§

A . — AT

i ST o g,

-

_#—

. Sept 1 deadline to cut fuel prices

~ AL-backed road transport owners

#ot.xm 213 REGD.NO.DA781 @ Www.dailystamews.com o

DHAKA WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23, 2000

threaten indefinite strike

Star Report

The ruling party-backed
road transport oWners associa-
tion has threatened an indefi -
nite strike from September 1 il
fuel prices are not reduced.

'\fle will be left with no al-
ternative but to call a country -
wide strike if the government
does not take any Initiative to
reduce fuel prices belore
September 1. Khondaker
Enayet Ullah General Secretary
of Bangladesh Sarak

pParibahan Samity told The

Daily Star on Monday:.

The Samity's president,
Alhaj Magbul Hossain, a mem-
ber of parllament from ruling
Awami League, could not be
contacted for his comments de-
spite repeated attempts.

The Samity claims to have
more than 80,000 members.

The other major transport
OWners association .
Bangladesh Bus-Truck Owners

government's response’,

Assoclation — protested the fuel

price hike but is yet to decide on

any movement programime.

“We protested the fuel price
hike and urged the government
to reduce it. We are awaliting
its
eneral secretary Mohammad
fanif sald.

Leaders of the Association

will hold a meeting soon to de-
cide on a movement progranie
if there is

no immediate re-

sponse from the government, he
sald. Fares will be Increased If
fuel prices are not reduced.
Already about 60 per cent buses
in different routes have In-
creased fares by 26 to 30 per
cent, Hanif said,

He however said the issue
could be resolved through dis-
cussion with the government.

He claimed that their
Assoclation does not belong 1o

See page 11 col 8 /

By Staff Correspondent

The four-party opposition
alliance has called a country -
wide half-day hartal today to
protest killing of BNP leader
Habibur Rahman Mondal in the
city.

Advocate Mondal,. joint sec-
retary of city BNP, was gunned
down in the old part of city on
Sunday by unknown as-
sailants.

In support of the hartal from
6am to 1pm, the BNP and Jatiya
Party vesterday brought out
separate torch processions
while Jamaat-e-Islami and
Islami Oikya Jote demon-
strated in all city, district and
thana headquarters.

Smaller opposition allies
Jagpa, Progressive Nationalist
Party, Democratic League and
Nationalist Democratic

ocessions separately in the

> s:liance also brought out torch

I—
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apital city in the aftermoon.

BNP brought out torch pro-
cessions from seven places in
the city — Mohakhali. Mirpur,
Nava Paltan,. Farmgate, |
Newmarket. Hazaribagh and
Shyampur areas.

See page 11 col 7

Oil price hike
Transport strike
in 21 dists today
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Aug 22: The
South-Western Regional Road
Transport Coordination
Comunittee has called a dawn-
to-dusk transport strike in 21
districts tomorrow protesting
price hike of petroleum prod-
ucts and gas.

The committee at a press
conference at Barisal Press
Club todav urged the govern-
ment not to impose fresh taxes
on buses, minibuses, trucks and
tank lorries from next month.

They also urged the govern-
ment to withdraw the decision
of price hike of petroleum prod-
ucts and gas immediately.

renamed
By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Petrolenin Ex-
loration Company. known as
BAPEX, has been officially re-
named Bangladesh Petroleum
Exploration and Production
Company Ltd.

The popular abbreviation of
the company's name will re-
main BAPEX.

The activities of the company
will be expanded from explo-
ration to both exploration and
production.

The decisions were taken at
a general meeting of sharehold-
ers of the company on Mouday.
The meeting was chaired by

See page 12 col 3
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- Hunt for Mondal's clerk

Shahid's accomplice held:

Allegations, but
no case against
Shahid

By Staff Correspondent

Despite alleged involvement
in at least 13 murders, power-
ful' DCC Ward Commissioner
Saidur Rahman Shahid's name
once again escapes the police
list of suspects in another mur-
)y g e L At Bl T e i

Twice elected ward commis-

See page 12 col 1
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By Staff Correspondent

Police yesterday arrested
Bachhu, an accomplice of DCC
Ward Commissioner Saidur
Rahman Shahid, in connection
with the Kkilling of advocate
Habibur Rahman Mondal

Bachhu, arrested from a
house at Manikna%ar in the
city, confessed to police that he
was involved in planning the
killing, done by a professional
killer group, Sutrapur thana
police told The Dally Star.

Hunt for Mondal's muhuri
(clerk) Asad is on. Police yes-
terday searched several places
for him, they said. Asad was
driving the Vespa motorcycle
on which Mondal was going to
court on Sunday when the
killing took place.

