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up in an unconventional Beauty-and-the-
Beast attraction with a bizarre creature played
winningly by Ryder's then-fianceé, Johnny Depp.
Whi e the film certainly was the most auspicious
of her career up to that point, the fact
remained that was fed up with playing a
teenager, forever poised tremulously on the cusp of
maturity.
Independent film maker Jim Jarmusch helped brid e
generat on gap somewnhat by writing a special part
‘n his anthology Night on Earth, in which she played
s an LA cabbie who dreams of becoming a mechanic. On the
3 .r mzh.ﬁ:gscale. the film was a baby step, to be sure. Ryder would
e a far greater stride in Frandis Ford Coppola's The
Godfather, Part lil, bul she was forced to withdraw from the
due to a respiratory infection brought on by exhaus-
her d from the project led to a particularly unfortu-
Iﬂe casting choice of the director's daughter Sofia, an inexperi-
mdand mately Inept substitute.
pola’s dealings were far from completed.
ARE'SI ive Artists Agency, where she had the
foresi toresaveﬂw right to review all scripts submitted to the
aﬁ Ryder latched onto a promising screenplay based on
m Stoker's novel Dracula. She approached Coppola with
% scrpt and the rest is movie history. Coppola's decadent
. anﬂ erolic Bram Stoker’s Dracula provided Ryder with the
break she had been looking for: finally, for the first time in
her career, she was playing a mature woman, and what's
more, the woman in question was the object of the
immortal count s blood-soaked desire.

Ryder also managed a fairly convincing British accent
{the same could not be said for co-star Keanu Reeves), but
not everyone was convinced that she pulled the role off. if
critics were divided on the ultimate effectiveness of Ryder’s
performance in the film, they were In absolute a ent

over her Oscar-nominated su ing tum as May Welland in The
A@ of Innocence, a film adapted from Edith Wharton's merdiless

of 19th-century New aristocracy.

In 1994, Ryder stepped out of her crinolines to achieve iconic
status as the quintessential Gen-Xer in Reality Bites, held her own in
a cream-ofthe-cop cast in the but adaptation of Isabel
Allende’s The House of the Spirits, and then capped off the year
with an Oscar-nominated (this time in the Best Actress contest)

.Wasmmrm in Little Women. Ryder dedicated the
to Polly Klaas, a irt from Ryder's hometown who
- was kidnapped and brutal rnur in 1993 (At the time of the
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0,000 rewsard for informa- tio
n leading to the child’s attacker, and she continues to be

a strong supporter of the Polly Klaas Foundation.)

With the delicate, ethereal beauty of a consumptive heroine of
Eere and an impressive range, Ryder has already proven herself to

one of the most luminous and successful interpreters of the 19th
century. But considering her card-carrying Generation-X status, her
weleubItcued love history (which includes steamy chapters titled
Johnr!y " "Christian Slater,” "Daniel Day-Lewis,” "David
Pirner, "Da d Duchovny,” "David Pirner, Part 11"

and "Matt

Damon"), and her equal virtuosity at playing latter-day leads (as
evidenced in 1995's How To Make an American Quilt), Ryder is
undoubtedly very present in the present. In 1996, she rounded out
the star-studded cast of Al Pacino's !J::N:ka;3 for Richard, plarmb

Anne in Al Pacino's documentary about performing William
Shaies;)eares Richard lll; and she reunited with her Age of
Innocence co-star and ex-flame Danlel Day-Lewis in an adaptation
of Arthur Miller's The Crucible.

