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SKS and the Burigan

g4

WE expect Sena Kalyan Sangstha (SKS) to lead
the way in saving the Buriganga from the en-

croachers and not to be a part of the vested group
that is obstructing it. SKS is one of the most re-
spected and well-run organisations in the country.
It has a high profile and credible managing body
with the C letp of the Army Staff as its ex-officio
chair,

Therefore we expect, and the country expects,
that the highest standards of not only financial
management but also of ethical concerns will be
upheld by this premier national institution. When
the Buriganga is being gradually choked and all
sorts of illegal encroachers are contributing to Its
death, we expect the SKS to be with the people
working to revive the city's lifeline. We do not ex-

ect SKS to be a part of anything that will hurt pub-
ﬁc interest, leave alone be a part of a nefarious plot
to occupy land from the very river on which the
survival of the city depends.

However, an unfortunate gap is emerging be-
tween the public's expectation of SKS and its activ-
ities. When this newspaper reported about the mas-
sive encroachment on the river caused by SKS's
construction of a godown and berthing facility. the
SKS promptly denied it. Then faced with evidence
it changed its posttion and said that if survey by
BIWTA, which is the official custodian of the river
banks, proves that its construction site is beyond
permissible limit into the river then it will with-
draw. Now the survey has been conducted and the
SKS has accepted its findings last Wednesday, but
has refused to budge from where it now stands —
encroaching 600 by 160 feet of foreshore and 97 by
160 feet of the main channel of the river at
Postagola.

There is a conditional agreement of moving
away from the main channel if BIWTA dredges the
river. But no word of moving away from the fore-
shore yet. SKS can easily shift its godown else-
where. As for its berthing facility, it can easily be
constructed in a way that does not encroach on the
river. What we need here is placing public interest
above narrow organisational interest.

The Chief of the Army Staff in an interview to
the BBC clearly stated that if the survey should
prove SKS was encroaching then it would be re-
moved. The survey is now at hand. We expect action
as promised. We urge the SKS to become a symbol
of a corporate body that sets examples by placing
environmental and public concerns above its own
interest so that we can urge others to emulate them.

There are too many who are destroying our city,
our environment and our river. We are greatly in
need of others who are committed to resist it. We
want the SKS to be with the people, not with the en-
croachers.

How Dare ?

HE coldblooded murder of a local leader of the

ruling Awami League at Armanitola in the old
part of Dhaka city has been an act of barbarism.
We express our condemnation of the gruesome
incident and offer our sincere .sympathies to the
members of the bereaved. family. Yourig Kamal
Hossain, a vice-president of Awami League ward
committee No 67 had reportedly objected to the
hoisting of Pakistani flag on the rooftop of a house
belonging to Jahangir Mohammad Adel, an
influential Jatiya Party leader and a son-in-law of
the infamous former governor of erstwhile East
Pakistan, Monaem Khan. The hoisting was done

on 14 August, Pakistan's independence day. Kamal
not only protested verbally to that but also organ-
Ised a procession which chanted anti-Adel slogans
and marched up and down the roads around
Armanitola.

This was undoubtedly the most logical and pa-
triotic reaction one could expect from a citizen of
independent Bangladesh. This had purportedly an-
gered Jubaed Mohammad Adel, son of Jahangir
Mohammad Adel, and the former accompanied by
his friends and riding a car caught up with Kamal
at around 11:30 in the night an§ allegedly shot at
point blank range killing him instantaneously. We
salute the spirit of this young man who did not
flinch from demonstrating his loyality to the
country when others seemingly trifled with the
outrageous aberration. We are rather surprised
that despite newspaper reports of the fla hoisting
incident with photograph appearing on 15 August,
local administration had done nothing throughout
the day until Kamal gave his precious life protest-
ing what amounted to an act of treason by his
neighbour.

We demand an inquiry into the inaction of the
local administration that let the flag flutter for a
long time and also exemplary punishment for the
killers of Kamal according to the law of the land.

