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passes off

Five killed in
road mishaps

By Staff Correspondent
The seven-hour countrywide
hgrlﬂl called by the BNP-led
position alliance yesterday
sscd off by and large peace-
E lly but partially paralysed
life.

The hartal was called to
protest police action on a pre-
rocession rally of the All-

ty Action Council in front of
BNP central office in the city on
nday.
At least 10 activists of Jaltiya
y were injured, one of them
bullet-hit, when a party proces-
sjon came under attack al-
legedly by Chhatra League ac-
tivists at Barisal.
Five persons were Kkilled in
four road accidents in the city
during the hartal hours.
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Skater’'s ingenuity:

Roller-skating being a rare phenomenon on streets of Dhaka catches public attention very
easily, and this young creative skater is doing just that using the free road in Kakrail
during hartal hours to raise public awareness about prevention of dengue fever.

— Star photo
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Unocal deeply worried
about gas market

Export to India is the best bet, vice-president of the

US company tells Che Daily Star

US oil company Unocal
would scale back its Invest-
ments in Bangladesh, If the
government falls to ensure a
market for the Bibiyana .field
find within the next 18 months,
a top official of the company
said,

Unocal, the largest foreign
oifl and gas operator in
Bangladesh, wants the govern-
ment to make right policies
that would encourage gas export
to India, Charles A Plerce, a
vice-president of Unocal, told
The Daily Star In an Interview
at his office in Houston, Texas.

Unocal's primary feasibility
study indicates a pipeline to
New Delhi market would be the
best utilisation of excess gas in
Bangladesh and it has a huge
market across the coal estates
of West Bengal into New Delhi
and Bombay, he said.

By Raffat Binte Rashid From Houston, Texas

The market may cease to ex-
ist after five years, Plerce
warned,

The reasons for and against
export are aplenty, especially
when B85 per cent of the country
still has no access to power,

But Unocal thinks that
Bangladesh's gas potential is
pinned up because the country's
condition Is not right to develop
industry and use {ts gas reserve
By exporting gas, Bangladesh
can get the hard currency
needed to further stimulate in-
vestment through infrastruc-
ture development.

“The domestic gas market in
Bangladesh is primarily for
power and domestic fertiliser
Ideally, we would like to sell to
the domestic market, but there
is no robust market,” the Uno-
cal vice-president noted

Bibiyana is the biggest dis-
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Joint survey finds
SKS encroaching

200 more 1nstallations served
BIWTA ultimatum

By Staff Correspondent

Entire installation of the
Sena Kalyan Sangstha at
Shyampur near Postogola in
the city is encroaching on the
river Buriganga's foreshore, ac-
cording to the result of a joint
survey conducted recently by
the SKS and the BIWTA.

However, according to
sources, the Sena Kalyan
Sangstha (SKS) has so far re-
fused to sign the survey report
claiming that the 2.5 acres uf
“land” reclaimed by dumiln%
2.5 million feet of eart
longs to them by the right of a
Cadestral Survey (CS) docu-
ment,

But sources said that the SKS
could only produce a documeiit
of the land based on the Revenue
Survey. The survey was dec-
lared "null and void™ several
years ago due to its ‘'vagueness
and lack of transparency’.

The SKS is now supposed to
sign the survey report. However,
if it produces the CS document,

d legal battle may start with the
BIWTA.
Sources in the BIWTA say

that in their map and other
documents the SKS installation
at Shyvampur was classified as
foreshore.

The foreshore was clearly
defined in the map that covers
an area of 17 Kkilometres on
both sides of the Buriganga be-
tween Kholamura and Fatulla.
The demarcation was incorpo-
rated in the Port Act, 1908 and,
according to Port Rules, 1966.
anyone willing to use the fore-
shore must obtain pennission
from the BIWTA.

The SKS should accept all
responsibility of the en-
croachment and remove the ob-
stacles from the river immedi-
ately, said a source. The SKS
Managing Director could not be
reached for his comments.

Meanwhile, the BIWTA has
served a 30-day ultimatum to
more than 200 small and large
encroachers of the river Burig-
anga to remove all structures
from the river or face tough
consequences.
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Contempt case against PM

Pro-opposition
lawyers start
signature
campaign

By Special Correspondent

A move to initiate a con-
tempt petition agaihst Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina for her
recent remarks on the judiciary
was taken up yesterday.

