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Dhaka, Thimpu may
agree on a second
transit route

By M Anwarul Hagq

Bangladesh and Bhutan are
gxpecied 1o sign a new ten-year
co-operation agreement soon.
Although slmilar in content to
the existing one that expires on
September 7, the new treaty will
pe more comprehensive in na-

mre.
Two land transit routes,
scope for increase in trade and

promotion of tourism between
the two countries both by air
and land are likely to feature in
the new agreement.

A high-level delegation from
Thunpu is expected to arrive in
the capital on August 19 to ne-

tiate with officials here and
the groundwork for the new

operation trade. On comple-

n of the talks, the signing is
cted some time next month.
“The new agreement which

is expected to be signed follow-
g the negotiations would fur-
ther renew, broaden and
strengthen the existing com-
mercial and trading arrange-
ments between the two neigh-
bours.” said Lhatu Wangchuk,
Bhutan s ambassador to
Bangladesh. "Bangladesh and
Bhutan are two closest neigh-

ingladosh-ﬂhutan trade and

bours and we have no con-
tentious issues between us.”
Bangladesh and Bhutan

signed the present commercial
treaty 20 vears back in 1980.
The treaty had an initial life of

renewal for ten more years,

While in Dhaka on a recent
official trip, Foreign Minister
of Bhutan Lyonpo Jigme Thin-
ley had expressed optimism
that the new agreement would
increase trade and people-to-
people interaction “to a great
extent.”

The landlocked kingdom is
also expecting opening of a sec-
ond overland transit route
through India to Bangladesh
“lor easler and more economic
movement” of its cargo.

The Bhutanese foreign min-
ister also revealed that India
had been approached and it had
agreed to allow a second land
transit route.

The pml:nwd route would
connect Nakugaon in Sherpur
on the Bangladesh side and

Dalu on the Indian side of
Bhutan
The present transit route

throngh the landport at Buri-
man in Lalmonirhat lacks nec-
essary infrastructure. There is
no warehousing facility, power
supply or telecommmunication
arraugenments, Besides, the
Nakugaon route would be
shorter and enable access to the
eastern part of Bhutan where
the majority of the Bhutanese
people live.

There is another aspect, ob-
senvers belleve. that authorities
of both countries should con-
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Flood feared in

more areas
Major rivers keep
swelling

ten years with the provision of
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Announcement

By Staff Correspondent
Fresh low-lying areas of
Dhaka. Narayanganj and
Manikganj might get swamped
by today as some major rivers
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city, marking the International Indigenous Day yesterday.

Indigenous people organised a colourful programme at the Central Shaheed Minar in the
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Foreign Secretary Shali
Sami vyesterday said that
Dhaka was making efforts to
create a congenial climate [or
regional co-operation and to
revive the SAARC process.
"There is a feeling that re-
sional co-operation has suf-
ered. At the behest of Prime

Efforts to revive

SAARC summit
in full swing

After New Delhi, Islamabad 1s
foreign secy's next stop

By Diplomatic Correspondent

receiving Sheikh Hasina's let-
ter, the foreign secretary only
said, “"We are encouraged by the
views of the Indian Primme Min-
ister.”

Sami said he would leave for
Islamabad on a similar mission
on August 22 and may carry a
letter from the PM for

[

83 voters at
Khaleda's

residence?
By Staff Correspondent

As many’'as 83 voters - 60
males and 23 females - were
registered at the cantonmment
residence of Khaleda Zia, the
chairperson of BNP and Leader
of the Opposition in
Parliamment, according to the
draft voter list,

The draft list, published on
Julv 18. mentioned Khaleda's
house at 6. Shaheed Moinul
Raad in the Dhaka Cantonment
as the common address of all
those voters.

The voters include Khaleda
herself, her two sons - Tareque
Rahman and Arafat Rahman -
and their wives. Also included
in the list are Shamsul Alam, a
clvil servant who was at the
Prime Minister’'s Office during

ANNOUNCEMENT

Dialogue on Women in Parliament

Time and Date: 8:30am-6pm, Today, 10th August
Venue: LGED Bhaban, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka

A day-long dialogue will be held on
"Women in Parliament” organised
jointly by @he aily Star, the Fair
Election Monitoring Alliance (FEMA)
and Centre for Alternatives (CA).

