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Doubts about Election?

the talk he gave on State of Politics in

organised by Dhaka Reporters Unity (DRU) on

biggish controversy staying quietly focused on his
ministerial job for the last fourcrcars has chosen
to speak out. The sudden unburdening of his mind
has vielded some disquieting thoughts as well as
sparkllnF insights. -

Let's first compliment him for the refreshing
candour with which he has shared his inner
thoughts with the mediamen. When these days a
government minister or insider goes the whole hog
supporting every action of his {lk Anwar Hossain
Manju has beaten a different path. He has minced
no word to say what needed to be said and that too
not with any customary design to curry favour
with the opposition. He has spoken of a stifling
situation lamenting that the head of the govern-
ment and the principal leader of the opposition are
not on talking terms and refuse to face each other
even in social programmes. He regrets that many
leaders have created suffocating situations in their
respective areas by ‘backirnig terrorists’.

We could not agree more with his diagnosis of
the political ailment but for a government leader
of his standing to cast doubts on the staging of the
next general election is something we cannot take
with any amount of mental equanimity. It is a
highly disturbing thought. We express our concern
over it. Why must Anwar Hossain Manju see an
‘apprehension’ like that persisting because of what
he sweepingly regards as our failure to establish
constitutional politics in the last 50 years? For is
it not after the derailment of constitutional poli-
tics under military or semi-military rule for a long
spell that we bounced back with the fall of autoc-
racy and restored democracy in 1991? Then on we
have had two general elections on time under care-
taker governments working well as a constitu-
tional safety-valve that remains intact to facili-
tate the holding of the next elections. Doesn't it?
Manju's doubts about polls calls for an immedi-
ate assertion from the government that we are
firmly on the election path and there cannot be
any wavering from it. As citizens we believe elec-
tion is a constitutional mandate that cannot be tri-
fled with under any circumstances whatsoever. It
should be held, it must be held and anybody tinker-
ing with it should have no place in the politics of
Bangladesh.

Are the Jets Necessary?

E understand that the matter relating to the
procurement of a couple of executive jets, for
use by the President and the Prime Minister of the
country is still at a very preliminary stage. but we
would like to see the idea nipped in the bud in the
greater interest of the state and the people of the
country. Very few Third World government leaders
have the luxury of having executive jets for their
exclusive use. They normally travel by their
national carriers.

Why, do we need it? Don't we -have anything bet-
ter and pressing to spend our monev on? The
thought of an executive jet sounds nothing more

than an ego trip and a fancy for empty and despi-
€co-
nomic and political imperatives of the day. The
whole idea is not in sync with the country's devel-
opment priorities. It neither makes political or
any economic sense. The President hardly travels
and the future incumbent is likely to have simi-
larly limited itinerary for foreign trips. It is only
the Prime Minister who does most of the travelling
as the head of government. But to maintain a fleet
for both the Prime Minister and the President,
however limited in size it may be, cannot make
any economic sense; simply because of the fact that
its maintenance and upgradation requirements
will call for a sizable diversion of resources at the
expense of pressing social priorities. The govern-
ment should know that discretion is the better
part of valour.

Bring the Bangladeshis Back

HE story of six thousand Bangladeshi nation-
als, mostly workers, languishing in foreign
jails, makes sad reading. In less than three years'
time the number of such people has doubled.
According to a detailed report in Bangla daily
Prothom Alo on Thursday these people remain in
captivity in 33 countries of Asia and Europe. There
may be many others who are not accounted for.
Among the imprisoned are those who had entered
the foreign lands without valid documents or have
stayed in those countries beyond the period
mentioned in their work permits. But bulk of this
number is likely to be genuine people who landed
in trouble because of the machinations of recruit-
ing agents at home. There are manpower
businessmen who trade on human misery under
the nose of the authorities but hardly any action is
taken against them. Even the recruiting agents' as-
sociation (BAIRA) has demanded punishment
against such fake agents who are responsible for
the misery of so many poor, innocent people who
sought employment abroad and got thoroughly
cheated in the end. Thousands of jogb—seekers have
been made into paupers by these villains.

