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| eneral Japan
' IBanﬁadesll havg cun:l“stl

- Atently maintained frjep

relations, which are centc:ﬂg
on economic and technical co.
operation since Japan ac.

knowledged the independ
| ﬁmmh In 1972, well ahead
e other Western countries.

Japan remains to be the largest
donor country to Bangladesh.
ere are no political disputes
between the two countries.
There are various exchanges of
visits by eminent persons. Eco-
nomic relations are getting en-
hanced. The volume of trade
and investment is Increasing.

Diplomatic Relations
the People's
aangltfdes

arch 1972 Japan opens an
embassy in Dhakl::a v
July 1972 Bangladesh opens an
embassy in Tokyo

Treaties and

Agreements

1973 Exchange of Notes be-
tween the Government of
Japan and the Govern-
ment of the People's Re-
public of Bangladesh con-
cerning the despatch of
Japan rseas Coopera-

tion Volunteers
1978 Agreement for the Ex-
change of International
Money Orders between
Japan and the People's

Republic of Bangladesh

1980 Agreement etween
Japan and the People's
Republic of Bangladesh

for Air Services
1982 Cultural Agreement be-
tween the Government of
Japan and the People's

Republic of Bangladesh

epublic of

)apan-Bangladesh Relations

1991 Convention between
Japaun and the People's
Republic of Bangladesh
for the Avoildance of Dou-
ble Taxation and the Pre-
vention of Fiscal Evasion

with respect to Taxes on
Income

Agreement between
Japan and the People's
Republic of Bangladesh
concerning the Promo-

tion and Protection of In-
vestiment

Visit by Eminent
Persons

1997

" Visit to Bangladesh

1972 Members of Japanese
Parlamentarians led by
Mr Havakawa ¢
Their Imperial Highness
the Crown Prince Akihito
and Princess Mic hiko

1975

1976 Foreign Minister Ha-
toyama

1977 Special Envoy Mr
Hayakawa '

1980 Special Envoy Mr
Hayakawa

Mr Aich, Parliamentary
Vice Minister for Foreign
Affairs

Mr Ishikawa, Parlia-
mentary Vice Minister
for Forelgn Affairs
Special Envoy Mr Akita
Foreign Minister Kura-
narl

Former Prime Minijster
Fukuda

Prime Minister Kaifu

Mr Mitsuzuka, President

1983

1987
1989

1990
1994

of the Japan Bangladesh
Parllamentarians' League
Mr Yanagisawa, Par-
llamentary Vice Minister
for Forelgn Affairs

Mr akurail, Vice
President of the Japan
Bangladesh Parliamen-
tarians' League
Mr Sakural, Vice Presi-
dent of the Japan
Bangladesh Parliamen-
tarfans’ League
Mr Matsunaga, adviser to
the Foreign Minister
Mr Sakural, Vice Presi-
dent of the Japan
Bangladesh Parliamen-
tarians' League
Prime Minister Yoshiro

Morl
Visit to Japan

1995

1996

1998

2000

1973 Prime Minister Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman

1978 President Ziaur Rahman

1980 President Ziaur Rahman

1985 President H M Ershad

1989 President HM Ershad

1990 President H M Ershad

1994 g;'ime Minister Khaleda

a

1995 Forelgn Minister A S M
Mustafizur Rahman

1996 Forelgn Secretary Farooq
Sobhan

1997 Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina
Finance Minister SAM S
Kibria

1998 Foreign Minister Abdus

Samad Azad
Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad

2000

Japanese Investment to Bangladesh
(Total up to April 2000)

Outside of EPZ: Approx. $800million, 4th next to USA,
Malaysia. and UK

Inside of EPZ:

pprox. $59 million (13 companies), 2nd

next to South Korea.

Basic Policies

(1) Bangladesh's Position in
Japan's ODA; Japan Is provid-
ing assistance to Bm:gradesh.
taking into account the follow-
Ing factors,

(1) Bangladesh maintains
traditionally friendly relations
with Japan,

(2) Bangladesh has the
largest population (about 120
million) of the Least among
Less Developed Countries
(LLDCs) and has a large demand
for ald.

(3) Bﬂn%lndesh is often hit by
floods, cyclones and other nat-
ural disasters.

