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State Funding of
Political Parties

HE core point about reforming sick politics in
the country to our understanding relates to
finding a strong safeguard against entry of black
money into political party coffers and politics in
general. The nexus between politics and black
money has had a telling effect not merely on the
outcome of polls but also on the shape of things to
follow in the domains of administration and
politics in the country. When political parties
garner funds indiscriminately from whosoever is
able and willing to pay, a whole array of bank
defaulters, smugglers, big-time commission
agents, contractors, armed cadre supremos and
other dubious characters throw their hats into the
funding fray wistfully eyeing on favours of all
kinds — immunity to prosecution, policy ac-
commodation, dividends in the shape of contracts
and instant access to power coterie for purposes of
manipulation. It is also to their convenience that
they can be focused on the funding cholices In a
scenario where power is likely to seesaw between
two major political parties of the country — AL and
BNP. Funding either one of them is looked upon as
an investment in the future.

We think the most forceful and clinching answer
to this sickening continuation of political crimi-
nality lies in the state funding of political parties.
The argument that state funding of political par-
ties is a luxury in a poor country strapped for cash
to meet competing social priorities does not hold
water when what is visualised here is an expendi-
ture of Tk 300 to 400 crore under the proposed new
head. This would amount to a tiny percentage of
the GDP or about one per cent of the operational
cost of running the country's administration as
such. Juxtaposed against the costs of negative
politics in the country the monetary involvement
looks more than justified for the dividends it will
reap in terms of cleaner pro-people politics.

Most importantly, when the state places speci-
fied amounts of money at the disposal of political
parties it can demand and secure transparency of
accounts from the recipients with spot-on effec-
tiveness. Sheshan and Gill as Chief Election
Commissioner of India went to the extent of de-
manding daily accounting of expenses from candi-
dates during electoral campaigns. It will be possi-
ble to follow this practice more effectively when
the state starts funding the political parties. With a
good auditing network to complement state fund-
ing of political parties it can do wonders by way of
reforming politics in the country.

One formula we can think of by way of giving due
weightage to political parties in the matter of state-
funding is to link it to the percentage of popular
vote they had bagged in relation to each other in
the previous election.

No other developing country is known to have
done this. It will be a bold move on our part. We
have already become a 'first' of sorts by being the
only country in the world to hold elections under a
caretaker government. So, why not take another
bold step to free our elections, our politics and our
political parties from the clutches of black money

peddlers.
Teachers' Strike

ISBURSEMENT of salary from the public
exchequer for the teachers of some 22,000
non-government schools, colleges and madrassahs
across the country remains an issue because
successive governments have side-stepped it,
instead. of facing the same head on. Often the
teachers have arranged sit-ins, demonstrations
and even indefinite strikes to press home their
demand and often they have gone back to their
work on some airy-fairy assurance from the
education minister only to take to the streets some
time later. This time around, the teachers' strike
on the age-old demand comes halfway through the
academic year, keeping abeyance half-yearly
examinations at most of the non-government
schools. Although nearly a month has gone by
since the work abstention ‘began on July 10 this
year, the government has so far made no concrete
move to resolve the crisis. The education secretary
says the government’s position on the issue stands
unchanged, which means the matter is still under
“active consideration”. While the government ac-
tively considers the demand and the teachers con-
tinue the strike, it is inevitably the students, and
their parents, who pass their days in stifling anxi-
ety.
If the government were to accommodate the
teachers’ demand, it would have to make arrange-
ment of some 150 to 200 crore taka per annum, a
formidable amount indeed relative to the total al-
location to the education sector. Budgetary aspect
aside, there has to be a rationale behind such a
huge investment. Would the assurance of dis-
bursement of salary from the public exchequer
bring about any substantial change to the overall
standard of education? If not, why would the tax-
payers accept enhanced allocation in this regard?
Should the government decide to entertain the
teachers’ demand upto any extent, the assurance
must be conditional upon better performance from
them. Our long-term view in this regard is that the
public exchequer should be gradually relieved of
| this expenditure with the government encouraging
a stronger private sector participation in educa-
tional funding. Our plea to the teachers would be.
don't let your movement be a hindrance to the aca-
L_cif:mll:: progress of your students.
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Israeli Govt. in Deep Crisis: Pea

