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Show Some Action

an imminent-looking environmental

plan is bound to sound out of date. From that point

government functionaries and reputed civil
soclety leaders. They have decided to study Dhaka's
physical conditions at length before they are in a
position presumably to chart out a corrective
course of action against the environmental
degradation bedevilling the metropolitan life to its
core. But if there are gaps to be filled in the study
results already available on the structural aspects
of Dhaka and a whole lot of other corelated mat-

ters pertaining to urban demography, physical
amenities, road network, built-up areas and state
of pollution and congestion, then of course, a
focused study on the missing links would be
necessitated. Otherwise, we could be ending up
adding another set of recommendations to the
suggestions galore that remain with us as a
monument of our failure to act on them.

There have been studies sponsored by the Asian
Development Bank, UNDP and World Bank into
the vital aspects of urban life with useful recom-
mendations emanating from time to time making
up quite a repository of knowledge on the subject
we can fall back on in case of any need. Assurances
of financial and technical assistance were also
dovetailed to them but nothing concrete has re-
sulted from the suggestions offered by way ol im-
proving the physical infrastructure and environ-
mental conditions of Dhaka City. Pity!

We are not trivialising the need for study, espe-
cially when eminent citizens are likely to be asso-
ciated with the endeavour. Nevertheless, the point
we would like to drive home as far as the govern-
ment, the ministries of environment local gov-
ernment and public works and the Rajuk are con-
cerned is that they better show some action now
after their unpardonable, Rip Van Winkle sleep.
Just pick out a few key recommendations from the
voluminous files of yours and implement them on

a double-quick basis to save Dhaka from a catas-

trophe.
Regulate Acid Supply

ESPITE the provision for capital punishment
against acid throwers incidence of the crimes,
especially on women. is alarmingly on the rise.
Only in the month of July 2000, there were as
many as twenty-five such reported cases according
to statistics provided by the human rights
organisation named 'Odhikar'. There might havc
been incidents that went unreported. Though the
acid throwers could be proceeded against for
violation of law there is hardly any effective rule
against or control over the sale of acids in the open
market and as this dangerous chemical is easily
Yavailable, miscreants can always use them at will
on their targets. The Bangladesh Mahila Ainjibi
Samity (BNWLA), an organisation of - women
lawyers of Bangladesh, has therefore moved the
High Court for restricting uncontrolled sale of
acids and the court has issued a rule nisi on the
relevant ministries and officials in this behalf,
according to a report in Bangla daily Prothom Alo
on Tuesday. When the incidents occur in quick
succession across the country the relevant
government departments wake up from their
somnolence fluttering their wings momentarily
but before long they would return to their cocoons
once the dusts will have settled down. The victims
do not get the help they need from the law enforcers
when they are bullied around by the perpetrators.
The acid throwers can be awarded capital punish-
ment as a deterrent for others but there is hardly
ariy punishment for the seller or supplier of this
dangerous substance. Acid is easily and readily
available in the country and unless there is total
accountability of import and sale of the material
acid throwing can hardly be checked. Our borders
being porous with other countries various kinds
of acids get smuggled into the country which makes
it difficult to control and supervise the sale and use
of these substances. The government must take all
possible measures to stop unauthorised entry of
acids into the country through the borders and put
some sort of mechanism in place for regulating
import and sale of such dangerous r:hemica%s.

Disaster Management

IVEN the reality of recurring disasters visiting

her Bangladesh by now should have had a
disaster management plan in hand capable of
meeting any exigency. But obviously we are yet to
have one. Miseries should not be measured by the
level of floodwater only. Both immediate and
longer-term preventive measures are very crucial
for the survival of people amidst floods and
cyclones.

A day-long consultative workshop on "Disasters
and Livelihoods"” was held on Monday by represen-
tatives of some non-%overnmem and private or-
ganisations, who emphasised the need for creating
awareness among rural people in mitigating disas-
ters like arsenic contamination, floed and river
erosion. The discussants have thrown up certain
ideas of which we are picking up a few for com-
ments.,

The most immediate step, in managing disaster,

mapping the vulnerable areas. This will go a long
way in minimising the loss of life and property in-
curred every year. This initiative, however, will
have to be a combined effort of both government
and non-government or%anlsations. because the
challenge is too big to be faced singlehandedly. The
partnership is crucial for devising different disas-
ler management strategies and organising training
programmes for the personnel involved in imple-
menting them. Alongside, community participa-
tion is essential for hell}ing the agencies concerned
to ensure that the affected people move in time to
| the shelter centres and that t’my receive health
| and hygiene support in the post-disaster period.
The longer-term plan should incorporate tree
plantation, particularly In coastal areas. Partici-
pation of the rural people in various micro finance
projects will help relieve the distress to a signifi-
cant extent, especially in char and haor areas. Ev-
erything has to be done keeping in mind crop fail-

ure, shrlnkln% job opportunities for daily labour-
ers and loss of lives.

