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"people to people” contact,

MESSAGE

This is my [first opportunity to yisit Bangladesh and
South Asla, and 1 have been looking Jforward with
anticipation to this occasion, I am familiar with the fact
that Bangladesh, like Japan, is called "the golden
country” with its abundant greenery and varied flora and
fauna. I also appreciate that Bangladesh, as a country in
which democracy has been rooted over the last decade,
Jor stability in South Asla. I am looking
Jorward to having talks with H. E. Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed and H. E. Sheikh Hasina as well as meeting many

Your country has for a long time contributed to world
peace as well as peace within South Asia. While Japan
has been participating in United Nations peace keeping
operations, Bangladesh's activities in this fi
highly appreciated internationally. In Mazamt:{ique.
both countries worked together for peace. I would like to
value your continuous commitment to the realization of
a better international society
proud that nearly thirty years ago Japan
prior
countries, after your country gained independence.
Japan and Bangladesh have enjoyed excellent relations
since then. We will have the thirtieth anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations in the year 2002, a
year and half from now. Looking toward this significant
occasion, it is important for both countries to enhance

eld are

to other developed

which will further enrich

relations beltween our two countries,

I am also familiar with the fact that the people of
Bangladesh love poetry and songs. I am aware that
traditional music, songs and poetry are passed down
from generation to generation. The Japanese are also
‘known as a people who love poetry and songs. Your
Jamous poet Tagore visited Japan several times in the

past. My own hometown, Ishikawa Prefecture, (n
particular, is proud of its traditional culture of rhymes
and verses and has long cherished this heritage. The
relationship between Japan and Bangladesh will grow
stronger, deeper and become more comprehensive in the
new millennium. It will include cultural and economic
aspects as well as economic cooperation. I sincerely hope
that and hope that my visit to Bangladesh will provide a
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Profile of Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori
A Life Full of Encounters with Remarkable People

Ishikawa Prefecture, on July 14, 1937. His father,
Shigeki, was In the Truk Islads (now Chuuk) in the
Pacific Ocean when World War Il ended and returned to
Japan In January 1946. His mother, Kaoru, had died
from illness about a year before, when Mori was seven.
Kaoru's younger sister, Akiko, then became a surrogate
mother and raised Mori. Both Mori's grandfather and fa-
ther served for a long time as mayor of Neagarl. For
nearly 40 years his father made sincere efforts to build
friendly relations between Neagari and the city of
Shelekhov in Russia, as well as between the cities of
Kanazawa and Irkutsk. After his death in 1989, {n accor-
dance with his will, his ashes were partially buried in a
grave bullt by the citizens of Shelekhov.

In his school days Mori had the good fortune to come
into contact with many wonderful teachers who exerted
a great Influence on the formation of his character. He
learned not only about academic subjects but many other
things that are truly important for personal growth,
such as courteousness, Inc ependence, and a sense of re-
sponsibility. Mori was an enthusiastic baseball plaver
in his childhood, but at the a‘ge of 11 he learned about the
game of rugby through his father, who had belonged to
the rugby club at Waseda University, For Mori, the at-
traction of rugby lies in its fighting and self-sacrificing
spirit and teamwork. After entering high school, Mori
devoted himself to rugby as his sport for life.

Upon gaining admission to Waseda University, Mori
joined the rugby club there, but he later joined the uni-
versity's oratorical society, which has been a training
ground for many of Japan's political leaders. Here he met
many people who aspired to become politicians, includ-
Ing Bonoru Takeshita and Keizo Obuchi who went on to
become Prime Minister. Through his participation in
the oratorical society, Mori gained a taste of the political
world, and gradually the dream of becoming a politieian
began to take shape inside him.

