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Mainul says
PM to issue
statement:

No contempt

case now
By Special Correspondent

A eeting between FPrine
Minister Sheikh Hasina and

senijor lawyers including Presi-
dent and General Secretary of

the Supreme Court Bar Asso-
clation [SCBA) last night dis-
cussed her recent remarks on
the Judiciary.

It was agreed at the meeting
that the PM would issue a
statement on the issue. “We
will have to wait till then. We
hope that the issue would be re-
solved after the statement,
Barrister Mainul Hosein, Presi-
dent of the SCBA sald later,

The meeting began around 8

m at the Ganabhaban and
ded at 10-45 pm.

. *"We discussed the [ssue ...

xplaining our stand. The gov-

ernment side explained their

points”, Barrister Najmul Huda,

a BNP MP and former presi-

dent of the SCBA told the BBC
See page 11 col 7

Mori's visit
BSS says off,
Embassy

sayson

By Diplomaté

Correspondent

State run news agency BSS
last night reported that
Japanese Prime Minister
Yoshiro Mori's trip to
Bangladesh beginning August 19
is "unlikely ~ to take place. How-
ever, a well placed Japanese
embassy official confirmed that
the trip was on.

No high official of the Foreign
Ministry was available for con-

ation or comments.

* = The official news agency BSS

quoting an unnamed source
said: is uncertainty is due to
the country’s flood situation and
afflictiop of a large number of
people by den
ficial said. adding that nearly
20 per cent land mass of the
country is under flood waters. It
is feared that the intensity of
the flood might increase in the
coming davs as the forecast
says there will be more rainfall.

"He recalled that the worst
flood of the country in 1998 had
started on August 19.

“In the prevailing situation.
the high-ups in the government
are in doubt about giving wel-
come to Prime Minister Yoshiro
Mori.”, BSS reported

A senfor official of the
Japanese embassy when con-

See page 11 col 7
Case against PM

Akhteruzzaman
did not sign

vokalatnama

BNP lawmaker Maj (retd)
Akhteruzzaman did not sign
the 'vokalatnama' prepared by
BNP to file a case against Prime

aMinister Sheikh Hasina for her

recent remarks about the judi-
ciary, reports UNB.

. id not sign the
‘vokalatnama’ as I do not know
where | will sign and what for.
As Member of Parliament |
have the right to know this
clearly,” he told UNB over
phone last night.

He said he went to Minto
Road while the move was on
there. ;

"I do not know which forum
has taken the decision to file a
case.” the MP from Kishoreganj

said.
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Opposition lawmakers will
file a contempt petition with
the High Court against Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina for her
remarks against the judiciary.
The petition may be filed on
Wednesday, sources said.
All the MPs of BNP, Jatiya
Partv and Jamaat-e-Islami will
be plaintiff in the petition, BNP
Secretary General Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan told newsmen af-
ter a meeting of BNP Parlia-
mentary Party yesterday
evening. .
BNP chief and Leader of the
Opposition Khaleda Zia chaired
the meeting, held at her official
residence.
“We have unanimously de-
cided to file the petition to pro-
tect the judiciary and ensure

By Staff Correspondent

rule of law in the country,
Bhuiyan said.

“As lawmakers, we can not
sit idle when the Awami League
government and the Prime
Minister attempt to destroy the
judicial system. The govern-
ment has already politicised
lower courts and is now trying
to Influence higher courts,” he
alleged.

Bhuivan said the Prime
Minister and some of her Cabi-
net colleagues are making fre-
quent adverse remarks on the

judiciary. The ruling party also

brought out stick processions 1o
hasten execution of a lower
court verdict. All these are
aimed at influencing higher

courts, he said.
At the BNPPP meeting, 93

MPs, including Khaleda Zia,
Prof AQM Badrudozza Chowd-
hury, M Saifur Rahiman, Abdul
Mannan Bhuivan, Khandaker
Delwar Hossain and M Morshed
Khan signed individual
vokalatenamas.

BNP has 110 MPs. Some of
them are out of the country and
some could not attend vester-
day's meeting because of lliness.