The process continues unabated and the culprits
do it without any fear of law or punishment, There
are instances where three, even four times more
than the normal fees were charged from the job
seekers as has been admitted by ﬁle general secre-
tary of BAIRA. There is a lot of movement of job
seekers across the world, especially from the
underdeveloped countries to the developed and de-
veloping ones. It is no crime for people to seek em-
ployment outside their own countries. Lack of em-
ployment opportunities at home is the primary
reason for such labour migration. We should feel
obliged to keep the fake recruiters at bay, if neces-
sary in consultation with host governments.

The government has responsibilities towards its
citizens wherever they are. Our missions abroad
could do well with a little more motivation to look
after the interest of their fellow citizens overseas.
The fact that many of them had gone there illegally
does not dilute our basic responsibility towards
them. The foreign ministry must get a move on to
secure the release of the imprisoned Bangladeshis
abroad. Let us bring them back on humanitarian

I grounds and at the same time take punitive mea-
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sures against those agencies which were responsi-
elr misfortune,
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NWAR Hossain Manju has made us sit up with
Bangladesh in Meet-the-Reporters programine

Saturday. It Is highly noteworthy that a man who
has scrupulously distanced himself from any
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HE Daily Star re
that 11 eminent lawyers
accused the Prime Minister

of contempt of court because of

her derogatory remarks about
the role of judiciary in
bail to alleged criminals. She
contended by saying, "l have

spoken of the hard reality. | say

what I belleve and my position
reflects the people's sentiment,
I made no derogatory remarks
about the judiclary., nor did 1
violate the constitution.” She
further reiterated that, “Like
two other branches of the state
-~ the Legislature and the
Executive — the judiciary should
anlso be accountable.” This Is
indeed a stateperson-like
remark. She Is speaking ol
something that she belleves.
There Is nothing wrong in it
But, we wonder why does she
believe that way. Some
Institution or someone must
be providing her inforination
on the issue l‘l‘ﬂﬂl‘illF an impres-
sion that judges and lawyers are
siding with the criminals and
that s why the country has be-
come ungovernable.

Which Is that institution
and who could be that some-
one? The straightforward and
logical conclusion will be the
Home Ministry, and the person
likely to be the minister him-
self. He must be the one who Is
telling the Prime Minister that
it Is because of the role of judi-
clary the law and order situa-
tion has become unmaintain-
able. Such a hunch is supported
by Home Minister's previous
statement in the Parliament.
His statement in the Parlia-
ment was published In many
newspapers including The
Daily Star and The Indepen-
dent on 7 September 1999, The
gist of his statement (as re-
ported in 52 DLR 16) was that
“the terrorists were arrested in
the city and then they were
freed under the High Court or-
der. One day some local people
from Magbazar area came to
him and informed that notori-
ous terrorist Shubhra was re-
leased from jail as the High
Court granted him bail. They
said, it would be really difficult
for them to live in peace in the

HEN | wrote on Kashmir
W in my last week's
column, little did |

think that the subject this week
would once again be the saine, |
thought the ceasefire by the
Hizbul Mujahideen and subse-
quent acceptance of dialogue of-
fer by the Indian government
would continue for some time
although the whole exercise was
complex in nature, It did not
appear plausible that the posi-
tive ambiance created by the
unexpected gestures from both
sides would falter so soon, and
they would resume fighting and
operations against each other.
Unfortunately, the glimmer of
hope that had emerged follow-
ing the peace overtures were
nipped in the bud and within a
few days Kashmir imbroglio
has returned to square one. The
major international flashpoint
once again has lost the chance
for a settlement through dia-
logue. Indeed, this is unfortu-
nate development not only in
the South Asian reFion but also
for the entire world.

The rather unexpected posi-
tive developments in the
Kashmir front had taken many
by surprise. The Hizbul Mu
jahideen had fired the salvo by
announcing unilateral ceasefire
to give dialogue a chance for a
solution to the vexed Issue and
Indian government recipro-
cated by offering olive branch
to the gestures. The militants
had asked their men to stop
fighting for three months and
New Delhi had also suspended
all military operations against
the militants who abide by the
ceasefire. Two sides had also
begun discussions in Srinagar,
first time since the militancy
became the order of the day.
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ing a bad job. This sort
this country. After hea

— _have initiated an investigation to find whether the police are doing their job properly.

area (I Shublira Is allowed to
move Ireely. Convinced by what
they said, the Home Minister
munediately asked the Inspec -
tor General of Police to arrest
Shubhra again. But the Inspec-
tor General of Police {nformeq|
i in five minutes that the
High Court had nol only
granted him bail but alsd issyecd
a directive not to arrest him
again. The Court also wirped
that if Shublhira was ArTested
again, it would take action
against the Home Mibnstry
The Home Minister furtlye;
‘referred to an accused In a
murder case named Nurunnabi,
who was granted advance bail
by the Court. He felt sorry when
he saw that one Nurunnabi In-
volved in the bomb attack that
killed several people at Udichi
Conference in Jessore, got ad-
vance ball from the Court.”