But Mondal's mobile phone
set, missing since the Killing,
could not be recovered.

During a visit to Banagram
area vesterday. some local peo-
ple while talking to this corre-
spondent claimed that Ward
Commissioner Saidur Rahmar

Shahid. who is alleged to be
behind the kithing. is nding in
the <Ciwy

Shahid is DCC
Commissioner of Ward No 83

and a leader of ruling Awaml
League. It was reported earlier
that he was in London when the
incident took place.

Mondal's wife Nilufer
Yasmin Diba also said earlier
that Shahid might be behind
the Killing.

This correspondent also
talked with Diba yesterday at
their Banagram residence.
Asked about Asad, she said
"Asad talked to me over phoune
on Monday".

Asked about her conversa-
tion with Asad, she said, "He
sald he could not recognise the
killers .

She said, "My husband al-
ways used to say that people of
Saidur Rahman Shahid might
kill him. That is why we
changed our house about two
and a half months back

My husband was very popu -
lar in the area. which the com-
missioner did not like'

Asad's wife was also at the
house at that time. When asked,
she told the correspondent that
her husband was under treat-
mentat a clini¢ an the ciry andd

See page 11 col 7
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By Shehab Ahmed

Bureaucratic red-tapism is
delaying CAAB's eflorts to pro -
cure six guns to fully equip Iits
10-member bird shooters team
to keep Zla International
Alrport free of birds.

sources in CAAB (Civil
Aviation Authority of
Bangladesh) sald it recruited
five more bird shooters about
two months back after several
aircraft were hit by birds during
landing and take-off.

But its efforts for the last
three months to procure guns
for them through the state
owned Trading Corporation of
Bangladesh (TCB) have so far
been futile.

TCB officlals were not avail-
able yesterday for comment,

In the latest such Incident on
Monday, a Bangladesh Biman

‘\Airbus A310 was hit by a bird

during take-off. The aircraft re-
turned to ZIA 25 minutes after
take-off when smoke was de -
tected in one Its two engines. It
was on a flight to Kuala Lumpur
with 41 passengers

A Sri Lankan Airlines
Airbus which took-off imme-
diately after the Biman Airbus
saw the smoke and informed its
captain, who immediately
brought the aircraft back to the
air port, CAAB sources said.

The Airbus flew again after
necessary check-up and minor
repair of the engine, Biman
sources said.

But CAAB authorities denied
that the Airbus was hit bv a
bird.

A top official of CAAB said it
was yet to be ascertained
whether the Airbus was hit by a
bird. There could be some otlier
reason for the smoke, he said

Biman sources pointed oul
that birds of prey. specially

Pariah Kites, abound in the air -

port, surrounded by trees and
wetlands,

These pose a hazard due to
sloppy surveillance, they said.

CAAB official said lease ol
ponds inside the airport for
pisciculture has heen cancelled
to keep the birds away

They are also trying o pro -

| cure an electronic hird ceter -
fent system. But 1the problem

See page 11 col B
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Birds of prey like this flock of Pariah Kites are a common sig A
Airport. The wetlands around the airport provide food for the birds luring them to stay on
rearby. Four birds hit aiteraft in the past thres n snths durinz landing "
time narrowly escaping an accident that could have been latal .

with them.

P.n--idenlt Shahabuddin Ahmed hosted a reception for the members of the Hindu
Community at Bangabhaban yesterday on the occasion of Janmastami, the birthday of
Lord Krishna. Photo shows President welcoming the guests and exchanging pleasantaries

— PID photo

who was

Fear still haunts the grief
stricken family members and
close relatives of Dr Mosharraf
unned down by as-
sailants while taking his eight-
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year-old daughter to school in a
rickshaw from his residence at
Shyamoli in the city on 14
November last year.

Since then Mosharrafs famn-
ily -- mother, wife and three
minor children-- has virtually
remalned (n hiding. They have
repeatedly changed thelr resi-
dence and have so far refused
lo talk to the press or any
stranger. Any knock on their
door terrifies them as the bru-
tal killing is still fresh in their
memory. The biggest apprehen-
sion for the family members is
that the killers, still at large,
had recongnised the child who
witnessed her father being shot
in the head.

This correspondent had to go
from door to door In a city area
(location kept secret on request)
to find out their present res|-
dence.

“There is no justice here, |
lost my son and | do not want
o lose any one else of my family
in the same way, please go
away,” the victim's aggrieved
mother sald when this corre-
spondent asked (I police have
made any progress as regards

-1 the nabbing killers.