HEN action is all we need to save Dhaka from
disaster, talk of committee formation and study

of view, we may be a bit cynical about the outcome
of a meeting recently held between some top

should be to bolster the forecasting system and |

HE easiest and
intellectually, the lazlest
res to the Kashmir

ceasefire’'s collapse is cynicism:
nothing ever es in Kashmir.
The next easiest but even worse

response s to‘il}'-m that so long
as an India-unfriendly Kﬂr;ﬁme
rules Islamabad, no nir
truce can hold.

The Vajpayee government
chose the second option when Mr
Advani unleashed a tirade

t Pakistan. However, it may
not be Islamabad, but theé 15
other Jehad Council groups that
impelled HM to insist on the
ludicrous August 8 deadline, Gen
Pervez Musharraf would be loath
to seem to obstruct any peace
process today when he faces
severe international laolaat;lun. !
seen parochially anti-
Pagysmew Delhl bynaks ltoamg
the gains it scored entering
into a dialogue with HM for
(nsaniyat, without nitpickin
preconditions. This was an act o
unusual wisdom.

However, it can still revive the
reconcillation process. It is In
everybody's interest that a
ceasefire {s brought into effect.
This must be done despite the
terrible August 10 bomb blasts in
Srinagar,

Much went wrong with the
under-prepared dialogue
process. There was no agreed
agenda. Bureaucrats rather than
politicians handled it. HM's
guerrillas couldn't appreciate
subtleties, e.g. Mr Vajpayee's
attempt to work aro rather
than within the Constitution.
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After the Kashmir Ceasefire : Reviving the Peace Proces -
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Praful Bidwai writes from New Delhi

The ceasefire has been aborted. But the whole episode is still a gain. To build ;cpon it, New Delhi must
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adopt a conciliatory stand and Islamabad must sincerely welcome a dialogue. It would be premature to
demand Pakistan's participation today. The Vajpayee government is not yet ready.

However, the "16-day wonder”
showed:

* Many people in the Valley now
see a ray of hope in peace, not
b divide Is opening
* A new els o up
within the azaadl movement
between those with a tﬂaﬂ
Islamic, Jehadl agenda and those
with a political agenda The first
only allows war. The second
admits of negotiation and
reconciliation.

¢ Even the meaning of azaadi
(from greater autono within
India, to full nationhood) is open
to discussion.

*There Is a wider political-level
consensus on a dialogue with HM
than even on the National
Conference's "autonomy"
demand. The great symbolic
importance of Messrs Vajpayee,
Mulayam Singh and Somnath
Chatterjee and Ms Sonla Gandhi
all showing up In Pahalgam
should not be lost.

* Even hysterical elements in
the sangh partvar did not
condemn the dialogue
outrightuntil August 8.

* People welcomed the
cessation of violence while |t

lasted, and HM personnel
even played a cricket match (n
Kupwara.

True, some of these

developments were symbolic. But

. PAKISTAN - %

symbols do matter
Lahore bus. Symbols of peace

and reconcillation now have a
chance to replace symbols of war
and confrontation.

e.g. the

This could hopefully produce
the aman (peace) people crave for.
The time is ripe for a de facto
ceasefire. If the government goes
the extra mile, it can regain the
initiative HM lost by
unrealistically insisting on
Pakistan's involvement in the

talks at this stage.

HM's ceasefire didn't come out
of the blue, but followed Track-Il
level contacts over six months
between Hurriyat leaders,
militants, Vajpayee-appointed
mediators like R&. Mishra and
M.K. Rasgotra, and US-based
Kashmiris like Farooq Kathwari,
Ghulam Nabl Fal and Mansoor
Ejaz.

By all indications, the US
played a crucial, if quiet, role in
nudging all concerned towards a
dialogue. As did Pakistan
through Jamaat-i-Islami's Qaz
Husaln Ahmed. Islamabad's
support didn't reflect a change of
heart, but a hard-nosed strategy
to overcome the stigma.

