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Mayhem in Aborigine
Village

WE find no word strong enough to deprecate the
atrocities committed by armed hooligans
upon the Santhals of village Vimpur at
Mohadevpur upazilla under Naogaon district. It is
all the more condemnable owing to a manifest
lack of action on the part of the police or the local
administrative authority to prevent it happening
despite their having prior knowledge of a situation
developing over a land expropriation bid by some
vested quarters. The latter were seeking to evict the
aborigines from a land. They had reportedly made
their home for the last 15-years, on the pretext that
it was a property abandoned by a Hindu landlord. a
vested property, so to speak. In their land- rabblng
eed the local influentials showed total disregar
or the sensibilities of an ethnic minority which
deserved to be treated with respect especially when
these related to their habitat touching upon their

fundamental right to live.
It appears that documents were forged by the ter-

rorist godfathers Sitesh Chandra and former UP
Chalrman Hatem to fake a claim on the land
which has been in continuous possession of the 19
santhal families. For the last two years the terror
leaders had used hired goondas to raid the aborig-
ine village with casualties inflicted on the tribals.
The latter went to the police and even filed cases
but to no avail, because the police neither charge-

sheeted the accused nor made any arrests.

But the barbarity that the aborigines were sub-
jected to last Saturday has surpassed previous
records: the armed hirelings surrounded the vil-
lage in broad daylight with their godfathers Sitesh
and Hatem ordering the aborigines to huddle under
the same roof which they did. Thereupon the house
was set ablaze and as Biswanath and Jagannath
wobbled out of the inferno they were put to flame
and critically injured. Then tribal leader Alfred
was caught while fleeing and chopped to death
amidst chants of 'victory'! Wounds were inflicted
on several men and women. After the police came
to know of the mayhem through a tribal errand
boy, they reached the spot four and a half hours
later, only to see wreckage. Despite the known no-
toriety of Sitesh and Hatem nothing was done to
neutralise them in time.

Ethnic minority has a high place in our Consti-
tution, philosophy and national ethos. What hap-
pened at Vimpur is a big shame to our civilised sen-
sibilities. This was in ironic contrast to the Decade
of Aborigines we are observing under the UN aus-
pices. We want the atrocious tendency towards mi-
nority oppression nipped in the bud.

Dengue Management

ATURDAY'S workshop on “National Guidelines
for Clinical Management of Dengue and
Dengue Haemorrhagic Fever in Bangladesh™ has
not yielded any concrete result. But certainly it has
paved the way for it. This is for the first time that
heads were put together to formulate a set of guide-
lines for combating dengue. Foreign and local ex-
perts-exchanged opinions on the-subject with a
view, to approaching the task o1l solid foundations:
|but it seems that the infectious diseases control
wing of the health directorate ran out of paticnce

and presented draft guidelines and circulated it.
thinking that they have done their job. But 40 local
experts, who attended the workshop, felt
otherwise, because in their view, the matter needed
greater deliberation to arrive at an agreed set of
guidelines to fight dengue. We are glad that the
experts’ view has been accepted and a three-month
time-bound plan has been adopted to complete the
task at hand. Since dengue has come to stay for
quite some time we can take a longer-term view of
preparations needed to banish it. But at the same
time, the rainy season is yet to be over and we have
a short-term perspective to attend to at the earliest.
Given the mixed situation, we are inclined to
take the view of Thai expert Dr Siripin who thinks
that the World Health Organisation guideline can
prove ‘effective’ in the management of dengue
fever. However, he thinks that each country needs
to have guidelines of its own, depending upon, we

the country concerned. We endorse Siripin’s advice
that concerted and synchronised efforts by physi-
cians, nurses and relatives of patients hold the key
to combating dengue scourge. Alongside, if gov-
ernment and municipal actions are forthcoming,
this bane can be kept at bay. If Thailand could re-
duce the mortality rate from dengue to one per cent
from what used to be 40 per cent in 1958 — then we
have reasons to feel confident.

A Single Authority for ZIA

STORIES of passenger harassment at the Zia In-
ternational Airport (ZIA) are nothing new.
Organised gangs of rogues and cheats bully and
browbeat innocent passengers and fleece them at
random in presence of law enforcers and get away
with impunity. The ordeals faced by traveilers at
the major international airport of Bangladesh has
become all too known to be recounted. In fact, there
exists complete lawlessness at ZIA.

