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Fuel Price Backlash

HE oll price hike has sparked off protests right

across the road transport sector. The transport
owners and workers of Chittagong region have
scheduled a 48-hr-10n§ shutdown for August 29 and
30 on top of the strike they observed on Sunday
last. Today itself, a dawn-to-dusk transport strike
gets underway in 21 districts of the south-western
region as a protest not merely against increased
petroleum prices but also fresh taxes likely to be
imposed on them from the next month.

Even the AL-leaning Bangladesh Sarak Pariba-
han Samity seems disenchanted as its secretary

eneral has announced a week-long deadline for

e government to either reduce the oil prices or
face a strike ad infinitum. The remaining major
transport owners' association — Bangladesh Bus-
Truck Owners' Association — may have a stronger
movement up their sleeves.

Needless to say, the rising spectre of such trans-
port sector shutdowns along with that of greater
political agitation hold damaging implications for
the national economy. In fact the strikes are going
to precipitate an increase in the prices of daily ne-
cessities before the latter are put in spate by the in-
creased oil prices subsequently. So price-wise we
have a deuble-edged sword syndrome that needs to
be neutralised quickly.

creased fuel prices cannot be trifled with. This is
not merely to say that the Opposition is likely to
capitalise on the issue of oil prices but to basically
bring up the question of people’s tolerance level be-
ing tested too severely by action-reaction buffet-
ings of all kinds.

The underlying reason behind raising fuel prices
appears to be the differential between oil prices in
India and those in Bangladesh. The higher prices
in India were said to be inducing smuggling of
petrol and petroleum products from Bangladesh
into that country. Then apparently the higher in-
ternational crude prices ‘provided a ground for the
government to raise the fuel prices.

Whatever the reasons, the government owes a
satisfactory explanation to the public as to the fac-
tors it had taken into consideration before upping
the fuel price twice in three years. In fact, the peo-
ple should have been convinced of the rationale for
fuel price hikes before the government actually
announced them.

The striking transport owners and operators
better refrain from demanding higher fares from
the public because that will assail the very argu-
ment for the strike, let alone signalling to the con-
sumers that they are there to be exploited only.
That said, we urge the government to sit down with
the transport sector associations and head off a
crisis that stares us in the face — rather ominously.

Biman Should Explain
has already a fleet

IMAN Bangladesh Airlines
of vintage aircraft under its wings. To make
matters worse, Biman authority has decided to
take on lease another vintage DC-10 aircraft man-
ufactured in 1979 on a three-year contract. Only
one of the existing four DC-10s was built in 1989

----------
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It is very interesting to note that the proposed
lease-bound aircraft was manufactured in 1979
but its chronological number is 46542 whereas the
one manufactured in 1978 has a serial number of
46943, clearly 401 steps ahead of the former one.
Why discrepancy between the year of manufacture
shown and sequential number engraved on the air-
craft?

Both the chairman of the Civil Aviation
Authority of Bangladesh and the Managing Direc-
tor of the national flag carrier have admitted to
relaxing rules but denied having violated them to a
local Bangla daily which carried the report on
Wednesday. But it is apparent that both of them are
playing with words. They say they have relaxed
the rules to take this 21-year-old plane on lease. Is
it not a deviation from the Civil Aviation Autho-
rity rules on the subject? If the purchase or lease
rules are only 'relaxed' and 'not violated,' we would
like to know from the CAAB chairman and the
Biman MD as to how they draw a line between
relaxation and violation. Let us also know the ex-
tent of relaxation of rules and how far it deviates
from the existing rules for procurement of aircraft
on lease.

Biman should also clarify the apparent discrep-
ancy between the sequential number and manu-
facture date of the aircraft they are trying to hire
on lease to replenish their fleet. We are aware of the
fleet constraint of Biman and their limitations as
far as competitiveness with other airlines goes but
these are no excuses for procuring old aircraft out-
side the prescribed rules. Caution must be exer-
cised in this particular area of communication
where million of precious lives are involved. The
recent Concorde crash around Paris (flying old
planes) that cost 109 lives should be a case in point.
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Give Chittagong a Break
IF one were to make a rating on the trouble-prone

cities in the country, Chittagong would surely
have topped the chart. The port city more often
than not gets the lion's share of political agitation.
labour unrest, workers' strike and what have vou.
Just take the month of August for example. There
have already been three hartals, including two lo-
calised ones. As an appendage to yesterday's coun-
trywide hartal staged by the opposition alliance,
the SKOP called a dawn-to-dusk hartal across
greater Chittagong, protesting ‘repression’ on
workers at the CEPZ and demanding resumption of
work at the laid-off factories. There are more
strikes on the anvil, including the transport own-
ers' shutdown planned for end-August.

