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yria. Venue: Ballroom of Hotel Sonargaon. Time: 10.00 am.
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of Fine Arts, D

an will begin. Venue:
aﬂn‘ UIII\:ng-SiI}*. Time: Inauguration: 5 30 pm;

regular timing: 2.00 pm-7.30 pm.

Zainul Gallery, Institute

' Cu]tural evening: Rangs Electronies Ltd will hold a

cultural evening. Venue:
pm.

Seminar : Centre {D{J &ltlvnn;ed
Inivers
u[tsngfakz-ﬂl;:\mrdl.'y\fenuc : CARSS, DU cam-

ence (CARSS)
“Political Thou
pus. Time : 11.00 am.

cers

ub, Bailey Road. Time: 7.30

Research in Social Sci-
will hold a seminar on

Handicraft exhibition: Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka presents a handicraft exhibition b Clement N Ascen-
sforn. The items are in wood. jute. tablecloths, pillow covers,
leather products etc. Venue: Cafeteria of Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka. 26 Mirpur Rd. Time: 9.00 am-12.00 noon, 5.00 pm- 8 .00

pin.

Vocal CIBSSICHI Music: High Commission of India

resents a vocal recital by Zainul Abedin. a singer from India.
B‘enuc: Auditorium of the High Commission of India, House no
25. Rd no 2, Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 10.00 am.

Film show: Alliance Francaise de Dhaka will screen
three movies That Night in Varennes, The Watchmaker of
Saint-Paul and Elisa. Venue: Auditorium of Alliance Francaise
de Dhaka, 26 Mirpur Rd, Dhanmondi. Time: 11.00 am, 4.00 pm

and 6.00 pin.

Lottery draw: The draw of the Sandhani Blinduess
Eradication Lottery, 2000 will be held. Chief guest: Minister for
Industries Tofail Ahmed. Venue: Jativa Press Club premises.

Time: 2.30 pm.
Exhibition: callery 21

hibition of artiste Atia

presents the 1st solo painting ex-
slam Anne. Venue: Gallery 21, 765

Satmasjid Rd, Dhanmondi. Time: 5.30 pm.

Exhibition: Rangs Electronics presents a two-day long
andio video adventure Exhibition 2000. Venue: Hotel Sheraton

Rain likely

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by

temporary
country wit

sty wind may occur at many places over the
moderately heavy to heavy falls at places over

Chittagong, Rajshahi, Barisal and Sylhet divisions during the
next 24 hours till 6 pm today, reports UNB.
Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged during the

period, Met office said.

Yesterday's highest temperature of 33.7 degree Celsius was
recorded at Chuadanga and the lowest of 23.0 degree at

Rangamati.

tomorrow at 5.34 am.

e sun sets in the capital today at 6.30 pm and rises

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity

recorded in some major cities and towns vesterday were:

City/Town Temperature in Humidity in

Celsius percentage
g dod e’ Max’ Min Moming vening,
Dhaka™s 577 547, 31.6 27.5 76 ?g‘
-Chittagong 30.0 23.2 98 98
Rajshahi 32.4 27.0 88 76
Khuina 33.2 26.4 90 93
Barisal 32.2 25.7 79 87
Sylhet 31.0 25.5 90 100
Cox's Bazar 28.5 24.2 98 100

PBCP leader
Shailen Biswas,
his wife jailed
for 10 years

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Aug 16: Shailen
Biswas, leader of outlawed
Purba Banglar Communist
Party (PBCP) and his wife
Nilimma Biswas have been
awarded ten years rigorous im-
prisonment in a case recorded
with Dumuria thana of Khulna
district under Arms Act in
1998.

The judgement was delivered
foday by Abdul Quddus Mia.

cording to prosecution,
?olice recovered a shutter gun
r

om the possession of Nilima.
wife of Shailen Biswas, ring
leader of the Dumuria-base
unit of Purbo Banglar
Communist Party.

The arms was recovered
from his house at Rangpur vil-
lage under Dumuria thana.

Nilima was arrested for con -
cealing the arms in absence of
her husband.

Shailen surrendered to po-
lice last year.

Blast in city : 3
children hurt

Three minor boys were ji;-
jured in a bomb explosion at
Kamrangirchar on the out-
skirts of the city vesterday, re.
ports UNB.