The flndlnF of a court during
a contempt hearing on Home
Minister's statement in the
Parllament, mentioned that al-
though, (as reported in 52 DLR
16) "two instances have been

iven by the Home Minister in
the Parllament, one with regard
to granting of ball to a terrorist
named Shubhra of Maghazar
and another Nurunnabi, as ac-
cused in a bomb case, vet those
instances are not correct inas-
much as that Nurunnabl of Jes-
sore Is still in custody and the
Shubhra of Magbazar was not

ranted bail by the High Court

lvision In any case.” From the
Jjudgment of the writ petition no
1607 of 1999, "it appears that
Shubhra was first detained un-
der Special Powers Act and the
order of detention was chal-
lenged in the High Court Divj-
sion in a writ petition.

Alter hearing the High Court
Division made the Rule abso-
lute, declared the detention ille-
gal and directed the respondent
to release hiim. Thrice detention
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Who is Misleading the Prime Minister?

by An Observer
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It is not fair to suggest that the Judges are releasing criminals, while the police department is do-

of utterance has misled not only the Prime Minister but also the people of

ring a complaint from the people of Magbazar, the Home Minister should

order was passed and on three
occasions the High Conrt divi-
slon declared the detention of
Shubhra illegal and directed
the respondents to release the
detenu. Bul it appears from the
Judgment that as soon as the de-
lenun came out from jall gate, ey-
ery time he was served with the
[resh detention order and kept
him in custody on the selfsmne
rruunda and reasons. Simi-
arly. for the fourth thme a shn-
tar detention order was served
tpoin Shubhra at the jail gate
and under that order he was
kept In custody and this fourtl
detention order was challenged”
in the above-mentioned Writ
petition,

Alter hearing the Petftioner
and the Government, the Court
delivered the judgiment making
a (reported fn 52 DLR 16)
“detalled discussion about the
arrest of the detenu Shubhra for
the fourth time one after an-
other on similar grounds. In
disposing of the detention case
the High Court Division held
that only for frustrating the
judgment of the High Court Di-
vision successive orders of de-
tention were given whin b s
nothing but interference witl
the course of justice. Further,
the High Court Division di-
rected the detaining authority
not to repeat such {legal deten-
tion order in order to frustrate
the judgment” of the Court. “A
copy of the judgment was sent to
the Secretary, Ministry of
Home Affairs for information
and for taking necessary ac-
tions for such repeated illegal
detention orders on the self-
same grounds to a citizen of this
country.”

It is clear from the above
facts that the Home Minister's
statement In the Parliament
was totally wrmlf_. In fact. he
misled the Parliament. the
Prime Minister and the people

of this country, He proudly
claimed that on hearing the lo-
cal people of Magbazar he in-
mediately asked the Inspector
General of Police to arrest
Shubhra. Is this the task of a
Home Minlster to ask the In-
spector General of Police to ar-
rest someone? Under what au-
thority he did so? He |s a public
representative and that means
he is the representative of the
people who lodged the com-
plaint against Shubhra as well
as the representative of those
who are belng accused. People of
Magbazar went to him, If at all
true, not to get an inunediate
arrest order from him but to
seek his intervention in mak-
ing the police departient more
eflective In terms of providing
social protection,

The police evidently falled
to bring any formal allegation
or criminal charge against
Shubhra during the period of
his detention or prior to that. It
conld be because Shubhra is -
nocent or police are not doing
their duty. The Special Power
Act can be abused by the Execu-
tive Branch to detain an mno-
cent person, but it will be diffi-
cult for the Judiciary to join
them. For argument’s sake let
us consider that Shubhira Is not
imnocent. Then, the question
arises as to why the police did
not act to bring charge against
him. Considering Shubhra as a
big terrorist. one may argue
that as long as he Is free no one
would dare to testify against
him. What do we find here? A
witness cannot be provided pro-
tection by the government. We
find the state’s fajlure to pro-
vide adequate protection to the
people.

