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40 missing as
river sweeps

BHOPAL. India, Aug 19: A
st 40 people were mls-ﬁ.mg i
the central Indian state of
M-dﬁﬁ"‘ Pradesh vesterday af-
ter a ooded river swept away
pus, police said, reports Reuters.

They said 10 people had been
_,ﬂcued after the bus carn ing

' ssengers was washed away
en the driver tried to take it

r a flooded bridge.

Earlier. Press Trust of India
(PTI) news agency said 50 people
were feared drowned in the bus
carrying 60 passengers

The accident took place
around 100 km (GO miles) fron
Shahdol town, which is about
370 ki east of the state capital,
Bhopal,

PT1 said Incessant rain was
hampering rescue eflorts,

Drowning accidents in re-
piote rural parts of India are
common during the monsoon
rainy season, when swollen
rivers disrupt transport and
cause llooding.

An Indian model displays an
ethnic outfit by Indian
designer Ritu Kumar during
a show as part of Indian
Fashion Week in New Delhi
on Friday. Leading Indian
and foreign designers are
participating in the fashion
event billed as one of the
biggest ever in India.

— AFP photo
Colombian army
suspends 41 troops
for killing 6
children

# BOGOTA. Aug 19 : Colombian

efence Minister Luis
Fermando Ramirez has admit-
ted that the shooting deaths of
six children. and the wounging
of four vthers' may have been
the gesull of “Human error” hy'
army personnel, reports AFP.

Ramirez made the statement
Friday after the Colombian
army announced it had sus-
pended 41 soldiers and officers
over the shootings at the village
of Pueblo Rico. northwest of Bo-
gota.

"1 want to reiterate that it 1s
not a case of human rights vio-
lationrs. but one of human er-
ror.” he said at a press confer-
ence Friday

Lockerbie trial
to resume
on Tuesday

BRUSSELS, Aug 19 : The
marathon trial of two Libyans
accused of the Lockerbie bomb-
ing resumes Tuesday in Camp
Zeist, the Netherlands after a
mid-summer break, with the
verdicts still months away and
no clear indication of how the
judges might rule. reports AFP

Since it opened May 3, the

conducted under

rial -- being
P #cmtlsh law -- has heard in ex-

cruciating detail how Pan Am
Flight 103 was blown out of the
night sky over the sleepy Scot-
tish market town of Lockerbie
on December 21, 1988.

All 259 people on the New
York-bound Boeing 747 flight
from London were killed, along
with another 11 people on the
ground. in the most notorious
mid-air bombing in civil avia-
tion history.

Abdel Basset Ali al-Megrahi,
48. and Al-Amin Khalifa
Fhimah, 44, have both pleaded
not guilty to charges of murder,
conspiracy to murder. and in-
tentionally destroying an air-
craft.

Blair’s son in
trouble again

LONDON. Aug 19 The
teenage son of British Prime
Minister Tony Blair was in
trouble again today after some
high-spirited antics in an Ital-
ian hotel in the small hours of
Lhr mﬂt:niug were splashed

Cross the . : '
s British press, reports

Just weeks after hitting the
headlines for being arrested
while drunk and in¢ apable in
central London, Euan Blair, 16.

*f:’as reprimanded by hotel staff
por horsing around at 5 a.m. in
a hotel on the Island of Ponza
off the coast of Naples.

Blair junior and two friends
were reportedly riding arournd
in the hotel 1ift and running
through corridors alter a nlglh
at a disco. They disturbed Fuests
and the hotel owner had to Cul
the power to the lift to get them
1o gudlr; bed. Nnewspapers re-
ported here, citin Ole
pprie g hotel offj-

‘He and the others were just
havlng.n ood tme, but people
couldnt s r:wr and someone fy-
tervened and that was that,” a
Spokesman for the Bellavista

hotel was _:juuted as saying by

The Daily Telegraph.
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ISLAMABAD, Aug 19 : Pak-
istan will roll out the red carpet
Sunday for Japanese Prime
Minister Yoshiro Morl, hoping
he will loosen economic sanc-
lions imposed after the coun-
(ry's 1998 nuclear tests, reports
AFP.