India too probably reckoned
that a "reasonable” posture would
help Mr Vajpayee's Washington
visit. New Delhl today lacks a
well-concetved J&K strate?. But
to its credit, it has explored multi-

ronged approaches. It s

ond its cIl)eclared a,gendt:.p %ﬁ
Hizb too opted for the ceasefire
probably impelled by popular
exhaustion with violence in the
Valley.

These calculations may be
cynical, but they created a thaw
which can loosen the 11-year-
long J&K gridlock. One welcome
result is the de- of the
Kashmir militancy from the ISI

S

label. By the Hizb as an
indigenous group, New Delhi has
acknowledged this and
deconstructed the official
almed at reducing the Kashmir
problem to an outgrowth of
Pakistan's anti-India
manoeuvres merely Islamabad's
creation.

This should make it easier for
New Delhi to deal with Kashmir
without it with Indian
nationhood and Pridc in
combating Pakistan's "“proxy
war”, Pakistani indeed deplorably
supports Kashmir's militancy,
but that must be fought on a
different plane. :

The ceasefire has been
aborted, But the whole eis
still a gain. To build upon it, New
Delhi must adopt a conciliatory
stand and Islamabad must
sincerely welcome a dialogue.

It would be premature to
demand Pakistan's participation
today. The Vajpayee government
Is not yet ready. Mr Vajpayee is
bitter about the "betrayal”,
and often slips into the
communal anfti-Pakistan stance
typical of the BJP-RSS. In an
August 5 to mark the
birth cen of Mr Brajesh
Mishra's RSS father D.P.
Mishra, he sald India has
“inherent” problems with
Pakistan because that state was

founded on “fear and -
Bnd § 8 S00 Suspicion

A&mgemmehﬁtﬂhmm
only come gradually. But withn
its multl-pronged approach, the
government must open up a
sincere dialogue with all currents
of Kashmiri opinion. What
matters today Is less the prodys

more the

However, New Delh must

acccptﬁareegranmea. First,

Kashmir problem's roots llgﬂ;:
messy decolonisation
enormously complicated

especiall y New Delhy
repeated L:tnlya.l of its ow;
Constitutional and political
promim,Paldstanhascymmny
exploited the resultant

ahcnaﬂnn.Bothmustrmﬁu
damage

Second, it is imperative
mdlanfomutnreduceug

offensive operations and
human rights which t ey
brazenly violate, Today, 2
quarter-million troops confront
less than five million civilians jn
Kashmir. This is the biggest
cause of popular alienation,
Finally, the strategy

devious deals and Ofp‘::q
a la Nagaland now stands
exhausted. The government must
stop toying with J&K's

trifurcation. It shouldn't play off
Kashmiris tone another or
try to split HM.

Good faith has never
more important. New Delhi can
best demonstrate it by re-
establishing a ceasefire,

—— i

Herculean task will need

extraordinary

enerosi
statesmanship. ¥ Y

Anatomy of a Coup: A Journey of a Quarter Century

Continued from Tuesday

HE ‘officlal story” that

emerged at the time was

that six junior officers with
three hundred men under their
command had acted on their own
in overthrowing Mujib. The
motives for the coup were attrib-
uted to a mixture of personal
grudges held by certain of the
officers against Mujib and his
associates, together with a gen-
eral mood of frustration at wide-
spread allegations of corruption
among elements within the Mujib
government. In reporting the
coup no foreign or Bengali jour-
nalist probed beyond the most
superficial aspects of what had
happened. What contacts the
officers had made before August,
and which politicilans had been
contacted, were simply not
explored. The version of events
that the "Majors" had acted alone
without prior political planning
was a unexamined myth that
came to stand as fact.

The mo Mujib and much
of his family were killed, the fig-
ure installed by the young majors

The morning Muyjib and much of his family were killed, the figure installed by the young
majors as President was Khondakar Mustaque, generally considered to be the representa-
tive of the rightist faction within Myjib's Awami League. After the putsch, Mustaque
remained impeccably reticent about any part he personally might have played in Mujib's
downfall. He neither confirmed nor denied his prior involvement. He simply avoided any
public discussion of the question and desperately attempted to stabilize his regime.
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as President was Khondakar
Mustaque, generally considered
to be the representative of the
rightist faction within Mujib's
Awami League. After the putsch,
Mustaque remained impeccably
reticent about any part he per-
sonally might have played in
Mujib’'s downfall. He neither
confirmed nor denied his prior
involvement. He simply avoided
any public discussion of the
question and desperately
attempted to stabilize his regime.