What is a state function? Is it
just the Executive fuuction? |
belleve not.. It is a combined
function of the Legislature. Ex-
contive and Judiciary. Legisla-

ture anakes law and policy, Ex-
ecutive applies it and 1he Judi-
cliary monitors whethior the law
and policy made by tle Legisla-
ture Is implemented properly. It
Is not possible for the Judiclary
to drift away from the law cre-
ated by the Legislature to ac-
commnodate fallure or Irregular-
ities of the Executive. It |s Exec-
utive's responsibility to main-
tain law and order and provide
protection to the soclety with-
out Infringing upon anybody
else’s right. The Judiclary
maintains neutrality and Inde-
pendence In safeguarding ev-
erybody’s right. Indeed, the ac-
cused are included among the
everybody. The rights of the ac-
cused, as formulated by the Leg-
Islature and judicial precedent,
refer to varfous aspects of crim-
inal procedure designed to safe-
guard the innocent from ha-
rassment and conviction,
Basically, these rights are
nine in number, starting from
the original arrest to the final
appeal, They are as follows in
the order in which they usually
occur: (A) Rights p to fi
court appearance: (1) Arrest or
search only where tnere {s sub-
stantial likelihood of gulilt, (2)
No involuntary confessions or
self-incrimination: (B) Rights
0 ourt : ces 1
trial: (3) Release pending speedy
trial. (4) Right to a lawyer at
trial or before, (5) Formal notice
of charges:; (C) age: (6)
Impartial trial, (7) Right to
cross-examine and summon
witness: (D) Post-trial: (8) No
excessive fines or punishment,
(9) No double jeopardy and right
to appeal. By granting bail the
Judiciary is dealing with only
one right. It is a right to which
the accused is entitled and not a
mere favour. To deprive a
person  of his liberty is
something very serious. A judge

The faltering of talks

to make at least some progress is a blunder by both sides. We
-- no matter how delicate and difficult -- is lost as both sides

conducted the whole exercise in haste and also without much sincerity. It may be difficult to
revive such an opportunity.

Since 1989 it claimed at lgasl
25.000 lives in the valley.

During the interregnum ol
the announcement of the cease-
fire and beginning ol the talks
there occurred the Iragic
kKillings of more than 100
civilian people. The goveris
ment in New Delhl blamed thes
hard-line groups opposed to the
ceasefire and peace process lor
the massacre to derall the dia-
logue while India’'s arch enemy
Pakistan said the Killings
might have been a ploy by New
Delhi itself to create hatred
against those opposing the
peace talks. Whatever was the
real situation. two sides went
ahead with talks and this was
quite significant in the sense
that positive intentions had
prevailed over the negative oc-
currences. The dialogue has
started but floundered only al-
ter the first round and the pro-
cess of peace collapsed as the
Hizb called off the talks blam-
ing India for not including Pak-
istan in the tripartite talks by a
certain deadline. The organia.i-
tion resumed fighting. So did
the Indian forces.

It goes without saying that
the news of ceasefire and posi-
tive response from India had
come as a big development sur-
rounding a major international
crisis which is belying any set-
tlement for many years. After
the resolution of many an in-
ternational crisis, the Kashmir

tangle certainly remains possi-
bly thie major problem that con-
tinues to act as intractable af-
licting the relations not only

. between two neighbours - India

and Pakistan - but also batter-
ing the political atmosphere in
the wegion.
fought two of their three wars

~over Kashmir and were on the

brink of another war about a
year ago centering Kargil.
Kashmir is divided between

he two countries® -

Kashmiri organisations are
carryvinug out violent activities
in the Indian Kashmir which
thev call their struggle for inde-
pendence but New Delhi de-
scribes as “terrorism” fomented
by Islainabad. which denies. the

charge, saving it only provides.

political and moral support to
the Kashmiris. Independent ob-
servers are less inclined to buy
the contentions of either side.
This is a common belief that Is-
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India and Pakistan since 1948 -
a vear after two nations
emerged independent from
British India with the former
controlling two-thirds.
lay claim to the portion con-
trolled by the rival and the
problem is a thorn in the flesh
for two countries. Islamabad
has been urging for self-deter-
mination for the people of
Kashmir while New Delhf in-
sists that it is an integral part
of India. Two sides often ex-
pressed willingness for talks

but India opposed inclusion of

Kaslnnir on the agenda but Pak-
istan says it is the crux of whole
problem. Side by side, several

Both

lamabad 1S assisting the mili-
tants in all possible way anl ai
the same time this is also ac-
cepted that the rebellion is
largely by the people of Kash-
ir.