By Staff Correspondent

For Mosharraf, a 45-vear-
old physician, Tk 16,000 was
oo hard earned an amount (o
lh”l with. About four months
efore he was killed, he was re-

turning home In a local bus with
the money. Near Shyamoli, a

gang robbed the money and
tried to flee. But Mosharraf
caught one of them, Masud,

and took him to a pharmacy at
Adabar where he
worked In the evenings.

On the basis of Information

obtained from Masud, the doc-

tor went to the den of the gang
at Kalshi, behind the ceramic

¥

idoctor)

Unresolved murder .
Fear haunts Mosharraf's family
as killers are still at large

factory at Pallabi Section-12,
Imptnﬁg to get back his monev.
Fhen he had to go there many
more thmes with the same hope
as the gang members. realising
that the doctor knew too much
about their ciminal activities,
promised to return the money.

Only three days before the
killing, Mosharraf met a former
leader of the gang., Anis, who
told him that he would get back
his money as soon as the pre.
sent gang leader, Ibhrahim, re-
turned from Chittagong. That
was the last time Mosharraf,
Impulﬂr among his friends for
s honesty, saw any one of the
Egang. |

But Dr Mosharral know
hardly knew that he was deal-
ing with one of the most notori-
ous gangs in the country's road
transport sector. The gang con-
sisting of about 25 members
was involved In criminal activi-
Hes even across the bhorder and
had links with a section of po-
lice. BDR as well as Indian
BS). according ta a police olli-
clal wha tnittally tvestigated the
case,

On the fateful day., two of
the gang members were waiting
on the Ring Road near Mo-
hammadpur Krishi Market. At
aronnd 7 am, when Mosharrad

See pape 11 col 8B

Hearing on two

petitions to —

resume today

By Special Correspondent

Hearing on the admissibility
of two contempt petitions
against Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina resumes in the High
Court today.

A Division Bench of the HC
comprising Justice Mohamnad
Mozammel Huq and Justice
Mohammad Abdur Rashid
gan the hearing on Monday.

The contempt petitions were
filed separately by Barrister
Mainul Hosein, President of the
Supreme Court Bar Association
(SCBA), and Barrister Rafiqul
Huq on behalf of 339 pro-oppo-
sition lawyers for the PM's re-
cent remarks on the judiciary.

The Bench would also hear
today admissibility of a peti-
tion filed by former SCBA
president Barrister Shaukat Ali
Khan seeking rejection of the
petition by Mainul Hosein

It also takes up a contempt
petition on the same issue filed
by 110 opposition lawmakers
on Monday.

Female student of
Osmani Medical
College drowns

From Staff Correspondent
SYLHET, Aug 22:
student of the Sylhet MAG
Osmani Medical College
drowned in the waterfall at
Madhabkunda in the district of
Moulvibazar this afternoon.
The victim, Farhana AKkhtar

A female

Boni, a second vear student ol”

the college alnu-gwith some of

her classmates went to
Madhabkunda area
on a picnic.

The body was sent to the

Medical College for autopsy.

Boni is daughter of MA Rab
of Babar Road, Mohammadpur,
Dhaka.,

Dengue: 45 more
hospitalised

By Staff Correspondent

Forty-five more people with
dengue fever were admitted to
different hospitals and private
clinics In the city yesterday.

Of them, 13 were admitted to
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital, two to Mitford
Hospital, six to Dhaka Shishu
Hospital, four to BIRDEM,
seven to the Red Crescent Holy

Famlily Hospital and five to
Bangladesh Medical College
Hospltal,

Central Hospital at Green
Road and Samarita Hospital
admitted one and three patients
respectively while Al-Razi
Hospital reported four

I cases yesterday.

be -

new

 Petition for quashing

contempt case may -
be filed today

Star Report

About 560 lawyers are likely
to file a petition with the High
Court today for quashing a
contempt petition filed against
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

Sources concerned said ves
terday that pro-government
lawyers planned to submit the
petition for rejection of the con-
tempt petition filed against the
PM by 339 pro-opposition
lawyers on Sunday

Earlier on Monday, foriner
president of the Supreme Courl
Bar Association (SCBA)
Barrister Shaukat Ali Khan
filed a petition with the HC
seeking rejection of another
contempt petition against the
Prime Minister filed by incum-
bent President of the SCBA
Barrister Mainul Hosein

Contempt ol court IS a mat-
between the court and the
person concerned. It should not
oncern for others, particu -
larly who want to gain P litical
dividend from this,” said a se-

el

be a ¢

nior lawyer involved in the
]?I-H_:"-H

Awami League Law Secretar)
Atlvocate Shahara Khatun told

this correspondent yesterday,
"Whaiever we do on this 1ssue
we do as professional lawyers
We are not going to use any po-
litical platform in the current
debate over the contempt issue
She denied any political

move in this rvb;nu._i bv Awami !