Hospital sources said Mizan,
8. Helal. 10, and Murad. 10,
were Injured when unidentified
niiscreants hurled a bomb
While they were playing under
Kamrangirchar Bridge.

They  were admitted to
Dhaka Medfcal College Hospi-

tal with serions splinter in-
Juries,

87-member police
Icam leaves for

N Kosovo mission

. An 87-member police team
et the city for Kusml?: yesterday
1o take part in the UN peace
keeping mission in the war torn
Balkan state for one Year, re.
ports BSS. * '

Theyv will act as executive po-

Jice of the United Nations team.

Led by Police Super Mahbul
Mohsin the team Includes 1wo
;\ilﬁllimml SPs. two ASPs. 49
uspectors, 29 Sub-inspec
illlfl 21 Sergeants. g

Farlier the team members
et with Inspector General of
Folice Nuril Huda who advised
e 1o I:hold the hmage of the
 Counuy through their %mm-sly
hard work in the UN s -

Congratulations

Fahim Rashid, son of Afreen
Kamal and Kamal Rashid
Chowdhury, has won a Univer-
sity Scholars scholarship for
2000-01 at the University of
Richmond, says a press re-
lease. :

The scholarship, valued at
$10.070, pays one-half tuition
and is renewable annually for
elght semesters of undergradu-
ate study at the University of
Richmond. -

Students are selected for this
award on the basis of academic

abllity. creativity and individual-
Ism.

SBM demonstration
In city today

Save the Buriganga Move-
ment (SBM) will demonstrate in
front of Sena Kalyan Bhaban at
IT am today to register its
protest against the encroach-
ment of the river and contami-

nation of it's water, reports
UNB.

Extending their solidarity
with the SBM, various devel-
opment and human rights

agencies. professionals, stu-
deuts, teachers and freedom
fighters will join the demon-
stration.

Later, a rally will be held
near the BIWTA office demand-
Ing limmediate execution of the
BIWTA order to demolish or
remove 200 fllegal structures on
the river.

They will also submit mem-
oranda to the chairmen of Sena
Kalyan Sangstha and BIWTA.
said a press release yesterday.

- Correction

Sarawat Chowdhury., who
works with the Wurldy Bank,
was a participant in the work-
shnr on 'Disasters and
Livelihoods' organised by ITDG
and Disaster Forum.

But In our report on the
workshop, published on August
15, It was inadvertently men-
tloned that she was a partici-
pant from WHO.

Shopkeepers and employees of Peer Yamini Market held a demonstration in the city
yvesterday demanding permission allowing movement of rickshaws and rickshaw-vans on

the roads in front of the market.

— Star photo

National Mourning Day
observed abroad

The National Mourning Day
and 25th martyrdom anniver-
sary of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman was observed on Tues-
day at different Bangladesh
missions abroad with due
solemnity, according to mes-
sages received in Dhaka, re-
ports BSS.

Bangladesh mission in New
Delhi arranged various pro-
grammes in observance ol the
day. The national flag was
hoisted half-mast at the
chancery building.

A milad mahfil was held
where special prayvers were of-
fered seeking divine blessings
lor the departed souls of Banga-
bandhu and most of his family
members who were assassi-
nated on the fateful night of Au-
gust 19.

Baugladesh Deputy Iligh
Commission in Calcutia also
organised a discussion. which
was attended. among others, by
eminent intellectuals. writers,
educationists and political
leaders.

Bangladesh High Comniis-
sion in Islamabad observed
with due solemnity the 25th
death anuniversary of Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in a
day-long programme at the
chancery premises on Tuesday.

The National Flag was
hoisted at half mast in the

morning at the chauncery.

High Comunissioner Alimul
Haque later inaugurated an ex-
hibition of thé posters and pho-
tographs along with a video
projection of the life and
achievements of Bangabandh.

In the evening, a discussion
on Bangabandlin was held.

Intellectuals.  politicilans
and retired bureaucrats, among
others, participated in the dis-
cussion which was chaired by
the High Comunissioner. No-
table, among others, who spoke
on the occasion were Syed Alam
Der Raza, veteran politician
Ahmed Raza Kasuri, Deputy
High Commissioner Ms Nasim
Firdaus and delence advisor of
the Mission Brig M Mustaltizur
Rahman.

