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RU Commerce
students

boycott classes

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY, Aug
19: A group of students of Com-
merce Faculty of the university
boycotted classes on Thursday
demanding the reinstatement of
six-month semester system in
examinations.

The authorities have decided to
introduce one-year course sys-
tem instead of semester system in
Commerce Faculty, which
includes Accounting, Finance
and , Management and
Marketing departments.

The decision to iIntroduce
course system was taken by the
academic council of the univer-
sity on August 1. The decision
now needs final approval from
syndicate.

However, the students of the
faculty are now divided over the
issue. Two groups of students
locked in a clash over the issue on
August 10, leaving 150 injured.

Construction of

IU Shahid Minar

begins next month

From A Correspondent

ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY,
Kushtia, Aug 19: Construction of
Shahid Minar, a monument to
commemorate the martyrs of
1952 Language Movement, 1s
expected to begin on the campus
next month, university authori-
ties said.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
laid the foundation stone of the
Shahid Minar on the campus on
December 5, 1999.

However, in 1991 another
foundation stone of Shahid Minar
was laid. But the monument was
not built.

The Shahid Minar will be a
modern and exceptional monu-
ment, the authorities said. The
monument will be called "Shahid
Smriti Soudha” (Martyrs' memo-
rial). It will represent the history
from 1952 to 1971 AD.

A committee has been formed
for the monument. The commit-
tee members include Vice chan-
celi. of IU Prof Kyesuddin, artist
Hasein Khan, Montasir Mamun,
architect Rabiul Hossain, [U
teacher Prof M Alauddin.

Child raped

From Our Correspondent

MOULVIBAZAR, Aug 19: A
four-year-old girl child was raped
at Sri al town recently.

According to police, a 23-year-
old youth from the same locality
took the child to secluded place
and raped her. Hearing the
scream of the child people rushed
to the spot and rescued the vic-
tm,

The,; victim was rushed - to
Srimangal, Upazila Health Com- |/
plex and later transferred to
Moulvibazar Sadar Hospital.

Police arrested the youth,
identified as Nasiruddin, son of
Tahir Miah, and sent him to jail.
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Kushtia flood situation improves

Four lakh marooned in Netrakona
From Our Correspondent

the erosion stricken people have also been cutting down their trees.

KUSHTIA, Aug 19: With the fall
of water level of both the Padma
and the Garai flood situation in
the district has improved.

The Padma has continued to
recede for the last one week. The
river on Friday marked 2 cm fall
at Hardinge Bridge point.

Steady fall of water level of the
River Padma has enabled the
farmers to reap badly damaged
standing crops.

However, erosion has taken
serious turn with recession of
water level. The erosion by the
Padma devoured some one thou-
sand dwelling houses in the last
15 days in Daulatpur upazila,
rendering about 8,000 people
homeless.

Erosion-hit people are moving

to safer places. Many are taking
shelters in public buildings and
on highlands.

The erosion-affected people
have been facing scarcity of
drinking water, sufficient food
and clothes.

Waterborne diseases like diar-
rhoea and dysentery have broken
out in the flood affected area.
Farmers are also facing fodder
scarcity.

No relief materials, however,
were reached in the flood-affected
area,

Meanwhile, prices of rice and
other essentials have gone up,
causing sufferings to common
people,

No official of district adminis-
tration visited the flood-affected

Erosion by the River Padma has taken a serious turn in Pachonkhola village under Tongibari upazila of

Munshigan) district. The village is likely to be devoured by the river completely soon. The erosion
affected villagers have been shifting to safer places along with their houses and furniture. Photo shows

---Star photo by A KM Mohsin

area,
Erosion by the Garal has taken
serious turn in Kumarkhali
upazila. The erosion is posing
threat to many handloom facto-
ries,

Our Netrakona correspon-
dent says : Flood situation in the
district on Friday deteriorated
with more areas inundating.
About four lakh people in five

upazilas were marooned.
Water levels in the
Someshwary, Kansha, Mogra and

Danu rivers were rising. Besides,
water from hills in neighbouring
India and heavy rainfalls during
the last four days have aggra-
vated the situation,

Birishiri, Kakayargarh,
Bakaljura, Chandigarh, Barmari

and Gaokandl unions In
Durgapur upazila and Karnal,

Rongchati, Nagirpur,
Pugla and Barkapon in
Kalmakanda upazila had gone
under water. Beside, some areas
of Khaliajuri, Purbadhola and
Sadar upazilas went under three
feet water.