HSC Results
U

NCERTAINTY looms over the publication of

Higher Secondary Certificate examination
results. The board authorities may not be able to
declare the results in time because employees of the
five boards of education in the country have gone
on a strike from Thursday last, putting forward
their four-point demands. But, howevermuch justi-
fied their demands may be, the strike will. no
doubt, impose unwanted complications on
students’ further tutorial pursuits. However, the
chairman of Dhaka Board has expressed optimism
that "results would be published by August 27, that
Is within the 90-day stipulated time after the date
of the examination." Earlier, on August 9, at a
meeting of board chairmen presided over by the
education secretary, it was decided to publish the
results by August 21. We do not know whether this
Is at all possible now, given the strike by board
employees.

Meanwhile, the parliamentary committee on ac-
counts has directed to form sub-committees in
each board of education and scrutinise salaries of
employees since the time of their appointment.,
These sub-committees will examine whether the
employees are getting more salaries than what has
been featured in government rules. It is worthwhile
to mention here that according to 1961 board ordji-
nance, board employees do get better pay than
those in other government offices. Our point, how-

ever, Is that administrative intricacies must not
‘l delay publication of the results. For, if it so hap-
pens, it would simply delay the students' next edu-

must not be catalyst in Jeopardising their career,

‘ cational steps. The board authorities or employees
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ON'ble Prime Minister
Htlld it again. She not only

reiterated and held fast to
her recent remarks made in an
interview with the BBC about
the Judiciary, mainly on the
question of granting of bails by
courts, but also faced for the
second time a possible charge
for contempt of court,

On 2 August 2000, the Prime
Minister made these remarks
about judges, lawyers and the
existing system of country’'s ju-
diclary by dismissinﬁ Justifica-
tion for granting bails in cer-
tain cases responsible for in-
crease in the violence and ter-
rorism and that judges and
lawyers should be held respon-
sible for it. Earlier, she and her
minister alleged that courts
were providing safe haven for
criminals. Consequently, noto-
rious criminals kept on com-
mitting crimes after they had
been granted balls, generally by
superior courts. During a press
conference following her return
fromm Malaysia last week she
again defended her remarks,
adding that she had made the
remarks reflecting popular
sentiments and in the interest
of people's welfare.

These statements led to great
national debates amongst citi-
zens, especially among intellec-
tuals like lawyers and politl-
cians. The feelings and {Jf)ln-
ions of judges, as per well-re-
spected convention, could not
be expressed in public. Some
people thought such statements
of Prime Minister would
prompt the Judiclary to insti-
tute suo moto, a case of con-
tempt of court. But it did not
happen. Expectation of this
section of the people was dashed
to the ground in the same way
as when Awami League minis-
ters and leaders had taken out
stick processions and openly
intimidated the Judiciary to
take action according to their
dictates, However, eleven top

7‘ is not only modification of the law,
provision of logistic support to the

Prime Minister’s Remarks on Judiciary and Cont

An Attempt to Secure Supr

but also uniform application of law to aimilar qa.sea and
Judiciary that deserve due consideration. But until such

measures have been effectively taken, the judges are obliged to operate within the existing
framework of law and procedure. Anything to expect beyond that would be asking
the judges to break the rule of law. |

—

lawyers of the land Issued a
statement, condemning Prime
Minister's recent statement and
provided grounds or advice for
institution of a case for con-
lempt of court against the
Prime Minister.

The Supreme Court Bat As-
soclation deliberated on this is-
sue at length and authorised Its
President and the General Sec-
retary to Institute contempt
proceedings. The Minister of
Law, however, took a wortl-
while initiative to settle the
matter amicably and out of
court, He succeeded in arrang.

ing a meeting of the distin-:

uished lawyers with the Prime

inister, who declded to Issue a
statement to clarify and water-
down the issue in order to ward
off the need for instituting a
proceeding. The lawyers ex-
pected Prime Minister's pro-
posed statement would tanta-
mount to the withdrawal of her
earlier disparaging remarks or
contain expressions of regret
for those remarks. But to the
disappointment of many, the
Prime Minister reneged on her
pledge the very next day on the
15th, Instead of the Prime Min-
ister, the Prime Minister's Of-
fice will {ssue a statement to the
press. This, according to the
eminent lawyers concerned,
was not sufficient and would
put the problem back to square
one, The Supreme Court Bar As-
sociation is likely to take up the
matter of filing the contempt
case again soon.

