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"INSIDE TODAY
COMMENT

Hasnat Abdul Hye's Devaluing _.. - .- -
Devaluation; Third instalment of :
Anatomy of a Coup: A Journey of &
Quarter Century, Mohammad Badru’l‘:
Ahsan’s The Other Side of Love

SOUTH ASIA

Mansoor Mamoon looks at
people's expeations in India
and Pakistan in The Myth
of Independence, Navine
Murshid's Time for Action,
and AMM Shahabuddin's
It's Summit Time

SPECIAL

Rehman Sobhan looks at
the challenges before
economists in Bangladesh
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FOCUS

Should Bangladesh export
gas to India? If yes, why?
If no, why? Ali Ahmed
Ziauddin explains
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Dial a number
and get the
latest news

By Staff Correspondent

The Daily Star and the
Prothom Alo have signed an

{news updates in

agreement with GrameenPhone
Ltd to introduce news service on
phone,

The GP mobile users would
dial a number and get the latest
nglish and
Bangla round the clock. The in-
novative method to disseminate
latest news will be the first time
in the country

Each caller will hear a two-
inute news flash on latest na-
ional and international
vents.

The news items will be cho-
sen and presented by The Daily
Star and the Prothom Alo.
GrameenPhone will provide the
technical support.

Mahfuz Anam, Editor of The
Daily Star, Motiur Rahman,
Editor of Prothom Alo and
Mehboob Chowdhury, Director
Sales and Marketing of

GrameenPhone signed the
agreement on behalf of their re-

With foreign competition in-
creasing since 1991, Biman
Bangladesh Airlines’ perfor-
mances in terms of operational
frequency, market share and
growth of business have nose-
dived.

Biman's average growth of
both domestic and interna-
tional passengers recorded a
negative one per cent in 1998-99
from 12.4 per cent growth in
1991-92, according to Biman
sources.

Similarly, its cargo business
was 5.8 per cent in the negative
in 1998-99 from 12.5 per cent
growth in 1991-92,

The slide is also observed in
Biman's market share of pas-
sengers and cargo, which were
57.08 per cent and 60.45 per
cent respectively in 1991. But as
competition increased, its
market share shrank to 40.92

By Inam Ahmed

man and foreign carriers, ac-
cording to Biman sources. This
‘capacity imbalance' is lopsided
in favour of foreign carriers
with (ncreasing market share
due to use of higher capacity
aircraft.

Another bomb
hoax for Al

NEW DELHI, Aug 17: An Air
India aircraft was delayed by a
bomb hoax at Delhi’'s interna-
tional airport today in the wake
of two similar incidents the day
before, an airline spokesman
sald, reports AFP.

The aircraft was thoroughly
checked by a bomb disposal
squad and passengers were of-
floaded following a call.
Departure was delayed by about
one-and-a-half hours.

Biman's business
bad since '91

Biman's passenger %rnwlh
from 1990-91 to 1998-9Y was
only three per cent. It had it
recorded 7.6 per cent and 5.9 per
cent growth from 1972-73 to
1979-80 and from 1980-81 to
1989-90.

"Biman s now suffering
[rom operational deficiencies
and financial constraints
which are impediments to fleet
modernisation to compete in
the market,” sald high Biman
official.

The debt and equity of Bi-
man in 1996-97 financial vear
were Tk 7178.90 million and Tk
3534.86 million respectively,
comprising a debt-equity ratio
of 67: 33, which should ideally
be 60:40, the sources pointed
out,

"But due to budgetary con-
straints, the government can
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SKS admits encroachment

but refuses to move

By Staff Correspondent

The Sena Kalyan Sangstha
(SKS) has officially admitted
encroaching upon 600 feet by
160 feet of foreshore and 97 feet
by 160 feet of main channel of
the river Buriganga at Posto-
gola In city but has refused to
retreat from the foreshore area,
according to sources.

Admitting the massive en-
croachment, top SKS officials
signed a report of a survey on
Wednesday. The SKS and Bl-
WTA, which is the custodian of
the river, following series of re-
ports published in The Dalily
Star conducted the survey.

The SKS filled about 2.15
acres of the river by dumping
2.5 million cubic feet of earth to
build godown and berthing fa-
cilities. The reports also trig-
gered a public outery and more
than 60 organisations, led
POROSH, launched a Save Buri-
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countrywide
demonstration
on Sunday

F By Staff Correspondent

The Central Liaison
Committee of BNP-led opposi-
tion alllance yesterday an-

SC Bar faces split
over contempt case

By Special Correspondent

The Supreme Court Bar As-

legal matters.
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Consequences
for contempt
of court

By Nazmul Ashraf

Whalt can be the conse-

| Medical University Hospital,
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I'm least bothered about
filing of case: PM

By Staff Correspondent

Save Buriganga
Movement

leader threatened
By Staff Correspondent.

A leader of the Save
Buriganga Movement was
threatened over telephone by an
anonymous caller:prior to yes-
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