Mori will be the first
Japanese leader to visit Pak-
Istan since Toshiki Kaifu carhe
in 1990, and many here are ex-
cited over reports in the
Japanese media that he will
mark the occasion by easing the
sanctions,

But Japanese officials here
and in Tokyo have made it clear
that the resumption of nomn-
humanitarian aid will depend
on Pakistan's willingness to
sign the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT).

"Prime Minister Mori is to
again urge India and Pakistan
o sign the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty as soon as possijble,”
Kazuhiko Koshikawa. Mori's
deputy press secretary, told AFP
in Tokyo during the week.

“And Prime Minister Mori s
to call on the two leaders to
hold dialogue and make an el
lort to ease tensions which are
threatening peace and stability
in the whole of Asia."

Mori, who is also visiting
India, Nepal and Bangladesh.
will ask India and Pakistan to
cool down tensions along the
nnofficial border in divided
Kashmir and show their com-
mitment to peace by inking the
g3 i

But with shelling and sKir-
mishes in the divided Hi-
malayvan territory a daily oc-
currence, and with a sharp rise
in wmilitant attacks since the
breakdown of a ceasefire by a
guerrilla group this month,
Mori may be asking too much.

Military ruler General Per-
vez Musharraf, who toppled
prime minister Nawaz Sharil
in a coup in October, has sald he
intends to sign the nuclear test
ban pact only when he has
achieved "national consensus’
in its favour, which is unlikely

International
Pakistan pins high hope
on Mor1’s visit |

any time soon. Pakistan Is an
insecure country. Economically
vuluerable, dwarfed by a hostile
neighbour on one side and
volatile, war-torn Afghanistan
on the other, ts nuclear tests
are still seen here as a great
achievement.

And it firmmly belleves the
sanctions are unfair. India was
the lirst to test {ts bombs during
the 1998 tensions and Pakistan
has made a commitment not to
resume testing unless Indla
does so first.

“We feel they are unfair be-
cause we only responded (to In-
dia's tests) and that was very
necessary to establish a deter-
rence and restore a strategic
balance in the region," forelgn
office spokesman Riaz Mo-
'Ilillllnlil(f Khan told AFP Fri-
day.

"We stated in 1998 that if the
sanctions are removed it will
enable us to adhere to the
treaty. It will be easier to ex-
plain to our people.”

™
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But the same pressures of
public opinion apply In Japan,
and Japanese Ambassador
Sadaakl Numata sald it was a
'political reality” that Tokyo
could not ease the sanctions
until the CTBT was signed.

Numata said he did not ke
the phrase "quid pro quo” but
unless Pakistan signed the
CTBT it would be "very difficult
to persuade our public opinion
that we can start (normal eco-
nomic relations) as if nothing
had happened.”

Numata dismissed Japanese
press reports that Morl would
partially lift the sanctions by
providing loans to bulild irriga-
tion facilities in Pakistan,

In 1997, Japan provided
491.8 million dollars in aid to
India and 92.2 million dollars
lo Pakistan, making 1t their
largest donor.

Pakistan's economy, weak al
the best of times, 1s struggling
even more than usual with
crippling debt and chronic rey-
enue shortfalls,

N .

US President Bill Clinton (L), First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton (C) and their daughter
L.-hel_ﬂr.-a nttpml_thp F‘runkh_n, Essex, Clinton County Democratic Picnic where both the
president and first lady delivered an address on Friday in Saranac Lake, New York. The

Clintons are spending a few days of vacation in Saranac Lake.

— AFP photo

Release of hostages

JOLO, Aug 19 : Plans for the
release of 28 hostages held in a
southern Philippines jungle
collapsed today, with Libyan
negotiator Rajab Azzarouq say-
ing Abu Sayyaf guerrillas had
demanded the terms be renego-
tiated, a pool reporter with the
negotiators said, reports AFP.
Asked if talks would resume
Sunday. an upset looking Az-
zarouq -- a leading negotiator
in the four-month long crisis --
shook his head and said: "I'll re-
turn when they are ready.