In their organisational over-enthusiasm, lead-
€rs and activists of political, labour and transport
entities often end up Jeopardising the country's
€conomic Interest. They tend to forget that the port
City is the nerve centre of our economic activities
and should, by no means, be pushed to a standstil].
The port has already earned notoriety in the inter-
national shippers' community for inefficiency
brought about by unceasing labour unrest. To make
matters worse, political unrest poses a constant
hindrance to cargo distribution through road net-
work. The whole scenario smacks of self-destruc-
tive impulses, to say the least.

Therefore, we would request the overnment
primarily to initiate a dialogue with ﬁlc political

|Parties, dockers' associations. transport workers'

—

and owners' organisations and work .out a formula
whereby the port city is spared the roller-coaster
ride it so often gets.
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Also, the likely political fall-out of the in- |
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T is befitting that I start with
Yasmeen, Remember the 14-

year-old girl who was bru-
tally raped and murdered in
Dinajpur and by a %&mg ol po-
liceman on that fateful night of
August 24, 1995? The women
community rose in protest and
demanded for
then August 24 has been ob-

served as the Women Repression

Resistance Day. Many women's
organisations get together for
rally, street protest and march
0O commemorate .
murder and also to remind
everybody of the disease that iIs
growing like a cancer in our
soclety which must be con-
tained.

However, violence against
women and children did not
start nor did it end with Yas-
meen. Since then we have wit-
nessed an unabated series of
both state-sponsored and other
kinds of violence, each one
more gruesome and brutal than
the other. The barbarity, de-
pravily and cruelty have sur-
lmassed previous examples and
1ave continued to shock all
civilised people In the country.
The only quarter which seems
to be oblivious Is the authori-
ties, those entrusted with the
responsibility of protecting the
lives and dignity of people.

One wonders who will take
the responsibility for continued
violence and more importantly
for not taking action as per the
law of the land. Somehow, the
answer has always eluded us.
Those seeking justice are con-
stantly shown the other door —
it 1s somebody else who is re-
sponsible. The buck does not
stop with anyone it seems.
Such evasive tactics, shrugging
off responsibility, has severely
eroded the credibility of the law
enforcing authorities, and the
sincerity of the entire judicial
process is being questioned.

To mention a few cases In
which there is no logical reason
for delays except the indiffer-

justice. Since

Yasmeen
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Women Repression Resistance Day
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Who Should be Held Responsible?

by Shaheen Anam

All they are asking is a little support from society. Hi
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story tells us that when repression goes

beyond limits then society has its own way of responding. Women in our society will have to take up
this challenge themselves and put an end to the brutality that they face almost on a daily basis.

e
ence of the authorlties: Start-
ing with Yasmeen. She
raped and murdered in August
1995, After a long and difficult
court battle four policemen
were awarded punishment in
1997. It must be mentioned that
the outcome of the case could
have gone either way If wom-
en's organisations had not
united to demand justice. How-
ever, the sentences have not
been Implemented pending ap-
peal for the last three years [n
the High Court z’k'p;}rlnttt cases
cannot continue for an indefi-
nite period. The Attorney Gen-
eral’'s office has to take an in-
terest and make sure that the
case reaches conclusion.

Shima was raped and mur-
dered in police custody in 1997,
All those accused were acquit-
ted. The judge when acquitting
them admitted that he had no
other alternative but to let the
accused go given the way the
case was presented, An activist
lawyer took up the case and
filed charges against those who
abetted in hushing up the case,.
Three policemen have been ac-
cused of wilful attempt to hide
the truth This case is;yp for
witness hearing on 24  Au-
gust’,

The violation of Taniya, a
child of 5, at the CMM premises
in March '98, shocked the entire
country. Again no one was
willing to take responsibility
for such a shameful incident. A
farce of a case was put up in an
obvious attempt to hide the
truth. Mora, a man not even
remotely associated with the

was !’

case was Ildentified as the cul-
rit. Again an activist lawyer
Eas demanded another investi-
ation, The investigative officer
1as not been able to prove that
Mora Is the person who com-
mitted the crime. A judicial in-
ulry Is going on; meanwhile
ﬁw real culprit i{s still free,
roaming the streets and per-
haps continuing to prey upon
the weak and the vulnerable.