Sixty four women activists from 64
districts will take part in the dia-
logue. Leaders from AL, BNP and
other political parties, academicians,
development workers, cultural
activists, women activists and leaders
of other professional groups are
expected to participate. You are
invited to attend and strengthen the
cause of greater number of women

TK 16cr bailout
plan for KNM

The government will funnel
Tk 16 crore as working capital
into state-run Khulna
Newsprint Mill in view of huge
demand for newsprint, espe-
cially for print media, reports
UNB.

A high-level meeting review-
ing the performance of SOEs
under the Industries Ministry
was today apprised of the
bailout plan for the mill.

Industries Minister Tofail
Ahmed, who chaired the meet-
ing, also asked the BCIC to
make a leak-proof plan for
KNM to make it a viable con-
cern.

He also enquired about the
production status of North Ben-
gal Paper Mills. Karnapholi
Paper Mills and Sylhet Pulp
and Paper Mills and asked the
authorities to ensure optinim
productivity.

The meeting was informed
that Increased price and short
supply of ‘gacah’ wood — basic
raw material of newsprint —
and abrupt stoppage of subsidy
since 1992-93 raised production
cost of KNM and reduced its ca-
pacity by at least 50 per cent.

Sundarbans forest authority
is supposed to supply 48 lakh cft
gaoah per annum for produgc-
tion 48,000 tonnes of newsprint
at KNM.

BCIC authorities also In-
formed the meeting that due to
sale price policy in 1992-93, the
KNM had to incur huge loss that
spiralled to Tk 302 crore at pre-
sent.

Newsprint of KNM was sold
at Tk 19,000 per tonne agajnst

L in the parliament.

50,000 per tonnes,
See page 11 col 7

I the market price as high as Tk

Remembrance of a holocaust

SANGAT or South Asian Network for Gender Activists
and Trainers held a candle lighting programme at the
Central Shaheed Minar in remembrance of the victims of

Hiroshima bombing.
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US co to invest $1b
in jute-based

composite plants

State minister tells Che Daily Star

By Mustak Hossain

A US company has proposed
to Invest one billion US dollars
in the country’s jute sector, ac-
cording to the state minister for
jute,

Proteraa Capital has agreed
to set up jute-based composite
plants In Bangladesh at an ap-
proximate cost of one billion
dollars, said State Minister for
Jute A K Faezul Huq in an in-
terview with The Dul:ilx' Star.

This would help revitalise
the country’s dying jute sector,
he said. “The company has cho-
sen Bangladesh to set up its
plants for avallability of best
quality jute and cheap man-
power.”

India and China, the two
other major jute growing coun-
iries, tried to strike a similar
deal with Proteraa, but the
company opted for Bangladesh,
Hugq said.

"Mick Hodges, Chief Execu-
tive Officer (CEO) of Proteraa
Capital, proposed to me to set up
the plant during my recent visit
in the United States,” the state
minister said.

Although the government
would not have to invest in the
plants, it would be required to
provide ready infrastructure for
the proposed plants in the form
of transferring at least two
running jute mills, the state
minister said. He said the gov-
ernment is yvet to decide on eq-
uity sharing

The plants will produce
compressed jute block used as a
construction material to keep
houses and business establish-
ments warm in Europe and
America, he said. The produce

would be exported to Europe and
North American markets since
there Is no domestic demand for
suich product, he sald.

“The government will pro-
vide all necessary help and sup-
port for successful Implemen-
tation of the plants as the main
objective of the present gov-
ernment s to encourage foreign
investment.”

A team from US will visit
Bangladesh to conduct a feasi-
bility study on the proposed
plants, the minister said. but
gave no specific date,

The plants would process up
to 100,00 tonnes of raw jute an-
nually, he said. Bangladesh
produces about 850,000 tonnes
of raw jute every year. The new
plants would raise the aggregate
employment in the country's
jute sector from the existing
85,000 to 110,000

He said the proposed plants
would help the country regain
its lost glory in the jute market
Jute and jute goods account for
about 15 per cent of the GDP

The Dhaka-based Interna-
tional Jute Organisation (IJO)
ceased Its operation in April
after jute producing and con-
suming countries agreed on a
new international pact regulat-
ing trade in the material

Despite Dhaka's efforts to
pursue European Union coun-
tries to continue their support
in jute and jute products, they
withdrew their support from
the global forum

“There will be cooperation
among jute growing and con-
suming countries in other
forms,” said the state minister

43m DM German aid
for three projects

By Rafig Hasan

An agreenent will be signed
here today under which Ger-

many will provide 43 million
Deustche Mark for three pro-
jects, according to finance

ministry sources

The Proje« IS are rehabilita
tion of Ashuganj power plant
(20 m), dredging ol Chittagong
port (15 m) and pre-paid meter-
iImg system in power supplh
(3m).