In June 1976, nearly a year
after Mujib had been killed and
eight months after Mustaque had
himself been thrown out of the
presidency by .another military
upheaval, I interviewed

Mustaque for three hours at his
residence in old Dhaka. He
denied to me any knowledge of
the coup plan or prior meeting
with the army majors who carried
out the action. Mustaque claimed
that he was as surprised as every-
one else on the mo of the
16th, and had acceded to the
major's request to assume the
Presidency only to avold further
bloodshed in the country. “When
they came to my house that morn-
ing," Mustaque told me, "I
thought they had also come to kill
me. 1 was completely surprised
when they asked me to become
President.” The manwas lying.
The Majors and their assogi-
ates ultimately told a very differ-

ent story which was at wide vari-
ance with Mustaque's account. In
a series of interviews conducted
from exile in London for British
television in August 1976 by The
Sunday Times journalist,
Anthony Mascarenhas, the
Majors claimed they were in
direct contact with Mustaque in
the weeks prior to the coup. Major
Rashid told Mascarenhas, "I had

the first contact with him
[Mustaque] around the first week

of August and subsequently met
him on the 13th and 14th." How-
ever, Rashid's public statements
to Mascarenhas about his con-
tact with Mustaque was itself only
partially true. Prior meetin

between Mustaqu& and the

Majors did occur. However, the
first contacts between Major
Rashid and Mustaque were not in
August but much earlier.

This new information is based
on a detalled interview with an
acutely knowledgeable
Bangladeshi military officer, now
living in exile, who was present
during meetings between Rashid
and Mustaque, and subsequent
encounters between Rashid and
senior army officers. The inter-

view took place in a European
capital in 1997. Indeed, through-
out the latter part of '74 and the
lﬂlf:lsctl half E;‘ '75, the Majors had
Mtﬁiﬁom'-m5 ‘and senlor

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed with
double space. For reasons of. space, short letters are
preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuis.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communications
must bear the writer's real name, signature and address.

Executive jets!

Sir, | was shocked and
aghast to read the DS news item
of 13 August that the PM and
President’ of one of the poorest
countries "may have private
exclusive jets”! What an irony of
fate, the flag carrier Biman could
not procure a brand new jet for its
normal and commercial flight,
and instead someone could pro-
pose jets for the executive of the
state! (Moreover, it seems that the
name of the President of the
country has been included in the
proposal only to make the deal
‘Jayez’ |acceptable])!
The various statements in the
news item about operation of
exclusive jets in different coun-
tries including India and "VVIP
fleet already exists in Bangla-
desh” (....it's only a matter of
inducting fixed wing aircraft) are
all but consolatory dose to the
public to abandon any agitation.
It is true that "The VVIPs need
protection and safe passage at
times" but my question is who
fixes the priorities? Reportedly,
the DGDP even said ( when asked
for details) “The media is not
supposed to know"! Are we trying
to compare or compete with the
richest country of the world USA
or the biggest democracy India?
Should we not first make avail-
able sufficient common transport
for the commuting public and
offer two morsel for the half-fed,
malnourished and (Il clothed
suffering millions and then think
ﬁi" ‘d';'msmg (the VVIPs) as they

o

A Citizen
Dhaka

Weak political

system

Sir, The glaring and lingering
human systems losses in the two
major public sectors, the
electricity (inadequate transmis-
sfon system and corruption in
billing) and telecoms (new tele-
phone connections and data
services), are a cue that weak
political systems cannot o te
the public services efficiently (the
weak is defined by the people, not
the party itself).

Secondly, in the global vil-
lage concept, the forelgn donor
agencies have stopped, or will not
sponsor BMRE projects without

private tie-ups. The North control
the finance and the technology,
and the political dilemma is how
to be in tune with the sharks and
face the janata (mass).

: The only super power is hell
bent on stripping materialistic
capitalism of every ounce of meat,
when the growth rate in the
industrialised countries is bow-
ing down steadily (the gesture is
not a peace overture). The first
world is prospecting for {ts mar-
kets in the third world; and
Dhaka only knows too well how
strong is the arm twisting by the
power and energy MNCs, with the
powerful backing of western
foreign policies,

Lack of accountability in
public sector in administration,
management and balance sheets
ilsar image in the third
world. Add to this political insta-
bility and lack of political will
(also add lack of consensus) and
the negative behaviour pattern of
the CBAs.