Floodwater washed away
Aman crop on 20 thousand hect-
ares of land and at least 1,000
kutcha houses,

Road communication between
the district headquarters and
Durgapur, Kalm da, and
Sadar upazilas were disrupted. A
good portion of Netrakona-
Birishirl road at Shuknakuri was
badly damaged by floodwater.

BSS from S tpur says:
Two breaches developed at

and Bhasanchar in the

Pa embankment last week.
Water Development Board
(WDB), however, took a quick
remedial measure by dumping
concrete blocks and sandbags in
the breaches.

According to WDB, the river
was flo 29 cm above the
danger mark last week.

BSS from Rangpur adds: The
repair and reconstruction of the
embankment on the River Teesta
Is going on full swing.

Water Development Board
(WDB) s executing the
programme in three upazilas at a
cost of Taka 31 lakh and 980
tonnes of wheat granted under for
Food for Works Programme
(FWP). The embankment runs
through three upazilas under
greater Rangpur district.

Another report from
Satkhira says: Erosion by the
River Kholapatua has taken a
serious turn in Abichat village
under Assasuni upazila.

About 50 hectares of land with
homesteads had gone into the
riverbed. More than 100 people
were rendered homeless due to
the erosion of the River
Kholpatua.

The erosion affected people
shifted to safer places. The ero-
sion stricken people have been
passing their days in miseries.

A case was filed.

Magura clinics sans essential props

From Our Correspondent

MAGURA, Aug 1Y: In absence
of proper monitoring the stan-
dard of treatment in private clin-
ics here in the district headquar-
ters is decreasing day by day,
depriving patients of proper
healthcare.

Most of the clinics here lack
infrastructures like equipment,
adequate number of doctors and
space required by law. The town
has nine private clinics. Of these,
only five clinics are registered.

As per rule, two doctors, five
nurses and two sweepers should
be required for ten patients. But

only one or two junior doctors run
a clinic here. Most of the nurses
have no proper training from
nurses training institutes, it is
alleged.

There are many allegations of
gross negligence and wrong diag-
nosis by doctors in clinics.

"Inspection by the -officials
concerned is virtually absent,
encouraging the malpractice in
the private clinics," said a doctor
of Magura Sadar Hospital on
condition of anonymmity.

Almost all the clinics have no
well-equipped operation theatres

(OTs). These clinics usually use
household bulbs in the OTs
instead of OT lamps, patients
said.

Besides, some clinic owners
have posted 'agents' to lure
patients in the name of 'better
treatment.

I These' influential agents, who
enjoy fre€ access to Magura Sadar
Hospital premises, convince
patients and their attendants and
try to admit the 'victims' to private
clinics.

A section of doctors and staffs

at Sadar Hospital allegedly work
for clinics. Some patients, who
are refused admission in hospital
in planned way, are advised by
some doctors to get admitted to
certain clinics for "wet: r reat-
ment'.

UNB  from Rangpur adds:
Despite government's commit-

“ment to provide health services to

all, about 15 lakh people of
greater Rangpur and Dinajpur
districts are suffering from fatal
tuberculosis (TB), goiter, filarial
and leprosy diseases.

- have marked sharp rise in recent

Freshers'

reception
at RU

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY, Aug
19: Reception to first year ( hon-
ours) students of 1999-2000
session of the university was held

at Kazi Nazrul Islam auditorium
recently, :

Vice Chancellor Prof ur
Rahman Khan attended the
function as chief guest.

The vice chancellor urged the
fresh students to study atten-
tvely and attend classes regu-
larly.