"The terms have to be rene-
gotiated,” he said.

Abu Savyaf leader Ghalib
"Commander Robot" Andang

was insisting he free his cap-

tives in batches and did not ac-
cept the instruction from
Philippine President Joseph
Estrada that all 28 hostages
walk out together, chief gov-
ernment negotiator Roberto
Aventajado said.

The Muslim extremists are
holding two Finns, two Ger-
mans, five French nationals,
two South Africans, a Franco-
Lebanese woman and 16 Fil-
ipinos.

Nine of the Western hostages
and one Filipino remain Irom
the original group of 21 tourists
and workers seized from the
Malaysian resort island of
Sipidan on April 23 and taken
across the sea border to Jolo.

Abu Sayyaf demands
terms be renegotiated

Azzarouq had led a team of
emissaries to the guerrilla
camp Saturday for what was
expected to be a formality meet-
ing to hand over the hostages.

Libyva has been a key player
in latest negotiations for the
hostage release. with Mohamed
Ismail among the emissaries
who accompanied Azzarouq to
Saturday's meeting.

[smail, an official of a Mus-
lim aid foundation run by a son
of Libyan leader Moamer Kad-
hafi. is said to have 25 million
dollars to offer as "regional de-
velopment money” in exchange
for the hostages. Officially no
ransom has been paid.

- GUWAHATI, India, Aug 19 :
Heavy overnighit monspon
tqius _'in the_ flogt-rgvaged
hortHeastefn Mdian state of
Assam have submerged fresh
areas. amid fears of an epi-
demic outbreak, officials said
today. reports AFP.

“The Brahmaputra and its
tributaries have been showing a
rising trend since midnight,
with 77.4 millimetres ol rain
experienced during the past
twelve hours,” a statement from
the flood control room said
early Saturday.

The regional meteorological
centre in its moring bulletin
predicted "one or two spells of
rain or thundershowers” in the
next 24 hours

"People were just beginning
to come to terms after floods
left a trail of destruction,
Naraian Kalita, a government
engineer, told AFP f{rom Nal-
bari. 150 kin west of Guwahati.

He added the river was again
‘in a furious mood” threatening
to overflow its embankments.

"Fresh areas have come un-
der water in Assam following
lleave rains' with the situation
turning critical once again.”
Moidul Islam Bora, a govern-
ment minister, told AFP

"Reports of breaches in em-
bankments have come in from
several places,” he said.

"Floods have submerged a to-
tal area of 450,000 hectares (1.1
million acres) with at least half
being land under paddy cultiva-
tion. Farmers had to bear the
maximum brunt of nature's
fury,” an Assam Agricultural
department official said.

Water-borne diseases have
Killed at least 20 people, fu-
elling fears of epidemics.

"So far at least 12,000 people
were treated by teams of doctor
in Nalbari district,” B. R.
Samal. the chief civil official in
the flood-hit district said.

In Guwahati, the state capi-
normal life was paralysed
heavy overnight rains

tal,
as

flooded the streets and several
low-lying quarters near the

Residents clean ashes on a street of Miyakejima Island,
south of Tokyo yesterday. A volcano on the Miyakejima
[sland erupted a new on Friday, sending a mountain of
smoke eight km high and forcing over 1,000 residents to

find safety.

— AFP photo

Elephant kills Nepali woman:

A wild €lephant has trampled a 60-yéar-old woman to death in
southeast Morang district, police said Saturday, AFP reports

from Kathmandun,

The woman, whoimn police ldentified a Narmaya Rai, and
three other women from nearby Patharl village, were foraging
i the jungle for firewood and dried leaves when they were at-
tacked by a wild elephant on Friday, police said. The other
women managed to escape, but the elephant lifted Ral up with
its trunk, slamming her to the ground before trampling her to

death, police said.

