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PM calls on
President

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina vesterday called on
President Shahabuddin Ahmed
and discussed with him matters
of public interest, reports UNB.

After nearly hour-long
talks, a brief communigque from
Bangabhaban said the Prime
Minister stayed with the

President for some time dis -
different matters of

puhllc?ntcmu‘.
The Prime Minister also ap-
the President of the out-
come of her recent visit to
sla.

The communique did not
%Il out which matters of pub -

Interest the Prime Minister
discussed with the President.

*It was virtually a one-to-
one meeting.” an aide of the
Prime Minister told UNB.
“What | perceive is that the dis- |

cussions were good and useful,”
he
%‘:Pﬂmt Minister went to

' aban around 5 pm and
there nearly an hour.
e meeting between Head ol

the State and the Head of
Government took place at a
time when the country is pass-
ing through a crucial time. !
Observers sald matters relat-
ing to the judiciary and law and -
order migilt have come up dur-
ing the consultation.

=, i a o ol g
o gl e R i

BDR personnel guarding Dhaka District Judge's Court buildi

L T T gy

USA

60

CREDI

PRO
TRINITY COLLEGE
UNIVERSITY

e

Center for lillt‘_l'nutim_ull Sllld_it.% (CIS)
Call for Information : 8822729

BHADRA 9, 1407 BS & JAMADIUL AWAL 23, 1421 HURI =

12 PAGES PLUS RISING STARS PRICE : TAKA 9.00

ng during hartal hours yesterday. The court was ransacked

Arguments for and against

admissibility of two contempt

petitions against Prime Minis-
ter Shelkh Hasina for her re-
marks on the Judiclary re-
sumed in the High Court yester-
day.

The hearing was adjourned
at 4:5 pm and it resumes at 10
this morning.

A Division Bench of the HC
n_nnpnhm% Justice Mohammad
Mozammel Huq and Justice
Mohamamd Abdur Rashid be-
gan the hearing on Tuesday

The contempt petitions were
filled by Barrister Mainul Ho-
sein., President of the Supreme
Court Bar Association (SCBA),
and Barrister Rafiqul Hug on

Court told as hearing resumes

Contempt case filed to
defend constitutional
position of judiciary

By Special Correspondent

behalf of 339 pro-opposition
lawyers.

Another contempt petition
against the PM filed by Barris-
ter Moudud Ahmed on behalf of
110 opposition lawmakers Is
pending with the HC for hearing
on its admissibility.

Besides, 568 pro-governiment
lawyers filed a petition with the
Court yesterday seeking rejec-
tion of all the three contempt
petitions. Admissiblility of the
petition submitted by Barrister
Amirul Islam was partly heard.

As the HC Bench resuined the
hearing yesterday alternoon,
Barrister Mainul Hosein
started his arguments, picking
up the points raised by Attorney
General (AG) Mahmudur Rah-

man and Barrister Amirul Is-
lam . He said, "We are not even
against the scandalising lan-
guage she (PM) had used In the
interview (with BBC) while
criticising the judges and the
lawyers. Our fear and anxiety
here in this court and outside
are not merely to defend the
dignity of the judges but more
importantly to delend the con-
stitutional position of the judi-
ciary as the protector of people's
fundamental rights.”

Mainul Hosein sald he did
not differ on the submission ol
the AG that the “language of
criticismn of the judges, even
when they are harsh and stink-
ing, may not constitute con-
temnpt of court.” But he pointed

See page 11 col 5

during a demonstration by the lawyers on Sunday protesting the killing of Advocate Habibur Rahman Mondal.
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Hasina’s letter to be | —

132 HSC examinees

Proposed Rupsha Bridge

delivered to Gen thaka to host
World Press -
Council confce

Bangl lwill host the bi-
ennial eonference of World As
socfation .of Press Council
(WAPC) in Sanuary next year.

Musharraf today

ISLAMABAD, Aug 23: A spe-
cial enpvoy of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina held talks with
Pakistani Foreign Minister
Abdul Sattar and sentor offi-
cials here today. &Al'..l:;nnatjc
sources said. reports .

Foreign Secretary CM Shali
Sami called on Sattar after
meeting his Pakistani counier-
part Inamul Haq, they said. The
details of the meetings were not
immediately known.

Sami, who arrived here
Tuesday on a four-day visit. is
due to call on miltary ruler
reneral Pervez Musharral on
Thursday to deliver a letter
rom Prime Minister Sheikh
* Hasiga.