Soon after In the same
month Moushumi was raped,
This case Is under trail, but
there Is no interest or urgency
on the part of the state to accel-
erate the process and bring it to
a conclusion.

Shazneen, a girl of 15, was
murdered (n the sanctuary of
her home on April 23, 1998,
This finally seemed to be con-
clusive case because some of the
accused had confessed. There
was a perception that a well off
family might get justice sooner
than those with fewer re-
sources, However, two-and-a-
half years later the case is
nowhere near over, The family
waits in anguished silence, hop-
ing and praying that someday
they will get justice. The family
has to bear the daily harass-
ment and face psychological
and emotional trauma. A
shocking part of the story is
that while the family spend
their days in agony. the main
accused is spending his time in
the relative comfort of a hospi-
tal bed under dubious medical
rationale that even the doctors
and medical experts cannot de-

fend. In this case, it s not anly
moneyv., which is calling the
shots. a more Influential hand
is Involved which seems to be
more powerlul then the laws of
the land.

Since then there has been
innumerable such Incidents.
Every year there is a rise In
cases of rapes and murder. It
has been documented that the
Increase Is reported In cases of
violence and also those up for
tratl, but not (n conviction.
Convictions in such heinous
crimes as rape, acid attacks are
still negligible. The Women and
Children Repression Bill 1995,
1998 and finally 2000 was
passed with much fanfare. It
was claimed that now finally
we had a bill that would truly

rotect women and children
rom violence. However, unfor-
tunately nothing has changed.
Influence, power and money
still reign supreme. The de-
mand for justice is not heard
and there {s a perception that
the law works for a select few.

The recent case of Bushra,
the daughter of a retired police
officer, has shown that even the
families of police, if they are
out of power, can be victims of
the same Indifference. The case
iIs under Investigation, some
have been taken under custody
but no one knows or trusts that
the truth will come out or
whether the family will ever get
justice,

Perhaps the two groups who
face the most continuous op-
pression are the garment work-
ers and the prostitutes. It seems

that society {8 oblivious of their
plight and while they face ha-
rassment, humiliation. op-
pression and torture everyday
of their lives, society has taken
on a holier then thou attitude,

especially in the case of prosti-
tutes.

Cases of rapes against gar-
ment workers have registered
an alarming rise. Appeals for
their safety has fallen on deaf
i,rears. The garment owners
1ave refused to provide them
with minimum security on
their way to home and work.
Most of the crimes occur at that
time by fellow workers or
neighbourhood mastaans.
These young workers brave all
odds to earn for their Impover-
iIshed families and also foreign
currency for the country. How-
Ever, neither the authorities
nor the owners have shown
them the minimum respect for
their labour and hard work. On
the other hand, many are de-
iled minlmum wages, made to
work overtime without proper
remuiieration plus face the day-
to-day fear of rape and mo-
lestation on their way home. In
the last five years there has
hardly been any conviction
against rape and murder of
garment workers. '

The eviction of prostitutes
from Tanbazaar was portrayed
as an effort to clean the societ
of anti-socials and' unlawfu
activities. We all know the real
reason behind this eviction.
However, few had the guts to
face the real truth. There were

Th?
gﬂ assetls they had and

clalins of rehabilitation, jo
for then, and a chance for a bey.
ter life. It was claimed by the
highest authorities that .
lons of taka had been allocateq
for their rehabilitation. In re.
ality the eviction has resulteq
in their total pauperisation.

have lost the little savings

ecome destitute with no shel.
ter or protection. The Hi
Court has recently made a ruj-

ing that their eviction was flle.
Ea - yet this court order Is not
2 :

g implemented. The vesteq
interest in this case is more
powerful than the High Court.