Alter his graduation from Waseda, Mori joined the
Sankel Shimbun, a major newspaper in Japan. He
worked on the Japan Industrial Journal. a newspaper
published by the daily. Through his journalistic career.
Mori came into contact with many business leaders who
represented Japan at that time, such as Soichiro Honda,
the founder of Honda Motor Co, and was able to learn
much from them. This was an invaluable experience for
Mori. As his passion for politics continued to burn, Mori
left the Sankei Shimbun in the summer of 1962 and be-
came a secretary to a member of the House of

YOSHIRO Mori was born in the town of Neagari,

seat at the youthful age of 32. Since then he has been re-
clected 10 consecutive times. After his first election.
Morl joined the Liberal Democratic Party and came un-
der the tutelage of the noble-minded former Prime
Minister Takeo Fukuda, who preached simplicity and
humbleness. Morl was also greatly lnﬂuence(f in the ar-
cas of domestic and foreign policy by former Minister for
Forelgn Affairs Shintaro Abe, who was like Mori's older
brother in the political world. Since becoming a Diet
member, Morl has been deeply involved in educational
olicy, making it the central theme of his career. out of

Is belief that education nurtures people and holds the
key to the future of society, the state, and the world. In
1983 he assumed the office of the Minister of Education
to spearhead a national project to implement educa-
tional reforms.

Morl has also served as Minister of International
Trade and Industry and Minister of Construction and
has been apﬁointed to Important posts in the LDP, twice
serving as the party's Secretary General — responsible
for party management as a whole — as well as
Chairperson of the General Council (the party’'s decision-
making body) and Chairperson of the Policy Research
Council (which determines party policies).

Mori married Chieko Maki, a fellow student at
Waseda University, in 1961; they have a son, Yuk!, and a
daughter. Yoko. Reiko is their beloved granddaughter.
Morl enjoys playing sports, such as rugby and golf. He
has never been a smoker due to the leachings of his
grandfather and his involvement in rugby:. |

Morl was elected Japan's eighty-fifth Prime Minister
— the twenty-sixth person to hold the post since World
War Il — in elections in both houses of the Diet on April
9, 2000. He then formed a three-party coalition govern-
ment of the LDP, New Komeito — Reéformer's Network.

and New Conservative Party.

Prime Minister Mori recognises that the systems that
supported Japan's miraculous growth after World War 11
are no longer in tune with the times. In order to create a
new Japan for the twenty-first century, he is determined
to resolutely implement various reforms for the "Rebirth
of Japan." Christening his administration the "Cabinet
for the Rebirth of Japan." he will strive to turn Japan
into "a nation of Eeo le who Hlve in security, embrac
our dreams for the future,” "a nation of beauty rich n
spirit," and "a nation that engenders the trust of the
world." Educational policy is one of his priority areas.
Mori Intends to implement necessary reforms to foster
creative young men and women capable of contributin
— daccording to their abilities — to not only Japanese so-
clety but also the international community in the
twenty-first century.

On July 4, 2000, Mori formed his second cabinet. He
has been devoting his every effort to achleving success in
the G8 Kyushu-Okinawa Summit, the most immediate
task facing him. He has also made the basis for his pol-
icy maklnﬁ the "Plan for the Rebirth of Japan” — the
blueprint for reforms aimed at bringing Japan into the
next age. His cabinet will dedicate its utmost energies to
the realisation of these goals. The main planks olgPrlme
Ministér Mori's policy platform will be ringing about
the full-fledged recovery of the economy, which is now
showing some bright signs; advancing measures to deal
with the revolution in information technologies, as well
as other economic structural reforms geared toward the
future; imtplementing policies aimed at revitalising ur-
ban areas from the ground up: addressing the rapid aging

of society: rebuilding the Japanese education system:
and reforming the legal system.

Brief Personal History of Prime Minister Mori

July 14, 1937
March 1960
April 1960
December 1969
November 1977

Born in Ishikawa Prefecture.

Joins the Sankei Shimbun.

Graduates from the School of Commerce

Elected to the House of Representatives (now serving his eleventh term).

of Waseda University.

December 1983
January 1991
October 1991
December 1992
August 1993
August 1995
November 1996

Appointed Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary.
Appointed Minister of Education,
Appointed Chairpe
Appointed Chairpe

rson, Committee on Rules and Administration. House of Representatives,
rson, Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)

Appointed Minister of International Trade and Industry.
Appointed LDP Secretary General, v

Appointed Minister of Cosntruction.

Appointed Chairperson, LDP General Council.

Policy Research Council.

August 19, 2000 8
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It is a great honour for me to
receive Prime Minister Yoshiro
Mori in Bangladesh, especially
when our two countries move
towards the celebration of 30th

only consolidate the current ex-
cellent relationship between
the (wo countries, but will also
give a huge Impetus to trans-
Jorm It into a more compre-
hensive and multifaceted one.
His visit will kick off the mu-
tual effort for expansion of
‘people-to-people” contact and
the revitalization of our eco-
nomic relation. This will be the
message of his visit to the peo-
ple in both countries.