Currents and Crosscurrents

by M M Rezaul Karim

Meanwhile, the principal
opposition party, the BNP and
its allies, decided that all their
Members of Parllament num-
bering about 131 in total, would
institute collectively a con-
tempt of court proceeding
against Sheikh Hasina. This is
scheduled to take place on the
21th August. Although It may
not be necessary for so many
signatories to do so, the pro-
posed measure may have been
taken In order to manifest a
show of parllamentary force of

the opposition political parties.

It mmay be recalled that the
Prime Minister had made shni-
lar unsavoury remarks against
the Judiciary, resulting in the
filing of a case of contempt of
court against her. Conse-
quently, the Chief Justice him-
self reprimanded her and ad-
vised her to use caution in mak-
ing remarks about the Judi-
clary.

Although the entire issue
arose out of the need for, cor-
rectly or not, revising the pro-
cedure and practice of granting
bail to criminals by higher

courts of law and to ensure
speedy justice, the moot ques-
tion bolled down to the issue of
transparency and accountabil-
ity of the Judiciary. It can be
well argued that all the three
pillars of state. such as the Leg-
islature, the Executive and the
Judiciary, in both the Presi-
dential and Parliamentary
forms of government, enjoy a
good deal of independence of
action and provide some mea-
sure of check and balance
against one another. It is, there-
fore, Imperative to avoid any
erosion of the legitimate au-
thority, enjoined by the Consti-
tution, of any of these three
principal state organs and to
prevent exercise of undue influ-
ence of one over the other.

The accountability for the Leg-
islature is to the people and that
is ensured, in the existing Par-
lHamentary form of govern-
ment, every five years during
the election. This affords an
opportunity for people to
choose and change, as the peo-
ple consider fit, their own rep-
resentatives in the Legislature,

The Executive derives thelr

uality of accountability from
the Parllament, whose mem-
bers elect the Head of the Execu-
tive. The members of the Judi-
clary, unlike the other two or-
gans, are not accountable to
their appointing authorities,
who in their case, is the Execu-
tive. But once the members of
the highest strata of the Judi-
clary, namely the Supreme
Court, are appointed, the Exec-
utive has no longer any author-
ity to dismiss tﬁem. %:t. the
are held accountable to the
Supreme Judiciary Council.
which can remove them in ac-
cordance with the relevant con-
stitutional provisions. Again,
the system of appeal from one
court to a higher court at sey-
eral tlers constitute a built- in
quality of transparency and ac-
countability of the judicial pro-
cess.

It. therefore, becomes clear
that all the three principal or-
gans of the state are account-
able In one way or the other to
different groups of people. Then
what more one expects out of
the Judiciary in orcﬁer to render
themselves more accountable?
The judges have to give their
Judgement on the basis of exist-
ing laws, conventions, prac-
lices. evidence, arguments of
lawyers and citations of Anglo-
Saxon jurisprudence. Loop-
holes, Indeed. may exist in the
law and practices in vogue,
which may allow some crimi-
nals, as alleged. to get bails eas-

Anatomy of a Coup: A J 0

Continued from yesterday
OWLVER, Mustaque's se-
cret liaison was discov-
ered in October 1971 and

he was placed under virtual
house arrest in Calcutta,

According to Herb Gordon,

the American Consul General
in Calcutta, the secret contacts
with Mustaque were handled by
the senior political officer at
the Consulate, George Griffin.
Although Gordon knew little
about what had transpired
during these discussions, he
knew that Griffin had handled
them. A decade later Griffin

would be at the centreiof a.

diplomatie storm "bhetween
Washington and New iDelhi
when he was denied permission
by India to take up a posting at
the US Embassy.

