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Image of a creeping flood
Situation in Sylhet, B'baria already as extensive as in '98

By Reaz Ahmad

This satellite image collected on August 13 on rt‘tluust from the

The floods In greater Sylhet and Brahhmanbaria districts this
year appear as 'extensive as the deluge' in 1998, officlal sources
said citing the latest satellite image on flood situation.

However, the August 13 image collected by Radarsat-1, a
Canadian radar satellite, gave the mpression that the current
flood would be relatively h‘ss threatening than the 1998 flood
elsewhere {n the country, they noted.

Expe

rts at the Environment and GIS Support Project (EGIS) of

the Water Resources Ministry told The Daily Star yesterday that
more flooding was likely in further south along the banks of the
Meghna and its distributaries as a result of the 'south bound

movement' of water,

EGIS was recelved and pre-processed (n Canada anc

sent to EGIS

office in Dhaka via Internet on the night of August 14. EGIS pro-
fessionals processed it and the flood map was prepared.
Since 1993, EGIS has been using satellite fmages to study

flooding in Hnn%ludush.
Data on the

ood affected areas in Sylhet region showed that

1.7 lakh hectares of land have already been inundated in Sylhet

district as against 2.3 lakh hectares in 1998,
In Sunamganj, 2.9 lakh hectares of land have gone under wa-

ter so far this time and in

1998,

3.2 lakh hectares were

See pagpe | | ol |

Radarsat-1 satellite images show the flooded areas in Sylhet and Brahmanbaria (indicated in black) on August 26, 1998
at 5:54 a.m. (left) and on August 13, 2000 at 6:01 p.m.

BNP preparing groundwork for polls

By Rezaul Karim

BNP has taken up-extensive
measures to {inish the ground-
work for the upcoming national
elections by December

A gt_h:-il number of senior
party leaders, retirgd bureau-
crats, academics, technical ex -
perts and cultural activists are
doing “research and home-
works™ aimed at contesting the
eighth parliamentary polls in a
thoroughly professional man-
ner.

Sources sald several groups
have been formed on BNP

Chairperson Khaleda Zia's in -

struction to prepare strategies
for the election, including rec-
ommendations to be submitted
to the caretaker administration
immediately after it assumes
office.

The

recommendations in-

clude changes in administra -
tion, Election Commission and
media and to pave the way lor a
free and fair polls. Steps to be
taken after the installation of
the caretaker government are
also being discussed

A panel of politicians and
former bureaucrats is looking
into the latest changes includ-
ing political appointments at
home and abroad The ap-
pointments of OC, TNO, SP and
DC at thana and district levels
and higher positions at divi-
sional headquarters and the
Secretariat by the governiment
ahead of the forthcoming elec-
tion are also under scrutiny

“It will be absurd to think
that there will be a fair election
under the present set-up in the
administration at thana and

district levels,” a panel member
said, adding that BNP would
place the list of partisan olli-
cials and employees, who have
heen “transgressing their lim-
its” since Awami League as -
sumed power, before the care-
taker administration for their
removal from important posts
during the election

Sources said changes in the
Election Commission are being
closely watched. They said the
BNP will put forward a set ol
demands, including removal ol

Chief Election Commissioner
MA Syed and Election
Commissioner Shafiur
Rahman.

Besides, the BNP will press
to recast the EC and bring
amendments in the voters list
because election can’'t be fair

under the present EC and
exaggerated” voters list, they
added.

Another panel ol politi-

cians, academics and technical
persons are working to chalk

out a "unified policv™ for the
state-run and private sectol
Radio and Television and gov -
ernment controlled news

ALETICH

Sources said the panel has
already gathered the copies of
agreement and policy of satel-
lite TV channels being operated
fromm Bangladesh. They said the
BNP will suggest to the care-
taker administration to set a
non-partisan guideline for the
private channels to follow dur-
ing the latter's tenure.

A party leader said the care-

See page |1 col 4
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Workers take care of the artificial fountain in front aof
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in city yesterday ahead of

the visit of Japan’s Prime

tomorrow.

Yushiro Mori
— Star photo

Minister

Striking teachers
to hold grand
rally Aug 26

By Staff Correspondent

Non-government teachers
will hold a grand rally at the
Central Shaheed Minar on
August 26 to press their de-
mands Including 100 per cent
basic salaries from the pgov-
ernment exchequer.

The decision came at a meet -

ing of Bangladesh Teachers
Action Coordination
Committee (BTACC) with

Principal Md. Kamruzzaman in
the chair.

The other programmes of the
striking teachers include hold-
ing of streetside rally in district
towns from August 20 to 22 to
mobilise public opinlon In
favour of their six-point de-
mand and sit-in demonstration
in district headquarters on
August 23,

Teachers and employees of
non-government educational
institutions will assemble in
the capital from August 25 to
attend the grand rally.