Assistance for Ashuganj
power plant is conditioned to
privadsation ol the plant, as
suggested by Germany and other

Aonors

Fhe government has decided
to form Ashuganj Power Com-
pany to privatise the plant. A
proposal in this regard has been
submiitted to the law ministry
and a decision is likely soon
But if there is no decision, the
government will have the right
to divert the money to other
projects, the sources said

Fhe amounts for dredging
the port and introducing pre-
paid metering system will be
available soon. Part of the as-
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BGMEA sees boon in
new GSP provision

By Staff Correspondent

'-,t‘*-'lt'|n:i i\
claimed that the new provision
of GSP facility for garments
made with fabrics froin SAARC
countries would not aflect loc al
textile industries

Rather, it will expand
Bangladesh's garments marketl
abroad and create more deman
lor fabrics In the country

AS per a recent agrecnient
signed between the government
the European Union, apparels
macde with raw materials from
any SAARC country will
GSP facilities in EU countries
Earlier, apparels made only
with local fabrics were eligible
for GSP.

The BGMEA leaders said, il
forward linkage industries ex-
pand in the country, demand
for backward linkage industries

BGMEA

leaders

gel
¢

will also rise. The 'SAARC
cumulation’ will not harmm the
local textile serctor. they said

while exchanging views with a
group of newsmen at the BG-
MEA office

[hey congratulated the gov-
ernment for ths

Refuting the allegation that
it would bring disaster lor the
country's textile sector, they
said that it would rather help
setting up of backward linkage
industries and create employ-
ment.

They said that the local tex-
tile mills could meet only 10 per
cent of the demand for 'woven
fabrics' and that their prices
were higher than those of im-
ported ones despite huge Incen-
tives by the govermment.

First Vice-president Alhaj
Khalilur Rahman, Second Vice-
president Anisul Huq and Vice
president (Finance) Benajir
Ahmed of BGMEA and its Direc-
tors Abu Taher and Mahmudur
Rahiman Manna were present

"We have to prepare for the
situation when there will be no
quota facility after 2004. The
new provision will help us es.
tablish backward and forward
linkage industries,” said Anisul
Hugq.

He said TK 60,000 crore in-
vestments are needed to meet
mrment tactories’ demand lor
abrics, but we do not see any
such possibility betore 2004

“So what's wrong in using |

%
o

imported fabrics and getting
GSP [acilities?

Sonie categories of 'woven
fabrics' are not produced in the
country. "If we get GSP facility
by importing those, our ready
made garments sector will be
benelited’

See page 11 col 8
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3 more dengue
patients die

By Staff Correspondent

Three more persons died of
dengue haemorrhagic [ever
(DHF) on Tuesday, two of them
in the city.

Two and a half years old
Rabi died of the dreaded disease
at Dhaka Shishu Hospital
about six hours after admis-
sion.

Sumon, 17, died at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH), sources in the hospi-
tals said.

Ripon, 28, died while being
brought to Dhaka from Gopal-
ganj Sadar Hospital

ixty-eight more dengue ‘pa-
tients were admitted to differ-
ent hospitals and clinics in the
city yesterday.

Of them, 14 were admifted to
DMCH, six to Mitford Hospital,

three to Dhaka Shishu Hos-
pital, four to BIRDEM and one
to Suhrawardi Hospital.

The Red Crescent Holy Fam-
ily Hospital and Bangladesh
Medical College Hospital ad-
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2 crew of foreign
ship shot
at Ctg Port

CHITTAGONG, Aug 9. Two
crew were shot as pirates fired
on them in an abortive bid to
loot a foreign ship at outer an-
chorage on Tuesday night, re-
ports UNB.