SRAELI Forelgn Minister

David Levy, a high-school

dropout, has dropped out of
[sraeli coalition cabinetl accusing
Prime Minister Barak of agreeing
to divide Jerusalem and giving
away the "heart of Jerusalem's
Old City" to the Palestinians.
David Levy said, "Mr Barak {s
going too far and too fast to
achieve peace deal with Mr.
Atafat."

This is the first time a member
of Barak's own One Israel (La-
bour) has resigned. As
David Levy originally belonged to
Likud party and served
Netanyahu's government as a
foreign minister, his reaction over
the peace process and conse-
quent departure from the cabinet
were not unexpected. It seems
that he also had personal griev-
ances as Barak kept his foreign
minister practically out of the
peace negotiations. Barak had no
cholce, as Levy with his back-
ground would have been an
obstacle to peace negotiations.
But in any case Levy's resignation
proved crucial as already 14 out
of 22 cabinet ministers resigned.
Barak Is now heading a minority
government. Israeli Knessel
(parliament) has already voted in
a preliminary manner (61-51) for
a bill to dissolve the government
and hold early elections, This
decislon would come for further
consideration when the Knesset
returns to work on October 29,

Prime Minister Barak
expressed "sorrow” over the resig-
nation of Levy but denled having
giving away anything in terms of
sovereignty of Jerusalem. Indeed,
the compromise proposal on
Jerusalem was from the US and
there was no agreement on that,
as the proposal did not include
shared sovereignty over entire
East Jerusalem. However, he
vowed to continue his peace talk
with the Palestinians because he
apparently feels that this is the
only way to achleve peace and
security in the region. He categor-
ically said earlier that there could
be no peace while Israel contin-
ues to occupy others' land.
Despite Knesset's preliminary
vote on dissolution of the govern-
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ce Talks Face Uncert

Any unilateral declaration without exhausting all the possi

bilities that Prime Minister Barak may like to

explore with the support of the present US administration may not be considered good by many and may
create unnecessary diplomatic problems for the Palestinians. Such an action will, indeed, nullify all the
peace work done during these years and put the Palestinians back to square one in terms of their

relation with_ Israel.

ment, Barak sald, "The elections
are much further away than you
think". He seems hopeful about
reversing the present mood of the
Knesset on fresh election. Alter
all, the same members could not
be sure about their returns to the
Knesset; then why taking risk?
These members know the public
preference on peace and security
against ceding of land to the real
owners, This was quite clear In
the last election when Barak was
clected as the Prime Minister.
Barak has about 90 days to con-
solidate his position and pursue
his peace agenda, if necessary,
under a minority government. He
knows he will have to go directly
to the people for approval of the
peace agreement, if he succeeds
in drawing up one with the
Palestinlans.

Unfortunately, Barak faced
another debacle a couple of days
ago when Shimon Peres, a Nobel
Laureate and Indeed a peace
laureate, lost in the presidential
race in the second ballot to a
relatively less known right wing
politiclan, Mr Katsav, Barak
openly campaigned for Shimon
Peres and Indeed Israell public
favoured Peres over Katsav by 3 to
1 margin in the opinion poll.