Sources sald vokalatnamas
were sent to Jativa Party
(Ershad) Secretary General Naz-
fjur Rahman Manjur and Ja-
maat-e-Islami Secretary Gen-
eral Matiur Rahman Nizami on
Saturday night for signature of
MPs of those parties.

The three Jamaat MPs have
already signed thelr rokalat-
namas and returned those to
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position MPs to file contempt
case against PM Wednesday

BNP. Vokalatnamas of JP MPs
are expected this morning, the
sources sald. JP (Ershad) clahins
that it has 20 MPs.

BNP Standing Committee
member Barrister Moudud
Ahmed will file the petition on
behalf of the MPs.

Bhuiyan sald several hun-
dred lawyers of High Court have
already signed vokalatnamas
to flle a separate contempt peti-
tion against the Prime Minis-
ter.

They are expected to be filed
the petition in a day or two, he
sald

A meeting of the BNP Stand-
ing Committee will be held this
evening at Khalada Zia's offi-
cial residence to discuss filing
of the contempt petition.
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Third such incident in a month

;I,‘k 28 lakh mugged from

‘ +

Muggers shot and injured
two garment factory employees
and allegedly took away about
Tk 28 lakh in the city vester-
day, '

The miscreants riding in a
white car intercepted the mi-
crobus at Babar Road in Mo-
hammedpur, shot at the driver
and the accountant, and took
away Tk 28.39 lakh, said police
quoting the FIR. The gang left
the spot firing gunshots

According to an eyewitness,
three people carrying firearms
intercepted the microbus, broke
open a windowpane and asked
the employees to hand over the
money to them. One of the mug-
gers fired two shots at the
driver, when the employees re-
fused to oblige

The employees of Alif Gar-
ments located at Babar Road
had collected the sum from Is-

By Staff Correspondent
lami Bank's Motijheel Lianch
yvesterday. The amount was to
be paid to the workers as its
salary, sald Mohammad Azizul
Islam, chalrman of the organi-
sation.

“The miscreants were prob-
ably following the microbus
from the bank.” Islam said,
adding that the muggers in-
sisted that the money be kept in
two bags and both be surren-
(lered to them.

This is the third such Inci-
dent to have taken place in a
month,

Earlier on July 27, muggers
riding two motorbikes snatched
Tk 11.5 lakh from employees of
a construction firm at Karwan-
bazar In the city, after the
money was drawn from Na-
tional Bank at Dilkusha

The miscreants carrying
mobile phones were following

garment employees

the employees all the way from
the bank, suspected the officials
of the company

In aner*r such incident on
July 11, muggers with their
faces r_-r_:x-r-rrrﬁ snatched Tk 6
lakh from a travel agency em-
ployee [rom the premises of
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel,

Riding two motorbikes, the
miscreants followed the em-
ployvee all the way from a bank
al Motijheel and took awav the
nmoney in broad davlight in
presence of security personnel

Meanwhile, BGMEA Presi-
dent Anisur Rahman Sinha in a
statement yesterday expressed
concern at the latest incident of
mugging. Drawing the attention

of thie home minisier. he de-
manded immediate recovery of
the amount of monev as well as
punishment to the culprits
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Teachers and employees of non-government schools and colleges formed a hum
Jatiya Press Club yesterday. They have been agitating since July 10 to press their six-point demand including 100 per
cent salary from the public exchequer.
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an chain on the sidewalk in front of the
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Non-govt teachers
to continue strike

Ihe *-HIIxIII_LL school, {fu“g'.l__:w
and madrassah teachers
lormed human chains in th
clistrict headquarters across the
country yesterday amid report
of a clash among rivals groups,
reports LINB

At least 18 teachers were in
jured, three of them seriously,
in a clash in Manikganj dis-
trict centering the formation of
human chain there as part ol
non-stop agitation of the non
government teachers to realise
their 6-point demand

The injured are lecturer of
Khan Bahadur Awlad Hossain
Khan College Ruhul Azam Su-
jon, Anisur Kahman ot Kouri
MA Rouf Degree College and
Moulana Jahirul Islam ol
Dholla BM High School