Pwelling at length on the
human qualities of Banga-
bandhu, Mr Raza said that
Sheikh Mujib would not hesi-
tate to go to the gallows for the
cause ol his people and he was
all through uncompromising
on his principle of realising the
rights of the commonmen

The Bengali conumunity in
the UK observed the National
Mourning Day on Tuesday in a
befitting manner.

The Bangladesh High Com-
mission in London and different
socio-political organisations ob-
served the 25th martyrdom
annlversary of the Father of the

Nation, amid elaborate s pro-
grammes,

The officials and staff of the
High Commission assembled at
the mission yesterday morning
where High Commissioner A H
Mahmood Ali hoisted the na-
tional flag at half-mast and the
national anthem was played.
They placed wreaths at the por-
trait of the Bangabandhu.

Later, a discussion meeting
was held at the mission where
the speakers pald rich tributes
to the Bangabandhu and dis-
cussed different aspects of the
great leader’s achlevements.

The meeting, chaired by High
Commissioner A H Mahmood
Ali, was addressed, among oth-
ers, by Investment Minister
Ahmed Hossain Joarder, Minis-
ter (Press) Abu Musa Mo-
hammed Hasan, Counsellor
and Head of Chancery S M Za-
hidur Rahman, First Secretary
(Commerce) Mahmud Reza
Khan and Attache Syed Nazmul
Huda. Auditor Ismail Hossain
and Administrative Officer Abul
Hossain recited poems written
in memory of the Banga.-
bandhu

Bangladesh mission in Bei-
jing observed National Mourn-
ing Day and the 25th anniver-
sary ol martyrdom of Father ol
the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on
Tuesday with due to solemnity,

. L |

Human chain
formed 1n front
of US embassy

Huundreds of protesters yes-
terday formed a silent human
chain in front of the US em-
bassy in Dhaka demanding ex-
tradition of the killers of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman who are now living in
the USA and Canada, reports
BSS.

Wearing black T-shirts, they
carried different posters and
festoons inscribed with the de-
mands to bring the killers back
and submitted a memorandum
to the chief security officer of
the embassy in this regard, a
press release said.

Bangabandhu Centre organ-
ised thqjiuman chain to mark
the 25 anniversary of the
Bangabandhu's killing and the
National Mourning Day.

Convenor of the organisation
Jamal Uddin Yusuf led the hu-
man chain. Eminent intellectual
Dr Mazharul Islam, General
Secretary of Muktijuddher
Chetna Bastabayan and
Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Commit-
tee Prof Abdul Mannan and
noted TV artiste Jamaluddin
Hossain expressed their solidar-
itv 1o the protesters, the press
release added.

Bangla programmes
on German TV

German TV channel Offener
Kannal Berlin began broadcast-
ing Bengall programmes on
mrlm%htly basis on Monday, re-
ports UNB.

The first of the series of the
programmes, an hour-long live
talk show in Bangla, was tele-
cast. Counsellor of the Embassy
of Bangladesh to Berlin,
Muhammad Imran and a
number of Bangladeshi expatri-
ates including artistes, cultural
personalities and noted en-
trepreneurs took part in the
talk show.

Initiating the discussion,
which was held on the eve of
25th anniversary of martyrdom
of the father of the nation, Iin-
ran paid tribute to the memory
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
{ibur Rahman and explained his

1istoric role in leading the Ben-
gali nation to freedom.

According to a message re-
ceived In the city on Tuesday,
it's the first time that a Ger-
man TV channel had a pro-

ramme on Bangladesh In
angla language,

The TV channel will broad-
cast simlilar Bengall pro-
granunes on fortnightly basis,

DU provides
dengue preventive
medicine

Dhaka University Homoeo
Healthcare Centre has started
providing preventive medicine
of dengue fever to resist the dis-
ease, reports UNB.

Students, teachers, officlals
Ancd stall of the university are
recewing the medicine from the

| centre.
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DCC begins study
on aedes

mosquito today

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) in association with Cen-
tre for Health and Population
Researclr will begin a study on
growth area of aedes mosquito-
the dengue virus carrier.

According to sonrces, 30 ar-
eas or regions of Dhaka city
have been selected for the ran-
dom study to be carried out by
university students Stllil}’ill%
zoology and other branches o
science dealing with animals.

“Scientists of the centre have
agreed to work with DCC in the
study that will comumence to-
day. The focus of the study is to
find out areas where aedes
mosquitoes are breeding and
how widespread it is.” said a
DCC official.