This shows that the present
democratic institutions, not only
in Israel but also in many differ-
ent democracies, do not respond
to the wishes of the common
people. In some countries democ-
racy works somewhat better
because of their long traditions,
but there too democracy suffers
setbacks when money, party and
group interests etc., overly influ-
ence the democratic process.
Once elected, the individuals
return to their own ideas and
views regardless of what people
need or want and indeed turns
the democratic system into dicta-
torship of elected individ-
ual/individuals (more on democ-

racy In a separate comment).
Israel is relatively a new state
as It was established on May 14,
1948. In the eyes of many Includ-
ing the West, Israel is a demo-
cratic country. But here in the
Knesset, some political parties
including the radical ones have
started working against the
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and their historical claim of sov-
ercignty, East Jerusalem will be a
big liability for Israel in terms of
administrative, security and
political control, Even now, after
more than 50 of occupa-
tion, Isracl has very little control
over East Jerusalem. Therefore,
the shared sovereignty seems to
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wishes of the majority of the
common people in Israel. Barak
was elected directly by the people
of Israel and not by the Knesset.
He was clected on his promises
that clearly include "land for
peace’. As per UN resolution
East Jerusalem, being an occu-
pled territory, must be returned
to the Palestinians and obviously
the sovereignty also goes with the
return of the land. Indeed, shar-
ing of the sovereignty of East
Jerusalem including the "walled
city”, if agreed, would be a con-
cession from the Palestinians.
Peace negotiations stand the
chance of a good success if Israell
politiclans realise that they can-
not have peace and security if
they continue to occupy others'
land and insist on sovereignty of
East Jerusalem which they occu-
pled in 1967 war. East Jerusalem
contains the sites most sacred to
Muslims, Jews and the
Christians. Apart from this, the
population of East Jerusalem is
overwhelmingly Arab and it has
its own municipal and adminis-
trative structures which is differ-
ent from the rest of Jerusalem.
With this sort of Arab population

be a reasonable solution with
appropriate and equitable shar-
ing of the administrative, political
and security matters of East
Jerusalem.

Let Barak Continue to
Work on the Deal on

"Land for Peace
and Security”

Prime Minister Barak has
already staked his political life
over the peace process and he got
a mandate from the Israeli people
for negotiating peace on the basis
of 'Land for Peace'. Indeed, he
would do well to go ahead with the
peace negotiations as his prede-
cessor and mentor Rabin did and
complete a deal with the
Palestinlans. As | suggested in my
carlier comment (The Daily Star,
July 27, 2000), shared sover-
eignty of East Jerusalem with
well defined political, security
and administrative control of the
area and particularly the reli-
ﬁﬁus sites seem to be the peace-

way out of the this volatile
situation. It seems that such a
solution with full security mea-
sures would be acceptable to the
people on both sides.

The other alternative of sepa-
rate sovereignty of the respective
religious sites belonging to
respective parties with well-
defined areas of operation and
control may also deserve consid-
eration but this may not be
acceptable to Israel.

Shared sovereignty means
Israelis do hold sovereignty over
entire Jerusalem. This should
bring satisfaction to those who
have sentimental attachment to
it. But because of the s
nature, requirement and the
status of East Jerusalem which
holds the sites holy to three reli-
glons, s arrangements are
called for. This is why the politi-
cal, administrative and security
matters are to be appropriately
allocated and shared by the go—
ple and the government of both
sides. If this is realised early by
both sides, negotiations would be
much easier and a deal can be
reached.

Let Israelis Decide

on a DEAL

Let Prime Minister Barak nego-
tiate and conclude a deal on the
baslis of shared sovereignty over
East Jerusalem but with full
security ements guaran-
teed by the US and the world
community and go back directly
to Israeli people for approval
before Knesset resumes its work
in some 90 days time. This 90-
day period is crucial for the M-
East peace. Barak is likely to get
approval of the majority of the
Israelis as he is still trusted by the
people as someone who is honest
and as the former Chief of Staff
understands security better than
those radicals. This {s most
important for the Israelis. The
Impression that | got during my
visit to Jerusalem some time ago
is that a big majority of Israelis
want peace with security and
would not bother too much about
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the full sovereign