According to India Today,
India denied Griffin permission
to live in New Delhi due to
griffin’s questionable role dur-
ing the 1971 Bangladesh War."
During my three hour interview
with Mustaque at his home In
Dhaka in 1976, Mustaque con-
firmed the contacts that had
taken place in Calcutta in 1971,
but refused to specify what had
been agreed with the Americans
at the time. "If you want to
Know," Mustaque told me, "You
shiould go ask Nixon. | am not
going to tell you."

:‘%Hmugh some American
scholars have questioned the
relative importance of these
contacts, a newly declassified
“"Memorandum for the Record”
describes in detail a White
House meeting on August 1]
1971 specifically held to discuss

———— —

urney of a Quarter Century
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lly and commit furtlier g
These loopholes, lunyvever.
need to be identificd, they
medial action by way of s
able amendments or
tions be taken to plug
Secondly, g r efforts
ﬁtq_mpl actions are called f

lm‘g ane_alp in higher co
against granting balls
some deserving cases. But
other problem surfaces fise]
this stage. If It was an Aw
League leader like Akhtar
zaman Babu of Chittagong
had jumped bail after alleg
commlittlngﬁing@.;r. then
appeal was file the govery,.
ment against his subsequen
bail. On the other hand, apg
against a BNP leader or m
having been Eantcd bail would
be more enthusiastically pre-
ferred by the government evey
for less serious offence. It |s.
therefore, not only |
tion of the law, but also .
form application of law to si;.
lar cases and provision of 0.
gl!lsuc support to the Judiciary
that deserve due consideration
But untll such measures have
been effectively taken, tlhe
judges are obliged to operate
within the existing framework
of law and procedure. Anythin
lo expect beyond that woul
asking the judges to break the
rule of law. The Prime Minister
had been on record for having
repeatedly stated her faith in
the rule of law and advocacy for
the rule of law to follow its own
course and speed. People do ex-
pect her to genuinely adhere to
her stated conviction and do
not want her 1o bend the course
of the rule of law or Interfere in
its speed. She cannot and
should not try to make any ex-
ception to these rules. Would
she do so?

The author, a former Am-
bassador, is a Member of BNP's
Advisory Council.

What happened in August 1975 was by no means as simple as it was once made to ap- ? A hye R

pear... The story emphasised that they
the killing of Mujib they suddenly decided to
replacement. In taking on the presidency,
innocence of a victim of circumstance.

taken part in a complicated plan nearly a year old,

But whether Mu

had acted alone and unilaterally, and

of links, remained unexamined.

that after
pick up Kondakar Mustaque as a -
Mustaque was portrayed with all the £
staque had himself {3
involving a variety

the Bangladesh crisis. It was
attended by Richard Nixon,
Henry Kissinger, and Harold
Saunders, among others. In the
document, John Irwin, Under
Secretary of State, is quoted as
saying, “We'have hdd reports in
resent days of the possibility
that some Awaini League lead-
ers in Calcutta want to negoti-
ate with Yahya on the basis of
giving up their claim for the in-
dependence of East PaKistan.”
According to a member of Mus-
taque’s 1971 Calcutta staff who
this correspondent interviewed
in 1976, Irwin's reference to
“some Awami League leaders in
Calcutta”™ referred only to
Khondaker Mustaque Ahmed
and his two leading proteges
from the days of the Calcutta li-
aison -- Mahbub Alam Chashi
and Taheruddin Thakur.
Following the independence
of Bangladesh in 1971, Mus-
taque was pardoned by Mujib
for his indiscretions but given
only minor positions in the
post-independence regime. Yet,
four years later it was Mus-
taque, together with Chashi and
Thakur, who emerged as the po-

litical leadership of the putsch
which killed Mujib. In the im-
mediate post-coup period Mus-
taque- appointed to leading po-

' Sitionrs in the buréaucraey and

national intelligence organisa-
tions people who had been
prominent among the Bengali
“Vichy” of 1971 -- the minute
per cent of the Bengali popula-
tion who had actually collabo-
rated with the Pakistan Ariny
follnwin% Pakistan's crack-
down in Dacca in March 1971.