Against this backdrop. the
ceaselire and beginning of talks
raised a hope - however small -
for a peacelul settlement of the
contentious problem although
none was in illusion that the ef-
forts would succeed so easily.
But what is unfortunate is that
the failure has come much be-
fore many had expected. The
ceasetire was meant for three
months from July 24 but it col-
lapsed hardly after a foruright,

It apprared that both sides
moved rather too hurriedly in
holding the discussions and
makiu% comments that have
queered the pitch of peace ef-
forts which must have been as-
Siduously built Wp in backstage

' efforts, The-lnsistence of the

Hizb to Include Pakistan, and
remarks of the Indian govern-
ment that talks have to be
within the parameter of the In-
dian constitution might be the
main factors that led to the end-
ing of the dialogue. It may seem
to many that both sides engaFed
in the dialogue for face-value
kind of exercise instead of mak-
ing serious bid for peace. The
Hizb should not have cancelled
the truce so early when it was
meant for three months and
should not have also insisted
inclusion of Pakistan within so
short time knnwinF full well
that it was difficult for New
Delhi to accept this at this
stage. At the same time, Indian
government would have done
well if it had not mentioned
firmly about the possible solu-
tion only within the constitu-
tion after the talks had begun
altlmugh it is a common
kKnowledge that New Delhi can-
not easily budge from this posi-
tion. It was understood and as
such there was no need to assert
on this point and this con-
tributed to the failure of the
talks

Arguably. both sides have
compulsions and they are under

the Judges are releasis

the bar because the Home My,
ister wants it In order yo1 1o
grant ball the Court st
htl'i'i"fd on l'ﬂl'lltl‘]n]g "lﬂrfd
belore it that pritna facje the of.
fence of that grave character g
shown to have been Connnitied
by the accused under arresy

It Is not fair to su

"hal

nals, while the police i
ment Is doing a bad job, Thig -
sort of utterance not only hag
wisled the Prime Mindster by
also the people of this country,
After hearing a complalint from
the people of Magbazar, the
Home Minister should have jyy.
Hated an Investigation 1o fiyg
whether the police are doing 1y
job properly. The investigation
may reveal thar the police are
mcapable ol daolng a propar jaby
bhecatise ol thie anoek ety of fis
resonrces. When we harl i Xpu-
lation of H0 milllons, we de i
little over 450 thanas (police
station) and now we have over
124 millions people, but still
have a little over 450 thanas.
The number of police force has
not increased much. Even with
99 per cent good people, we may
have 1.24 million criminals in
the country. By ordering the In-
spector General of police to ar-
rest a person, the Home Minis-
ter would not do any good to
this country.

Coming back again to the
point with respect to mislead-
ing the Prime
of the Judiciary's role, we be-
lieve someone with little
knowledge of law is involved.
The Prime Minister is now. on
and off, referrin

Code. We know she is not a
lawver, but she has advisers
who know law very well. The
Section 514 talks about the pro-
cedure on forfeiture of bail bond
and we wonder why is she re-
ferring to this section while
talking about role of judiciary.
Did the government ever ap-
proach any court, which refused
to implement this section on
any person bound by a bond?
We are not aware of anv such
incident. Someone must be mis-
leading the Prime Minister.
Who that someone be?

Kashmir: Back to Square One?

It appears that the short truce has given birth to bigger source of animosity.
without giving a meaningful chance
in South Asia deplore that a chance

pressure from different quar-
ters which are difflicult to avoid,
This situation notwithstand-
ing. the spirit of acconmmoda-
tion Is must in settlement of
thorny issues where parties
concerned adopt diametrically
opposite positions. Otherwise,
things cannot move. Only some

kind of flexibility can hel
reach somewhere. After all,
sticking to own positions

blindly would lead nowhere.
India despite it vast milltary

power is definitelv suffering be-
canse ol Kashmic problem.since «

it isdosing both men andanate-"
rial. Likewise, the militants are
losing their men everyday. lIs-
lamabad, as a party in the
whole scene. should have al-
lowed the Hizb to carry forward
discussions at least for some
more time than fixing a short
deadline for its involvement in
Aripartite discussions.

