lawyers somme people also dam -
aged windows and furniture at
the CMM's court, Metropolitan
Court of Sessions and the court
constituted for hearing ol cases
nnder the Public Safety Act. ac-
cording to reports.

Bohni’s body
handed over
to her father

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET Aug 23: The body of
Farhana Akhtar Bohni, a sec-
ond year MBBS student of the
Sylhet MAG Osmani Medical
College who drowned in the
Madhabkunda waterfall ves-
terday, was handed over to her
father this morning.

Earlier, her namaj-e-janaza
was held at the college
premises. Father of the de-
ceased, MA Rab, left Sylhet for
Dhaka this afternoon along
with the body.

The principal of the college
in a statement condoled the
death expressing deep syinpathy
to the bereaved family
members. The Teachers
Association and Sandhani in
separate statements also con-
doled Bohni's pre-mature
death.

A condolence meeting will be
arranged by the college author-
ity tomorrow while all classes
scheduled for the day has also
been suspended, said a press re -
lease issued by the principal.

Obituary

——— i in— il —

Sve Tm-.'ﬂqull Husain. a

-

re-
tired electrical engineer, died of

cardiac arrest at his residence
on Tuesday. He as 67, says a
press release.

He left behind his wife, two
sons and a rlaugllter o mourn
his death.

Son of late Khan Shaheb
Syed Tajammal All of Dinajpur
town., Husain served as a direc-
tor of PDB. His qulkhwani will
be held on August 25 after Asr
pravers at his 6/C, Aminabad
Colony residence. Friends, rela-
tives and acdiirers are re-
quested 1o attend and pray for
the L’il'p;lﬂwl soiml

* % % %%

Nazimur Raluinan, a former
member of the Rural Electrifi-
cation Board died at his resi-
dence in city yesterday morning.
He was 66, says a press re-
lease.

He was suffering from
Parkinson's disease,

Rahman Is survived by his
wife, three daughters and two

Sons.
His namaj-e-janaza will be

held at the Jame Mosque of Ut-
tara Sector No 7 after zohr
prayers today,

His quikhwani will be held on
August 26 alter Asr prayers at
his Uttara residence (House no
1. Rd no 7, Sector no 7).

immediate arrest of the killers of Advocate Habibur Rahman Mondal.

i

ey,

The activists of Sutrapur thana unit of BNP took to the streets yesterday demanding

— Star photo

Dengue

Frmu#:nngc |
orted admitfing five patients,

IRDEM three, Red Crescent
Holy Family Hospital five,
Bangladesh Medical College
Hospital three, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical Univer-
sity Hospital three,
Suhrawardy three, Central
hospital four, Samarita Hospi-
tal two and Al-Rajl Hospital re-
ported admitting six patients.

So far, 37 people have died of
dengue haeminorhagic fever
[DHE‘}. The number of people
hospitalised since the onset of
the dreaded disease last month
stands at 2,257. Currently, 240
people are undergoing treat-
ment for the disease in different
city hospitals and clinics.

Meanwhile, a joint study by
scientists in Thailand and
ICDDRB in Bangladesh con-
cluded that majority of the pa-
tients are infected second time
with the dengue virus.

The study concluded yester-
day said that type - 3 or Dengue -
3 was prevalent in the 100 blood
samples studied since Mid July
this year.

However, other experts when
contacted over the phone last
night contradicted the findings
saying Investigation on only
100 patients from a single hos-
pital (Red Crescent Holy Family
Hospital) is inconclusive espe-
cially for a country where the
attack is relatively new. "We
need to conduct larger epidemi-
ological study to validate such
findings,” said an epideniiolo-

5 Girl burnt to
death as teacher’s
house set on
fire in Rajshahi

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Aug, 23: A girl

was burnt to death and her par-
ents were seriously injured
when some unidentified mis-
creants threw petrol on them
and set fire to their house.

The incident occurred at
Pirojpur village in Godagari
upazila last night.

The miscreants sprayed
petrol and set fire to the house
when Samier Rahman, 50, the
headmaster of Pirojpur High
School, his wife Shamim Ara,
43, and their daughter
Tamanna, 4, were sleeping. The
miscreants threw petrol
through the windows.

Hearing hue and cry. the
neighbours rushed to the spot
and rescued them. They were
rushed to Premtoli Health
Complex with serious burn in-
juries.