(4) Bangladesh has been
moving ahead with structural
adjustments, Including democ-
ratization and economic liber-
alization since 1991. The main
aim of the administration of
Sheikh Hasina, inaugurated in
June 1996, is to give tor priority
to economic development
through the eradication of
poverty and greater emphiasis
on private sector activity.

Bangladesh (s the sixth
largest recipient of Japanese bi-
lateral aid (based on cumulative
net disbursements up to 1998).
Japan was the largest provider
of bilateral aid to Bangladesh
in 1997,

(2) Priority Areas for Japan's
ODA: Based on studies and re-
search (‘uncernlnﬁ development
conditions an tasks In
Bangladesh and Its develop-
ment plans, as well as policy
dlillUF’llES between Japan and
Bangladesh, Including the High
Level Mission on Economic and
Technical Cooperation sent to
Bangladesh in April 1990 and
subsequent policy dialogues,
Japan has given priority to as-
sistance in the following areas.

(1) Agricultural and rural

SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT _

Japan's ODA in Bangladesh

development and Improvement
? agricultural productivity:

ogether with providing auf'l-
tance for Infrastructure devel-
opment in rural areas, the dis-
semination of agricultural
technology and improvement of
food self-sufficlency, there Is a
need to tmprove employment
and income ﬂfurea in rural ar-
cas (especlally for farmers
without land). Moreover, sup-
port should be provided for the
improvement of living stan-
dards of the poor in rural areas
through such methods as mi-
cro-credit programs.

2) Improvement of the soclal
sector (human resources deuvel-
opment and basic human
needs): From the perspective of
benefiting the poor, the imple-

mentation of Improvements in

public hyglene and medical ser-
vices through the health of
children, mother-child health
and the securing of safe drink-
ing water are needed. Support
should also be provide for pri-
mary education (particularly
the education of females) based
on the aims outlined In the DAC
Development Partnership
Strategy. Such assistance
shounld be promoted with the

participation of other donor
countries. NGOs and relatecd or-

ganlzations and the active use
of grant assistance for grass-
roots projects.

3) Improvement of the base

for promoting Investment and

exports: Expansion of exports is
indispensable to economic de-
velopment. In addition to giv-
ing }inanclal assistance to up-
grade basic Infrastructure,
there is a need to examine coop-
eration in the areas of bullding
and promoting the investment
environment and improving
the abilities of implementing

O other country in the

world revels in the juxta-

position of tradition and
modernity, nature and artifice,
as does Japan. High rise state-
of-the-art concrete buildings sit
imposingly aside traditional
time-honoured temples and
shrines made of age-old wood.
Ultra modern freeways pass
over little picturesque streets
and tranquil alleys. In the
background, majestic moun-
tains and peaks soar over these
colourful contrasts.

The diversity in the climate,
cool temperate climes in the
north, and subtropical temper-
atures in the south, together
with four clear-cut distinct sea-
sons not only endows Japan
with a wealth of scenic beauty,
but also has a stark influence
on the culture and arts of the

le on the main islands of
!J;:Ikmdn. Honshu, Shikoku
and Kyushu.

Spring is the season for
cherry blossom viewing: fami-
lies, friends and co-workers all
over the country picnic at one of

‘the many national parks or

recreational areas. Summer,
hot and humid, is a time to es-
cape to the cool mountain re-
treats and the beaches. Autumn
is welcomed for short hiking
trips to view the colourful and
refreshing autumn leaves.
Lastly, winter is a time for en-

- joying outdoor sports such as

skiing or skating and, of course,
warm hearty dinners around
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the cozy traditional central
heated kotatsu table.

Japan's diverse topography
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and Reflections

Mount Fiji

also bestows upon the country
unforgettable sights: the coastal
villages and towns around the

WE HEARTILY WELCOME
HIS EXCELLENCY PRIME MINISTER
OF JAPAN YOSHIRO MORI
AND HIS ENTOURAGE
TO BANGLADESH.

/& Japan Airlines

GSA, Travel Ways Ltd

99, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue
Karwan Bazar, Dhaka-1215, Bangladesh

Pacific Ocean, the Sea of Japan
and the Sea of Okhotsk are
beautifully dotted with bays
and inlets, creating breathtak-
ing panoramas and gracious
views, not to mention the culi-
nary delights of its seafood
dishes. On the other hand, the
cities in the heart of country are
richly rewarded with the majes-
tic mountains and volcanoes,
many still active, forming lav-
ish hotsprings, pristine clear
lakes and rivers, deep valleys
and exotic gorges. These topo-
graphical variations have also
played a rich role in shaping
the lifestyles of its people who
have ingenuously used the
characteristics of its natural
surroundings and resources to
create many different types of
handicrafts, traditions, cus-
toms and sensational cuisine.