Ainjibi Parishad, as reported in
a section of the press earlier

Barrister Amirul Islam, who

See page 11 col 8

Confession of Saeed, Bablu

Partymen instigated
murder of Boral -

From Staff Correspondent

Police ar -

KHULNA, Aug 22

rested another person {rom
*.'illngt'_' Ghona under
Chitalmari thana early this

morning for his involvement in
the killing of Advocate Kalidas
Baral.

The arrested was identified
as Saidur Rahman Bablu, 23. He
was arrested from his house ac -
cording to the confessional
statement of Saeed

Both Saeed and Bablu have
confessed their involvement Iin
the murder. They also disclosed
names of some others involved
in the killing. They told police
that Jubo League leader
Alamgir Siddiqui and AL ac -
tivist Chand Molla were the
masterminds. Alamgir Is the
president ol Chitalmari Thana
Jubo League

Police irmting Saeed
Bablu sald decision to
Advocate Boral was taken at
residence of Alamgir. Taka Six
lakh was fixed for payving six
killers of the squad, police sald.

Police refused to disclose the
names of four other killers.
Saeed and Bablu told police that
Baral was Killed at Alamgir s
order as he was a probabhle can -
didate for the coming npazilla
clection

BSS adds: Bagerhat District
Puja Udjapan i'euiﬁh.‘ui has
cancelled its all programme 1o

and

kill
the

L celebrate the birth annlversary

of Lord Sri Kkrishna protesting

the Killing ol Boral who was the
president of the parishad

A condolence meeting was
held today at local Hori Sava
Mandir with Principal ol
Sri Ram Krishna Mission
Swaimni Paramananda Dev

State Minster for Social
Welfare Dr Mozammel Hossain
State Minister for Relief and
Disaster Management Talukder
Abdul Khaleque, Mir SakKhawat

Ali Daru, MP. Deputy
Commissioner Mohammad
Nurul Islam and

Superintendent ol Police M A

Salam, among others, ad-
dressed the meeting

A procession was also
brought out after the rally

which paraded ditferent roads
al the town

Dengue: 5 lakh
hospitalised
around globe
every year

'\' B . ] e bl w —_ § i
By Staff Correspondent
About 500,000 people with
dengue lever are hospitalised
cach year around the world and
roughly tive per cent of them
See page 12 col 4
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death m city

jured in sej |
the city yesterday. hospital

Ssources said

Shahidullah y. SONn

1F!1] {"-.*.T- I
Sabujpagh thana '
attack by a gang
near power
Maniknagar at al

They hit Shal
an axe and fled the s
:HL:“THH;'..!J" | f bl |

“Shahidullah was rushe
1] Dhal Medical
Hospital (IDMCH] whei
tending doctor decl .
dead

The reason behind the
killing could not be Known
immediately

Pear Hossain, 25. son
Mohammad at Masiid
H-.i_*.-'f]:.IL'_IF I I D
juries in his head and
parts of the bodv vesterda:

FT’he incident occu
about 2:30 pin when two fet g
?—l-r-“-:I-." i \EE | 1 | - .
conirol of the ar

He was admitted | the
Dhaka Medical Collegn
Hospital

Rony. 22. a Iruit vender in

1]]"‘1'i1_‘~,'*~. New Market received
injuries when a gang
ants threw crackers
about 1 pm yesterday

he miscreants appeared in
front of him Kalkini Graveyard
Lane at Pallabi and demanded
toll from him. When he retused
to pay toll, the gang beat up him
and crackers threw hun

He was sent to the DMCOCH in a
critical condition

Rab’s family —
under pressure
to withdraw case

From Staff Correspondent
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KHULNA, Aug 22: Members
of S M A Rab's famlily are being
threatened to withdraw the
murder case or 1o lace severe

ti"ﬁ]‘ﬂ'll“i"lh ¢, sources H.HLI

hreats are being given over
telephone

Meanwhile., Rongulal has
identified Motaleb as one of the
three shooters who killed the
Awami League mayoral candi -
date. Witnesses Rashid and
Kader have also identified
Motaleb as one of the Killers

Members of the 13-member
‘-]H“l.ldl team are still interro-
gating the five outlaws in a bid
to linal out the clue of fax mes -
sage sernt to different newspaper
offices in the name of Purbo
Banglar Communist FParty
claiming responsibility of the
murder of Rab.