Tamanna succumbed to her
injuries this morning.

The house was damaged and
all the furniture and valuables
were burnt to ashes.

A case was [iled in this con-
nection with Godagari thana
today.

Police said the incident was
a sequel to previous enmity
over the last SSC test examina-
tion in which some students
lailed to qualify.

PBCP activist
Prakash held

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Aug 23: Prakash
Biswas, 30, an activist of out-
lawed Purbo Banglar
Comumnunist Party, was arrested
from the Paikgacha police sta -
tion on Tuesday night.

He is one of the accused in
Dinesh murder case filed with
Dumuria thana on March 29
this year, ;

Dinesh Mondol. 35, ring
leader of the Dumuria unit of
Biplobi Communist Party was
slaughtered on the night of
March 28 by Shimul group of
PBCP. Dead body of Dinesh was
found on the bank of the river
Shubarna under Dumuria
thana.

Prakash went to Patkgacha
thana alnn% with Dibakar
Biswas, halirman of
Palkgacha union and a veteran
Awamli League leader.,

OC of Palkgacha thana said
there are seven murder cases
against Prakash lodged so far
only with Paik%arha thana.

He was employed as the chief
security guard of UP chairman
Dibakar Biswas despite know-
ing the fact that Prakash allas

Kala Prakash is a professjonal
killgr

“Seminar on
dengue

A seminar on 'Dengue
Problem and its Prevention and
Treatment' will be held at the
auditorium of Institute of
Nutrition and Food Science at
10:30 am on Saturday, reports
LUNB.

Organised by Bangladesh
Biochemical Soclety, the sen-
nar will be attended by Dhaka

Unlversnx Vice Chancellor
Frof AK Azad Chowdhury as
chief guest,

5 _
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Contempt: Hearing resumes

From page |
out that they H?(.gd the petition
to defend the judiciary and the
right of the citizens that police
cannot detain a person Indefi-
nitely. ;

He argued that the PM's
statement is designed to
“obstruct the course of justice,
The utterances are calculated to
undermine the authority of the
judiciary to grant bail. The mo-
tive or design as was made clear
in her statement now under
scrutiny is to uphold the word
of the police and not the law".
But, he went on, "blame will be
borne by the court for its failure
to protect people's fundamental
rights guaranteed by the Consti-
tution. The courts and judges
will thus be degraded as active
participants and collaborators
in the unhindered abuse of
power b{ the police. There is
scope for appeals to higher
courts if there are ‘'well-found-
ecdl” materials to justify denial of
bail. But the PM and her gov-
ernment would not care about
that.”

On the AG's contention that
freedom of speech should be
balanced against law of con-
tempt, Mainul Hosein said Ar-
ticle 39 of the Constitution
makes it clear that freedom of
speech is subject to law of con-
tempt of court.

He said, "When some minis-
ters brought out a stick proces-
sion and gave open threats that

HSC results

rrom page |

90 days of completion of the ex-
aminations and the deadline is
August 27, anether board offi-
cial said.

Uncertainty gripped the
publication of the results last
week mainly for work stoppage
by education board emplovees
although it was reported that
the results would be published
on Thursday.

The employees of eight
boards. including Madrassah,
techuical edncation and NCTB,
are on sirike to realise their
four-point demand.

Dredging in Passur
along Mongla
Port begins

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Aug 23: Dredging
in the river Passur along
Mongla port formally began on
Tuesday.

The project involving Tk 48
crore has been undertaken in
:}gder lo make the river naviga-
le.

According to a source in
Mongla port authority, two
firms of international standard
- one from Bangladesh and the
vther from Indonesia - are
jointly carrying the dredging.
They are to remove at least 30
lakh cubic metres of silts and
muds from the river.

The first dredging was done
in 1992 at a cost of Tk 45 crore.
But that did not save the real
purpose for making Passur nav-
igable for foreign ships.

Deposit of silts the river
along the port has forced many
sea-gimng vessels to anchor
with loaded %rmds for the port.

As a result, security of both
loaded goods and personal be-
longings of the crew could not

be ensured due to rampant
piracy. sources said.

All 3 cases

| From page 1
behind this, he said. “These pe -
titions need to be rejected at the
very out set on this ground
alone.”