"The results, will give us vi-
tal clues on how scattered aedes
mosquito is in the citv.” the of-
ficial said.

Subsequently, other areas
where dengue infection has
been widespread will come -
der cover of this continued but
short study.

A day-long orientation
course on how to conduct the
studies will be carried out at the
DCC Bhaban Wednesday. Three
medical entomologists will be
supervising the study expected
to be completed by this month

Trader shot
dead in city

By Staff Correspondent

A young trader was shot dead
by unidentified armed men at
Chandni Chawk market in the
city last night.

Mohammad Liton, son of
Abdul Hamid was shot by two
unidentified gunmen while he
was walking on the first floor at
about 7:45 pm yesterday.

Fatally injured Liton was
rushed to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital where the at -
'E“d“lﬁ doctor declared him
dead. The body was sent to the
DMCH morgue for autopsy.

Liton was a cut piece clothes

* trader at Chandni Chawk mar -

ket in the city, He is a resident
ol East Rampura.

The reason behind the
Killing could not be known
immediately,

Meanwhile, mystery

shirouds the death of a maid at
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital Tuesday ni&ln.

Selima Akther. 15, who was
working as domestic help at the
residence of one Yunus Hossain
at Mirpur was admitted to the
DMCH with eritical Injuries on
Monday.

There were marks of assanh
injury in different parts of Liw
body.

After admitting her ar the
DMCH the landlord went hid -
ng. The mald died at the DMCI |
on Tuesday night, The body was
sent to the DMCH morgue for
aulopsy.

v
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“;almht i’or arrest
of BNP MP Sarwar

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Aug 16: Md Abdus
Samad, judge, PSA Special
Tribunal here issued an war -
rant of arrest against BNP MP
Advocate Mojibar Rahman
Sarwar of Barisal-5 todav.

The court rejected his time
prayer petition as earlier he
failed to appear in the court
twice.

The court also issued show
cause notice on the guarantors.

A case was filed under PSA
against Mojibar Rahman
Sarwar, also Barisal district
BNP president and 12 others on
May 26 with Kotwali thana. Of
the accused, 11 are still ab-
sconding,

Charge would be framed in
the same court on August 23.

MPs: Case

From page |
could not do so on that day due
to a dispute with the Supreme
Court Bar Association over the
issue.

Finally, the dispute was re-
solved and President of the
Supreme Court Bar Association
Barrister Mainul Hosein filed
the contempt petition yesterday.

A top BNP leader said in the
changed situation’, the opposi-
tion legislators have now decided
to file the petition on Monday.
"We are also buying some time
because 31 more MPs will sign
individual vokalatnamas for the
contempt petition. Some of
them are abroad and some
others are {l1." |

He said the decision to shift
the date for filing the petition
was taken through discussion
with lawyers of the Supreme
Court, leaders of Jatiya Party
and Jamaat-e-Islami.

Sources concerned said so
far 100 opposition MPs -- 85
from BNP, 12 from JP and 3
from Jamaat-- have signed
vokalatnamas. Though DBNP
Chairperson and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament
Khaleda Zia and Jatiyva Party
chief HM Ershad have signed
the vokalatnamas, it Is yet to be
decided whether they would be
plaintiffs or not.

When contacted, BNP Secre-
tary General Abdul Mannan
Bhulyan sald a decision in this
regard would be taken shortly,

BNP Standing Committee
member Barrister Moudud
Ahmed will file the contempt
petition on behalf of the opposi-
tion lawmakers on Monday.,

Meanwhlile, lawmakers of
BNP, Jatlya Party and Jamaat
have been asked to assemble al
the official resldence of the
Leader of the Opposition in Par-
llament on Monday at 9 am.
They will then go to the High
Court for filing the petition,

sources sald the Whips of
BNP and JP have asked the
MPs who have not yet signed
vokalatnamas for the contempt
petition to rush to the city for
signing those and to be present
al lhl‘ Opposition Leader's
residence at 9 am on Monday.

|
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PM addresses |1H0mage to Bangabandhu

discussion meet
In city today

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will address a discus-
slon meeting at Paltan Maldan
at 4 pm today, reports UNB.

Awainl League has organised
the discussion meeting to mark
the 25th death anniversary of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Raliman.

Foreign  Minister Abdus
samat Azad will preside over
the miceting. sald a press re-
lease.