Fresh rains submerge new
areas in flood-hit Assam

Bralimaputra river.
"We are marooned with at
least four feet (1.2 metres) of wa-

. ter inside our house. We are sit-

ting on top of a dining table,"
Sunaina Chaliha, a housewife
in Guwahati told AFP bv tele-
phone. '

Altogether 230 people have
been killed in the last month by
floods in India and neighbour-
ing Bhutan and Bangladesh

The flood waters had receded
in recent days, although meteo-
rologists warned of further
heavy rains to come.

A seven-member team from
the International Federation of
the Red Cross is currently tour-
ing parts of Assam to assess the
damage.

“The situation is indeed mis-
erable with people living in sur-
roundings which are devoid of
any sanitation and clean
drinking water facilities”, a vis-
iting Red Cross member said on
the telephone from Dhubri in
western Assam.

Votes for US
polls on sale
on Internet

NEW YORK, Aug 19 : Some
individuals have put their votes
for the November US presiden-
tial election up for sale on the
Internet, a spokesman for an
Internet auction site said Fri-
day, reports AFP.

Kevin Pursglove, a
spokesman for eBay said sev-
eral cases had surfaced in the
last few days.

"It happened with about four
or five isolated cases over the
past days. When we notice them,
we stop them immediately,”
Pursglove said.

He did not state whether the
offers were serious or a joke.

"Most started at one buck
(cdollar) or two," he said, adding:
"It's against the federal law to
sell or buy a vote.”

eBay has already had to
withdraw a number of illegal
Internet auction objects from
its listings, including an offer
from someone for his seat as a
witness to an execution.

Yahoo's auction site has also
seen similar offers.

According to Yahoo
spokeswoman Nancy Galling-
house, the company was alerted
by the Justice Department
Thursday that a voter was try-
ing to sell a vote on the site

‘US churches -

" battle in’court’ ”
to use Mother
Teresa's name

ATLANTA, Aug 19 Two
churches -- one big, one small --
wound up in court here in a le-
gal battle over the right to use
Mother Teresa's name, reports
AFP.

The ugly fight broke out be-
tween Mother Teresa's Mis-
sionaries of Charity, which was
founded by Mother Terésa her-
self and has congregations all
over the world, and the tiny
Mother Teresa Parish in the
town of Woodstock, Georgia

The Archdiocese of Atlanta
filed a lawsuit in July for the
Missionaries of Charity, claim-
ing the small Woodstock church
used Mother Teresa's name to
raise money and build a congre-
gation,

—

Situation on sunken sub

‘more than critical’

British rescuers last hope for trapped Kursk sailors

MOSCOW, Aug 19 : The situ-
ation onboard the stricken
submarine Kursk is “more than
critical,” a Russian navy
spokesman said today, warning
that a British rescue mission
racing to the scene will en-
counlter the same problems as
Kussian teams already at the
scene, reports AFP ;

Damage to an escape hatch
on the submarine was prevent-
ing underwater rescue vessels
from latching onto it to get out
survivors among the 118 crew,
the top navy spokesman Igor
Dygalo told NTV television

The situation is "more than
critical because for the several
past few days our rescue vessels
have not been able to dock (with
the submarine).” he said.

"It is not because we have out
of date technology. We are using
underwater rescue craft that are
more modern than the British
mini-submarine. The situation
is more than critical because
there have been no results.”

Apart from sweeping under-
water currents at have buf-
feted rescue cralt, the damage
sustained by the escape hatch
whenthe doomed submarine
crashed nto the seabed aweek
ol wWase prouing an linsun:

mountable obstacle, he said

‘Many times underwater
rescue tried to latch onto (the
escape hatch) but they can't seal
it properly.” said Dygalo.

In an earlier interview late
Friday, the spokesman
stressed: "We should not look
upon the arrival of the British
rescuers as a panacea, as they
will encounter the same prob-
lems.”

Rescuers came closer to e -
lering the Kursk on Friday than
l1l any previous attempts.