Islam argued, "These mali-
clous petitions are politically
motivated. Many people became
embroiled in these unwittingly,
without fully realising thie
magnitude. Their ultimmate ob-
jective Is to destabilise the
Republic by bringing the Head
of the Executive in conflict witl
the other organ of the Republic

These petitions in the gilse
ol contempt cases are i1 fact
multiple subversjve attempts to
silence the voice of the
sovereign people of the
Republic. Laws relating to con -
lempt were misrepresented and
misused through these malj-
clous petitions.

The power of the Republic
exercised by the Judiciary
comes from the people and as
such every citizen has the in.
alienable and sovereign right to
hold all state functionaries in -
cluding members of the
Judiciary accountable through
bona fide public deliberation as
long as it does not scandalise
any court or judge by way of de-
stroying or obstrueting the Ju-

unction.”

pal Zahurul Islam, M

they knew where the sticks
would fall, we did not rush to
court.”

But, he went on, "The impli- °

cation of the PM's utterances is
to treat judges and lawyers as
extension of police “force and
that they must obey police in re-
fusing bail. The PM threatened
the lawyers not to move bail pe-
tition. The 11 eminent lawyers
who Issued statement sharing
the Bar's anxlety urged all in-
cluding the PM not to repeat
any expression derogatory for
the judiciary were not only
ridiculed but they were also
blamed for helping the crimi-
nals.”

Mainul Hosein further said,
“The PM may not have realised
that the deteriorating law and
order could be the result of some
people’s carefully researched
blueprint to destroy democracy
and democratic Constitution.
May be they are the same people
who used Bangabandhu to es-
tablish one party Baksal rule.
We are anxious to see the Prime
Minister as a democratic PM.”

Resuming his arguments,
Barrister Rafiqul Huq referred
to Barrister Amirul Islam’s
contention that there had been
no contempt petition in Eng-
land during the past 100 years
and sald the situation in
Bangladesh and Britain varies
in socio-economic context. “In
England, single, unwed mothers
are recognised, so is living to-
gether. But you would not accept
my daughter living like that".
he remarked.

He argued further that a per-
son has the right to criticise a
court judgement. "But if one at-
tacks the foundation of judi-
ciary. then it constitutes con-
temp! and what our PM said is
not criticism. She has scan-
dalised our judiciary, judges
and lawyers.”

Later, Barrister Maudud
Ahmned rose and asked whom
Barrister Amirul Islam was
representing. At this stage. the
court adjourned the hearing

Bangabandhu murder

From page 12
for their extradition

The state has appointed 11
lawvers to delend that 11 ab-
sconding convicts with death
penalty in line with the legal
provisions in the death reler-
ence hearing required by the
law to confirm the capital pun-
ishment.

The prosecution side headed
by Senior Advocate Serajul Hagq
is likelv to start its submission
and reply to the defence argu-
ments after they are presented

The defence lawyers ap-
pointed by the four convicts in
jail ended their appeal argu-
ments on Sunday alter 35 days
of hearing when they mainly
sought remission of punish-
ments for their clients on
“benefit of doubts” citing appar-
ent contradictions in witnesses
testimonies and evidences.

The convicts facing the trial
in person are former lieutenant
colonels Syed Farooq Rahman
[sacked). Sultan Shariar Rashid
Khan. Muhiuddin Ahmed
artillery) and ex-major Bazlul
Huda.

The absconding convicts are:
sacked Lt. Colonels Khondokar
Abdur Rashid, Shariful Haque
Dalim and A M Rashed Chowd-
hury, former Lt. Cols. Mohiud-
din Ahmed (Lancer), S H B M
Noor Chowdhury, Abdul Aziz
Pasha, formmer Major Shariful
Hossain alias Sharful Hossain.
sacked captain Kishmat
Hashem., former captains
Nazmul Hossain Ansar and Ab-
dul Mazed and former Risalder
Mosleh Uddin

Talks adjourned

From page 1
be held up if the existing trend
of cheating in the examination
continues, he said, adding that
the teachers must be sincere to
their dulies.