Noshing has heen officially
said abouf his visit, but it fol-

Jows a receant sStatement b *

would try to reconvene a post-
poned summit of the Soulh
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC)

Star Magazine

THE IRSIDE SCOOP

How is Ice cream
made., who are the
producers and what is it
about ice cream that
makes even adults drool
with craving?

Read this week's cover
story 'The Inside Scoop’
in our Star Magazine to

Know all about ice
cream.
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“ Five hundred sixty-eight

pro-government lawyers yes-
terday filed a petition with the
High '
the three contempt petitions
filed

Court seeking rejection of

against the Prime
Minister recently

Barrister Amirul Islam filed

the petition with the court that

is hearing admissibility of the

three contempt petitions. .

The three contempt petitions

were " ftled © s¢paraiely by
Supreme Court Bar Association

President (SCBA) President
Barrister Mainul Hosein, 339
pro-opposition lawyers and the
Opposition MPs.

Yesterday's petition for re-

! ‘\--i-‘.—'.

By Staff Correspondent

jection of the contempt pefll-
tions was the second one. A
foriner president of SCBA,
Barrister Shaukat Ali Khan,
filed the first petition on
Monday.

Those who filed the petition
vesterday include Vice-presi-
dent of SCBA Faruque Ahmed,
former president of SCBA
Serajul Haque, Gaziul Haque,
Shudhangsku Shekhor Halder,

“Yusuf  Hussan - Humayas.

Awami League Law Secrelary
Sahara Khatun and Olffice
Secretary Abdul Mannan Khan.

Former SCBA President
Barrister Shafique Ahmed is
also among the 568 lawyers.

-y
- A ‘i.
- '.
B
.
. *
™
\ -
- .

-t

S

[

econ petition for quashing contempt cases filed
'All three cases are aimed at

realising political agenda

Ahmed was one of the signato -
ries to the August 3 statement
by 11 senjor lawyers in which
they sald the Prime Minister's
recent remarks on the judiciary
was tantamount to contempt of
court

Praying for rejection of
three contempt petitions,
Barrister Amirul Islam said,
“These petitions are nothing

but gbuse of the proCess ety
ot Yo —redlice

a  folitcal
agenda.

Filing of multiple contempt
petitions proves that
"vengeance, imalicious inten-
tions and ulterior motives” are

See page 11 col 5

out of the court.

As many as 568 lawyers filed a pétition with the High Court yesterday seeking rejection
of all the three contempt petitions against Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina for her recent
remarks on the judiciary. Photo shows the lawyers led by Barrister Amirul Islam coming

— Star photo
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Thegonlerence is expected to
be inaj fated by the prime
ministep™

This was communicated to
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
when a delegation of
Bangladesh "FPress Council
called on her at &anobhaban

.yesterday evening.

The delegation was led by

acting chairman of the Press
Council and Editor of the Daily
Sangbad Bazlur Rahman.
. Dther members of the delega-
tiGEere Pool: Mohammad /i
MP, " 1gbal
Chowdhury, Mozatfar Hossain
Paltu, Ozaer Farug, Mahbubul
Alam, Santosh Gupta, Shafiqur
Rahman, Mahfuz Anam, Kazi
Shahed Ahmed, Information
Secretary Akmal Hossain and
Press Council Secretary M A
Bashar Khan

The delegation told the
Prime Minister that the confer-
ence was scheduled to be held In
November 2001, but Bangladesh
will favour holding the confer-
ence in January.

The decision would be taken
at a WAPC regional meeting in
Cyprus. A six-member delega-
tion headed by Bazlur Rahman
will attend the regional confer-
ence to be held September 7 and
9 this year.

The Primme Minister assured

5 e I 1 ‘I - _q, e ! . -
the delegation of all possibl | disrupting normal life

logistic supports from the gov-
ernment for Imlt.llu% the WAPC
conference in Bangladesh.

HSC results won't
be published
today

The results of HSC examina-
tions held in April this year
would not be published today
reports UNB.

Talking to UNB, Dhaka Edu-
cation Board Chairman ATM
Sharilullah said, "We are vet to
fix the date for publishing the
results.”