- In the face of it all the recent arrest of 21 mug-

gers and thugs from the airport area on Saturday
has been praiseworthy and we expect similar ac-
tions from the authorities to weed out undesirable
elements from the airport premises. The airport
has been beset with huge problems, particularly in
the area of passenger safety and handling. It is an
irony that the place which should be spic and span
all the time reflecting the image of the country to
the newcomers has become a den of miscreants. It
Is also interesting to note that there has been no
police station at the airport. Hopefully, we will
have one very soon.

A multiplicity of agencies work at the ZIA, each
functionally independent of the other, with the re-
sult that none is accountable to any central au-
thority. In fact there {s hardly any coordination
among these agencies and all the ills at ZIA may be
traced to that factor. We suggest that the govern-
ment immedlately form an alrport management
authority for coordination and supervision of all
the agencies now working at the ZIA. A duly em-
powered single authority is needed to protect the
Interest of millions of passengers travelling
through ZIA. In the meantime the existing agencies

at ZIA should take all measures to flush out the
crooks and thugs ruthlessly. "

believe, the environment, demography, organisa- |
tional structure, logistics, community culture of

UGUST 11, 2000 ... a group
Alj'f ymm& men gunned down

>MA Rab, a potential
ruling party candidate for the
next mavoral elections, at
Sonadanga. Khulna. The
daylight murder was ascribed to
the veteran politician’s
supposed link with an outlawed
organisation.

July 16, 2000 ... unidentified
ﬁu nmen Killed Shamsur

ahman special correspondent
ol the dally Janakantha at his
Jall Road office in Jessore, Once
involved In left politics, the
well-known journalist earned
appreciation from the con-
scious quarters - and, as it
turned out, also the wrath of ul-
tra-leftist elements -~ for a se -
ries of reports on the actlvities
of the outlawed political organ -
Isations.

March 7, 1999 ... a couple of
powerful explosions during a
cultural function of the Udichl
Shilpl Goshti at the Jessore
Town Hall premises left ten
people Kkilled and more than
200 Injured. Born as the cul-
tural front of the Communist
Party of Bangladesh in 1968,
the organisation later drifted
from the party mooring and has
ever since stood for secular ide -
als and progressive culture with
a powerful message for the re-
actionary forces.

February 16, 1999 ... at a

ublic meeting at Kalidashpur
grimary School ground in
Daulatpur, some 50 kilometres
off the Kushtia town, a group of
armed terrorists indiscrimf -
nately sprayed bullets on the

odium of a public meeting,
eaving senior Jatiya

Where Outlaws Make the Law

by Mir Ashfaquzzaman

The anti-crime and anti-terrorism drives in the country’s south-western region have failed to make

any headway in the fight against the outlaws. It has indeed added pomp to the home minister’s
hackneyed rhetoric. That’s about all the utility these operations have so far had. If he harbours any
doubt about that in his mind, the brutal murders of Shamsur Rahman and SMA Rab in the

interval of less than a month should be

Samajtantrik Dal (JSD) leader
Kazi Aref killed. Five others
also died on the spot and 20
were injured. The 57-year-old
vallant freedom fighter was a
member of the reorganisation
committee of the JSD that came
into being after the merger of
two left leaning parties.

Aupgust 30, 1998 ... RM Saiful
Alam Mukul, editor of the Datly
Runner, was gunned down in
Jessore. It s ’i!)clicvt*(.l that he
was about to run a serles of re-
ports on the unholy nexus be-
tween notorions criminals and
people in local administration.

hese are only a few of more
than 200 murders that have
taken place in the counfry's
south-western reglion over the
last two and a half years.
Motives for the killings have
been multifarious - political
rivalry, inter- and intra-party
feuds, toll collection, ransom
seeking, control over market,
personal vendetta so on and so

forth. And the outlawed politi -

cal organisations have been
implicated in almost every
murder or assassination.