They succeeded, for the first

time, in latching onto an escape

hatch on the submarine before
losing grip because the hatch
was rl(unugml

It was not ainmmediately clear
whether the [eal
linked up 1o Cscape
il-l“ ]I .‘.ll.i.i 1] IS }..ijw..'l-“ LO 1”'
damaged or the rear one,
which had been presuined to be
in working order

Meanwhile, trapped for a
week in the dark and cold, the
hopes of any survivors among
the 118 crew of the ill-fated
Kursk submarine rested Satur-
day on a British rescue mission
that could be at the scene by af-
ternoon .

Overnight attempts by Rus-

Kussian
e drond

sian naval rescue teams to dock
a mini-submersible with the
stricken submarine at the bot-
tom of the Arctic Barents Sea
failed, despite improved
weather conditions. navv offi-
clals said :
President Vliadimir Putin
rushed back to Moscow amid
mountung anger over the failure
to end the week-long Russian

submarine crisis that has
gripped the nation
But he warned that the

chances were slim for a success-
ful rescue of the 118 crew mem-
bers who have been trapped
aboard with dwindling oxygen
supplies since August 12 when
the Kursk plunged to the bottom
of the sea

All four Russian underwater
rescue vessels took turns diving
down to the crippled submarine
during the entire night. but
failed to latch onto the Kursk
ITAR-TASS cited the Northern
Fleet headquarters as saying

Despite more clenment condi-

tions, with a moderate swell
and north-easterly wind and
good surface visibility, sweep-
ing nnderwater currents buf-
leted 1the rescue,cralt. the ORT

public, teleyvisica channel. re
ported

Strike in Nepal protesting
Indian occupation

KATHAANDLUL. Aug 19 : Nine
left-wing groups called for a na-
tion-wide general strike on
september 18 to protest against
Indian occupation of Nepalese
territory and the construction
of a dam, party sources said to-
day, reports AFP.

The groups demand the
withdrawal of Indian troops in
northwest Nepal and the dis-
mantling of the Laxmanpur
dam, built by India in Uttar
Pradesh in 1998 on the Rapti
river which has submerged nine
Nepalese villages and left
10.000 people homeless, they
sald in a joint statement.

India has stationed troops in
Nepal's Kalapani areas, 415 km
northwest of here since the
1962 Indo-China border war,

The communists met on Fri-
day tor discussions chaired by
United Peoples' Front (UPF)

leader Amik Shrechan, a {mmt
party statement said Saturdayv

The groups include the UPF,
the Nepal Communist Party-
Marxist and Leninist (NCP-ML).
Nepal Workers' and Peasants'
Party, the NCP (United) and
others.

They say Prime Minister
Girlja Prasad Koirala's recent
visit to India failed to resolve
the dam and Kalapani issues
and plan to organise a month-
long programme of protests.

The left-wing factions held a
one-day general strike on Au-
gust 3 in the three cities of the
Kathmandu valley to demand
the demolition of the Laxman-
pur 340 kilometre (212 miles)
southwest of Kathmandu.

The group also plan to stage
anti-India and anti-Koirala
demonstrations on September
4.

| ‘Barak either unwilling or

unable to make peace’s

DOHA, Aug 19 : Syrian For-
eign Minister Faruq al-Shara
sald Friday that Israell Prime
Minister Ehud Barak was either
unwilling or unable to make
peace with Damascus, reports
AFP.

The Israell-Syrian negotia-
tions in the United States at the
end of 1999 and the beginning
ol 2000 and the US-Syrian
sumnit in March In Geneva
“‘confirmed that Barak isn't se-
rious, or that he Isn't in a posi-
tlon to make peace.” Shara told
the Qatari satellite television
station Al-Jazira.