Thus the politiclans are
cooped into a fence from where
they simply cannot deliver. Poli-
tics has now to be technologically
oriented and the politicians have
to think of the people through the
technical essential services,
without concentrating on the
sentimental hearts of the people.
Keep the heart in its place, and
jog the marathon chasing the
projects, not the people,

The politicians have to
depend less on slogans and the
civil service, and get down to solid
foundation reforms. This cannot
be done if the political parties
(with glorious past histories!) are
weak, and surrounded by syco-
phants, opportunists, hidden
godfathers and vested groups,
Charisma is neither an exchange-
able commodity nor Investment.

A Frustrated Citizen
Dhaka

Funny leadership

Sir, The ruling party is a
funny party, in that it believes in

‘ruling by substitution' transfer-
ring the accusation to the opposi-
tion time and again. There is no
human party in the universe
which cannot commit any mis-
take, as, to erris human.

The glant IBM, with half a
dozen milllon-dollar consulting

firms, made silly mistakes in

reading the market in the early
1980s and lost the PC market to
clones. What it lost on profitwas a
gain for the mass pénetration of
computers in the home front a
revolution, hastening the advent
of the IT Age.

Political leadership should
display marginal oversights and
not severe symptoms of inferiority
complex, which i{s not enhancing
the image of the party leaders.
This type of proxy governance will
simply not do, and the voters can
see through the game.

What has happened to moral
courage in this nation? Are the
future generations being reared
in an environment of cowardli-
ness? Admit your mistake and
face it; before others force the
Issue. Bangladesh has always
been betrayed by its weak leader-
ship. .

Dense Citizen

Dhaka

Whither Palestinian
State?

Sir, It is indeed unfortunate
for the Palestinians that the
Middle East Peace Process has
reached a crucial stage at a time
when President Clinton is about
to end his term of the US presi-
dency and he would not like to
take any measure which might be
construed as pro-Palestinian. Not
only that he would very much like
to leave a pro-Israeli action
programme as his legacy. Proba-
bly that is why he has already
announced his decision to move
the US Embassy from Tel-Aviv to
Jerusalem, adding to the resolve
of the Israeli government to keep
the entire Jerusalem under their
control. Further, he has threat-
ened the Palestinians to cut off
aild if they went ahead with uni-
lateral declaration of independ-
ence by Sept 13, 2000.

The fact that the Israeli
government of Ehuad Barak is
surviving on a day to day basis
and may be replaced by a more
hard-line government in the next
election which may take place
within the next three months or
so, Is a matter of grave conse-
quences for the Palestinians. A
new President in the US and a
hard-line government in Israel
would probably delay the Peace
Process at least for a couple of
years. In the meantime, there will
be more settlements in the occu-
pled West Bank and more resis-
tance to giving up any territory for
peace deall

It is all the more unfortunate
that the Palestinians are entirely
dependent on the whims of the
US government and the US Con-
gress in realising their cherished

dream of a Palestinian state. But
United States has ceased to play
an objective role in this case.
the tenure of of
State Warren Christopher, Israel
was assurance that US
would never pressurise it to cede
any territory to the Palestinians
for the peace deal. Thereafter,
sometime ago while s
before a Jewish audience, the
present Secretary of State Mrs
Albright told them that US would
continue to support and defend
the interests of Israel "as long as
the sun rose in the east." Such
unconditional and blind support
has made Israel all the more
arrogant and intransigent in their
dealings with the Palestinians.
Despite the fact that Israel is the
strongest military power in the
region, it would not allow the
Palestinians even the basic weap-
ons to maintain law and order in
the areas where they have auton-
omy. They even decide the
strength of the Palestinian secu-
rity force! Such is the plight of the
Palestinfan authority in the
autonomous areas. But this must
end and the Palestinian deserve a
sovereign state of their own.

It is ironic that whereas
Israel itself was created by the UN
in 1948 after evicting thousands
of Palestinians from the then
Palestine, it should now object to
the establishment of a Palestin-
jan state in their own land! Lest
we forget, those evictees are still
surviving in the refugee camps of
Lebanon, Jordan and elsewhere.
In such circumstances Israel has
no legal or oral authority to object
to the creation of an independent
state for the Palestinians.

Abul Mohsin
40, Siddheswari Cirular Rd
Dhaka

"A Hidden Agenda"

Sir, Attention of the authori-
ties is drawn to the analysis "A
Hidden Agenda" (DS Aug 10) on
the debatable issue of natural gas
reserves in Bangladesh, which 1is
linked to the feasibility of future
gas export.