I would like to underline

G8 Summit only a few weeks
ago. The honourable Forelgn
Minister Azad was also present
at the NAM Troika/G8 Minis-
terial Meeting in July as a
member of NAM Troika. The
leaders there exchanged plews
on what need to be done so the
goals of the 21st century, in-
creased prosperity, peace of
mind, and stability throughout
the world can be realized. He
will convey the achievements of
the G8 Summit to honourable
Prime Minister Hasina, the
Prime Minister of one of the
most important developing
countries. I belleve his visit
clearly shows how much Japan
considers the significance of
strengthening tles further with
Bangladesh. Bangladesh has
become an Increasingly impor-

Expansion of Bilateral
Relations and People-to-
People Contact towards

J0th Anniversary

The bilateral relationship
between Japan and Banglades|

started on February 10th, 1972,
well ahead of other Western
countries. Since then, our rela-
tionship has been "good based
on excellent understanding”,
Just as the Honourable Foreign

Minister Mr. Azad had de- Japan has recently forimnu- ing boats in Japan. Besides v Ve Foreign companies also in-
scribed. lated a Country Aid Plan for Forestry their annual catch of about 6.07 vest a great deal of money in
There is, however. wide Bangladesh. which shows our Japan is one of the Iargfsg million tons, another 1.35 mil- Japan. In 1998, such comparnies

scope for further expansion of
relations, especially in trade
and investment, and in the peo-

ter Mori, both sides are expected
to work harder together to ex-
pand in these areas. Areas of
power. telecommunication, IT,
etc, are where Japan has been
most compelitive. Strengthen-
ing the manufacturing industry,

velopment of the Bangladeshi
economy, is another area where
both countries will work to-
gether. Japan can do it through
increased export-orientated in-
vestment. From the Bangladesh
side, appropriate policies and
measures should be taken to en-
courage such investments,

Our relations go beyond de-
velopment. Every year more
than 100 Bangladeshi students
and young lecturers are pro-
vided with the Mombsho schol-

home, committed to develop-
ment in their country and are
actively strengthening the peo-
ple-to-people contact between
both countrles. In fact, they are
now preparing with other
Bangladeshi ex-students of
Japanese universities for es-
tablishing Japanese universi-
ties alumni association (n
Bangladesh (JUAAB) from this
autumn. I appreciate as well the
activity of AOTS Almuni Soci-
ety, Bangladesh Japan Society
and JICA Alumni Assoclation
and other organizations for en-
hancement of bilateral cooper-
ation.

Economic Cooperation

Ownership and partnership
are the basle principal of
Japan’'s policy for economic co-
operallon. If Bangladesh wanlts

S130 milllon whereas the 2nd,
UK, 570 million, and in 97,
Japan provided 8174 million
and the 2nd, Germany, was S84
million). The assistance Japan
has extended to Banglacdesh up
to 1999 amounts to approxi-

mately 97 1billion yen (447 bil-
lion taka). Divided up, 561 bil-
lion yen (258 billion taka) is ‘a
soft loan' and the rest is in
grants and technical coopera-
tion.

strategic priorities o accom-
plish the Ilargest task
Bangladesh faces, namely, alle-
viation of poverty. The priori-

tion. and (4) disaster prepared-
ness. In these 4 seclors, there
are comrnoit aspeclts to be ad-
dressed: hunman resource devel-
opment, institutional building.
and environment.

Investment and Trade

Bangladesh. 13 Japanese comn-
panies are now operaling inside
the EPZ. It is in the 2nd posi-
tion just after South Korea. 40
Japanese companies are now
operaling outside the EPZ, ac-
cording to the BOI. If is in the
4th position, after USA.
Malaysia and UK.