The maln disagreement is
over the extent of an Israell
yullback from the Golan
It'lf,ln--, which Israel captured
in the 1967 Arab-Israeli war,

Shara refterated Damascus's
main demand for the resump:-

fion ol peace talks with Israel
which were suspended in Jan-
uary. "We want Isruel to recog-
nise it should withdraw to the
June 4, 1967 line ”

However, Israel says it
rrv[:-rh to pull back to the 1923
worder rather than the ceasefire
line in place June 4, 1967,

Shara also charged that “the
US administration is aligned
with Israel” and that Barak
tried to obtain Syrian conces-
stons "through the US adminis-
tration.” He was referring (o the
summit of US President Bill
Clinton and the late Syrian
president Hafez al-Assad n
Geneva,

"Since the Geneva sumimit,
we obtained confirmation that

the (US) alignment with Israel
was total."
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ENLISTMENT NOTICE

SUB: ENLISTMENT OF

Biman Bangladesh Airlines inviting sealed applications on applicant’s letterhead pad
local & foreign advertising firms/agencies for enlistment with Biman (for 3

LOCAL & FOREIGN ADVERTISING FIRMS/AGENCIES

rom

ihe

vears at a tume) ol

collection of advertisement to be printed in Biman's stationeries like International & Domestic
Tickets and Ticket Folders (Back cover). Boarding Passes. Time Tables, Baggage Declaration
forms etc as per following terms & conditions:

TERMS & CONDITIONS
For Local Advertising Firms/Agencies:
Applicants must have their own oftices with Telephone, Fax. E-mail etc. Attested photocopies
of ownership documents of telephones. office space or rental agreements. (1f 1l

space) must be submitted along with application

D. Certificate from the competent tax authority stating that current Income Tax Return

o Ta
15 \] LLI‘I!I.\..L]

Attested photocopies of following documents must be attached with applications

.IL]\

Proprietorship/partnership deed’memorandum of association/certificate of incorporation

e. Bank solvency certificate issued not more than one month before from the last date of

f.  Documents of related work experience of last 5 years.

A.
(1.
02
a. Valid trade licence of current fiscal year.
been submitted quoting TIN number.
c. Valid VAT registration certificate.
d
submission of the application.
03.

An entry fee of TK 2.000.00 (two thousand) only (non-refundable) in the shape of PO/ DD

favourine *Bangladesh Biman Corporation’ issued from any scheduled bank shall have
to be submitted along with the application.

B. FOR FOREIGN ADVERTISING FIRMS/AGENCIES:

Ol.

Foreign advertisement firms/agencies may

apph

directly

by paying an entry fee

US $100.00 (US $ one hundred) oaly (non-refundable) through Demand Draft. to be i1ssued

from a schedu

ed bank, favouring *Bangladesh Biman Corporation’ or shall pay equiva-

lent amount in cash at any foreign station/office of Biman and original yellow carbon copy
of cash receipt need to be submitted along with the application:

02,

Foreign advertisement firms/agencies may apply through their Banglades

11 agents. In that

case, Bangladeshi agents shall fulfil all the terms and conditions mentioned against local
advertisement firms‘agencies in clause-A 01 to 03 and also following extra documents
need to be submitted with their applications.

(a)
(L{_WIL":.' l
(b)

Attested photocopies of valid agency certificate/indenting registration certificate from

An authority letter from their foreign principal for such dealing with Biman, mention-

ing the rate of local agents commission, to be paid in local currency to the local agents
by deducting the amount from the total commission bill of their principal.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

L

l. After receipt of applications, a committee will visit the establishment of valid applicants. On
satisfactory inspection report a firm will be considered for enlistment.

i T'his enlistment will be valid for a 3 years term which may be extended on mutual agree-
ment.

> Successful local applicant(s) will have to deposit a security money for TK 1.00.000.00 ( Taka

one lac) only in ‘Bangladesh Biman Corporation® within 15 days from receipt ot offer

letter,

4. Successful foreign applicant(s) also shall deposit a security money for US $2.000.00 (US §
two thousand) only in *Bangladesh Biman Corporation’ within 15 days {rom receipt of of-

fer letter.

O Applications must reach the undersigned on or before 25" September, 2000.

0. Biman Bangladesh Airlines reserves the right to accept or reject any or all applications with-
out assigning any reason whatsoever,

o For any query or information related to the above enlistment notice, the undersigned may be

contacted during office hours on telephone No 00-88-02-9116703 or 9119992

GD-783

Mohammed Al

Manager Printing & Publications
Biman Press Building, Farmgate, Dhaka-<12135.