This article has been Writtey
in an attempt to bring to atteq.
tion the indifference with
which cases related to violence
against women are still being
treated by the authorities, |t is
not meant to portray women as
weak and oppressed. On the
other hand, cases of viclence .
rape and acid attacks — haye
not prevented women from
coming out of their homes tq
pursue normal activities or g
protest such oppression.
Women all over the coun
have bullt and organised resjs.
lance against violence and ha.
rassment. The movenient aﬁ

Jahangirnagar University §
Dhaka University are examples

of women’s spirit to fight op-
pression and prevall over, ng
matter what the odds are. Al

they are asking is a Iltile'su]'r..,
".—

port from soclety. History tells
us that when repression :

beyond limits then mlctygt?;;{l_ %

its own way of responding.

Women in our society will have.
to take up this challenge
selves an

daily basis. Violence against
women is an expression of a
deep-rooted perversion in the
soclety and unless the whole
society rises up against it, it

| : will _uo.tbeeliminaled. ' :
The Solarz Correspondence: A Congressional

Inquiry Deliberately Derailed?

Third and Concluding Part

(Continued from yesterday)
IN April 1979, Kai Bird and 1

wrote Henry Kissinger a de-

tailed letter asking him to
reply to specific questions re-
garding the 1971 contacts with
the Mustaque group in Calcutta.
We also posed several questions
regarding the 1975 coup against
Mujib. US Embassy sources had
wondered out loud to us whether
the CIA Station in Dhaka had
disregarded Ambassador
Boster's instructions to break
contact with the Mustaque
group on their own initiative or
whether they had instructions
to do so from Washington. We
asked Kissinger this question.
We asked him if he had "Prior
knowledge" of the coup d'etat
against Mujib. We posed seven
specific questions. Four ques-

tions concerned 1971 contacts
will the Mustaque group, Three_
- questions concerned the 1975

coup. We asked Kissinger to re-

ply promptly since we were in- °

tending to publish an article in
June in The Nation magazine in
New York.

Kissinger replied in May. "I
have read your astonishing let-
ter of April 23" wrote Kissinger
in his dismissive, one para-
graph reply. "It reached me
while I was traveling in Asia,
and, therefore, your-two-week
deadline has already passed. In
any event, | cannot deal with
the extraordinary mixture of
allegations and innuendo con-
tained in your letter, except to
say that in substance they are
so far from the truth that I am
impelled to question the mo-
tives of your informants."

In June we replied to
Kissinger. "The purpose of our
April 23 correspondence setting
out detailed queries concerning
US-Bangladesh relations in the
crucial periods of 1971 and
1974-75 was precisely to abol-
ish any dimension of allegation
or innuendo.” we wrote. "We do
not believe this can be done
without direct answers to spe-
cific questions. We do not con-
sider the questions we have put
to be, as you say, 'far from the
truth.’ Indeed, as questions they
are designed precisely to get at
the truth. We know of no other
method, but to ask with as
much precision as possible ... In
our view, to be astonished is not
to be specific in response.”

When the Carter Adminis-
tration came to power in 1976, a
new director, Admiral Stans-
field Turner, took over the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency. Turner
began an iIntensive review of
past covert actions involving
possible f{llegal actions by
Agency officlals. This internal

review ultimately led to the

. Lifschultz

The possibility of ultimately getting to the bottom of what had
happened in Bangladesh in the 1974-1975 period required that CIA
documents not be altered or tampered witf
been the CIA's Station Chief in D

coup. A simple
member of the "historical review sta

in any waz; Che
aka at the time of t

Bangladesh
question posed itself. With Cherry working as a
f" hadany documents related to
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had

early retirement of several
hundred CIA employees. There
were reports circulating in
State Department circles that
the Bangladesh case was also

1nder review: However, accord-
ing“to one State Department

source the Bangladesh case
wasn't "bit enough" to garner
the kind of attention Turner
was giving to actions that had
led to unambiguous violations
of the law. Still it appears there
was some form of inquiry. Little
is known how extensively the
case was investigate within the
Agency during the short lived
period when Turner sought to
‘clean house."

In the summer of 1992 a cu-
rious article appeared in The
Washington Post. At the time,
the trial of a senior CIA official.
Claire George, was then under
way for lying to Congress about
the Iran-Contra affair. George
had served as the Deputy Direc-
tor for Operations at the CIA. In
September 1991, George was
indicted and charged with ten

felonies. including obstructing
justice. obstructing a congres-
sional investigation. making

lalse statements, and perjurin
himself before congressiona
cominittees.