Film star Shakil
files civil suit
for restitution
of conjugal life
By Court Correspondent

Mohammad Shakil Khan, a
film star, filed a civil suit with
the fourth assistant judge's
court, Dhaka, yesterday for
restitution of eonjugal life.’

He also filed another petition
seeking to restrain the defen-
dant, Sadlka Parveen Poppy,
from going abroad and entering
into a contract of marriage with
another person during the pen-
dency of the suit.

Four people have been made
defendants in the suit. They are
Sadika Parveen Poppy, her
parents -- Miah Amir Hossain
and Mariam Merry -- and her
cousin Sheikh Amanat.

After the hearing, the court
passed an order to issue sum-
mons on the defendants to reply
as to why they should not be
prevented from doing have to
the plaintiff.

The judge also directed
Poppy to appear before the
court within five days from the
date of receipt of notice to reply
why a temporary injunction
should not be granted against

"her.

In his complaint, Shaklil said
that he had entered into a
matrimonial contract with
Sadika Parveen Poppy fixing an
amount of Tk 5,000,001 as
dower through a nikahnama on
April 6 this year. They had been
living together as husband and
wife since the marriage was sol-
emnized. But In collusion with
the three other defendants,
Poppy refused it and filed a
case against Shakil Khan with
Ramna thana on charges of
physical torture, attempt on life
and molestation on August 2

The Ramna police arrested
Shakil Khan on August 5.
Later, he was released on bail.

Japanese envoy
calls on FM

Kazuyoshi Urabe, Japanese
Ambassador to Bangladesh,
called on Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad at his official resi-
dence'in the ¢ity yvesterday. re-
ports BSS. '

They discussed different as-
pects of Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Yoshiro Mori's visit to
Bangladesh.

Janakantha
From page 12
such conspiracy to disrupt
peace, stability and harmony in
the industry.

Leaders said that newsmen
workers and employees of
Janakantha are being lorced to
work even on public holidays as
the management threatens to
sack them otherwise.

Referring to Janakantha's
claim that it published 6.50
lakh copies in perspective of
readers demand yesterday,
leaders questioned whether
there is any printing press in
Bangladesh which can print
6.50 lakh copies within a few
hours time. They alleged that
the Janakantha management
was deceiving readers through
such a false {%ailll

They warned of tougher ac-
tion if the Janakantha man-
agement creates any more ob-
stacles regarding public holi-
days and other matters at the
scheduled meeting of BSP on
August 19.

Contempt case

From page |

fear or favour and the petition
for contempt is to help the
judges assert firmly and un-
equivocally the independence of
the Judiciary from the Execu-
tive in the exercise of their fun-
damental rights as the
guardian of the Constitution.”

In a related development,
Secretary of the SCBA Shahidul
Karim Siddiqi told UNB
Barrsiter Mainul Hosein “had
violated the SCBA constitufion
by filing the petition himsell
Any petition or suit on behall of
the of association has to be filed
by the Secretary unless decided
otherwise.” He sald that he was
neither aware of anything about
(iling ol the contempt petition by
the SCBA President nor he was
informed about it.

He also told the news agency,
“General members of the asso-
clation In an application de-
manded convening of a general
meeting to discuss the situation
arising out of violation of SCBA
constitution by the President of
the association”.

When contacted last night
Mainul Hosein said he filed the
petition as per a decision of the
o>CBA. Bdth the President and
the Secretary were authorised
by the Executive Committee of
the SCBA to do so. Later, Mr
oiddigl was relieved on his re-
quest as he did not want to be
a party to the petition. he said.

Manul Hosein said he had in-
formed him (Siddiky) even be-
lore ﬂ"llg the ]]t‘tilil‘ill }'t‘htt‘l'ild}'
moruing,

He further sald possibly the
Sceretary was coming under
ressure from  those who had
misled’" the PM . “I never
wanted to politicise the issue
and did not tag the signatures
of . over 300 lawvers with the
petition. They had earlier signed

Froin page |

ings while the national flag flew
at hall-mast to show respect to
the national hero.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Shelkh Hasina began the day's
programme by placing wreaths
at the portrait of Bangabandhu
at Bangabandhu Museum at
5:30 In the morning.

A contingent drawn from the
three services gave an armed
salute during the placing of

| wreaths while the bugle played

the last post.