on such

unlikely,

world community wil) then

appropriately judge th ttitude
of lsraelandta.{(cthdrdigsm_

Need for the Final
Summit Soon: Peace he
Given Another

At Camp David or at an appro.
priate place, under the same
three leaders, the peace shoylg
be given another ¢ . This {s
why Arafat may like to delay hig
unilateral declaration of
Palestinian State. | made the

same suggestion in pPrevious
article. As the Pa]tamyum have

already got the Statc'»th:hlmad
has also accepted, d s
a formality and thiscanbedqm
any time but prudence suggest
that it should be done under best
of conditions. This will be good for
the Palcsuniansandlsracngm
indeed for all the people of the

region.
Exhaust All Possibilitieg
before any Unilatera]

Declaration

Any unilateral decl
without exhausting all U}:mummf
bilities that Prime Minister Barak
may like to explore with the sup-
port of the present US adminis-
tration may not be
good by many and may create
unnecessary diplomatic
lems for the Palestinians. Such
an action will, indeed, n all
the peace work done d
years and put the Palestinians
back to square one in terms of
their relation with the
Israel. The Palestinians will lose
much of the territories they are
expected to get back. The enmity
will continue and uncontrollable
violence will erupt thus plunging
the entire area into virtual flames.

a

new chapter has been

A opened in the history of
violence-ridden Kashmir.

In fact, a new history is in the
making. But it is not a 'bolt from
the blue' but a 'much-desired
peace from the blue' for the
peace-loving people of Kashmir,
which was once called 'Paradise
on Earth'. But if the celebrated

blind poet, Milton, could see
Paradise Regained after Para-
dise Lost, why not the men of
‘vision' can work for reg the
lost ‘paradise’ in Kashmir and put
it back in its lost glory again.

[t was, iIndeed, an earth-
shaking decision on the part of
the largest single pro-Pakistan
militant group, Hijbul
Mujahedeen, to declare a unilat-
eral cease-fire on 24 July for three
months and an offer of peace
talks with Indian government
about future of much-disputed
Kashmir between India-and
Pakistan. The Mujahedeen ges-
ture had been promptly recipro-
cated by the Indian government
by offering an “olive branch”,
inviting the militants "to come
over-board to contact the Home
Ministry to initiate the peace
talks in Delhi. The government,
as another positive response, has
ordered to stop all army actions
against the Hijbul guerillas. But
the most remarkable feature of
the whole process is that this time
the government has not tagged
their offer with their off-repeated
phrase "within the India consti-
tution”.

Indian Kashmir Chief Minister
Farooq Abdullah had also
emphatically said that the dia-
logue would be "open and uncon-
ditional.” Thus the offer would be
more encouraging for other
Kashmiri militant groups to jump
on the band-wagon, led by the
Hijbul. But it will be a long-drawn
process, no doubt, to bring all of
them together, as an Indian ana-
lyst had said that the path to
peace in Kashmir is going be "very
long, bumpy and turbulent." So
the other militant groups can't be
expected to join the band' and
put down their arms immedi-
ately. Time will take its own
course.

Back-door Diplomacy

There is a hint about this in the
statement issued by the newly-
elected Chairman, Abdul Ghani
Bhat, of the All Party Harriet

Conference (APHC), an umbrella

Does the Wind of Peace Blow Gentlyv ¢

by AM M Shahabuddin
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The latest move both by the Hijbul Mujahedeen and the Indian government carry huge potentials that can't
be denied. Whatever may be the outcome of the pouring in and pouring out of fiery things by India and
Pakistan at this stage would perhaps be mostly for home-consumption. But the peace process set can't be
allowed to go down the hills again endangering the relationship between the two countries.

organisation covering over a
dozen of militant groups, includ-
ing the Hijbul Mujahedeen, who
had welcomed Delhi's offer of
unconditional talks with Hijbul
Mujahédeéen; adding, that the
proposal ‘reflects a change and
could be a step in right direction."
He, however, said that cease-fire
call was a hasty step, but
expressed the hope that the other
militant groups would "try to
reach a common position .... It
has to be a collective effort ... we
will sort it out.”