According to rules, the re-
sults must be published within

See page 11 col 5
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38 cos likely to submit
pre-qualification
applications today

Star Report

Thirty-eight companies are
likely to submit today pre-qual-
ification applications for con-
struction of the proposed Rup-
sha bridge near Khulna to con-
nect Mongla Port by road

Sources concerned said 38
companies have purchased ten-
der documents from the Roads
and Highways Department
(RHD) for the Tk 650 crore pro-

| ject 1o be financed wainly by

Japan Badi kol indudiiad £

"'-.-'l[J'

eration (JBIC). The bridge would

be 1360 metres in length and 16
meters in width

As per the present schedule
JBIC and RHD would pre-select

bidders from among the appli- |

cants. Selected bidders would
have to submit their proposals
by the end of next month and
the authorities would select the
best bidder within 45 days

The best bidder will have to
complete the project within 40
months of the signing of final
.1&-_}“'{’””"”[

However, due to certain pre-

gualification criterion imposed

Dy IBIT, Hie REHTY Tegls “that
some experienced contractors
might not be able to participate
in the bid although they have
purchased bid dbcuments

See page ilcol B8

Hartal passes off
peacefully

The half-day countrywide
hartal called by the four-party
opposition alliance yesterday
to protest Killing of a city BNP
leader passed off peacefully
traffic
and economic activities lor
seven hours.

The BNP and its allies
Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-Islami
and Islami Oikya Jote called
the strike from 6 am to protest
Sunday's killing of city BNP
Joint Secretary Habibur Rah-
man Mondal

The alliance also called a
dawn-to-dusk countrywide har-
tal on Wednesday next to
protest government's enhance-
ment of prices of gas and
petroleum products

In the city, one person was
injured at Shantinagar as the
fell from an auto-tempo when
pickets chased it. Pickets also
damaged two auto-tempos al
Malibagh crossing and an auto-
rickshaw at Jatrabari

By Staff Correspondent

Some BNP activists while
[mrtnllng overturned
some rickshaws on Bijoynagar
Road and some motorbikes on
Nayapaltan Road

Some cocktails were ex-
ploded at Tipu Sultan Road in
Old Dhaka and at Tejgaon

The hartal kept shops and
business houses in the cit
closed, but the countryside re-
mained unruffled. Attendance
in offices was thin. Banks op-
erated behind closed collapsible

sireetls

gates, All educational institu-
tions in the countrv reminded
closed

Armed police and riot police
were deployed in strategic
points and at important gov-
ernment establishments in the
city. Police put up barbed wire
barricades on different roads to
proces-
was re-

pro-hartal
no clash

obstruct

sions, but

ported.
Yesterdav's hartal in the city

See page 11 col 7
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NEW DELHI, Aug 23: India
and Japan will start working
out the details of a new security
dialogue today during Japanese
Prime Minister Yoshiro Morl's
meetings with Indian leaders,
despite their differences over
nuclear nonproliferation and
economic sanctions, reporls
AP.

Terrorism, nuclear disar-
mament and defense coopera-
tion between the Indian and
Japanese navies in tackling

iracy will be part of the dia-
ogue, lorelgn ministry
spokesman Raminder Singh
Jassal said.

Details of a 45-minute meet-
ing between Morl and his In-
dian counterpart late

Ties acquire new dimension: Vajpayee
- We are now global partners: Mori

India, Japan to work out details of new security dialogue

tion technology center

Primme Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee and his Cabinet gave
Mori a ceremonial welcome to-
day at the presidential palace.
Morl walkm] along a red carpet,
inspecting a military guard ol
honor. The president’s guards,
wearing turbans and mounted
on horseback, held flags.

The Japanese leader visited
the Mohandas K Gandhi memo-
rial, where he laid flower petals
on the granite slab and bowed
in silence for a few moments,
before beginning a day of for-
mal meetings.

The security dialogue was
agreed upon in November when
External Affalrs Minister
Jaswant Singh marked an eas-

Shahid's name was dropped
from Sumon murder case

By Staff Correspondent

DCC Ward Commissioner
Saldur Rahman Shahid. who
joined ruling Awami League re-
cently, was an FIR-listed ac-
cused in Sentu murder case

But his name was dropped
from the chargesheet submitted
recently, sources at Sulrapur
thana said

Although Shahid is involved
in many criminal activities in
the area he manages to escape
charges, they claimed. Shahid
{s Commissioner of Ward No.
B83.

Some residents of Faridabad
area under Ward No 83 talking
to this correspondent salc
Shahid had always been pro-
tected by a section of police offi-
clals and some people In the
administration.

He maintains a paid group of

but fled away with a rifle. He
then got involved in thelt bank
dacoity, launch dacoity and
such other crimes.»

He was also an accomplice of |

Gal Kata Kamal and was ar-
rested along with him in late
seventies. He was later involved
in selling drugs in slums at
Khilgaon, they claimed.

In early eighties, he became
police informer .

He was selected as ward
commissioner during Ershad's
rule and soon became a power-
ful local leader of Jatiya Party

He was elected ward com-
missioner in the last Dhaka
City Corporation election.