Pro-opposition lawyers, who
plan to gather up to 300 siFud
tures on a Vokalatnaina to file a
contempt petition on Sunday,
have initiated the move,
sources said.

A former secretary of the
Supreine Court Bar Association
has reportediy (nitiated the

signature collection drive. More
than 150 signatures were col-

lected till by 2 p.m. yesterday,
they said.

They said the pro- opposition
lawyers, who staged a protest
march on Monday against the
premier's remarks and de-
manded that she apologise,
have been actively considering
ﬂlln the petition.

The signature collection is
part of that move, the sources
said. Barrister Najmul Huda, a
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Vajpayee voices

concern over
plot to kill PM

Dhaka, Delhi to intensify co-operation
to combat terrorism

From Pallab Bhattacharya

NEW DELHI, Aug 8: Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
jpavee has voiced deep concern
over the recent attempt on the
life of Bangladesh Premier
Sheikh Hasina Wajed at Gopal-
ganj as the two countries agreed
to Intensify cooperation to
combat terrorism.

Vajpayee conveyed his con-
cern to Hasina's special envoy
and Bangladesh Foreign Secre-
tary Shafi Sami when the latter
called on him here last evening,
diplomatic sources said today.
The Indian Prime Minister said
he felt relieved that no harm
was caused to Hasina because of
timely detection of the explo-
sive device.

Issues relating to security
and maintenance of peace on
Indo-Bangladesh border came
up for discussion during the 40-
minute between Vajpayee and

Saii, the sources said

The Bangladesh
handed over to Vajpayee a letter
fromm Hasina which is under
stood to have conveyed the need
to activate South Asian re-
gional cooperation. But there
was no specific proposal by the
Bangladesty Prime Minister in
this regard, said the sources

Before his meeting with Vaj-
payee, Sami held wide- -ranging
talks with Indian Foreign Sec-
retary Lalit Mansingh during
which the two sides shared the
concern over the threat posed
by terrorism to democracy and
stressed on the need to boost co-
operation to fight the menace

It was also decided at the
meeting between the two For-
eign Secretaries that two coun-
tries would take steps for expe-
diting the introduction of the
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ISLAMABAD, Aug 8 : Major
Kashmiri militant group the
Hizbul Mujahideen today called
off its ceasefire and directed its
field commanders to resume
fighting against Indian forces,
reports AFP,.

The decision was announced
after the expiry of a deadline for
India to respond to Hizbul's de-
mand for unconditional. tri-
partite talks including the
Kashmiris and Pakistan.

"We direct all the comman-
ders with the Mujahideen in the
field to break the ceasefire and
go ahead with all target oriented
missions,” Hizbul supreme
commander Syed Salahuddin
sald,

"The Indian Jeadership has
failed to respond to our ice-
breaking move which could
have become productive and
meaningful.”

Hizbul, a mps;&: Indigenous

Kashmiri separatist group, sur-
prised India on July 24 when it
declared a three-month cease-
fire and called for peace talks
over the future of the divided
Himalayan state,

The move was seen as a ma-
jor breakthrough in efforts to
bring peace to Kashmir, where a
Muslim separatist rebellion in
the Indian zone of control has
killed some 25,000 people since
1989,

But New Delhi has refused to
allow Pakistan a place at the
proposed peace dialogue and
says the outcome of any talks
must be within the bounds of
the Indian constitution, which
sees Kashmir as a part of India.

Another report from Muzal-
lerabad says, Kashiniri guer-
rilla outfits today said their
“Jihad" against Indian rule in
the divided territory would gain
momentum fnlhmlng the end of

Hizbul withdraws ceaseﬁre

India blasted for refusal to involve
Pakistan in Kashmir talks

the poweriul Hizbul Mu-
jahideen's ceasefire

"It makes us very happy,” a
top leader of Lashker-i-Toiba,
Hafiz Mohammad Saeed, told
AFP in Muzalfarabad. the capi-
tal of Pakistan-controlled
Kashmir

"Our Jihad (holy war) in
Kashmir will gain further mo-
mentuimn after this good move by
Hizbul Mujahideen."