Over the years, there has
been proliferation of the so-
called ultra-leftist groups. One
entity underwent multiple fis-

sion and more extremist bodies
were born. Most of these groups
are now named after their lead-
ers, as in the case of criminal
and terrorist groups. Evidently,
what set out to be an Ideological
struggle in the early-1970s to
free the common people from
the exploitation of the elite has
taken a dramatic U-turn to ma-
terialistic manoeuvres.

The moneyed and the influ -
ential section of the soclety still
are their target, obviously not
for any Ideological reasons. As
in the past, the affluent people
are still kidnapped. Sometimes
they are allowed to go back
home In leu of ransom.
Sometimes their dead bodies
are returned. Sometimes they
simply disappear.

Last year, a Dhaka-based
chartered accountant went to
Meherpur for audit of a factory.
His host there gave him a pre-
clous plece of advice, Stay in-
doors after sunset. The two days
and two nights he stayed there,
not for a moment he forgot the
advice and was relieved when
he came back to the capital city
sale and sound.

In the countryside, the situ-
ation Is even worse. Even the
close confines of one's home

offer no protection. On March
| 1. four people of the same fam-
ily were slaughtered at their
own residence in Bagerhat's
Sharankhola area. They were
asleep.

News reports say that there
are approximately 3,000 armed
terrorists in the region. Their
armoury features the primitive
machete to the sophisticated
AK-47 and AK-56 and every -
thing In between - sten gumn,
sub-machine gun, SLR. nine-
shooter and powerful explo-
sives with high-tech detonating
devices. No wonder, the law en -
lorcers prefer to keep off the
harm’'s way.

The home ministry's much-
vaunted combing operations
was a good {dea indeed but, un-
fortunately and rather in-
evitably, lost way in media
hype and robust rhetoric. The
figures did look cheery but the
facts didn't. Some 1,600 armed
terrorists were rounded up by

Bangladesh Rifles. Armed
Battalion of Police and
Bangladesh Ansars. Also,

nearly 500 outlaws surrendered
with their armms. On the ground,
however. the reality changed
verv little

The arrested gang leaders re-

than

enough to dispel il.

riedly run the show from be-
ind the bars and those who
had surrendered at the call of
the home minister and later re -
leased on bail went back to
their old ‘profession’.

The combing operations ap-
pear to have worked as a stimu -
lant for the criminals and ter -
rorists. They have grown in
strength and courage, and their
network has expanded. The
killings in recent times do have
a discernible message stamped
in them. Don’t mess with the
outlaws. The warning, it seems,
Is meant for all - journalists
and political leaders inclusive.

No one dares speak out.
Death is the penalty for the one
who dares. Shamsur Rahman
and Saiful Alam dared and
died. Nor do the outlaws toler-
ate political nuisance - rule of
law, protection for citizens, etc.
Police, therefore, are no more
figurative presence.
Whatever be the degree of atroc -
llly. no complaints should be
filed with the police stations —
that seems to be the order.
Anyway, complaints lodged
almost invariably means invit -
Ing trouble, because if somehow
the terrorists find out the iden -
tity of the complainants, which
they often do, the retribution

could come In the shape of
death, mutilation and cruelles
possible means of torture one
could ever think of. Allegiance
therefore, is to the outlaws,

What could be the way out?
Surely. not the anti-terrorism
and anti-crime drives the
ernment has been so persis.
tently preaching and practis.
ing Why? Simply because these
haven't borne any change in the
overall scenarlo. True, arrest
and recovery of illegal arys
and ammunition have had fp.
stant impact. For the whole dy.

ration, or at least for a signifj.

cant part, of special operationg
crime does appear on the ebly
But as soon as it ends, it's busj.
ness as usual. Criminals and
terrorists resume thelr ey
deeds with renewed vigour.
Often, thelr activities intensify
as if to make up for the time lost
during the intensified law ey .
forcement activism.