Incidentally, Bhat also dis-

closed at this stage that he had
earlier held "unofficial” talks with
"some (Indian) bureaucrats,”
which at last confirms earlier
reports that "backdoor” meetings
had taken place to find an amica-
ble solutions to the much-vexed
Kashmir problem.
It may be recalled here that dur-
ing the last days of the Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif, reports
were very much in the air about
such 'unofficial' behind-the-
scenes talks between Indian
official Mr Mishra and Pakistan's
retired foreign Secretary Agha
Shahi who made several 'secret'
shuttle runs between Delhi and
Islamabad. And later it was heard
from a very high-up level is Delhi
saying that we were about to
reach a point of ment on
Kashmir, had it not been scuttled
by the fall of Nawaz Sharif's gov-
ernment.

US "Role" Praised

Meanwhile, Pakistan's military
ruler, General Musharraf, giving
his apparent endorsement to
Hijbul's cease-fire declaration, in
an interview with The Times of
London praised America for its
"role in providing ideas and sup-
port” towards the goal of peace in
Kashmir, adding, that "it had
been brought one step closer” by
the cease-fire declaration of the
Hijbul. Pakistan's Chief Execu-
tive Gen Musharraf further said,
'l would like to give credit to the
Americans to the extent that they

played a role in the resolution of
Kashmir dispute.”

Although it goes against India's
stance on no-third-party involve-
ment’, what the General had said
Is not just the tip of the iceberg,
but it seems to have uncovered
the whole iceberg! (Is the cat still
in the bag?) The US "ideas" and
‘support,” the two phraseologies,
used by Gen Musharraf, while
praising US "role,” were perhaps
working behind the scenes, since
the visit to the sub-continent by
President Clinton in March last,
and it seems to have produced
instant results. The US Presi-
dent's "invisible" hand must have
worked well in shaping the peace-
process. As they say "good things
always come in small packages."
So whatever, t have come so
far in 'small packages' of 'ideas
and support,’ from whatever
source it might be, let them prove
to be 'good things' for not-only the
future peace and prosperity of
Kashmir, but also a long-lasting
peace and stability in the sub-
continent and the region.

What began in the name of
peace and friendship between
India and Pakistan to find a just
solution of Kashmir problem,
with the historic 'bus diplomacy’
of Indian Prime Minister Vajpayee
to Lahore was ripped through
mid-way by, what is now called,
‘Kargil tragedy’' for Pakistan, and
'‘Kargil victory’ for India, is now
again put on the track, (thanks to
US "ideas and support"”), with the
declaration of cease-fire by one of
the extremists militant groups,
Hijbul Mujahedeen, which only in
May last threatened to send
'suicide bormbers' against military
camps in Kashmir. And India's
prompt reaction, responding to
Hijbul's cease-fire call, to extend
invitation to the militants to
peace dialogue had been a mirac-
ulous development. India's offer
of unconditional talks has shown
vividly India's flexibility and
Openness.

It must, however, be admitted
that the cease-fire call by the
militants group has come at a
very crucial ime for India which

Teachers are

robbers!

Sir, When teachers rob and
cheat, who will teach the teachers
(DS editorial of July 29 on
drawing salaries on fictitious
posts and other irregularities)?
The lame government {s unable to
do so, as it appears to be too weak
to take disciplinary action, either
due to inefficiency or nepotism.
Where are the honest teachers to
teach the children, the future
generation of the country? We are
polsoning the very roots of
culture and morality. We need
good administrative governance,
not political arrogance,

The education sector has
many other of problems,
which have been spotlighted in
the media (student and teacher

litics; violence and use of arms

y the armed cadres under
known godfathers; the teacher
politics; the tutorial and coaching
rackets to make money on the

side; student politics as a
profitable avocation; mass
cheating in examinations by the
examinees and the examiners,
the racket in publishing text
books etc).