As it happens in such cases,
the attitude of the parties con-
cerned hardens. The Indian
military has resumed its opera-
tions in full intensity and the
Hizbul has carried ont car ex-
plosions in Srinagar. It appears
that the short truce in a way has
given birth, to bhigger source of
duimosity. The faltering of
talks withont giving a mcaning-

ful chance to make at least
some progress is a blunder by
both sides. We in South Asia de-
plore that a chance -- no matter
how delicate and difficult -- Is
lost as both sides conducted the
whole exercise in haste and also
largely without much sincerity.
It may be difficult to revive such
an opportunity as the imbroglio

is beset to witness irleater feroc-

ity now and it is unknown when
again the peace process can be
launched.

A prescription for
dengue

Sir, Dengue fever can be very
successfully treated with Ho-
moeopathic medicines.

The following medicines are
prescribed:

(1) Fever with severe pain
and aching - Euphatorium Perf
30.

(2) Fever with cerebral con-
gestion and conjunctivitis
-Belladona-30.

(3) Fever with skin rash -

"Rhus Tox-30.

Dr. Ali Ahmed
(Honoeopath)

M.B.11.S. (KAR)

Younan Homoeopathic Clini
B-411. Khilgaon

Chowdhury Para, Dhaka

Life-in-danger
propaganda

Sir, 'Life-in-danger' Is a
well-documented and an an-
cient political propaganda ploy,
to extract sympathy and gener-
ate crocodile tears through or-
chestrated mass demonstra-
tions of party workers and
sympathisers,

Another reason s that two
extremist fundamentalist par-
ties are also being targeted with
the "country-in-danger” ploy.
Therefore, the vested party con-
cerned have to provide suffi-
cient credible evidence to the
public to the effect that these
ploys are not being emploved,
specially during the pre-elec-
tion period. It Is a tough cynical
world, and highly competitive,
Nowadays, politics is a hard-

‘.l

sell commodity: and it s not
enough to be glib. Even the only
super power is facing credibility
sjaps In its twisted and tangled
oreign and international poli-
cies.

Another outdated tactic is
being used in Dhaka, namely
'‘by hook or by crook'. There is
no originality in our politics at
the local or national level.
Smear campaigns may be jg-
nored. We are too lmaginative
and tend to live in dreamland.
We Bengalis are really soft and
sentimental at the core.

Hard-core Citizen
Dhaka

'»

Judiciary
under fire!

Sir, Our Prime Minlster has
recently sald that the goveri-
ment is failing to control the
law and order situation in the
country and for it she has
blamed the judiciary for grant.
ing balls and the police h’n' re-
crulting pro-opposition per-
sonnel earlier.

What the government can do
to generate administrative cojl-
fidence In the people? It is sup-
posed to take all necessary ac-
tion for possible solutions,
without blaming any agency. A
government is not supposed to
offer excuses for non-doing. It Is
all the more surprising when
such statements emanate from
the PM, She should guard her
sharp tongue when speaking as
the head of the govermment.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka

OPINION

Hasnat Abdul Hye. in his ar-
ticle Remaking Dhaka pub-
lished in The Daily Star on the
1 1th August, has dwelr on the
subject of making tlie Dhaka
City Corporation (DCC) more ef-
ficient. The gist of his sugges-
tions is that the present DCC
should be bifurcated into DCCI
and DCCII over which there will
be a newly created Metropolitan
Authority for the purpose of en-
suring coordination of their ac-
tivities and functions.

Hye has been a long time
Secretary of the Local Govern-
ment Division. Moreover he Is
reputed to be an expert on local
government, Hence his writings
are bound to evoke interest
among the stakeholders and
others interested in local gov-
ernment affairs.