The university will be free of
any sesslon jam within the next
year if the present congenial
academic atmosphere continues,
he added.

“We have been able to reduce
the jam to only one year from 4-5
years, thanks to co-operation of
students, teachers and officials”,
the VC said.

The reception was also
addressed, among others, by Pro
Vice Chancellor Prof Wazed All.

The reception was followed by a
cultural show,

VA Cate
classes begin

Class mau%uratmn ceremony of
Institute of Cost and M e-
ment Accountants of a-
desh, Chittagong branch for the
session of July-December 2000
was held in Chittagong last week,
says a press release,

Held at CMA Bhaban, the
function was attended by Prof SA
Siddiqui, principal of Agrabad
Mohila College, as chief guest and
Prof Sayesta Khan, principal of
Government Nasirabad Women's
College, as special guest.

A large number of students
and fellow, associate members
and members of the Institute
were present.

Institute members Salamat
Ullah, Md Shafiqul Islam,
Ibrahim Khalil and Rafiqul Alam,
among others, also spoke on the
occasion.

The chief guest advised the
students to attend classes regu-
larly and not to indulge in poli-
tics.

BSD rally 1n

Kushtia

From Our Correspondent

JKUSHTIA, Aug 19: adesh
Samajtantric Dal (BSD), Kushtia
unit brought out a procession
and held a rally in front of
Kushiia Municipal Market here
last «.cek protesting what the
party said the deterioration of law
and order situation in the district.

The party said crimes like
murder, terroriSsm and mu

days in the district.

It was presided over by
Abdullah Al Mamun Taju, co-
ordinator of Kushtia district unit
of the BSD.
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Four robbed

KISHOREGANJ, Aug 19: Muggers robbed four people,
woman, near Bhalrab Girls' High School on Wednesday,

UNB. '
Police sald a gang of snatchers Intercepted the rickshaw of Rozn,

on Barodia Road and looted her gold ornaments and Tk 5.000 after

stabbing her. Just after a while on the same road, the muggers way. | |

laid three traders and snatched away a gold chain, and|
cash money from them leaving one of the traders injured seriously |
The injured were admitted to local hospital. Meanwhile, polh; -
arrested six alleged snatchers and sent them to jail hajat. 59

Terrorists cut tendon of JCD leader| :

COMILLA, Aug 19: A terrorist gang cut the tendon of a JCD leader
of C'I;mllla Medical College on August 12, reports UNB.

e armed p came on the campus at 11 am by a microbys
and a motor cycle and entered into the room of Golam Kibria Liton,
General Secretary of CMC JCD, at the college hostel. They cut the
tendon of his right leg. Before fl the campus, the hoodlims
damaged some rooms of the hostel exploded a number of crack.
ers. Liton was admitted to CMC hospital. Local BNP, Jubo Dal and
JCD have strongly protested and condemned the attack.

Schoolboy killed in road mishap

JHALAKATI, Aug 19: A schoolboy was crushed under the wheels
of a microbus at Brishkati.area in the town on Thursday, reports

Police sald the Khulna-bound microbus hit Foysal, 8, a student of
class Il of Milon Mandir Government Primary School and son of
Manik Hawlader, killing him on he spot. Later, police seized the bus
from Baikutia ferry-ghat of Pirojpur district.

BAGERHAT, Aug 19: Zohra, a pretty woman with
ly kids. Once she wor-
ried little about their future, but now the unmar-
ried 25-year-old woman wonders how she will
balance motherhood with her hated profession :

long black hair, has two love

commercial sex

Although Zohra has a room to share with her
little daughters, she sleeps with more than one man
in another room in Banishanta whorehouse.

“I'm not at all worried about myself. But I want my
daughters not to follow my footsteps," Zohra said
sitting in front of a tin-shed house in the brothel on
the west bank of river Poshur in Dakop upazila.
aged about seven and five
respectively, go to alocal school runby an NGO.
to this correspondent, Zohra said pimps
had picked up her when she was alittle girl and now

Her two daughters,

Talking

A sex-worker mother's plea to her children

Don't follow my footsteps

she cannot recall where their house was.