Academic activity came lo a
hhalt as the teachers under the
banneér of Bangladesh Federa
tion ol Teachers
(BFTA) continued strike at the
non-government
institutions

Meanwhile
parliamentar
mitiee o011
was told vesterdayv that the

1
ecddlucational

A meeting
standing com-

1 " ‘ :
eaucCanon ininisiny

Assocliations

ernment was ready to resolve
the crisis through negotjation

jut the leading teachers said
they won't “unlock schools, col-
leges and madrassah until their
demand for hundred per cenl
salaryvy and allowances f(rom
government exchequer is mei

Their demands include rais-
ing the government contribu-
tion to their salaries to 100 Per
cent, regular promotion, time
scale. and increasing house
rent., medical and other
lowances

In the capital city

al-

the teach-

ers, who are on strike since Au
sust 10, formed a human chain
from Shikkha Bhaban via
Press Club to Muktangon
Later, the speakers at a rally
inn front of the National Press
Club vowed 1o go ahead with
their movement
in NAr ‘.-!-__'L_'s'. [ 1 thle 11
sued aftter participants ol a
mounrning 'EI" 551011 1| |
o h -1 n froin be
¥ ere passin
: WL i)
'] 11 - -
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Statements of two witnesses recorded

KHULNA, Aug 13: Witnesses
homeopath doctor Abdur
Rashid and minor boy Abdul
Kader have identified Rangu as
one of three persons who killed
Awami league leader SMA Rab
on Friday.
Metropolitan Magistrate
Rabiur Reza Siddiqui recorded
their statements today under
Section 164 of Cr PC.
Rashid and Kader had ac-
companied Rab while he was go-
ing to mosque to offer Jumma
pravers when he was shot dead.

Rangu and another young
man. James, arrested vyester-
day. were placed on six days’
remand today by Chiel
Metropolitan Magistrate P R
Chakma.

The OC of Sonadanga thana
is the investigation officer (10)

From Staff Correspondent

of the murder caseé. A special
team comprising top officials of
Khulna Metropolitan Police
(KMP). headed by the Policed
Commissioner, will interrogate
the accused and supervise the
investigation, sources in KMP
said.

Police also seized the motor-
cycle used by James during the
murder. James was an employee
of a construction firin of Feroz.
brother-in-law of Rab. Later, he
was made one of armed security
guards of Rab.

Rangu, who was a black-
marketer of cinema tickets and
deed writer at Sonadanga set-
tlement office earlier, became
one of the most trusted security
guards of Rab. But Rangu was
absent from duty on the day Rab
was killed

ou identified as one
of the killers of Rab

Rangu told police that he was
on leave on Friday to take part
in an angling competition. But
police said Rangu had a quarrel
with Rab on Thursday.

Police believe that Rangu
and James were hired for
Killing the ruling party's may-
oral candidate in Khulna City
Corporation election. Intelli-
gence agencies had advised Rab
not to move unguarded

They sald rivalry in Khulna
AL may be one of the canses foi
the murder. The rivalry took an
awful turn during the 'grand
rally’ of freedom hghh-r.\ liere
last month, which was ad-
dressed by AL chief and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina

Rab was not allowed to sit

on the Li"“l““' His rivals in the
>ee page 11 col 8B

One shot dead,
arnother stabbed
in Chittagong

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, August 13:
One person was shot dead and
a jewellerv shop owner was
stabbed in two separate inci-
dents in the city during the last
24 hours ending at 7 pm today,
police said.

Md Tawhid, 18, was at-
tacked by some muggers while
he was going to Baroipara area
under Chandgao thana in the
city in a rickshaw at noon to-
day.

Police said the muggers shot
him point blank as he refused
to give them money. They took
away Tk 20,000 from Tawhid
and fled the scene, police
added. Tawhid died on the spot.

In another incident at Hazari
Lane, one Ajit Banik, owner ol a
jewellery shop, was stabbed by
some terrorists while he was re-
turning to his house at 11:30
pm yesterday, police said

Banik was admitted to Chit
tagong Medical College Hospital
lor treatment.