The injured Runabhar and
Jain are both Indonesian na-
tionals emploved in the Pana-
manian

ship MV Amethvyst

Police said the plrates
opened fire on the ship while
they were retreating in the face
of resistance the crew
about 1 am

The ship anchored on August
6 with 615 tons of plywood

The injured were rushed to
Bandar Hospital
: was liled with Bandar
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 Editors Guil

. Editor

formed

An Editors Guiid VAS
fornied at a meeting at the Na-
tional Press Club vesterday
with the objective ol upholdng
ireedom ol the press, pr
sjonal ethics, rights and dig-

| nity, reports BSS

The Guild will also work
strengthen the editorial

| tion
I ABM Musa and KG Mustala
?T--rma-s Editors, Toab Khan
| visory Editor e D1
Janakantha Mahhb |
| Editor ol BT FEL Ld
| Enavetullah | Feli
| Chief of the weekly H
Rahat Khan. A ting Editor |
! the Itrelaq Bazlur Rahman
| Editor of the daily Sangbad. AM
i Mofazzel, Editor of the New Na
tion, Igbal Sebhan Chowdhury

ol ”1 I[';'H'___‘],’!.:"‘-»:f‘ '11_'--

server., Reazuddin Ahmed. Chiel

| Editor of the Financial Express,
| Mahfuz Anam, Editor The
i Dailvy Star. Moazzein Hossain
Editor of the Financial Express
Haroon Habib, Chief Editor ol
BSS, Motiur Rahman, Editor ol
the Prothom Alo, Motiur Rah-

man Chowdhury, Chief Editor
of the Manobjamin. Benzir
Ahmed, Acting Editor of the
Bhorer Kagoj. Zahiduzzaman
Faruq, Editor of the Arthaniti
and Abul Asad, Editor ol
daily Sangram were present at

Tf‘]r‘

the meeting

ADMISSION into MBA, BBA,

COMPUTER SCIENCE & ENGINEERING

IUC (Dhaka-9 August): The
Dhaka Campus of Islamic
University Chittagong (IUC) will
start the next batch of Executive
MBA, BBA and Computer Science
& Engineering Programs in
September.

For the one year & eight months
(5 semesters) MBA Program,
candidates having a master
degree or graduates with at least
two years experience at executive
level are eligible to apply. The total
cost of this Program is Tk. 90,000.
Classes of MBA will be held three
days a week Saturdays and
Thursdays from 6.30 to 9.30 p.m.
and Fridays.

For the four-year BBA Program
candidates having at least second
division at SSC/Dakhil and
HSC/Alim or equivalents may
apply. The total cost of this course
is Tk. 1,80,400.

Candidates having at least
second division in SSC/Dakhil
and HSC/Alim from science group
or equivalents may apply for the
four-year computer science &
Engineering course. The total cost
ofthis courseis Tk. 2,72, 400.

Students who hold places
baetween 1stto 10th in the merit list
at the HSC/ Alim or equivalent are
free from tuition fees. Besides,
there is a provision for financial
assistance for meritorious
Students.

The last date for application is 23

August. Viva voce for MBA will
take place on Fnday, 25 August
Admission test for BBA and
Computer science & Engineering
will be held on Saturday, 26
August. For details please contact
IUC Dhaka Campus, House # 23,
Road # 3, Dhanmondi, Dhaka,
Phone : 8624692, 017-814838
(Gp-Gp).The Office is open every
day from 9 am to S p.m. Including
the Fridays.

Admission into B.A. (Hons) in
English is on at [UC main campus
in chittagong. Besides, some
seats are slill available for BBA
female section. Detail Information
can be obtained from IUC 154/A
College Road, Chittagong, Phone
610085, 610308, 638657,

IUC started its activities in 1995
in Chitagong after getting approval
from Bangladesh Government as
a private university.

it has modern fumiture, a nch
library, computer labs, air-condi-
tioned classrooms etc. which has
given these campuses an interna-
tional outlook.

IUC follows international
standard curriculum In these
programs and there are
opportunities to transfer credits to
some foreign universities
including University college of
Cape Briton (UCCB) Canada,
international Islamic University of
Malaysia (lIUM), Multi-media
University (UMM), Universiti Sains
Malaysia (USM). and Leicester
University UK.
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