Members of the cabinet,
MPs, politicians, chiefs of the
three services and high civil and
military officlals were present to
show thelr respect {o the Father
of the Nation.

From Dhanmondi, the Prime
Minister went to Bananl grave.-
yard to place wreaths at the
raves of other members of
angabandhu's family who
were also massacred on August
15.

Later, the Pritne Minister left
the capital for Tungipara to of-
ler fateha and place wreath at
the grave of Bangabandhu.

At Tungipara, the Prime
Minister visited the mazar of
Bangabandhu at her ancestral
home and placed wreath.

A smart contingent drawn
from the three services gave an
armed salute and the army
bugle played the last post.
Sheikh Hasina stood in solemn
silence for sometime and joined
the munajat.

Her only sister, Sheikh Re-
hana, and only son, Sajib Wa-
jed Joy, also accompanied the
Pritne Minister.

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Sheikh Fazlul Karim
Seliim, Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain Manju. State
Minister for Energy Prof Raligul
Islam. State Minister for Social
Wellare Dr Mozammel Hossain,
State Minister for Women Af-
falrs Prof Zinatunnesa
Talukder, Sheikh Helaluddin
MP. chiefs of the three services,
and leaders and workers of dis-
trict Awami League were pre-
sent.

As soon as the Prime Minis-
ter left the place, hundreds of
people from all walks of life
thronged the mazar defying
strong security.

After placing wreath, the
Prime Minister inaugurated a
blood donation programme on
the mazar premises. The pro-
gramme was organised by

Bangladesh Red Crescent Socl-
ety, Lions Club of Gopalganj
and the district administration.

In Dhaka City, Awaml
League and different socio cul-
tural organisations arranged
Qurankhwanli. milad mahfil,
blood donation programme and
feeding the destitute in every
ward,

Food Minister Amir Hossain
Amu. Home Minister Moham-
mad Nasim and State Minister
for Shipping Molazzal Hossain
Chowdhury Maya attended
some of these programmes.

Natlonal dailies published
special supplements with arti-
cles on the eventful life and
work of Bangabandhu as well
as the history of the nation's
struggle for independence.

State-owned Bangladesh
Television (BTV), and privately
run Ekushey Television (ETV),
Channel { and ATN Bangla tele-
cast day-long programmes
highlighting the significance of
the day.

The ETV telecast the day's
programmmes live from Tungi-
para and Bangabandhu Mu-
seum in Dhaka.

Islamic Foundation organised
day-long Qurankhwanl and Doa
mah/fil at the Baitul Mukarram
National Mosque to seek divine
blessings for the martyrs of the
Au%lsl tragedy.

n this occasion AL chief
and Prime Minister Shelkh
Hasina will address a party
rally at Paltan Maidan in the
city today (Thursday).

Different soclo-cultural and
political organisations also
chalked out separate pro-
grammes marking the National
Mourning Day.

The organisations include
Jativa Party (Mizan-Manju).
Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB), Gono Forum,
Bangabandhu Jubo Parishad,
Awami Ulema League. Sechcha-
sevak League, Bangladesh
Christian League. Dhaka Club
Limited. Conunittee for Annihi-
lation of the Killers of 1975.

Muktijoddah Smriti Sangrakhan
Sangsad and different front or-
ganisations of AL and their
units.

Bangla Academy, National
Museum and Shilpakala
Academy, Nazrul Institute and
National Book Centre jointly or-
ganised a discussion on 'Society,
Culture and State: Bangaband-
hu’s Thought' at National Mu-
seum at 5 pm yesterday.

From page |
the first leg of his four-nation
tour.

The announcement put an
end to the confusion over what
observers believe finalisation
of the itinerary of Mori's visit

It is learnt that governunent
negotiators insisted on inclu
sion of a visit to the Banga-
bandhu Museum in the
itinerary but the Japanese side
did not agree to it till Tuesday
evening.

The veil of uncertainty about
Mori's visit was lifted within
hours after the Japanese side
conveyed to the Foreign Min-
istry its acceptance of a visit to
the Bangabandhu Museums
Yushiro Mori would now be the
first prime minister from a ma-
jor democratic nation to visit
the Museum.

Facing a barrage of ques-
tions from newsmen as to why
high ranking officials and even
a minister had hinted and
spoken of ‘uncertainty’ of the
Japanese PM's visit, the For-
eign Secretary sajd. "There was
no confusion or tussle over
Mori's visit.”