Teachers leader
Akhtaruzzaman, Principal
Kazi Farook Ahmed and AKM
Zahirul Huq also spoke on the
occasion.

Police subedar
shot: Ctg BCL

activist held

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Aug 17: A po-
lice subedar was shot when ter-
rorists fired on a police team at
Mu’f{halmli this alternoon.
he victim subedar Md
Yunus received bullet injury in
his throat. He was admitted to
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital (CMCH).

The terrorists fired on police
team when it raided Mughaltoli
at 4 pm today to arrest a BCL
activist Saiful Islam Sumon
wanted in criminal cases.

Police also returned

B

fire,

forcing the terrorists to retreat |

and arrested Sumon.

Meanwhile, the BCL activists
staged a demonstration at
Mughaltoli protesting the ar -
rest and damaged some vehf -
cles, police and witnesses said.

A large number of police
were deployed to maintain law
and order.

CAAB employee

arrested for

‘currency trade’
at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

Customs officials at the Zia
[nternational Airport arrested
a Lounge Room Attendant (LRA)
of Civil Aviation Authority of
Bangladesh for |er’0kin'g pas-
sengers to change their foreign
currency at the customs hall
yesterday.

Abdur Rahman, son of
Jasim Uddin, was arrested from
near the conveyer belt along
with Taka and Riyal worth
about Tk. 95,000.

"Rahman was supposed to be
posted at the red area on the
first floor but he was found
with the money near the con-
veyer belt at customs hall”, said
a customs official.

The cash was seized by the

oee page 11 col 3

Gunfight: Chhatak
Al factions file

separate cases

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Aug 17: A tense sit-
uation has been prevailing at
Chhatak upazila headquarters
in Sunamganj district follow-
ing an armed clash between two
rival groups of Awami League
yesterday.

Both the groups filed sepa-
rate cases blaming each other
for the attack.

Chhatak Pourasava Chair-

man Mohammad Majnu Miah

lodged a case accusing over 100
people belonging to the rival
group of the attack.

Tapash Chowdhury, leader
of the other faction, filed an-
other case accusing the ruling
party MP Muhibur Rahman
Manik, Pourasava Chairman
Majnu Miah and 15 others.

Over 100 people were injured
in the clash at Khurma High
School where both the factions
arranged programmes at the

See page 11 col 5

Ey reunion : South Korean Lee Sun-Han
North Korean wife, Hong Kyung-Ok(L),

-
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ang (R), 81, shares a light moment with his
76, whom he had not seen for 50 years, in
Pyongyang yesterday. Lee later returned to South Korea. Story on page 5. —AFP phote
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Confessional statement of Mahiuddin
extracted under duress: Defence

Defence counsel in the
Bangabandhu murder appeal
case told the High Court yester -
day that the confessional
statement of Lt Col (retd)
Mahiuddin Ahmed was ex-
tracted under duress, reports
UNB.

"The confessional statement
of Mahiuddin was taken
forcibly keeping him in illegal
confinement and tlerllgll tor-
ture,” counsel Khan  Saifur
Rahman submitted.

He further submitted that
the magistrate granted the po-
lice seven days' remand of his
client. But his confessional
statement was extracted after
the remand period was over.

The statement is not accept- -

able as it was not read out to
him, and the authorities con-
cern applied force in taking his
signature on the statement.

ter taking all such measures
Mahiuddin was thrown in the
condemned cell, added the
counsel.

Advocate Khan Saifur ar gued
that it is clear that the
statement was taken from his
client through physical torture.

Taking the thread from his

Rab murder

Rangu gives
judicial statement,

sent to jail

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Aug 17: Rangu Lal
Biswas gave judicial statement
to Metropolitan Magistrate
Sabir Ahmed today.

Earlier, on Wednesday mid-
night he confessed to police his
involvement and disclosed who
were behind the conspiracy to
kill AL mayoral candidate S M
A Rab.

Rangu was arrested three
hours after the murder of Rab
on August 11. His brother-in-
law James was also arrested the
same day. Both were once secu-
rity guards of Rab.

Two witnesses, homeopath
Abdur Rashid and his son
Kader, identified Rangu as one
of the killers. The statements of
the witnesses were recorded by
the Metropolitan Magistrate
Rabiur Reza Siddiqui.

The two suspects were taken
on remand for six days lor in-
terrogation showing them ar-
rested in the murder case.

In his judicial statement
Rangu said there were seven
professional Kkillers in the area
where Rab was Killed. He him-
self and two others attacked
and killed Rab while he was
going to offer Juma pravers.

Four other armed men of a
professional Killing squad re-
mained stand-by few vyards

See page 11 col 3

argument on Wednesday, the
counsel said it was found in the
evidence that one Major
Mahiuddin took Bangaband -
hu’s body to Tungipara.

"But my client Lt Col
Mahiuddin i8 not that
Mahiuddin who was described
as Major Lt Col Mahiuddin was
falsely implicated in the case,”
argued the counsel.