According to Lawrence
Walsh, the retired judge, who
served as prosecutor in the case,
‘Claire George's indictment
mobilized the intelligence
commmunity. Support came not
only from officials in active
service, but also from the CIA's
alumni, who were steeped in the
agency's traditions and proud of
its accomplishments. They
keenly felt the irony of the fact
that a career officer, who had
been trained to protect the se-
crets of the agency with lies if
necessary, was now being in-
dicted for lying to congressional
committees.” -

Claire George's trial lasted
four weeks. After eleven days of
deliberation, the jury returned
its verdict. George was found
suilty of lying to Congress. He
1ad lied to both the House and

Senate intelligence committees.
After the trial. Craig Gillen, the
lead prosecutor in the George
case, stated, "This marks the
first time that a senior CIA offi-
cial was convictéd of felony of-
fences for crimes committee
while he was in his position at
the CIA. Congress expects and
deserves full and truthful an-
swers from the intelligence
agencies.” Gillen concluded,
‘Make no mistake about it, we
are pleased with this verdict.
Word has gone out to senior of-
licials in the intelligence agen-
cies that they cannot use the se-
crets of our nation to hide." As
one of his last acts of his Presi-
dency, George Bush, a former
CIA Director, pardoned Claire
George and other senior offi-
cials, convicted of lying to
Congress.

After the pardon. Lawrence
Walsh. the Independent Prose-
cutor and a retired judge with
Republican Party credentials,
denounced the pardon. "There
was no excuse for pardoning
these persons,” declared Walsh.
"They were prosecuted for cov-
ering up a crime, for lying to
Congress, to keep Congress
from finding out what had hap-

_pened ... They were deliberate

lies."”

A decade before George was
indicted, the CIA Director in the
Reagan Administration,
William Casey had appointed
Claire George to be the CIA's
“liaison with Congress." This
was the time when William
Barnds, a "retired" CIA officer,
was “supervising” the Bangla-
desh file at the Congressional
Subcominittee on Asia chaired
by Stephen Solarz. According to
a statement Robert Gates made
to Joseph Persico, William
Casey's biographer,” once Claire
(George] got there [i.e. up to
Congress], he reinforced all of
Casy's worst instinets. Their
attitude was 'don't tell Congress
anything unless you are driven
to the wall." Gates was CIA
Director under George Bush.

The Post article of 5 August

Bangladesh been tampered with or simply made to ‘disappear'?’

1992 described how a member
of George's legal team named
Phil Cherry, a retired CIA offi-
cer, had been discovered visit-
ing the CIA's archives during
the trial. "In a development
outside the courtroom, Philip
Cherry, a retired CIA covert op-
erations officer who has ap-
peared in court as an unpaid
members of [Claire] George's le-
Eal defence team, was seen last

riday afternoon leaving CIA
headquarters.” reported The
Post. "He was using a pass nor-
mally possessed by agency em-
ployees."”

"Asked Monday what he was
doing at the agency [CIAL"™ The
Post article stated. "Cherrv. a
lawver, said that it had nothing
to do with the case. Asked why
lie had a CIA pass. he re-
sponded, 'No comment.’ In re-
sponse to further questions
from The Post's reporter, a CIA
spokesman declared that
"Cherry had applied earlier for
a contract position with the
CIA's newly expanded histori-
cal review staff and had been of-
fered a post." The CIA.spokes-
man, Peter Earnest, stated that
Phil Cherry had simply “"come
in to see his contract and pick
up his badge."

The CIA acknowledged that
Cherry’s role on Claire George's
legal team and his access to se-
cret CIA archives might be
deemed to be improper. "We
don't want a conflict or the ap-
pearance of a conflict,” the CIA
told The Post. The speculation
was that documents might be
removed, lost or tampered with
by CIA "insiders" to protect one
of their own. Upon reading the
Post article my concern in-
stantly focused on Bangladesh,
not the Iran-Contra affair. Phil
Cherry, working as a member of
a CIA's "historical review staff.”
sent shivers down my spine. It

tions about CIA involvement in
the 1975 coup,” Cherry's pres-
€nce in the archives represented
a clear “conflict of interest.”
The possibility of ultimately
fting to the bottom of what
ad happened in Bangladesh in
the 1974-1975" period required
that CIA documents not be al-
tered or tampered with in any
way. Cherry had been the CIA's
Station Chief in Dhaka at the
time of the Bangladesh coup. A
simple question posed itself,
With Cherry working as a

member of the "historical re- °

view staff" had any documents
related to Bangladesh been
tampered with or simply made
to "disappear"?