The education system has
gone to the dogs, for which all
credit may go to the peoples'
representatives who administer
the country, and talk big and
pompous all the time, hiding the
weaknesses seen by all. How the
politicians feel proud of their
duties and responsibilities
towards the society?

Once the people lose faith In
the political system, there are evil
and trylng days ahead for the
country. Sudden reformation is
unlikely, as fllegal arms would be
used Indiscriminately by the
terrorists of the different groups
and parties for protecting own
vested interests. Violence has
entered politics, and it is a bad
omen for the future of politics;
and the politiclans are not

focussing on the issue. Political
malpractice have created a grim
situation in the society and
government administration. No
use going to the PM, she will
blame others for all the {llnesses;
as if the government has nothing
else to do.

AZ
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Fake bombs?

Sir, In Faridpur, why the
second of the two sophisticated
bombs did not go off, as it was
detected later, at the helicopter

ad, after the VIP had landed and

own back? How could one bomb
fail before detection, when the
bomb-disposal squad was

ralsing the quality of the bombs?
Elad the fellow to press the button
fled away? It is all too in
for the laymen. Can we have a
more sensible explanation?

Dumb Citizen
Dhaka

should take full advantage of it.

According to an Indian military

source, an estimated 3,500 mili-
tants were in Kashmir and an

additional 5,000 were "trained -

and ready to cross the border”
from their Pakistan camps.
Indian military strategists had
also anticipated "an increase in
fighting this summer," creating
perhaps a renewed Kargil-like
situation.

In such a volatile situation, has
come the cease-fire declaration
from the largest single and most
powerful militants group to serve
as a breathing-space for India to
take advantage of it. On the other
hand, the declaration of cease-
fire by a pro-Pakistan and Paki-
stan-based militant group will be
exploited by Pakistan to show
before the world that it had no
control over the organisation and
its decision was independent of
its own.

However, the latest move both by
Eﬁj Hijbul Mujahedeen andh the
an government carry huge
tentlafs that can't be dc:rﬂe%l.
X tever may bedthe outcome n{

e pouring in an uring out o
fiery thingsg by hldlap:nd Pakistan
at this stage would perhaps be
mostly for home-consumption.
But the peace process set can't be

allowed to go down the hills again
endangering the relationship
between the two countries. At
least the international commu-
nity that is eagerly waiting for
peace and stability not only in the
sub-continent but also in South-
East Asia on, won't allow it to
be derailed. And neither India nor
Pakistan would like to be accused
of firing the first shot to kill the
peace dove. The two newly-
em Asian nuclear powers
India and Pakistan must live
together in the greater interests of
the people of the two countries
and establish peace and stability
in the region.

Cricket Again Shows

the Way
Let the leadership in both the
countries take a lesson from the
recent cricket one-dayer played
between Asia and the rest of the

world (ROW) in England, with _

Wasim Akram of Pakistan as

P ] . Asia
was to be led by Tﬁmlﬂkar. but,
in his absence due to {llness, the
responsibility was given to Akram,

not to any othgrvlndhngam'
cricketers prsseat, The,
Indo-Pak players sh Won-
derﬁdmgﬂm-opcrations and under-
stan while playing against
the ROW, andpwun applause
from Asian audience, most of
whdumwc?\:lndlans. Later, Akram
said, "Felt very nice playing with
the Indian e;[‘;yers and ge
support from the Indian public ...
We mixed in well. You
would see Pakistan's and Indians
waving (their national) flags next
to each other and joking with
each other.” So it was such an
occasion when the Indians and
Pakistanis forgot their mutual
distrust, mistrust, animosity and
hatred of each other, at least for

the time , When they were
involved in defence of a common
cause.