The anti-crime and anti-ter.
rorism drives in the country's
south-western region haye
failed to make any headway ip
the fight against the outlaws. |t
has Indeed added pomp to the
home minister's hackneyed
rhetoric. That's about all he
utility these operations have sq
far had. If he harbours any
doubt about that in his mind,
the brutal murders of Shamsuy
Rahman aud SMA Rab in the

Interval of less than a month
should be enough to dispel it
Whether the home minister or

the government admits it O™
not, out there in the south-wesk
there is no law, except the ones

made by the outlaws.,

Anatomy of a Coup: A J oz;tmey of a Quarter Century

(Continued from yesterday)

URTHERMORE one of our
FAmt‘:rlcan diplomatic

sources who had ‘also
served in the US Embassy
bluntly disputed Cherry's
denfals. He told us that

Ambassador Boster suspected
that Cherry had not followed
his instructions. “We should
always be informed by the
Station Chief about his activi -
ties or contacts. But, I cannot
guarantee that Cherry was not
making contacts that were not
approved by the Ambassador.”
If this, is fact, had occurred
it would hardly have been a
novel incident in the annals of
American foreign policy.
Congressional investigators
studying US-backed coup ini-
tiatives in Chile in 1970 and
1973 unearthed explicit direc-
tives from Nixon and Kissinger
tot he Central Intelligence
Agency that the US
Ambassador, Edward Korry,
and other foreign service offi-
cials in the embassy should be
Kept in the dark about covert
operations then being put+nto
motion. Had bolster "been
played like another Korry?
This dualism has been the
centre of intense antagonism

world can be equated pro-

rata to the six hundred
(actually 673) who rode into the
valley of death at Balaclava
during the Crimean War, it is
the Pakistan Army. The five
British cavalry regiment's 4th
and 13th Light Dragoons, 17th
Lancers, 11th and 8th Hussars
that went into the cauldron in
the famous charge on 25
October 1854 to take the
Russian guns on the heights
could not hold a candle to the
blind obedience of the rank and
file of the Pakistan Army to
their Chief. This is one Army
that does not question orders,
all the more reason that
Ziauddin Butt's failure to regis-
ter his individual authority on
Oct 12 as COAS-designate for a
few hours stands out in stark
contrast to Pervez Mosharraf's
success in sustaining his on the
same day, and that also while
airborne mostly in interna-
tional airspace. All our coups
have not only been bloodless
but attempts by the lower hier-
archy have always failed, mis-
erahi’y. Four times since 1947
the Chiefs of the Army have
gone on to become the Chief Ex-
ecutives of the country without
being voted to power, albeit
with different nomenclatures,
the others have had some sort
of a say in the destinies of the
infrequent democratic govern-
ments at least to start with. In
the last decade Gen Aslam Beg
packed off Ms Benazir in*1990
at the behest of President Ghu-
lam Ishaq Khan, late Gen Asif

IF any fighting entity in the

The time has come for democratic representatives in Bangladesh to publicly challenge
American democracy to be open about its past actions. A mature and sophisticated
approach is required that recognizes that there are many Americans who

would approve and support an open accounting of this painful
chapter in US-Bangladesh relations.

—

between the State Department
and the US intelligence com-
munity for decades. Besides the
Chilean experience, there have
been instances in many coun -
tries where clandestine CIA op-
erations have been carried for-
ward, quite independent of the
knowledge of ambassadors or
reluctant political staffs, who
might have qualins or may be
unreliable from a security and
secrecy point of view. In such
instances, the US diplomatic
corps serves as a well dressed
“fig leaf” for covert operations.

In 1979 and 1980 | published
a series of articles in the
European, American and South
Asian press on the intrigue be-
hind ¢he army coup which top-

“pled'Shefkh Mujib. 1 also pub-

lished a book which examined
these questions in some detail.
Unfortunately., readers in

Bangladesh were denied access
to this material for many
yvears. Indeed. I was banned
from the country or more than
a decade and my writings were
censored from the press. The
sordid details surronnding the
coup against Mujib were taboo
subjects during the
and quasai-military regimes
which ruled Bangladesh
through the 1970's and 1980's,
A time has come to write a

new chapter in the relationship .

between Bangladesh the United
States. When Bill Clinton vis-
ited Dhaka last March. | wrote
in Prothom Alo that "the real
road to a better relationship be-
tween the two countries will be
best served by clearing up the
record of the past.” The primne
Minister of Bangladesh is
uniquely placed to raise this is-
sue. Twenty-five years ago. her
mother. her father, and many

military

members of her family were
killed, including her twelve
year old brother. Sheikh
Hasina and others have a right
to know that happened.