Bahaddarhat carnage

Another SMG recovered |

" from Hazarika's house

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 13: Police
m a raid this morning seized
another Chinese made SMG
which was reportedly used in
Bahaddgghat incident that left
eight people including six BCL
activists killed

Police said the sophisticated
weapon similar to AK-47, was
ru:'tnt'-u‘r'*.‘tl irom the house of ar-
rested Shibir cadre Gias Haz
arika at Kuaish here at 9 amn to-
day

J"U.':III"'I”i'._.‘, his
sional statement, police
ducted the raid and
the weapon Ifrom a garage

Hazarika is now on a seven-
dav remand in connection with
Bahaddarhat killing case

Police seized another Chi-
nese made SMG with 13 bullets
from Hazarika's residence at
Kuaish on Thursday night

Police suspect that there ar

to conles-
LMl -

recovered

arnis and ammunition
under Hazarika s p«
nd are questioning liim to re

COVE] II": e -
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A senior police ofticial pre-
ferring anonymity told
correspondent that Hazarika
used to conduct arms and am-
munition trade through an
agent in ('Ili[l-!;atl;‘; cityv and
earned huge amount of money

He also said that drive was
on to nab Hazarika's agent who
used to procure arms and am-
munition from some insurgent
groups active on Bangladesh-
Mvanmar border

this

Meanwhile. police collected
im]rur!.mi intormation ifrom
Hazarika about thhose who

bought arms from him

However, six mnembers of the
seven-member Killer gang are
still at large, police said
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built their shanties
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A woman in Shamurbari village in Munshiganj thana stands on a raised platform in front
of her thatched hut submerged by flood water and children push a boat.

These people

. here after the Padma eroded away their original homesteads. Nature
threatens their lives once more.

— Star photo
\ :

Flood situation worsens in O dists

2 children drown

in Manikganj

Overall flood situnation in
Dhaka, Manikganj. Munshi-
ganj, Narsingdi and Sylhet dis
trict deteriorated further ves-
terday as major rivers, includ-
ing Padma and Jamuna, con-
tinued to swell inundating fresh
areas, reports UNB

In Manikgan|, two children
drowned and three people were
missing in a boat capsize.

The victims were Identified
as Swapan, 4, Robin, 4, Sunil
Goswaml, 40, Altaf, 45, and
Liton, 17,

The flood situation in the
district worsened as rivers
Padma and Jamuna and their
tributaries continued to swell,

ﬂmniln% low-lylng areas In
Sadar, Signorl and Saturia up-
azilas.

The two rivers were still
flowing 39 cm above their dan-
ger marks,

Road communications were
disrupted In rural areas while
standing crops and vegetables
on vast tracts of land washed
away causing huge loss to the
farmers.

Another report [rom Munsi-

See page 11 col 6

Use of fabric from SAARC states

Govt to study impact on
RMG, textile sectors

By Rafig Hasan

The government and stake
holders in the textile sector at a
joint meeting yesterday decided
to conduct a comprehensive
study of the impact ol govern-
ment's support to a GSFP provi-
sion on garments and textile
sector in the country.

A professional consultant
will be appointed to review all
aspects of SAARC cumulation
in exporting goods to the EU
countries under Generalised
System of Preference (GSP),
nit‘('lillg sources said

The study would be com:
pleted in four months and it
would also review the impact of
SAARC cumulation on the na-
tional economy and the balance
ol payment.

The government recently
consented to the EU provision
that goods made with raw ma-
terials from any SAARC coun-
try would get the GSP facility,
which 1s called SAARC cumula-
tion

Earlier, goods made with
only local raw materials got the
facility from the EU conntries

Commerce Secretary Golam

Rahman presided over yester-
day's meeting held at the com-
merce ministry. It was attended
by, among others, President of
Bangladesh Garments Manu-
facturers and Exporters Associ-
atifon BGMEA Anisur Rahman
Sinha, President of Bangladesh
Knitwear Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BKMEA)
Monjurul Huq. Chairman ol
Bangladesh Textile Mills Asso-
ciation (BTMA) Salman F
Rahman, President of
Bangladesh Terry Towel and
Linen Manufacturers Associa-
tion (BTTLMA) Col (retd)
Anisuzzaman and President ol
Bangladesh Specialised Textile
Mills and Power loom Indus-
tries Assoclation (BSTMPIA)
Mohammad Shahjada Mian

BTMA criticised the gov-
ernment for giving consent to
SAARC cumulation while BG-
MEA and BKMEA spoke in
favour of It.