The teachers’ representatives
cdid not agree to the conditions
of the ministers but they agreed
to continue dialogne with the

minister for an acceptable solu-
tion,

Among others, Principal
Qumruzzaman, Sheikh
Amanullah, Mohammad
AKkhteruzzaman, Principal Kazl

Farook Ahmed, Badar Uddin
Hawlader, Abdur Razzak,
Principal Mazaharul Hannan,
Principal Nazrul Islam,

Maulana Abdul Latif, Principal
Mohammad Shahjahan, Prinel-
Motiur

ahman, Principal Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury and Prin-

cipal M Shariful Islam attended

the meeting.
Education
Rakib Uddin

Kazi
Vice

Secretary
Ahmed,

Chancellor of National Univer-

sity Prof M Aminul Islam, Direc-

tor General of Secondary and
Highier Education and high ofli-
clals of the Education Ministry
were present.

\

Ekushey Television (ETV).
the first private TV network In
the country, has introduced (ts
weckly news programme,
Mukto Khabar, which will be
produced and presented by stu -
dents aged between 11 and 16
years.

First of fts kind In
Bangladesh as well as in South
Asla, the programme will go on
air from September 2, sald Fuad
Chowdhury, commissioning exl-
itor and executive producer of
the Mukto Khabar, at a press
conference at the ETV office
vesterday,

Drawn from various educa -
tional institutions, 32 boys and
girls went through two-month
special training at the ETV.
They will collect news and fea-
ture items from across the
country.

Chowdhury said it will be a
programme for the young peo-
ple by the young people.

“The team has been divided
into four groups and the each
group will produce a pro-
gramme once a month. So, it
will not hamper their studijes,”
he said. ;

Addressing the programme.
ETV Chairman Abu Sayeed
Mahmud said, "The voice of
young people will be heard on
ETV and their opinions must be
respected. We can learn a lot
from them.”

He further said “"Once a year,
the entire programmes of a day
will be conducted by the young
people,”

"ETV Is committed to work-
ing for the interests of young
people, whoever and wherever
they are,” Simon Dring, MD of
ETV said.

Mukto Khabar will expand
over the next few months to in-

Police yet to
arrest Adel,
his son Tarek

By Staff Correspondent

Police, till yesterday, could
not arrest Jahanagir Moha-
mmad Adel and one of his sons
wanted in connection with
their alleged involvement in
anti-state activities

Officer-in-Charge of Kotwali
police Shahnur-e-Borhan filed
a complaint case with the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's
court on Monday accusing
Jahanagir Mohammad Adel, a
leader of Jatiya Party (Ershad)
and his two sons, Zobaved
Mohammad Adel and 'Tarek
Mohaminad Adel, for hoisting
Pakistani flag on August 14, the
national day of Pakistan

Earlier, police arrested
Zobayed Mohammad Adel for
his alleged involvement in the
Killing of ruling party leader
Kamal Hossain after the vic -
tim's brother filed a case with
the Kotwali police station

Kamal Hossain, was Kkilled
on August 16 as a sequel to an
altercation over the hoisting of
the flag

»
clude reports from young people
in other countries, particularly
from the South Asian coun-
tries, he said. |
The pm%ammc has been
undertaken by ETV News and
Current Affairs in co-operation

with UNICEF and Save the
Children Sweden (Radda
Barnen).

A five-member ETV team
will assist the young reporters
in producing the news pro -

amme. The 25-minute Mukto
habar will be aired at 7:20 pm
every Saturday.

Rupsha Bridge

From page |

JBIC set a vital criterion in
the pre-qualification bid that
would favour certain Japanese
companies and disqualify or
weaken the position of other
bidders, some sources pointed.

In a letter to JBIC earlier
this month, RHD said, "We feel
that a particular requirement
for a joint venture, which states
that the Tead partner, In addi-
tion to the other requirements,
shall have necessary experience
in piling would restrict many
specialist conltractors to meet
the criteria.

“This is likely to affect the
wide competition and the expe-
rienced contractors may béfde-
prived of the opportunitg to
compete for the project.,” BRHD
said, urging JBIC authoritiég to
relax the criterion.

Officially JBIC loan |Is
“untied” and “for open compe-
tition™. The project's Japanese
consultant PCl prepared the
pre-qualification document in
March. Later., some JBIC offi-
clals changed the qualification
criteria at least twice and added
a criterion that the lead con-
tractor must liave necessary ex-
perience in ‘piling’, in addition
to the other requirements.