Last year in Guatemala,
President Clinton publicly
apologized for American in-
volvement in the 1953 over-
throw of the Arbenz govern-
ment and the subsequent terror
that a series of American
backed military regimes in-
flicted upon Guatemala's popu-
lation. It is conservatively es-
timated that more than
100,0000 people lost their lives
in the decades of military rule
that followed the coup.
Perhaps, the moment is not yet
ripe for an apology ta be offered
by the United  States to
Bangladesh. The time may yet
come. But, a definitive
accounting is due.

The Solarz Correspondence

iIs a clear and definitive
starting point. It's significance
is that the United States
government for the first time
admitted that there were
Embassy meetings in 1974 and
1975 with opponents of Mujib's
regime. Hitherto the only
mention in the public domain
of such meetings came from our
confidential Embassy sources.
We published their statements.
Yet, our sources also claimed
quite specifically that these
Embassy meetings took place
with representatives of
Khondaker Mustaque Ahmed,
Is the American government
prepared to reveal the nature of
these meeting which took place
sprioc to the capnp? Who were the,
“partticipants on the both sides?
What were the questions -
plored? Was a red. an amber. or
a green light given? was an im-
pression communicated thaf if

a coup d'etat took place it =~ was
‘not a problem” for the
Americans™? was a quiet "nod"
given at the appropriate mo-
ment? Were Ambassador
Boster's instructions ignored?
If so. by whom?

The time has come for demo -
cralic representatives in
Bangladesh to publicly chal-
lenge American democracy to
be open about its past actions. A
mature and sophisticated ap-
proach is required that recog-
nizes that there are many
Americans who would approve
and support an open accounting
of this painful chapter in US-
Bangladesh relations. These
include Members of Congress.
journalists, academic. and hu -
man rights organizations. A
quarter century has
time to open the book.

The writer is fresenﬂy working
as a Research Associale at the

Yale Centre for ‘International

and Area Studies, Yale
University. He was recently

named a Fulbright Scholar for
South Asid.

The Charge of the Light Brigade (?)

A
The Chief Executive has openly invited suggestions, this is quite a departure from the normal
military mind-set that thrives on Tennyson’s refrain in his famous poem about the 600 or so who
took part in the Charge of the Light Brigade, "though they knew someone had blundered, someone

3 had made a mistake, ours is not to reason why, ours is but to do and die".

L]

Nawaz set up Mian Nawaz
Sharif for eventual disiissal
in late 1992, Gen Waheed Kakar
sent both the PM and the Presi-
dent Mian Nawaz Sharif and
Ghulam Ishaq home in mid-
1993, Gen Jahangir Karamat
tacitly supported both Leghari's
sacking of Benazir for a second
time in 1996 and then Leghari's
self-destruction of his own
Presidency. Any murmur of
dissent from the rank and file?
That is why Jahangir Kara-
mat’s "resignation” in 1998 is
still felt by the Army as a major
let down. The next time Mian
Nawaz Sharif tried it, it was one
time too many and his luck ran
out, they were ready.

Before the Chief Executive
announced the Local Govern-
ment Plan 2000 on Pakistan's
03rd Independence Day. it was
extensively and openly debated
in the country. Surprisingly for
a dictatorial regime, ego did not
stand in the way of changes.
And more surprising, many of
the more pragmatic suggestions
were accepted. Barring a signif-
icant segment of PML(N),

politicians have outrightly re-
jected the Plan without even
considering on merit the most
comprehensive attempt at giv-
ing power to the people at the
grassroots level, Given that 40

Reassurance,

please!

Sir, The GoB’s recent deci-
sion to revive the Roopur
atomic electricity power plant
has caught many minds by sur -
prise, as it appears to be a step
going against the current trend
of discouraging the construc-
tion of new atomic power sta-
tions all over the world; and at
the same time phasing out old
plants,

The disposal of the non-de-
structive, recurring, radioactive
waste Is a global problem. What
are the chances of a leak--delib -
erate or accidental, as In
wartime? The management,
maintenance, manpower and
logistics problems are quite
(ricky In under-developed coun-
tries.