Dengue: 62 more

Sramik
Parishad (SKOPFP) has called a
dawn-to-dusk
greater Chittagong tomorrow (o

PM asks Edn
Ministry not
to seek stay

of HC verdict

Primtne Minister
Hasina last night asked the Ed
' ucation Ministry not o morvs
the Supreme Court seeking sta
of the Hl'i_;fl Court erdict thal
declared valid the registration
of 132 HSC examinees of Molti-
jheel Model School and College

Nl=

reports |
An earlier r PO / |

visional leave petition was liled
in the Supreme Court vy
by advocate on record Shamsul
Hag Siddigl seeking stay cl op-
eration of the High Court ver-
it iy £7 i \
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The High 1 0
in Its judgement upon a writ
tition by iggrieved st '
clared valid the reg
132 girl students, who were al-
l‘-‘.,’s't"'i {0 Sit for the examinati
held in April this year unde:
provisional order ol the |
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sults
The students were debarrea
from sitting in the examination

on grounds of detective registra-

11on

Talks between
minister, teachers

adjourned till
11 am today

n the Edu
the repre-

A met mng DetWer
cation Minister and
sentatives of different noi-g
ernment teachers
was adjourmed till

ass 1Al 115

11 am toda

reports RSS
The meeting, held in
ference room of the Primary
and Mass Education Divis )
the Education Ministry. de led
to sit again today as both sides
agreed to continu the dialogu
Meanwhile the teachers will
continue their action pro

gramme announced earliel
Earlier. Education Minister A

S H K Sadique said that the

government was ready to pay

100 per cent salaries to the
teachers of non-govermment in-
stitutions provided they deposil

1l earnings of the institutions 1o
the government treasury

“The governmernit is
readv to solve their problems
through dialogue if they call oll
their on-going strike.” he said
while addressing a meeting ol
the representatives of different

alwavs

teachers organisations
The education minister said
that govermment would make
the teachers recruitment policy
and person having third class in
academic background would not
be allowed in teaching profes-
SO
He also laid emphasis on
raising the percentage ol pass
“l [li'l" t \.'III'IIIIIHII"I'!‘- ll’lt.'
salaries of the teachers would
See page 11 col 6

SKOP calls hartal
in Ctg today
From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Aug
Karmochari OiKkya

23:

hartal in the

L] L
(AR® hospitalised
By staff correspondent
Sixty-two more people with
dengue fever were admitted to

realise its 9.point demand.

The demands include re-
opening of 11 towel factories at
CEPZ. withdrawal of termina -
tion letters of 15 workers, with -

Prayer Timings
August 24 |

were not immediately available
but Indian Prime Minister Atal
Beharl Vajpayee sald,
“Bllateral relations have ac-
quired a new dimension and a

ing of relations between the two | people for extortion, land grab-
countries by making the first Ling and such other activities,
top-level visit to Tokyo since they claimed. He was involved
1998, Japan had halted all de- | in the murder of Sumon,
velopment loans to India after Michael and Habibur Rahman
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L Fale ‘**{‘%*’w-‘z’? - new depth.” after the discus- May 1998 nuclear test by Indla | Mondal, they alleged. different hospitals and private | drawal of detention orders of

L Zobir 12-458%  1-20 | - sions. and Pakistan, Sutrapur thana however | Iln!{“s In the city yesterday. some 30 workers of those Tacto-

‘ CAsr: 600 | 8 T _ " “Japan and India have be- During Morl's visit, no | said that in none of these cases . >SOUrces said Dhaka Medical | ries and salaries as per BEPZA
5 3 College Hospital admitted 24 | circular of 1993,

he was an FIR-listed accused. |
who Pco le with the fever while Mit-
0

rd Hospital admitted four.

change was expected in the two
counltries positions on nuclear
nonproliferation and sanc-
tions. Japan, which was India’'s

come global partners from to-
day.” Morl told reporters as he
emerged from the mm-,th;&.

Morl began his visit Monday

B (Maghrb 1 640 640 |
8 Esha L8165 ' 845 |
. Sowrce: Islamic Koundation

SKOP held a rally on the cen- ,
tral Shaheed Minar premuises i ‘
this alternoon in sup -

Some local people
knows Shahid from his child-
hood sald he had joined the

Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee (L)
welcomes Japanese Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori (R) at

- , . _ Dhaka Shishu Hospital re- | the cit
RS o the Presidential Palace in New Delhi yesterday. - AFP in Bangalore, India’s informa- See page 11 col 8 then EPR (East Pakistan Rifles) See page 11 col 4 i port of tomorrow's hartal.
This G g v
L™ F _".'h. - & ' * I;l

—

- 5 . \ -