There is grealer scope for ex-
pansion of Investment from
Japan as well as trade relations
between both countries. Over
the few years, due to its stag-

of the Japanese economy, its
overseas (nvestment Is expected
to pick up once again. Many
Asian countries have recently
increased their exports (o
Japan. Bangladesh has also in-
creased ils export of shrimps,
garments, leather shoes, elc., to
Japan, its 9th export destina-
tion,

Japanese businessmen ap-
preclate the Bangladesh policy
on foreign invesiment and they
also appreclate, the hard work-
ing people of this country. How-
ever, hartals, violence and red-
tape Impede all economic activ-
ities Including (nvestment. In-
sufficient information regard-
ng business in Bangladesh in-
hibits Japanese I(nvestment,
Japan wlill help Bangladesh to
increase foreign Investment,
through providing more Infor-

fwo nations will

strengthened.

be further

Kazuyoshi Urabe
Ambassador of Japan

to Bangladesh
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Farming and

importing countries of agricul-
tural products in the world, as
only 13.3 per cent of Japan's

farmed very effectively.
Japanese farmers use trac-
tors, pickup trucks, power cul-
tivators, rice-planting ma-
chines and combines to help
improve efficiency. Using in-
tensive planting, fertilisers, so-

farmers are able to produce over
half of the fruits and vegetables
consumed in Japan, and to de-
vote some farm space to raisin

livestock. Japan's agricultural

resource thus contribute a great
deal to its people's diet.

Modern technology has
made new kinds of agriculture
possible, too some of Japan's
crops are now grown hydropon-
ically — without soil, in water.
Genetic engineering is also
making Japan's crops larger.
saler and healthier.

grains like rice and wheat; veg-
etables such as potatoes, white
radishes and cabbages; fruits
like mandarin oranges, water-
melons and pears; and livestock
products such as beef, chicken,
pork, milk and eggs.

Most of the rest of Japan's
land is wooded — about 67 per
cent. Forestry Is thus a very imn-
portant part of Japan's econ-
omy. Because Japan is an island
country and must use |ts
natural resources carefully, 40
per cent of its forests are re-
planted areas.

Japan's forests contain a
wide variety of trees because of
the variation in climate along
the island chain. Some of the
most common trees in Japanese
forests are cedars, cypresses.
pines, horse chestnuts, beeches

79.57 per cent of its wood.

Fishing
Since fish is an unportant
part of the Japanese dlet, fish-
ing is one of Japan's major in-
dustries. In 1996, there were

Views of Japan: Economy

nearly 378,431 registered fish-

lion tons of fish and shelltish
are harvested each year from
special fish farms where about

each year.

Energy

Japan generates its electric-
ity by using thermal power, nu-
clear power and power gener-
ated from water, geothermal

tries need large quantities of
natural resources and energy,
so most materials have to be
imported. In fact, Japan's self-
sufficiency ratio for energy is
only 18.95 per cent. In particu-
lar, Japan imports almost all of
its oill — about 99.7 per cent of
all the oll it consumes.

XY~ R

Robots assemble cars at an automobile plant.

plants. Furthermore, cars are
only one kind of transportation
equipment exported by Japan.
Japan also makes buses, trucks.
ships and other transport ve-
hic!ea.

A Japanese farmer reaps his autumn harvest.

Manufacturing
Much of Japan's economic

free for more Interesting and
complicated work.

A\mnst half of the cars pro-
duced In Japan are exported.
Automobiles made by Japanese
companies are built and driven
all over the world. Many are
now produced in overseas

dx

Japan is just as famous for
the strength of its electrical

habara, a district of Tokyo, Is
known as "Electric Town," with
equipment sales outlets stretch-
ing as lar as the eye can see.
Japan manufactures and ex-
ports a variety of other ma-
chinery, as well as metals and
metal products and chemical

1’:'.

products. Japanese manufac-
turing is a major part of Japan's
economic strength.

Learning from the past,
Japan is now developing new
ways to keep industrial pollu-
tion down. Advanced technol-
ogy for envirommental protec-
tion is now being developed by
all sorts of industries.

In 1998, Japan spent 366.54
billion yen on imports from
other countries. Its exports of
gauds and services earned

06.45 billion yen. Japan
trades-with most of the coun-
tries in the world. However,
about 30.5 per cent of all
Japan's exports go to the United
States. while 23.9 per cent of its
imports come from that coun-
try. Other important trading
partners include Australia,
China, Hong Kong, SAR, In-
donesia, the Republic of Korea.
Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan
and Thailand, as well as
Canada and European countries
like Germany and the United
Kingdom.