Is there any secrecy involved
in releasing relevant informa-
tion from the feasibility report,
which are of public interest?
Instead of keeping a low profile
on this issue, the government
may be advised to launch an

‘of population,

R il o e v B
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per cent of Pakistan's districts
are virtually tribal territory, g
better way for more effective
coordination would have been
to have either more Provinces
or conversely having Divi-
sional Governments. However
the city district government
concept gives hope that a re-
structuring of the Districts will
probably take place on the basis
especially in
Balochistan, Upper Sindh and
West Punjab, e.g. Balochistan's
six divisions can easily become
six districts for a workable dis-
trict government with homo-
geneity. The way the present
Divisions were (mostly) carved
out by bureaucracy is not a fea-
sible proposition for good gov-
ernance anywhere in Pakistan,

For some excellent features
in the plan the military regime
deserves kudos, viz amnong oth-
ers, (1) run-off elections, (2) vot-
Ing age reduced to 18 years, (3)
the senior-most bureaucrat in
the district set-up to be under

ehgal writes from Ka

o .. ....m
rachi
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the District Nazim, (4) reserved
seats for women, minorities,
workers and peasants, (5) run-
ning mate concept for.all major
posts i.e. Nazim and Naib
Nazim, (6) direct linkage be-
tween administration and rep-
resentation e.g. Naib Union
Nazims to represent in the
Tehsil Council, Union Nazims
at the District (Zila), (7) district
police chief under the Zila
Nazim, (8) Citizens' community
boards and (9) financial auton-
omy at Zila level, etc. etc. How-
ever the plan comes crashing
down inasfar as indirect elec-
tions for the principal posts at
the Tehsil and Zila level is con-
cerned and the question of sep-
arate electorates for minorities.
Any indirect election is open to
manipulation, moreover it be-
comes susceptible to the ru-
mour-machine spreading
widespread suspicion, however
incorrect, about a possible
electoral college down the road
for Prime Minister and Presi-

awareness campalgn through
the mass media and indoor pub-
lic discussions, to silence the
skeptics.

A Mawaz

Dhaka

Extravagance!

Slir, I would like to thank DS
for the editorial “Are the Jets
Necessary?” (14 August). It
shows deep concern for the
country and the questions you
have raised are true to the point
and the editorial was right on
time,

We are dismayed by the DS
report “President, Prime
Minister to have executive jets"
(13 August). We strongly protest
and resent this decision of the
government for buying execu -
tive jets and the government
should be wise enough to aban -
don the plan. In a poor country
like ours where people cannot
even meet theirtbasic needs, the
idea of buying ]Jets for our execu-
tives s not only an extravagant
idea but also an imprudent one,
which should by all mneans be

ik

discarded.

To justify the purchase of the
jets the government pointed out
that several countries including
neithuurlng India operates
exclusive executive jets for the
President, Prime Minister and
so on. But could we compare
ourselves with India, a country
which Is rising fast and which
has made a place in the world,
while we are sliding down
rapidly? So having jets for our
President and P does not
make any sense rather should -
n't we be striving to prosper our
country and refrain from
squandering huge amount of
money on unnecessary pro-
jects?

We hope the government will
spend peoples’ money only for
their interest, which will bene-
fit the people and not the ruling
party.

Nur Jahan
Chittagong

Regulation of

advertisements
Sir, The mass media are full

of advertisements offering
courses of studies, including
specialist computer studies, in-
cluding affillation with foreign
universities and academic in-
stitutions, luring prospective
students to enroll (at high rates
of fees) for eligibility for ob-
taining foreign degrees or
placements.

Such advertisements should
be screened by the government
agencies concerned so that the
students are not duped by some
spurious organisations (as in
the manpower recruitient sec-
tor). Most of the advertisements
do not display government ap -
proval reference. It {s not pos -
sible for the students to check
up the bona fide of the institu -
tions, nor is there any one-stop
centre for quick check-up.

The government may con-
sider needed publicity of the
regulatory aspects of such
transactions, in public interest.