The BTMA chairman said
the new provision wonld de-
stroy textile industry and have
a negative hnpact on establish-

See page 11 col 8
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| Beanibazar thana |

Dengue: 77 more
hospitalised in
Dhaka, Ctg and

| at Feni
By Staff Correspondent

Seventy-seven more dengue
patients were hospitalised in
Dhaka and Chittagong cities
and at Fenl yesterday

Of them, 52 were admitted
to different hospitals and clinics
in Dhaka, 21 in Chittagong and
| four at Feni

in Dhaka, 29 dengue pa-
tients were admitted to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital. five Lo
| Mitford Hospital, two to Dhaka
| Shishu Hospital. four to BIR-

DEM, two to Suhrawardi Hospi-

tal and one de; ' :

admitted to
Rajarbagh

The Red Crescent Holy Fain-

| ily Hospital reported admitting

| three dengue patients while

Police H *-i-lﬁ.ﬂ 11
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L

' Topbusmessman
murdered at
Beanibazar
rrespondent

| From Staff Cor

| SYLHET, Aug busi-
NeEsSsInNAa I1 Was | |r, | leath
it his nebusiness fi L
| Beanibazar thana headquarters
tocdday
115 EMpPLO?" S o
killed him and fled away I
ing the body under lock and ke
inside the {fice room, sources
said. Ripon, the main suspect in
LIe t'.lH'i:.;:'.'. 1S AITeS | l1iS |
1 ternoon from Ashuganj fern
ghat while {leeing Yhaka
Police said Haj jlul H
| nan, 60, was chopped | leath
| some time after midnight 1}
| died instantih
Some stafl ot J \ Store
| were counting huge money 11
| presence ol ownei Haii Hannan
| at 1bout mi i]!'i__'.;_' Police sus
| pect the emplovees killed hi
| and iled the spot in the earh
hours of today. The body was
recovered this morning by the
| police and the neighbourers
i Police immediately sent
| team to Dhaka. The team led by
| ASI Abdul Bari of Beanibazai
| thana caught Ripon at the fern
| ghat at about 3 am today. Ripon
| hails from Netrakona district
| He was emploved work at

Jovtara Store at Beanibazar
| last week, the ]-'.-ilt!' wclded
!' Late Hannan came of a rich
| family at village Novagram. He
| was owner of a number ol big
| business establishments at
} Beanibazar. He also owned hugt
| landed property, sources said
Mainul Islamn. a son of the

|
i deceased

iil{l"__.q,i el U elSe W |!‘| ine

st Nniorrean

was done in the Sylhet MAG
Osmani Medical College this al-
erinnoonn

Journahist murder

4/sent to Dhaka
for interrogation

JESSORE, Aug 13: The four

| people arrested in connection

with the Killing of journalist
Shamsur Rahman, were sent to
Dhaka for interrogation, re-
ports UNB.

The arrested — Raliq. An-
warul, Shahidul and All Hos-
sain — will be interrogated in
Dhaka Interrogation Cell.

They were sent to Dhaka afl-
ter a court here today granted
police to take them on a seven-

day remand

‘A police team, led by CID
ASP Dulaluddin Akon, left Jes-
sore along with the accused for
Dhaka at about 11 am

Meanwhile, local newsmen
as part of their ongoing agita-
tion programmes protesting the
killing of Rahman and arrest ol
his killers, held a day-long
convention at the local press
chub today

Their tomorrow s pro-
grammes include formation of
a human chain from local Bi-
man office to the central bus

terminal.