While visiting the whorehouse, this correspon-
dent found that there are over 50 underage girls
who are coerced into prostitution.

In recent times, the incidence of abducting ado-
lescent girls and selling them to brothels
Banishanta has marked an alarming rise. Allega-
Uons are also there against police of helping the
pimps in this criminal business.

The country has got adequate laws against kid-
napping of women and violence against them. But
the laws are hardly practised.

However, the country’s Constitution allows a girl
above 18 to become a sex worker, but for that one
needs an affidavit from a notary public or a magis-
trate, a rule never followed in brothels.

The usual practice is that pimps produce teenage

like
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girls before the Magistrate courtand force them to
declare that they are above 18 and intend to engage

in commercial sex.

In Banishanta, affidavits are done with the help of
24 Sardarnis or snakeheads and their associates.

According to a pimp, who spoke on condition of
anonymity, they lure the girls of poverty
families with promises ofjobs and then sell them
to whorehouses. In Banishanta a young girl is sold

at Tk 20,000-25,000.

There are some other people who trap
marriage and then sell them to pimps who resold

them to whorehouses.

At present there are above 400 sex workers,
in the Banishanta
249 have official papers or
police official while this corre-

the red-ligh

including 50 underage girls,
brothel. "Of them, only

affidavits,” said a
spondent was visi
According to a stu

among the sex workers.
Witnesses said new

t area. T
dy, there are about one lakh
sex workers in the country and each of them has a
sad story of slipping into the hated profession.
Divorcees, women abandoned by their hus-
bands, kidnapped and floating women and girls are

girls are tortured inhumanly
to go to bed with clients. When this move fails, food

supply is stopped at one stag
girls are forced to take up the profession.

e and thus innocent

Most of the clients of this brothel are crewmen of

-stricken an adolescent

the foreign ships that anchor at Mongla Port and
they prefer teenage girls.

Recently, police raided the brothel and rescued
girl of Hijlapara in Mehendiganj
upazila of Barisal district. The police raid on the
whorehouse followed a press report.

The rescued 14-year-old girl had been lured out

girls into

of her house by one Nargis with a promise of a job
and then she sold her to a police constable, Moti.

who laterresold hertoa Sardarni.

the scene,

clemen.

Such isolated police raids on brothels are not
enough to rescue all ill-fated
culprits as most of them play games from behind

girls from the hands of

to this correspondent, a number of sex
workers of the whorehouse said each of them fetch
up Tk 7,500 per month, but al
to the pockets of Sardarnis, police and local mus-

arge chunk of it goes

The sex workers said they know little about sexu-

ally transmitted diseases (STDs) and AIDS, and a

sex with clients.

few of them take protective measures while having

-- UNB Feature

Memo No: 206

Tender Invitation Notice

No. 06/2000-2001

Tenders in Bangladesh Form No. 2911 under secaled envelope are invited from Public Works
Directorate’s enlisted special 1% class/E&M works 1% class/2™ class contractors having VAT registration
book for the undermentioned work, Tenders will be received in the tender box kept at Public Works E/M
Division-1/2/3, Dhaka and Public Works Eden Building Division, Dhaka during office hours up to 12:00
Noon of 28-08-2000 and will be opened on the same day at 12:15 PM in presence of the tenderers or their
authorised representatives (if any). Tender schedule, form and terms & conditions elc. can be purchased on
cash payment of usual price Tk 425/~ (four hundred twenty-five) only (non-refundable) from Public Works

E/M Division-1/2/3, Dhaka and Public Works Eden Building Division, Dhaka during office hours up to 27-
08-2000. 2% (two per cent) of the estimated cost as e h
through Bank Draft/PO/SDR/CD from any scheduled bank in Bangladesh Bank in favour of the Executive
Engineer, Public Works E/M Division-3. Dhaka. Contr