In the 1990's a historical
commission with responsibil-
ity for declassifying CIA docu-
ments concerned with
Guatemala discovered that al-
most the entire archive had
been destroyed. Detailed docu-
mentation from within CIA
archives of the coup against Ar-
benz that the Agency had mas-
lerminded had been purged
from the records. This had in-
volved the destruction of thou-

sands of documents. The endur-
Ing expectation of American
historian that ultimately doc-
umentation would be available
for historical research had been
frustrated by an act of "histori-
cal cleansing” by the US Goy-
ernment itself.

Shortly after Bangladesh:
The Unfinished Revolution was
published in 1979 a reviewer
made the following observa-
tion: "One could sympathize
with Lifschultz's agony that
withont the power of subpoena,
truth could never be discovered.
But could it be revealed even

with that power? Lifschultz

still hopes that he can, given
the opportunity and a fair
chance, find the truth. But the
deviousness and capacity of in-
telligence agencies to kill the
truth, at all stages. of any légir-
Imate Anvestigation would,
however, seem adequate for
making Lifschultz's task a dif-
ficult one. In these dangerous
shoals. the great service Lif-
schultz offers to the ordinary
man is simply to impress upon
him the oppressive apparatus of
today's state ... If. in such con-
ditions, the Bangladesh Revo-
lution is unfinished, so is Lif-
schultz's search for the truth.
He would be the first to admit
that .... The best of this book is
the author's abiding faith in
eventually finding the truth by -
pursuing it relentlessly.” These
were kind words. But, the truth
is this pursuit is not the task of
one individual alone,

The writer is working as a *

Research Associate al the Yale
Centre for International and
Area Studies, Yale University.
He was recently named a Ful-
bright Srhufarj%r South Asia.

Solarz’s letter to Lifschultz, dated June 3, 1980

Dear Mr. Lifschultz:

As | iIndicated to you in my previous letter. I have tried to
pursue with the State Department several of the allegations
raised in the materials you sent to me

The State Department readily admits that it had contacts in
1971 with several Bengali officials who were interested in
discussing arrangements that would have allowed Bangladesh

to remain part

of Pakistan.

Considering that the

dismemberment of Pakistan, a traditional US ally, was not in
the US interest, the State Department contends that there is

nothing either surprising or

disturbing about the United
States trying to negotiate an arrangement

with Bengali

officials to prevent this outcome from occurring.

With respect to the Embassy meetings in the

ovember 1974

—January 1975 period with opponents of the Rahman regime,

the State Department

once again does not deny that the

meetings took place. However, the Department does claim that
it notified Rahman about the meetings, including the
possibility of a coup. This would seem to put these meetings in

a less conspiratorial light.
On the crucial

uestion of CIA involvement in the post-

have |
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them-
put an end to the bru-
tality that they face almost on a

"

was absolutely farcical. Given
the issues that Stephen Solarz
had raised in his letter to Les
Aspin of the House Intelligence
Committee regarding "allega-

Aggressive regimes

Sir, With each passing vear,
the ruling regime is gcllins
more and more aggressive: an

therefore more provocative,
even to those (citizens) who are
not Involved in an issue
(outside, detached observers).
There Is lack of tact and discre-
tion, and lot fuming about. Is
this restlessness due to frustra-
tion? It s difficult to resist the
misuse of power and influence,
How the leaders practice self-
discipline; besides sermonising
others to toe the line? Disci-
pline Is not a one-way traffic; it
also flows against gravity,
There is a feeling that ad-
ministrative and management
experience Is lacking in the
elected representatives in
power, and there is an impa-
tience not to allow routine work
to be carried out In a systematic
manner; meaning there is too
much ad hoe Interference from
the top, time and again. It ran-
kles the good workers at their
posts, and there {8 a sort of
chaos In the undercurrents. Of
course each official has his own

style of working, and this local
autonomy must be conceded to
officers. Also the official prior-
itles have to be respected. Why
most of the files have to carry
red flags (urgent; the proverbial
bureaucratic delays are not be-
ing discussed here)?