Among these were AMS Saf-
dar, Director-General of the
National Security Intelligence
(NSI) agency, and Shaiful
Azam, former chief secretary of
the East Pakistan government
during the period of the civil
war. A cohesive right-wing po-
litical and intelligence group,
which had risen to prominence
in the Pakistan period and were
swept aside by Mujib after inde-
pendence in 1971, finally staged
the coup in August 1975, in al-
liance with a faction of Mujib's
party, and reinstated themn-
selves in power. What happened
in August 1975 was by no means
as siinple as it was once made to

appear.
The version accepted by both
the foreign and Bengali press

- was a’ simple' story, Mujib's

regime was in trouble. The

country had just suffered a

famine that had killed an esti-
mated 50,000 peasants, for
which government
tence and corruption was
blamed. Democratic rights were
increasingly being crushed by
the authorities who were clos-
ing newspapers and Iockln%
Mujib's opponents away. Civi
unrest and rural insurgency
were growing problems. In this
atimosphere, so the story went,
six young majors with 300 men
under their command took it
upon themselves to organise a
putsch, acting with a mixture of
motives stretching from per-
sonal embitterment to their
own Messianic delusions of Is-
lamic Bonapartism.

The story emphasised that
they had acted alone and uni-
laterally, and that after the
Killing of Mujib they suddenly
decided to pick up Kondakar
Mustaque as a replacement. In
taking on the presidency, Mus-

incompe- °

taque was portrayed with all
the innocence of a victim of cir-
cumnstance. But whether Mus-
tague had himself taken part in

a complicated plan nearly ail
vedr old. involwng @ aaricty of 2y

links, remained unesatminel.

In 1997, this correspondent
met an unquestionably authori-
tative source with intimate and
direct knowledge of the plan-
ning of the coup. This individ-
ual, a retired Bangladeshi mili-
tary officer, was the consum-
mate “insider” to the events of
August 1975, and the planning
which preceded it. I had met
this individual briefly in 1975
and had hoped to meet him
again. However, twenty-two
years would elapse before a
meeting was ultimately ar-
ranged. After prolonged negoti-
ations through intermediaries I
flew from the United States and
made contact with this individ-
ual in a European capital. Our
meeting Iastedjﬂve hours. Many
new insights were gained and
many old ones were confirmed.

Among the many things that .

he talked about my source de-
scribed how both Mustaque and

General Ziaur Rahman had
been in contact and discussions
with the Majors for more than
six months prior to the actual
coup. This individual had per-
sonally attended numerous
meetings that Major Rashid
had held separate['y with Zia
and Mustaque. In his television
interview with Anthony Mas-
carenhas, Rashid described a
meeting with General Zia on
March 20, 1975, in which a coup
was discussed in detail. This
meeting took place five months
before the coup. My source at-
tended this meeting with Gen-

.eral: Zia but clajmed it was not

the, firsf 1in-which  plans,for a
coup were-discussed. -, |, 4 =

General Zia, who was then
Deputy Chief of the Army, ex-
pressed continuing interest in
the proposed coup plan, but also
expressed reluctance to take the
lead in the required military
action. The junior officers had
already worked out a plan,
Rashid told Zia, and they
wanted his support and leader-
ship. Zia temporised. Accordin
to the account given by Rashi
to Mascarenhas and confirined
by my source, Zia told hiin that
as a senior officer he could not
be directly involved but if they
junior officers were prepared,
they should go ahead.

The writer is presently
working as a Research Associ-
ate at the Yale Centre for Inter-

national and Area Studies. Yale

University. He was recently
named a Fulbright Scholar for
South Asia.

The fifth installment ap-
pears tomorrow.

"OPINION ‘
Direct Election for Women is a Non-negotiable Demand

Al the age of eighteen, a citi-
zen of Bangladesh, man or
woman, can become a voter
This is the constitutional right.
They can vote for choosing the
representatives from the local
bodies up to the national par-
llament. No one can question
whether women can vote
rightly or not. Even if the ma-
jority of women are \lliterate,
live in the villages and often in
poverty conditions, yet their
votes are counted equally.
There is no doubt that women
can make the right decision.