While the presence of US
Geological Survey Team is wel-
come as an observer, and for
studies in the office, independent
non-US agencies may be directly
involved in the field survey on gas
reserve assessment. The US big
name business operators will be
dominating in the later bidding,
when such offers are invited by
the GoB.

In view of the market condi-
tions, this report needs top prior-
ity, to avoid further loss of valu-
able time.

AMA
Dhaka

Zaur Rahman, more than six
months prior to the actual coup.

nl?rf course, these were not the
0 crucial meetings taking
place during 1974 and 1975,
According to our senior American
Embassy source, officials at the
American Embassy were
approached by people intending
to overthrow the government of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. This
source stated that a series of
meetings took place with
Embassy personnel between
November 1974 and January
1975. These discussions were
held with the purpose of deter-
mining the attitude of the US
Government towards a political
change in Bangladesh if a coup
d'etat were actually to happen,

The writer {s
as a Research Associate at the
Yale Centre for International and
Area Studies, Yale University. He
was' reecertly named a Fulbright
Scholar for South Asta’The next
installment appéars tbmorrot,'

Most Bangladeshis will
appreciate Mahfuz Anam's
write-up which appeared in
‘The Times of India on Aug 3
(reproduced in the DS of Aug
6). Now the Indian readers will
get a representative view of
how Bangladesh looks at the
big neighbour India. This
review is necessary on priority
basis to improve the stalled
Indo-Bangladesh relationship,
based on pride, prejudice,
traditions, and misconcep-
tions. The after-effects of the
Partition (1947) are still gener-
ating tremors of the wrong
kind, now compounded by the
independence of 1971. Change
has to mentally accepted in a
flexible manner, not through
rigid stands decade after
decade. Sometimes the hoary
oak has to be willowy.

But New Delhi is too
obsessed with the Pakistan
(and China) bogeys, to be able
to divert sufficient attention to
the small neighbours. This
patronizing and dismissive
attitude is not liked by the
citizens of the smaller neigh-
bours.

SAARC cannot take off,
unless India, the biggest and
the most powerful member, is
more accommodating; and the
initiative has to be generated
from New Delhi. The region
cannot develop and prosper
with the present mindset of the
members. India has to take the
lead in finding a solution, and
she is hesitating, decade after
decade. There are reasons for
the insurgency in NE India; as
nothing is isolated.

Now, there appears to be an
inclination to thaw the Kash-
mir issue, certainly due to
some kind of diplomatic pres-
sure (on both Pakistan and
India) from certain powerful
global quarters, perhaps to
create seamless borders in
South Asia for encouraging
international and regional
trade and other business rela-
tions, The Kashmir issue has to
come down from a prestige and
face-saving issue to that of a

pragmatic regional diplomacy,

ROPINION: -+ |
India and Her Neighbours

Abul M Ahmad

beneficial to one and a half
billion people. Four parties are
now required, it seems, to solve
the Kashmir carbuncle: the
Kashmiris, India, Pakistan, and
international cooperation.
India has to live with the
reality that two of its neighbours
have Muslim majority popula-
tions, and that both of the
nations are separate and inde-
pendent. The bogey of a "second
Pakistan' in Bangladesh has to
go, in the minority lobbies both
in Dhaka and New Delhi. The
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second point to remember is
that the global powers would
like to contain ‘future super-
power' India indirectly through
buffer independent and ‘neu-
tral’ states around India. Itisan
open secret that the US is look-
ing for a base in South Asia and
the Bay of Bengal; and had
earlier earmarked Tricomalee;
and how far the insurgency in
Sri Lanka is linked to that issue |
is anybody's guess. The US
needs Bangladesh, for more
than one reason.

Bangladesh, in the years 0
come, will be developing fast, |

and its presence in the region
cannot be ignored and brushed
aside by the neighbours, big or
small. The ‘economic approach
is likely to dwarf the back-
ground religious issues, as
economic freedom comes firstin |
this poverty-stricken region..
The politicians and the political |
parties and leaders have to be
more outward-looking, for
establishing more benevolent |
regional ties. Some believe !n__
‘'survival politics' the global
village will not allow it.

At present Islamabad is in a
rather helpless position; New
Delhi has too many loose ends
to tie up; and in Dhaka the
influence of bipolar politics may
diminish in the near futur
encouraging the entry into the
take-off stage; while Colombo IS
desperately trying to come Up
with alternatives.

Once all these man-made
knots are untangled, the sun
will rise in South Asia 0nce

again.

.