No solutions or tips are of-
fered, but the approach and
rinciple have to be analysed.

e act noisily, and react more
noisily and impetuously; be-
traying tolerance and peer-level
treatment. There is another
nuisance: the politicians are
apt to throw their weight
around, In and out of season,
and are most of the time seek-
ing undue advantage. Too many
perks are expected, Is it due to
our have-not mentality?

The standard of politics is
not Improving. Our politics is
based on hatred, faultfindin
and intolerance for the last 3
yvears. This holier-than-thou
attitude must be subdued. The
traumatism of history are
lessons (Nature is never flip-
&un]. to be learnt and unlearnt.

e are too much localised in
our thinking mode. The tension

Is getting abnormal during this
pre-election period. The experts
must analyse these weaknesses
in leadership, otherwise it
would take us longer to develop
the society.

A Husnain
Dhaka

Glorify Baitul

Mukarram

Sir, Baitul Mukarram is the
national mosque of Bangladesh
and It {s our pride. However, it
has been noticed that hawkers
and unauthorised shops have
sprung in front of the main en-
trance and all around which
disrupts the sanctity of the
place to a great extent. | would
request the authorities con-
cerned to remove these unaun-
thorised establishments fmme-
diately, And To beautify the
mosque trees should be planted
in the open spaces. Spotlights
should be placed around the
mosque to add to the beauty of
the mosque at night. To add

more glamour to it, I feel that a
coloured fountain may also be
constructed.

During Jumma prayers and
Eld prayers, due to increasing

- number of devotees, people say

their prayers on the pavement
and even on the road leading to
the mosque. If the authorities
concerned relocate the elec-
tronic shops the ground floor
may be used for saying prayers.

Recently, it has also been no-
ticed that book fairs take place
at the entrance of the mosque at
a regular basis. This practice
should be avoided for this only
adds more chaos to Baitul
Mukarram. A more suitable
place should be selected else-
where (Paltan Maidan may be)
for such book fairs.

It is about time for the au-
thorities concerned to turn
their attention towards our na-
tional mosque Baitul Mukar-
ram and make the place more
beautiful and attractive.

Antka Mariam Ahmed
6, Mymensingh Road
Bangla Motor, Dhaka

January 1975 period, I have not been able to unearth any hard
evidence in either direction. I find your allegations sufficiently
disturbing to believe that they merit further investigation.
However, | believe that such an investigation can really only be
carried out by the Permanent elect Committee on
Intelligence, which has the best chance of obtaining access
both to CIA cable traffic and to the relevant figures in the
intelligence community. I have therefore referred the
materials you sent to me to Congressman Aspin, alm:‘f with a
letter urging him to look into the matter. (copy attached).

I thank you for bringing this matter to my attention, and |
hope that you will Keep me informed about any mnew
information that you may obtain on this subject.

Sincerely,

Stephen Solarz

Member of Congress, House of Representatives,
Washington D.C.

Solarz’s letter to Les Aspin, dated June 3, 1980
Dear Les :

I am forwarding to you materials recently sent to me by a
reputable journalist, Lawrence Lifschultz, which contain
disturbing allegations about CIA involvement in the 1975 coup
which deposed Sheik Mujibar Rahman in Bangladesh. ’

Although I have made formal inquiries about Lifschultz's
various charges with the State Department , I am not fully
satisfied with all of the answers 1 received. In
crucial question of CIA contacts with the coup perpetrators in
the January 1975 through August 1975 period, | have been
unable to unearth any hard evidence either to confirm or
refute the allegations.

I quite agree with Lifschultz’ statement that “whether or not
the United States had prior knowledge of these plans cannot be
conclusively settled without Congressional subpoena :
Since a thorough Investigation of CIA activities in Bangladesh
is clearly within the jurisdiction of the Permanent Select
Committee, I am turnin
the hope that you will take appropriate action.

I thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
Stephen J. Solarz
Member of Con

ss. House of Representatives,
Washington D.C.
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