It should open the eyes of the
leaders and they should take a
lesson how to make a common
cause. When five decades of
hatred against each other could-
ntk em apart in the cricket
ground, it shows they are very
much keen to be nearer. Cricket
ls;huws which way the wind is
(The writer is a retired UN official )

Feedback from a Voter

Tackling the Political Dengue!

UR lot is not improving;

and if improving, the pace

is too slow. We are just not
clicking as a new nation, as the
spark of regeneration is damped.
Factions and local differences in
approach are re our prog-
ress. We know about it, and do
not do an about the prob-
lems at the higher levels of defini-
tions. We are still tinkering with
national and composi-
tion. Where is the epic of Bangla-
desh?

We cannot blame the foreign-
ers for our Internal plight and
external show, brought in by our
own weaknesses and lack of
cohesion and unity. A disarrayed
nation is fighting an internal war
at the ideological front, led by
zealous political leaders, who
believe in the uniqueness and
exclusiveness of the means
employed to achieve the lofty
goals,

Have we learnt to be practical
enough to overcome the day-to-
day frictions due to difference of
opinion? We stumble too much on

e uneven road, and even when a
new road Is under construction.
The novelty of the national task
overwhelms us at the right
moment as also at the wro
moments. We cannot break the
shackle and earn freedom from
ourselves.

The vendors of culture are
vying with the hawkers of nation-
alism; and extremism is becom-
ing the better part of valour and
honourable compromise. We
have spent 30 years debating
what is good for us. One can
recall the story of the philosopher

by A Husnain

guru who told his students never
to be sure of :

So on the day he died, the
students started debating
whether he had died or
not, and the corpse lay waiting for
disposal. Let us get rid of dead
ideas.

When will the debate end so
that we can start wor We
S }y cannot depart from the
port for that great voyage as pil-
grims of a new nation. We were
wallowing in mud, and now we
cannot extract ourselves from the

qu#mrc.
e mass has to be stirred and
moved. To do this, a ladle is
for the en input, as
through the hub of a wheel. This
energy has to come from the
leaders, led by the government.
This beam of energy is now rico-
che into different directions
from interfering forces whose
patriotism is second to none. The
national consensus is lacking. It
has nothing to do with the -
nary enemies of the nation. The
latter have to be and
sorted out. Here the opportunists
come in and misled the nation, for
sell gain. The violence comes
later; once a premise, good or
bad, is accepted, for a campaign
or operation. The party must come
after the country,
Analysts are publicly
ing the old and outdated colonial
style of politics still being prac-
tised In the country, when the
benefits of the explosive informa-
tion age could be harnessed in
innovative ways to increase cov-

uestion-

erage and impact, and to reduce

the cost of electioneering. The

bureaucracy is a victim of the
wrong political lead. Hence two
big groups of activators are inac-

tive and ineffective.
There is another cl and
flushing cam awaiting the

citizens: to eradicate political
dengue! The bewitching political
flower pots have to be decontami-
nated. This IT age has brought in
GINGO (communication and data

g e in and out); and z
esh to tackle the political
GINGO. The problem is that the

0 tors do not have the haziest
idea how to go about it, simply
because the issue has never been
officially and formally accepted
for consideration. Why not?

Even the old drink is not being
served in a new bottle. Perhaps
backward voters need backward

liticians; but all need new

rands of entrepreneurial leader-
ship: and this is not em

The reason is that the local -

ers depend too much on the fol-
lowers. There are too many street
demonstration (what fnrg). and
less demonstration of brain-work
and transparent, people-oriented
strall:gics. i

P safe by sti to the
old teﬁtnc% methods dm;%m the
effect of in rapidly
changing global environment.
The political make-up (and cos-
metics) are out of data, The target
of appeal needs to be changed.

Is there too little tion

time left for the next general
clections? The voters want §
proaches to
old problems, as the old methods
did not work for three decades. IS
this data not enough justifica-

change

and new ap

tion?
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