Many Japanese companies
are opening factories in other
countries. In 1998, they spent

iring employees from the town
where they are located and get-
ting involved in community
allairs, environmental and cul-
tural Frnjects. and cooperation
with local businesses. As of
1997, Japanese companies had
Some 2.83 million employees in

their overseas branches.

were investing almost 13.40 bil-

lion yen a year in Japan, espe-
cially in fields like machinery,

ple-to-people contact. I have an : land is cultivated for farming. 100 species of fish are raised. chemicals, metals, services,

impression that, now, more and Ules are, (1) agriculture, rural | The average farm covers 1.48 Despite its thriving seafood in- _ trade and commerce.

more people take the excellent development f‘{“’-‘ _P”—”“”"“"“H hectares, or 18,400 square me- dustry, Japan must import 42.0 - A

bilateral relationship for Improvement, (2) improvement | trag Japanese farms are rela- per cent of the fish it needs. Transportatmn

granted and are less and less in- ©f social areas, such as “f”‘“' tively small, but Japanese harvested from waters all over Every type of transportation

terested in each other than they Nhuman standards, “*"“"ﬂ”‘ care, | farmers work hard to get the the world. All of this fish allows vou can think of is used in

- used to be. With the impetus e€tc.. (3] basic infrastructure for | nost out of their limite space, the average Japanese person to Japan. from bicycles to the

MESSAGE _f_r(_;.n' the visit Uf' Prime Minis- investmentd and Expurt promo- and the land is ihEI'El'GrL" consunie 3?9 kilﬂgralns 'Df fish ShikanSE“ [Bu]lle{ Train]‘ e

of the fastest trains on earth.

Highways are one of the

most important links in the
fransportation system. Japan
has almost 1.15 million Kkilo-
metres of roads, and has almost
three Kilometres of road for ev-

aim”l".}rsga%ff d'f)"’m””“f ”3"”; which is one of the most Japan is one of the leading | phisticated machinery and and Scik,”ﬂ SD}IIFCfﬁgl?llifggigglr ery square kilometre of land,
LS o B L licies he de- countries in investment in | highly refined techniques, Japan has a surprising variety roughly twice as much as
half ahead. His visit will not Umportant policies for the de- of natural resources, its indus- -

France or the United Kingdom
and four and a half times as
much as the United States.
Railways in Japan are a very
efficient means of transporta-
tion. Trains operate according
to a tight schedule, and arrive
exactly on time. The Shikansen
links some of Japan's major
cities, from Hakata in Kyushu
to Morioka in the northem part
of Honshu. At top speed, this
train can travel 300 kilometres
er hour. It takes only two

fhﬂ[ Prfn‘le ;"r“”l-S[Er MUH will ﬂrshf I’.Jﬂp{]”g_gg Guper””“_i”: nant f?["f)”ﬂ”]y. Jﬂf)ﬂ”{’ﬂ{’ over- Ta anese f']r“]frg e 2 ’I‘I-ade and ours a“d t]]]rt}r IHIIIHIES to
visit Bangladesh, having S-:ho!ﬁrshim for higher study Seas investment has generally tremf:l:‘:dous v;riet\,'kuf Y OBS I ¢ t cover the 515.4 kilometres be-
chaired the Kyushu-Okinawa in Japan. Many of them return been inactive. With the recovery s e lnclugié: nvestimen tween Tokyvo and Shin-Osoaka

Stations. On the Tokaido and
Sanvo Shinkansen lines. there

are 545 intercity train trips
each day. The Tohoku and Ya-
magata lines conduct 182 in-
tercity trips per day, the Joetsu
line carries 97 intercity trips
per day, the Hokuriku line car-
ries 56 trips per day and the
AKita line runs 30 trips per day.
Besides the Shinkansen, a busy
network of commuter trains
and subway lines weaves in and
out of the larger cities. As of
1998, there were 37 subway
lines operating in ten cities in
Japan. More than 7.29 million

people use Tokyo's subway sys-

tem every day. Station plat-
forms have painted lines to
show where the doors will open
when the train stops. At peak
hours the trains are very

it to the rest of the world. |

Japan's four main Islands 3
are now linked by sea, air and E
land. In 1988,

joined to Hokkaido by the

Seto Inland Sea.
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world's longest tunnel, and to
Shikohu h‘ir a bridge across the