However, he admitted.
“There was an element of uncer-
tainty” in view of the flood situ-
ation in the country. He did not
refer to dengue, as was made
earlier along with floods.

Sami said, "Despite every-
thing, it was found possible to
arrange a suitable welcome for
the visiting dignitary.”

Responding to questions as
to what had led the home side to
term the visit uncertain, he said
there was no particular reason
except the deteriorating flood
situation.

Asked if the report of the
state-run news agency BSS and
official comments had marred
the pre-arrival atmosphere and
created bitterness between the

retary said. "We have a very
good atmosphere. There was no

" bitterness.”

As per the programme an-
nounced by the Foreign Secre-
tary. Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and her Japanese conn-
terpart will hold official talks
Besides, Mori will pay a cour-
tesy call on President Sha-
habuddin Ahmed. inaugurate
the Maternal and Child Health
Institute at Azimpur, attend a
banquet hosted by Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina and visit
the Jativa Smriti Soudha at
Savar to payv tribute to martyrs

Shikdar
From page 12

plices of Shikdar at the time of
the brutal murder.,

Noor-e-Alam in his confes-
sional statement on September
2 last year sald Shikdar and
other accused in the case
hacked Jubo League activist
Siraj to death on the night of
October 2, 1997 at the Skid
Ghat,
Ershad cut the entire body
of Siraj Into three pieces and
dumped them Into the river
Bhairab on the same night,
Noor-e-Alam said in his judicial
statement.
The clothes and skull of Siraj
were, however, recovered from
the riverbed by divers of
Bangladesh Navy in October
last vear which were later fden-
tified by Surjo Banu. mother of

Siraf,

He was murdered for not

supporting Shikdar in women
and drug traffickings, Noor-e-

| Alam said.

two countries, the Foreign Sec-.

Mori coming

of the liberation war

Mori is due to arrive on Au-
gust 19 in the aftermoon. head-
ing an 80-mewmber official con-
tmgent and a media teamn of
around 60 members

The entourage of Mori will
include Chief Cabhinet Seere-
tary, Memnibers of Parliament
and business leaders

Bangladesh and Japan will
sign four project agreements
during the visit. These would
include one on the much
awaited Rupsha bridge project
Japan is the largest bilateral
donor of Bangladesh

Russian Sub

From page 12
Barents Sea were very bad with
rescuers unable to more
than a few centimeters. he said
"Sand and silt envelop the
capsule causing zero visibility,~
said a navy officer. who
declined to be nained

~C

The latest rescue attempl
involved a larger mnore
powerful capsule called the

Bester, and it was hoped it
would be able to better handle
the swift currents on the sea
floor, officials said.

A smaller rescue capsule
that tried four times during the
night to reach the submarine
was forced back to the surface
after running out of oxygen,
navy officials said. Its batteries
were being recharged and the
two capsules would work in
turns, they said.

"We always hope for
success,” said navy spokesman
Capt. Igor Dygalo. "But as our
work over night showed, we
discovered several negative
factors.”

Bad weather on the surface
today was also hampering the
operation, with high winds and
waves buffeting rescue ships.
About 20 ships were taking part
in the operation

O1l, gas prices

From page |

raise petroleum prices on the
ground that the international oil
price had skyrocketed and that
the Bangladesh Petroleunmn Cor-
lmratmu (BPC) had suffered a
oss of Tk 1300 crores in last
one vear. The BPC pays tax to
the tune of over Tk 2000 crores
every vear to the government
against the oil imports, sources
said.

Petrol and octane are selling
at Tk 23 and Tk 25 per litre,
respectively fromm vesterday,
while diesel and kerosene are
both selling at Tk 15.50 per
litre.

The price of furnace oil has
gone up by Tk 1.50 a litre while
{;:t tuel for domestic airlines has
een raised to Tk 19 per litre
from TK 16.62. The same was
reduced for international air-
lines by 9 US cents per litre to
31 US cents, however.

The government in 1997 had
increased the prices ot petrol
and octane to Tk 21 and Tk 23
per litre from Tk 13 and Tk 14
respectively, on the ground that

the oil price in international
market had gone up. Prices of
other petroleum
also increased slightly,

rocluets were

The government had

promised to reduce prices when
the oil prices would go down.
but it never kept the prouise
although oil prices nosedived in
1998-99.
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