In the national Parliament,
the highest law making body,
the(Ft-nt'ral seats (300) are occu-
pied mostly by men. Only a
handful of women including the
two leaders of Awami League
and BNP are found in those
seats. Women as voters have
contributed significantly to the
election of the members in
these seats. However, In these
seats the contests were among
men only (except in few seats,
where women contested as a
candidates). So, women as vot-
ers had to choose between one
man or the other,

On the other hand, in the Na-
tional Parliament, at present
there are 30 seats reserved for
women. These seats are sup-
posed to serve two purposes; one
to encourage women to be in the
Parllament and therefore, par-
ticipate more directly in the
national politics, and secondly,
that the women parliament
members would contribute to-
wards raising women's con-
cerns In the parllamentary dis-
cussions,

The Constitution of the Peo-
ple's Republic ofjBangladesh
was adopted on 4 November,
107K and came Into force on the
1 6 December, exactly one
year after achieving victory in
the liberation war to establish
the independent nation of
Bangladesh. The Constitution
rightly Identified the need for

Keeping the reserved seats for
women in PART V in the Sec-
tion on Legislature, Chapter 1 —
Parliament:

Article 65 (2) Parliament
shall consist of three hundred
members to be elected in accor-
dance with law from single ter-
ritorial constituencies by direct
election and, for so long as
clause (3) is effective, the mem-
bers provided for in that clause;
the members shall be desig-
nated as Members of Parlia-
ment.

Article 65(3) Until the disso-
lution of Parliament occurring
next after the expiration of the
period of ten years beginning
from the dale of the first meel-

‘ing of the Parliament nexi after

the Parliament in existence at
the time of commencement o0
the Constitution (Tenth
Amendment) ACT, 1990, there
shall, be reserved thirty seats
exclusively for women mem-
bers, who shall be elected ac-
cording to law by the members
aforesaid:

Provided that nothing In
this clause shall prevent a
woman Jfrom being elected to
any of the sealts provided for In
clause (2).

Now the constitution itself is
28 years old, so is the clause on
the women's reserved seats,
Within this period, the number
of reserved seats have increased
from 10 to 30, {.e. from 3.3 per
cent to 10 per cent of the total
general seats. The tenure of the
reserved seats has also changed
several times, because each
time, it was made for an exten-
sion of 10 to 15 years. However,
the mode of eleetion of the seats
did not change. It remained the
same as It was written in 1972,
that "shall be elected according
to law by the members afore-
sald” (f.e. the parllament mem-
bers In the general seats). In
practice, it became a "selection”
of women by the majority party

Farida Akhter

in the parliament. In other
words, the political parties
winning the majority seats get
the bonus of 30 women seats in
their favour.

Women's movement has
been taking this consideration
ol reserved seats in the parlia-
ment very seriously. They have
identified that the reserved
seals are useful only if women
can actively participate in the
election process, bui{:i up a con-
stituency of their own, commit
themselves to the cause of
women and be accountable to
the general public. Therefore, in
1987, the Oikyyabodda Narl
Samaj (the united women's
front of more than 19 women's
organisations), had first raised
the demand for direct election
to the reserved seats, It was dur-
ing the movement for democ-
racy that women had identified
this as an important demand. It
was part of the questions re-
lated to democracy. We wanted
to be sure that if we have an
elected government and a par-
lilament, we must also have
elected women members. After
the fall of the autocratic regime,
the women's organisations met
Khaleda Zla and Sheikh Hasina
and requested them to accept
this demand from the women's
movement,

oince then, we had two terms
of democratically elected gov-
ernments. In 1991 BNP won the
majority in the parlinment,
theretore got the bonus of 30
seats, and since 1996, Awaini
League has been eujoyin% the
benefit. Now, these two political
parties have developed a vested
interest In the reserved seats

- and are not willing to change

the system of election. They are
happy to extend the period and
even increase the number of
seats. But they are not listening
at all to the demand for direct
election. Awami League has al-

ready brought up a bill in the
parliament for extension of pe-
riod. while BNP is still bov-
cotting the parliament making
it impossible for the amend-
ment of the Constitution in
favour of the Article 65(3). The
provision of having two-third
votes in the parliament re-
quires some agreement between
the two parties,