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer
Public Works E/M Division-3, Dhaka

drnest money must be submitied with each tender

actor himselt or his authorised representative can

Dated: 06/08,2000

>

Dengue fever has created panic among the people of Netrakona
So, Netrakona district administration and Netrakona Municipal-
ity jointly organised a procession in the district town recently in
order to create awareness about the horror of dengue fever
among the people. The procession was also aimed at motivating
the people about cleanliness and also about keeping away from
Aedes mosquitoes. The procession paraded the main thorough-
fares of the town. —Star photo

Allowance distributed

BANDARBAN, Aug 19: Social Welfare Department under its old
age allowance programme distributed Tk 2.25 lakh among 225
destitute women in five unions of Sadar upazila on Tuesday, reports
UNB

On the occasion, a programme was held at the Town with UNO
Aprup Chowdhury in the chair. Chairman of CHT Development
Board Bir Bahadur, MP attended the programme as chief guest.
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Forest resources dwindling

RANGAMATI, Aug 19: Forest resources are fast as
smuggling of valuable timbers from various forests has been on the
rise, reports UNB.

There have been reports that the smugglers in connivance with
dishonest forest officials and employees are siphoning out timbers
from Shishok in chhari, Farua and Barkal in Bilaichhari
upzilas. Usually, they take the timbers out of forest through
Naniarchar, Kaptal, Kaokhali and Ragosthali points as the law-
enforcers at different check posts hardly take action
bootleggers. They are also indiscriminately logging the bamboo of
the forests defying the government ban.

Rapist gets life term
HABIGANJ, Aug 19: A court here on Wednesday condemned a
man to life term in jail in a rape case, reports UNB.

against the !

The convict was identified as Rangu Mia of village Dakkhin
Gajnaipur in Nabiganj upazila. The case history in brief: Rangu had
picked up a six-year-old girl of the village, taken her to a nearby
hillock and raped her there on May 2, 1998. She was later recovered
by villagers and sent to Sadar Hospital in a critical condition. Police
submitted a e sheet against nine people after a case was filed
by her father Abdur Noor. After the records and wit-
nesses, the District and Sessions Judge found Rangu guilty of rape
and handed down the verdict. The judge, however, acquitted eight
others.

Seedlings distributed

RANGAMATI, Aug 19: ti Hill District Council (RHDC) has
distributed 12,150 s and of different fruit-
plants at a cost of Taka 2.5 lakh to the interested persons of 10
upazilas to make the tree plantation programme a success, reports
BSS.

A number of 4,500 s of coconut, 1,650 lichis, 1,500
improved variety of mango and 1,500 of champa, lemon
and amlaki were distributed to 1,500 persons from the district head-
quarters while the rest of the s and were distrib-
uted from upazila agriculture offices, official said.

Youth with fake notes held

BOGRA, Aug 19: A youth was arrested along with counterfeit
notes of Tk 6,000 from the town on Sunday, reports UNB.

The fake money included 10 notes of Tk 500 and five notes of Tk
100 denominations and one note of Rs 500 in Indian CurTency.
Detective Branch police on secret information arrested Zobaer
Hossain, 25, from the town's Satmatha and recovered the
counterfeit notes. Zobaer, son of Mofazzal Hossain, of village
in Kalai upazila of Joypurhat district is allegedly a member of swin-
dle group. The fake note panic is almost everywhere in the northern
region, as an organised gang has already cheated huge number of

people. Earlier, Sadar police hauled up a fake note producing
machine and recovered fake notes, but they allegedly did not take
legal action against the criminals due to mysterious reasons.
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Station, AC Plant Room-cum-
Multipurpose Building
constructed at the south side of
I%IIRIE)EM Hospital at Shahbagh,

1aKd

the estimated cost work-order

oo el e i
il S 11-\}-%* ’

icture was shot from a Tarash

upazila food godown in

This p

Bimal Kumar Kundu
Exccutive Engineer
Public Works E/M Division-3
Segunbagicha, Dhaka

Phone: 9555305

Chalan beel area in Sirajganj district. The food godown autheri-}
ties allegedly procured grains only from the farmers c!msen‘h? TR
the ruling party men. However, the procured foodgrains lying|
under the open sky due to acute space shortage in the warehouse. |
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