A Richly-textured
Society

Relishing the blend of tradi-
tion and modernity, old and
new, it is not at all inusual on a
walk down any street to catch a
glance of a little old lady
dressed in a kimono. a teenager
in the very latest fashion or in
punk-style attire walking side
by side. For leisure, one can en-
joy a varlety of performing arts
or take part in traditional past-
times such as flower arranging
and tea ceremony. Others may
wish to watch a soccer or base-
ball match or kick back and
party at a beerhall or izakaya
pub, while others will enjoy
themselves singing at a
karaoke bar.

Dining, a national activity
enjoyed by all Japanese, in-
cludes traditional dishes such
as tempura, sushi, soba or yud-
ofu, as well as cuisine fromn ev-
ery single country in the world.
Fast food chains are now the
norm, as are many world-
renowned high class restau-
rants that have established
branches all over the world.
Due to its aesthetic beauty and
healthy Ingredients In its food,
Japan has also become a major
exporter of {ts own rich dishes,
attested by the boom of
Japanese restaurants in many
cities around the world.

Accommodation of all types
and categories thrive in every
city. Deluxe, first class hotels,
with as many as 2,000 rooms,
luxurious lobbies, restaurants,

a )

bars, boutiques and special
business services and facilities

can be found in all major cities.
For the budget oriented. busi-

ness hotels, pensions, youth
hostels and the unusual capsule
hotels offer reasonable options.
For the intrepid traveller, a
stay at a traditional Japanese
inn (ryokan) is the ideal oppor-
tunity to taste a bit of old
Japan.

Transportation facilities in
Japau, it has to be adinitted, are
one of the best and most effi-
cient in the world. High speed
'bullet trains’, intricate sub-
ways, environment friendly
buses, ferries and airplanes
provide easy, comfortable and
speedy access to every part of
the mnation. Fortunately,
tourists have at their disposal.
the chance to purchase a Japan
Rail Pass which makes a trip
around Japan a very economnii-

cal affair. -

While maintaining its ties to
the past, at the same time Japan
constantly moves forward to
embrace and create the modern
age. Any visitor to Japan will
inevitably feel the power and
vitality of this richly-textured
society.

Traditions — Old
and New

A Perspective: Thousands of
vears of virtual isolation from
the outside world fostered a cul-
ture that is unique yet intrigu-
ing. Its gradual niove into the
international community was
at first bumpy and reluctant,
however, the supreme ability of
cooperation, assimilation and
harmony, characteristics of the
Japanese that are praised
throughout the world, allowed
the synthesis to occur grace-
fully and peacefully. The end of
World War 11 left Japan and its
economy in sheer ruins.

However, its determination,
perseverance and diligence al-
lowed it to rise up in record
time, a feat often labeled as the
Japanese economic miracle'.
This miracle branched out into
virtually every sector of the
Japanese economy, rendering it
one of world's leading
economies. Presently, Japan's
modernity plays out in the nu-
merous theme parks, dance
halls, and electronic wizardry
created for and followed by the
new culture' of the younger gen-
eration.

Maintaining Tradition:
With this modern and con-
stantly changing framework,
Japan manages to retain its
strong tles to tradition. The
sheer number and variety of
traditional festivals (matsuri)
throughout the country baffles
even the Japanese themselves.
One common element among
them, however, is the joyous
energy in the air, be it at a small
local matsurl In a mountain
village in Kyushu or a big lavish
one such as the Glon Matsuri
Festival in Kyoto or the Nebuta
Matsuri Festival in Aomori.
Massive colourful floats ac-
companies by hypnotic music
by drum and flute, rhythmic
chanting and swaying lanterns
are but the norm, then comes
the imagination and creativity
of each community adding their
own spice to an already flam-
boyant and gung-ho parade,

When not supplicating to the
gods In the form of matsuri, the
Japanese enjoy other more
serene activities such as Noh,
Kyogen, Bunraku puppet drams
and Kabukl, or applying their
skill as arts and crafts. Tradi-
tlonal spectator sports, such as
sumo wrestling, kendo, karate
and aikido, are also popular ac-
tivities that have a profound
meaning in the hearts and psy-
che of the people.

agencies In the intangible as-
pects of assistance.