Very few construction
companies outside Japan have
experience in piling,” said an
official who believes that the
bidding would not be so com-
petitive

Vajpayee, Mori

From page 1
biggest aid donor before it im-
posed the sanctions, has been
pressuring New Delhi to accede
to a global nuclear test ban
treaty

The Indian government will
hold to its plan of evolving a
national consensus on signing
the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty, foreign Secretary Lalit
Mansingh said Monday.

The foreign ' minister, Singh,
had'said the government hoped
to introduce debate the treaty in
Parliament in the current ses-
sion. It is due to close Friday,
however, and the matter has
not come up

Mori is unlikely to meet In-
dia’s demand that sanctions he
lifted. He was expected, how-
ever, to announce a fresh infu-
<ion of loan money for a nmkti-
billion-dollar mass transporl
project under construction in
New Delhi
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was marked by presence of a

large number of BNP activists
on streets, compared to previous
hartals.

Excepting two BNP MPs —
Amanullah Aman and Naz-
imuddin Alam — and its city
unit leader Chowdhury Alam,
no other party leader was seen
on streets before 9 am. Aman
and Alam started picketing at
Naya Paltan at about 6 am and
led several processions

BNP and its front organisa-
tions brought out a series ol
processions at Naya Paltan,
Bijovy Nagar, Mouchak, Shauti-

nagar, Shahjahanpur. Dhan-
moudi. Kalabagan. Motijheel
Mirpur, Badda and in Old
[.)“r]‘]‘iﬁ

BNP processions were also

led by Abdul Matin Chowdhury
Shahjahan Siraj. Abdullah Al

Noman. Mirza Abbas, ZA Khan.
party MPs Sadek Hossain
Khoka Abdul Mannan,

Barkatullah Bhulu, Abdul Hye,
Nazimuddin Alam and Dr Mo-

hanmmad Al and other party
leaders Gaveshwar Chandra

Roy. Sirajul Islam Selim
Moazzem Hossain Alal,
Mofiqul Hasan Tripty, Habi-

bunnabi Khan Sohel, Kazi Abul
Bashar, Takdir Hossain
Jashim and Chowdhury Alam.
Jatiyva Party leaders Shal
Mohammad Abu Zafar, Saifur
Rahhman and Abu Hossain
Babla led their party proces-
sions. 10J processions were led
by ARM Abdul Matin, Abdul
latif Nezami and Abdur Rab
Yusufi. ;
Movement of rickshaw was
almost normal in the city.
Some state-run BRTC buses,
private minibuses and auto-
rickshawas were seen playing
in some specific routes.
Trains operated normally
but inter-district buses and
trucks kept off the roads. All
flights operated at Zia Interna-
tional Alrport on schedule.
The BNP organised a rally in
front of its central office prior
to end of the hartal. It was ad-
dressed by, among others, ZA
Khan, Amanullah Aman MP,
Barkatullah Bulu MP, Naz-
imuddin Alam MP, Kazi Abul
Bashar, Chowdhury Alam and

Jashimuddin Babul while city

BNP President Sadek Hossain
Khoka MP presided.
Addressing the rally, they

alleged that Advocate Habibur

Rahman Mondal was killed by
teryorists belonging to ruling
Awami League.

The AL government has lost
its moral right to stay in power

Hartal passes off

because it has failed in every
sector. They also criticised
Primme Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na's recent remarks on the judi-
ciary.

Amanullah Aman alleged
that Mandal was killed as he
was a signatory to the vokalat-
nama for a contempt petition
filed against her.

BNP leaders called upon the
people to intensify the current
movement to dislodge the gov-
ernment

Reports from Chittagong,
Khulna, Faridpur, Rangpur,
Gaibandha, Chuadanga. Bogra.
Joypurhat, Rajshahi said that
the hartal hours passed ofl

peacefully
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strain the fishermen from fish-
ing during the fish breeding
season by arranging their
livelihood during the period
through providing alternative
work. cash incentives and VGF
cards

It also decided to increase
fish production in stagnant
water bodies, including ponds,
beels, haors and marshy lands
and improve the conditions of
hatchery, particularly the
shrimp hatcheries. The meeting
expressed concern over the dis-
tribution of fisherv loans and
decided to take adequate meéa
sures in this regard,

The Primne Minister said
people across the world wr
coming more health ¢
and taking more fish
nieats. She said swer
are very tasty an
prospects for ex
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(71| ETV’s new programme :
‘Mukto Khabar’

Weekly news programme to
be produced by students

By Staff Correspondent
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