Pointing to the deposition of
prosecution witness, he said
Bangabandhu's ADC Rabbani
and Military Secretary were
kept bound tight with rope near
Kalabagan lake on the day of
occurrence and Lt Col Sved
Farooq Rahman set them free
and sent to Ganabhaban.

The counsel also pointed to
deposition of another prosecu -
tion witness who sald that Lt
Col Mahiuddin was present
near the Kalabagan lake. But
when ADC Rabbani came to the
trial court he did not identify
Mahiuddin. If Mahiuddin was
really there, Rabbani could
identify him.

The counsel argued that a
lone witness in his deposition
quoted Mahiuddin as saying
“the Army should resist the
Rakkhi Bahini”. Even if he had
said so, he said it inside the
cantonment. Mahiuddin was
found nowhere in the place of
occurrence nor he was involved
in the killing or conspiracy.

The counsel claimed
Mahiuddin as innocent saving

that he was neither involved in
the killing nor in conspiracy,
and his name was not in the
FIR.

August Sun Sun Sets
Rises I

Aug 18 6-29 pm

Aug 19 | 5-35 am

Prr mins

August 18
- . Azan Jamaat
 Fajr 4-30 { 500 .
- Juma 1 12-15 1-30 |
| AST_ 9-00 9-15
_Maghrib 6-40 6-45
Esha 8-15 8-45

Source: Islamic Foundation

The judges, three lawyers,
two from prosecution and one
from defence. yesterday
walched the video containing
interview of condemned per-
sons Lt Col Abdur Rashid and Lt
Col Syed Farooq Rahman.

The court of Justiy+ Ruhul
Amin and AKM Khaunl Hu
will resume the hearing at 9'3%
am on Sunday.
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TATA __
Import price goes :P |
as Exchange rate

US$ soars...

Buy TATA from
Ready Stock

m Quick settlement of Insurance Policy
through Nitol Insurance Co, Ltd.

Warranty : 6 Months/20,000 k.m.

Country's largest & most modermn
service centre at Tongi.

Original parts at reasonable price.
Guaranteed after sales service.
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76,,“\5 TATA LPT 1313 COVERED VAN
: ALSO AVAILABLE TRUCK,
MINIBUS, BUS,TWIN AXLE TRUCK,
PRIME MOVER, TRAILOR (20FT/40FT.)
ETC. FROM READY STOCK.

For more details please contact:

V). NITOL MOTORS LTD.

(DISTRIBUTOR TATA VEHICLES IN BANGLADESH)
NITOL CENTRE,

71, Mohakhali C/A, Dhaka-1212
Ph: 9887074-76, 9887078-79,
9887069, 9881330, 017-687003
Fax : 880-2-9883121,

E-mail : mnnirul@bol-online.mrﬂj

Accord with Chinese firm to build Paksey Bridge

Roads and Highways De-
partment here yesterday signed
an agreement with Chinese con-
tractors, Major Bridge Engl-
neering Bureau, to construct the
Paksey Bridge over the river
Padma, reports UNB.

The 1.8 kilometre long and

18.1 metre wide road bridge, be-

ing bullt under Japanese assis-
tance at a cost of Tk 647.25
crore, will be the second longest
bridge of the country.

The bridge, which will con-
nect the country's northern re-
glon with the southwestern
part, will have a 10-ki ap-
proach road at the Pabna end

_5'

—

and 6-kim at the Kushtia end.
After its completion by the
year 2003, the bridge will play
an hnportant role In trans-
portation of goods under transit
arrangements among
Bangladesh, Nepal and India,
sald an official handout,
Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain Manju, who
was present during the signing

ceremony at the Sarak Bhaban,

thanked Japan Bank for Inter-
national Cooperation (JBIC) for
its support to the project.

He mentioned the Japanese
assistance for the proposed

|

Rupsha Bridge and hoped that

" proposed

Japan would extend similar
support In constructing the
Padma Bridge at
Mawa In Munshiganj.

The Chinese contractors,
Major Engineering Bureau, will
build the main bridge as well as
carry out the river training
works. Construction work ol
the approach roads will begin
in the next dry season.

US firm Parson Brincker-
hoff and Associates has been
appointed consultant to the
yroject to construcet the four-
que and 17-span concrete
bridge about 300 metres down-
stream of the Hardinge Bridge.

| J

Roads & Highwavs chief en-
gineer M Abdul Wadud and rep-
resentative of Major Bridge En-
gineering Bureau (MBEB) Jhao
Jhi Ping signed the agreement
on behall ol their respective
sicle.

Syed Abul Hossain, MP,
joint secretary to the Ministry
of Communications Abul
Quasem, JBIC representative
Tonomori Sudo, Chinese Em-
bassy olficial Bu Jianguo,
MBERB chairman Yan Wen Xuan
and project director Anwar

Hossain were, among others, '

present.
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