Ryder next tested the limits of time, space, and believability,
with Alien Resurrection, in which she aids Sigourney Weaver's
reanimated Ripley in battling aliens, and 1998 brought a role as an
irresponsible actress in Woody Allen's Celebrity and another h|F
profile romance, in the person of Matt Damon. James Mangold's
1999 adaptation of the Susanna Kaysen novel Girl, Interrupte
earmed Ryder both a headlining role and an executive produce)
credit.
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orpezienario B ?me in C. Confrontation & Development
riziRofAor Linus Torvalds during his student years: Soon Linus faced some confrontation from none other than
Andrew Tanenbaum, the great teacher who wrote MINIX. In a post to Linus, Tanenbaum commented: " | still
, rededthe G-virus from maintain the point that designing a monolithic kemel in 1991 is a fundamental error. Be thankful you are
w1ond floor of the not my student. You would not get a high grade for such a design.” (Andrew Tanenbaum to Linus Torvalds)
pe O . . , . : : .
» psgsmode, beat the Linus later admitted that it was the worst point of his development of Linux. Tanenbaum was certainly
s uarating the famous professor, and anything he said certainly mattered. But he was wrong with Linux, for Linus was
o i 8 plays the same one stubbom who won't admit defeat. Tanenbaum also remarked that: "Linux is obsolete”.
= bep Tofu, you Now was the turn for the new Linux generation. Backed by the strong Linux community, Linus gave a
ﬂ % throu a ﬁrst reply to Tanenbaum which seems to be most fitting: Your job is betn%a professor and researcher: That's one
other hellofagood excuse for some of the brain-damages of minix. (Linus Torvalds to Andrew Tanenbaum)
rio, then And work went on. Soon more than a hundred people joined the Linux camp. Then thousands. Then
Tﬂ! # can finish each hundreds of thousands. This was no Ion%_ler a hackers toy. Powered by a plethora oi proFrams, from the GNU
F project, Linux was ready for the actual showdown. It was licensed under GNU General Public License, thus
DJ" afiere are trainers! ensuring that thebsgldrtr:te codes will be free for all to copy, study and to change. Students and computer
pr mmers gra
e H?I-Eignu?} n, commercial vendors moved in. Linux itself was, and is free. What the vendors did was to compile
TE shread up various software and gather them in a distributable format, more like the other operating systems with
med® first find which le were more familiar. Red Hat, Caldera, Debian, and some other companies gained substantial
g W d 153“‘ amount of r nse from the users worldwide. With the new Graphical User Interfaces (like X-windows,
@23 ainimded, piants  KDE) the Linux distributions became very popular.
) :‘ﬁ' skiniess Meanwhile, there were amazing things happening with Linux. Engineers have tweaked Linux to run
g g "M CONSECUlVE  3C6my's handheld PalmPilot computer. Red Hat Software's version of Linux won the 1996 award for best
mﬁ*m- And if desktop computer operating system from trade magazine InfoWorld. In April that year researchers at Los ] .
,ﬂm twice when Alamos National Laboratory used Linux to run 68 PCs as a single Faral!el processing machine to simulate s 1
mi‘_ atomic shock waves. The do-it-yourself supercomputer cost only $152,000, including labor (connecting the
ﬁglﬂaﬁ of Resident 68 PCs with cables)-about one tenth the price of a co garable commercial machine. lt reached a peak speed m'
<1 qaaayg mg of 19 btllllcm c{alcx{?ugns per sec%r;d rg&l;in it the 315th most powerful supercomputer in the world. Three
| months later it still didn't haveto be re ;
giﬁ something The best thing about Linux today is the fanatic following it commands. Whenever a new piece of MT“:: mmof agendas attached to Limp Bizkit's free, Napster-sponsored
, P YCEXEto setup  hardware s out, Linux kernel is tweaked to take advantage of it. For example, within weeks after the ' Basics” club tour this summer. The group wants to give something back to
pslEae USING 3 3d  introduction of Intel Xeon® Microprocessor, Linux kernel was tweaked and was ready for it. it has alsobeen S fanSsanc wants to make a stand on the role of the Intemet in the music
Y and  adapted for usein Alpha, Mac, PowerPC, and even for palmtops, a feat which is hardly matched by any other ~ IHESt '_ # = jorld Order. But the quintet whose 1999 release, Significant Other,
o o) operating system. And it continues its journey into the new millenium, with the same enthusiasm that > million copies hasn't lost sight of the fact that the road show Is also
edﬁ" , Ashik 8  started one fine dayback in 1991. _; ) tus‘ﬂreadmemrdamllsnextalbum ChomlateStarﬂmand
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Patricia Amanda Torvalds

As for Linus, he remains a simple man. Unlike Bill Gates, he is not a billionaire. Having completed studies,

he moved to USA and landed a job at Transmeta Corporation. Recently married, he Is the proud father of a

Elﬂ Patricla Amanda Torvalds. But he remains as the world's most favorite and most famous programmer to

is date. Revered by Computer communities worldwide, Linus is by far the most popular programmer on
this planet. He deserves it.

Some Linux Cookies

Here are some famous words by Linus himself.
“If you want to travel around the world and be Invited to

speugasalotofdf!fmmm“rrﬁa Unix operating
Other than the fact Linux has a cool name, could

ever though it does mean some work, and | haven't gotten
any complaints (some almost timid reminders about a
patch | have forgotten or Ignored, but nothing negative so
far).

Don't rake the above to mean that Il stop the

someone why I should use Linux over BSD? somebody complains; I'm thick-skinned (Lasu, who
Na That's it. The cool name, that is. We worked readin Hs over my shoulder commented that "thick-
ammﬂmtmﬂdqpm‘tnﬂwmja HEADED is closer o the truth”) htotakesome abuse.
alp' thousands of e are If I weren't, I'd have stopped devefopln linux the d
05/2? Hah. l‘ve Linux.  astridiculed me onc.o.minix. P'.haﬂmean ust that while
m szsonwdemenﬂake putting a

linux has been my baby so far, | don't want to stand In the

| 4 . mﬁﬁrﬂwmﬂ;mﬁ PH wﬂi?mgmmﬂ!grngm ﬂ(}r
? thwarey away a lot of people just because It sounds eyrrwvecouapp a saint-hood from the
r ] have Pa m 7 at his emall-address [s? I'm
W l?ldly think linux would be better served son!celtmksynu
“tl,ltlul m "abdicate”. | don't think that "I wrote a program that crashed
: rf methi 'M&thn about :m wtstamatywblankﬁ;mdsay "Hey, |
It happening In the near future. | dotngumm gouhose systern, “for free™.

F 1 Water, due this fall.
ot for interludes, allmelqngonthecakehemandmmgnarm
saic meopmmgnlgmm "Back to Basics” at State

ﬁmef'_aﬂded drummer John Otto. "All the music's done.
rking to just put between things. But other than that,
justam . e ‘prmaklngsuremEMarem and making
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