4) Disaster prevention and
management: For Bangladesh,
which Is hit by floods, cyclones
and other disasters nearly ev-
€ry year, it is especlally {mpor-
tant to reduce personal and
ecconomic damages, secure safe
land and improve land condi-
tions, which provide the base
for economic development, The
country has Implemented a
Flood Action Plan (FAP) with
international assistance, The
Bangladeshl government will
also establish a National Water
Management Plan (NWMP), for
which Japan will consider pro-
viding cooperation. There s
also a need for assistance to es-
tablish multipurpose cyclone
centres in public schools and
develop flood-warning systemns.

As related tasks cutting
across these four priority areas
Japan will also strengthn its
efforts to address environmen-
tal issues, human resources de-
velopment and institutional
building.

(3) Matters
Consideration
P Bangladesh must step
up Iits self-help efforts, in-
cluding efforts to improve its
capacity to absorb ald by
strengthening ald {mple-
mentation system.
P There |is

for

room for

The Current Economic

Situation in

Bangladesh and Tasks

to be Addressed

|
!
|

i
!

(1) Major Economic
Indicators
1997 per | Real GDP growth
capita rate
GNP and
GNP
growth
rates
[ 1990-
1997
average) L i e s 1 ]
8360.3.3% 1992: 4.2%.
(World 1993: 4.5% '
Bank 1994: 4.2%,
figures) 1995: 4.4%
1996: 5.4%.
1997: 59‘3‘5
| (IMF figures)
2) Current Situation:

Agriculture is the major
industry in

which s very
to weather
tuations, and it is not self-
sufficient
country depends on foreign
ald for more than 50% of

Bangladesh.
susceptible
and fluc-

The

in food,

its annual development
lan budget (ADP). The
asina administration Iis
moving ahead with eco-
nomic reforms while it is
working to restore the

3)

attract forelgn Investment
and control inflation. For
iwo months from July
1998, Bangladesh was
devastated by what was
said to be the worst flood
damage of the century
famounting to 10% of the
country's GDP), and it is
believed that the country’s
1968-99 GDP growth rate
will be only in the 3-4%
range. Following this. the
mid term fasks of the
Bangladesh government
will be to restore Infras-
(ructure and increase food
production.

Tasks to be Addressed
Ellminating the hudget
deficit and freeing the

country from its dependence
on foreign aid

Boosting agricultural
productivity to raise the food
self-sufficiency rate and
diversify agricultural
production.

Implementing measures to
further alleviate poverty and
control the country's hi
population growth (which
averaged 1.75% annually in
1 906/97)
FPromoting
vestment

private In-

Promoting privatization of .

state-owned
lrade
linancial

enterprises,
liberalization.
reforims.

greater utilization of Japanese country’'s production Maximizing admministrative
grant ald for debt relief and capacity, which was slowed cificiency and simplifying
collateral funds. by a general strike, to procedures
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Limo

World Class Electronics Company

228/B, Tajgaon, Dhaka-1208
Tel : 882 4047 (3 Lines), 607683

DHAKA: KENWOOD Centre, Kawran Bazar 9121690 «
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520072 o Narayangonj : 9713814 » Bogra: 44
: Old Bus Stand Road o Sylhet : East Zindabaza
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Hire Purchase Facilltz are Available

Fax 7 (880-2) 882 3130
E-mail: limotac@citechco.net

DHAKA: Lalbagh, 8622949 e Laxmibazar 01%-150003 o
697204 @ Untara 8921047 @ Lion Shopping Complex. Tagacn o &
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Heartiest “Welcome to the 3(1 panese
Prime Minister Xoshim Mori
to (Bangladesh

TOKA INK BANGLADESH LIMITED

(A BANGLADESH-JAPAN JT. VENTURE INDUSTRY)

MANUFACTURER OF HIGH QUALITY OFFSET AND GRAVURE PRINTING INKS

2 DIT AVENUE (EXTN.) MOTIJHEEL COMM. AREA, DHAKA-1000, BANGLADESH
956-8888, 955-4143, TLX

TEL

642456 HUQS BJ, FAX

(8802) 956-8887
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