The basis of his suggestion
for bifurcating the present DCC
is that the size of the area and
population under the jurisdic-
tion of the DCC is too big to ad-
minister municipal services ef-
ficiently. What will be the logi-
cal conclusion of this proposal?
We all know as well as we see
with our own eyes that the
frontiers of the city are expand-
ing almost every day and the
size of the population are
swelling by leaps and bounds.
The demographers and city
Mlanners %mve consistently
seen predicting that Dhaka clty
will continue to grow at a very
fast rate and it s unlikely that
this trend will slow down or

511:1]'). This growth will occur in
both area and population. If
Hye s prescription Is acled

upon. we will have to allow the
process ol [ission to operate as
the city continues (o grow,
Within not too long a period of

“Remaking Dhaka™

M.Hafizuddin Khan-

time the DCCI and DCCII will
turn inadequate to provide mu-
nicipal services efficiently.
Consequently, DCCIII, DCCIV
will have to be created and this
process of proliferation will
continue.

To cope with the ever-grow-
ing trend of Dhaka city the DCC
was divided into ten zones with
necessarv complement of stafl
In the vear 1990. The problem is
that the DCC Heads of the De-
partments did not welcome the
creation of these zonal offices.
Hence devolntion ol power and
authority along with necessary
logistic support have not taken
place and the zonal offices are
not in a position to discharge
properly whatever responsibil-
ity they have been entrusted
with. If the zonal offices are
strengthened with adequate
ower and logistics instead ol a
ighly centralized administra-
tion and the ward commission-
ers of each zone, by mrmillﬁ
committees, supervise anc
monitor the performance of the
zonal offices It is expected that
the situation will improve 1o a
great extent

We nnderstand the Conser-
vancy Inspectors have been
given motor oveles aned walkie-
talkies 1o snporvise «loscly the
collection and disposal of solicl
wiaste Are they doing their daty
with any amount ol sincein?
It the answer Is ‘'ves' then the
question comes: why do we see
garbage stockpiling every
where? When a road is dug by
T&T or WASA or DESA lull

payment towards cost of repair
as calculated by DCC is paid by
these organizations in advance.
Why then we do not see pronipt
repair? Who is monitoring the
repair work and to whom the
persons responsible for repair
are answerable? Instances are
not wanting when foot over-
bridges were erected at wron
places and then dismantled af-
ter some time for want of users
at those wrongly selected loca-
tions. Has anybody been identi-
fied and taken to task for this
infructuous expenditure and
causing loss of corporation
money? We have seen how ten-
dering for work and supplies in
the DCC is handled. It is a mat-
ter of common knowledge that
any group cannot dare to take
up position in the Nagar Bha-
ban with arms unless they have
the backqu and support of
some godfathers within he DCC.
All these Instances lead 1o the
conclusion that the basie prob.
lem with the DCC s not its size.
but lack of governance.

There is a total absence of
accountability  and 1rans-
parcncy on the part of the DCC
administration. And the prob-
lemn of governance cannot. per-
haps. be addressed by creatin
more than one DCC. This will
rather increase the overhead
cost of the corporation. Fur-
ther, widespread corruption
and deep-rooted vested nterests
are plaguing the DCC and are
major causes of its inefficiency.
Bifurcation of the DCC will not,
for sure. have any lmpaect on

combating corruption. Onl
good governance can solve all
these problems

Why governance has failed
in the DCC? The answer is not
far to seek. In our lifetime we
have seen municipalitics or
other local government institu-
tions absolutely free from polit-
ical affiliation and political
activities. But nowadavs the
elections are fought on political
party lines and the local gov-
ernment institutions remain
busy promoting the interest of
the political party the head of
the institution belongs to. When
we pass through roads we find
writings on the walls or ban-

ners hanging covering the en- |

tire breadth of the roads with

linister in terms

to the Section
514 of he Criminal Procedure

all political slogans by
‘courtesy . of .. .. commis-
sioner....ward no..." neatly writ-
ten beneath the slogan. Is it the
function of a municipal coni-
missioner? Of course he is lree
to do it as an individual, but not
as a commissioner. On top of it
all, it the corporation can, al
the expense ol the corporation.
erect "AMancha no wonder 1S
connmssioners will tallow the
sult and unieipal service s will

continue 1o suffer from autter
inefliciency ;

Henee it is suggested that the |
gm'crumcnt e

DCC and the
should jointly make all-out ef-
forts to improve the status of
governance and to introduce
transparency and accountabil-
ity at all levels of DCC adminis

tration instead o! creating a |
mimiber of DOCs in place of the

present single one,

The anthor is
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