AZ
Dhaka

| and

dent on the pattern of Ayub
Khan's Basic Democracy. Indi-
rect election undercuts the cred-
ibility of the grassrools democ-
racy that Pervez Mosharraf
keeps on promising us, it
smacks of the "sham” democ-
racy he is so much against.
Whatever the cost of the elec-
tions we have to bear it for the
sake of good governance in the
country, the cost being far
lesser in comparison to the
burden of corruption that indi-
rect election adds to the cost of
any form of governance. In get-
ting elected indirectly, other
than the fact that he or she may
not be suitable as a leader, the
candidate ends up with IOUs to
individuals and/or special in-
terest groups, a "debt” that they
eventually come around to col-
lect at the cost of the "great
silent majority”. To talk in the
same breath about the brilliant
concept of a "run-off election” at
the Union level with indirect
elections for primary posts is
incongruous. One does not agree
with a separate electorate for
the minorities, we must reserve
seats for them but outside of a
joint electorate they will re-
main alien to the mnational

mainstream.
Even though the plan envis-

ages non-party polls. those not
elected in the Local Bodies set-
up may not be eligible for any
further elections, be it Provin-
cial Assemblies, National As-
sembly, Senate, etc. Political
parties failing to take part in
the Local Bodies elections may
find themselves out in the cold,
almost permanently. The indi-
vidual must display his elec-
torate strength at the grassroots
level before having any further
aspirations. All executive posts
must be directly contested
within the Councils, Asscin-
blies. etc, posts such as Speak-
ers, etc may be the prerogative
of that particular unit to elect.
The President, the PM and the
Chief Ministers (CMs) must be
directly elected. On the basis of
linkages between executive au-
thority and representation in
the Councils, Assemblies, and
the running mate concept, the
government has formulated a
variation that the Naib Union
Nazim would represent the
Union on the Tehsll Council
and the Union Nazim could be
on the Zila Council. For the
Provincial Assemblies, the Na-
tional Assembly and the Senate
only the Members of the Tehsil
Zila Councils should be eli-
ible to contest. Or conversely
1ave the Nazim Tehsil as a

Member of the Provincial As-
sembly and the Zila Nazim as a
Member of the National As-
senibly. After all there should

be some linkage at the grass-
roots level for the potential
elected representatives at that
level.

The 105 districts of the coun-
try average about 100 Union
Councils each with about 25
Union Councils in every Tehsil.
There is a total of 7930 Union
Councils in Punjab, 1437 in
Sindh, 1212 in NWFP, 367 in
Balochistan, 26 in the Federal
Capital and 403 in FATA, a to-
tal of 10835, making for 10835
Nazims Union Council and
10835 Naib Nazims Union
Council. As many as 21670
councillors will
membership of Uniop Councils
and Tehsil Councils. The Nazim
and Naib Union Nazims will
form the electoral college for
the Zilas and Tehsils respec-
tively. At 21 seats per Union
Council there will be 227535
Union Council members.
Around 15000 Union Council
members will be women (@ 33%
reserved seats).

Fhe District Coordination
Officer (DCO) should not have
control over all the functionar-
les at the Zila level. Zila Coun-
cil members who have been
elected by the people should be
appointed by the Council to
head various executive posts.
Let the functionaries report o
them In their individual capac-
ities, providing the bureau-
cratic back-up functions as nec-
essary for good governance. Let
the District Coordination Offi-
cer act as the Advisor to the
Nazim and/or his Princl-
pal/Cabinet Secretary, ensur-
ing that the rules and regula-
tions are not being violated. es-
peciallv in budgetary matters
pertaining to allocations and
expenditures. Power has beeny
Fiven to the people with oue
1and and taken back through
the DCO with the other. This
must be rectified before imple-
mentation. The local goveru:
ment plan may not be perfect
but it is far better to have some
form of local governance fune-
tioning at the grassroots level
than not at all.

The Chief Executive has
openly invited suggestions. (his
is quite a departure from the
normal military mind-set that
thrives on Tenuyson's refrail
in his famous poem about the
600 or so who took part in the
Charge of the Light Brigade.
“though they knew sonieone
had blundered, someone had
made a mistake, ours is not o
reason why. ours is but to do
and die”. Less than 200 made }
back. Romantic perhaps. hrate
certainly and the very model Qf
discipline, but was it prag
matic? |
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