Now, after this term if there
is no amendment in the consti-
tution, then the reserved seats
will not be there any more. It is
likely that the two parties may
linally agree only to increase
the term keeping the same sys-
tem intact. From the women's
movement, the demand is for
DIRECT ELECTION. On this
question, the women's organi-
sations have a united position.
They do not want any compro-
mise on this issue. It is a non-
negotiable demand. They want
to take all the troubles of going
through the election processes
and then come to the parlia-
ment. Women are quite well
prepared for this. The govern-
ment's bill is only to increase
the tenure of the reserved seats.
Sammilita Nari Samaj, the
platform of united women's

movement and other women's
organisations have protested
against the bill and demanded

its Immediate withdrawal.

We are [acing the onslaught
ol patriarchal attitudes among
the leaders of political parties,
particularly men, vested with
their own party Interest, who
gain from the system of indirect
election. They want to disem-
power women even by bringin
them into the parliament an
making them “doll members"
having no power to speak for
themselves, let alone to speak
in favour of the women in gen-

eral. The male political leaders

raise silly questions such as
Can women compete in the

election atmosphere dominated
by the black money and terror-
ism?” "Can women seek vote
fromm house to house, isn't it too
difficult for them?" "Can
women work so hard?” etc. The
attitude is patronising. under-
estimating the ability of women
and is a clear disrespect to the
women's self-determination.

It is also very interesting to

note how the discussions
around women's seats are
shaped in patriarchal dis-

courses. Male politicians take it
for granted that politics is a
matter of black money and
armed . hooliganism coupled
with pressuring people for vote
by visiting "house to house".
Such an election system is es-
sentially faulty, illegal and a
violation of political rights of
the citizens and must be chal-
lenged and changed. Patriar-
chal views on women's partici-
pation in politics are. grounded
on the assumptions that we
must accept this undemocratic
and unconstitutional be-
haviour of electoral process as
normal. Demoralised basis of
the activities of masculine poli-
tics is quite openly discussed. It
Is even assumed that every
candidate will be equipped with
‘money" and "arms”. Hardly
any male politician talks about
olitics anymore; they are
ardly concerned about ac-
countability to the people. Elec-
tion Is something to get the
‘votes" by any means, Vote is
like a commodity to be “bought”
or to be "snatched” by piracy.
Women cannot certainly do any
of these, The demand for partic-
ipation of women directly in
rolltlcs In essence is to chal-
enge such masculine corrup-
fion that has severely eroded
the basis of the polity and the
electoral process of democracy .
Women then must compete (n

the clections directly, and not
Otheiwise as preached by male
politicians.

Women's demand for direct
election therefore includes re-
form of the glection procedure
for all the parliament election
candidates, that is, to make the
election process free of black
money and arms. This is not
only for women alone. It should
be for everybody. If the party
nominations are given to the
politicians and not to the pos-
sessors  of black money and
arms then the system will defi-
nitely change to the extent it
can be thought of. Let the politi-
cal parties make their com-
mitments clear to the people.

However, the goal is to par-
ticipate in the general seats
competing with both men and
women as candidates. To
achieve this goal the political
parties must give certain per-
centage of their allocated nom-
inations to women. Women's
movement has already de-
manded of the political parties
a mandatory 10 per cent nomi-

nation for women in the gen-
eral seats. |
So. now that the term for the
women's reserved seats is
to be over in the vear 2001, an
that the constitution has to be
amended even to keep the re-
served seats, we expect that the
political parties will respond to
the demand of women's move-
ment for direct election to the
reserved seats for next two or
three terms. And that the num=
ber of seats to be increased from

30 to a reasonable number, such
as either one per district i.e. 64

seats, or one-third of the gen-

eral seats i.e. 100, :

We expect that the two major

parties. "§ o Awami [e‘ag"g Fﬂ.ﬂ |
BNP would show their gwﬂ'lils

litical intentions Women Wik
not allow the h i
litical parties to play with the
reserved seats for womern any-
more.
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