Hizbul supreme leader Syed
Salahuddin announced the end
of the ceasefire earlier Tuesday,
saving India had failed to agree
to demands for unconditional
three-way peace talks involving
Pakistan.

A spokesman for Al-Badar
Mujahideen said the Hizbul
"has averted a serious threat” to
the Kashmiri struggle and "ex
posed India's intransigence (o
the international community.”
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A two-day confere of ‘fﬁt
South Asian Feder 1
Stock Exchanges (SAF m
in Karachi from tomorrow with
an alm to formulate cmni‘nnu
regulations concerning cross-
border listing and trading of se-
curities in the region.

The conference will be the
third of its kind since the in-
ception of the federation, Twe-
lve member bourses of the
region including the Dhaka and
Chittagong Stock Exchanges are
expected to participate in the
conference hosted by Karachi
Stock Exchange (KSE). Finan-
clal markets of Mauritius and
Dubal will attend it as ob-

SCrvers.

The other member bourses
are: Calcutta Stock Exchange,
Colombo Stock Exchange, Del-
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M
“TRarachi co

B\ M S‘hamsur Rahman

hi Stoa xchaufh Islamabad
Stock rachi Stock
Exchange, Ilqrc Stock Ex-

change,. Natlonal Steck Ex-
chauge of India, Nepal Stock
Etchange OTC nge of ln.

dia, Stbckw 1 nge of
Mumb
The d‘!&ndn af the

discuss the pro JIMSS of compar -
ative study of regidlations which
will be presemtedSbefore the
members In view “of their
prospective enga cn £)
cross-border trading AFE
President Amir Khuﬁru Mah-
mud Chowdhury MP, also the
rrcsldfnt of Chittagong Sto-ck
xchange (CSE) while talking to
The Daily Star yesterday.
The CSE president and Hiran
Mendis, Director General of

enee will bhe o™

. could

SAl E for common rules on
creSSub order stock trade

Two- dayﬁ C@nference begins in Karachi tomorrow

were
resident and vice-
SAFE for a two-

Colombo Stock Exchange,
elected first
chalrman o
year term.
Finance Minister of Pak-
iIstan Saukat Aziz will Inaugu-
rate the conference, while the
chairman of Securities and Ex-
change Commission of Pak-
istan will be there as special

guest,

Khosru sald cross-border
listing and trading of securities
i’ provide the relatively
small economies in the region
with a good source of financing
Iurgr -scale Industrial projects.
he study is expected to come
up with a set of recommenda-
tions, which will be forwarded
to the policymaking bodies of
the member countries for adop-
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covery of Unocal and a world
class field with a capacity of
four to six trilllon cublic feet of
natural gas, Plerce said

“If that field {s developed to
its fullest potential. it is suffi-
cient to fuel power plants of
about 7,000 megawatts for 20
years., Power used In
Bangladesh today is about 2,500
Megawatts. Should Bibiyana be
developed to its fullest extent. it
would almost be two and a half
times more than the current
electricity needs of the coun-
try.” he said

“We have not yet made a pro-
posal to build a pipeline, but af-
ter Bibiyana there is sufficient
gas to justify submitting a pro-
posal.

“"We focused on the domestic
market, when we entered. But
today with production from
Petrobangla’'s fields. Jalalabad
and Sangu, there is an over-ca-
pacity to meet the domestic de-
mand growth for the foresee
able future. Today in Jdicilr'}hdd
without any further invest-
ment, we can produce 140 mil-

lion standard cubic feet per day

and if we invest in additional
development the field could

produce at least 180 mmcf per

day. But the %ﬂvcrnment buys
unlj,. 80mmefd from our Jalal-
abad field, and around 130
mmefd from Shelks Sangu
fleld. Petrobangla has more ca-
pacity.

“We have developed more
than enough natural gas to meet
existing domestic demand and
can develop additional natural
gas to meet future domestic de-
mand and still have excess gas
to export,

“We are completing our eval-
uation of several gas utilisation
alternatives and our prelimi-
nary results indicate that LNG
and fertiliser is not viable be-
cause of low-cost gas from the
Middle East and low-cost fer-
tiliser from the Middle East and
other sources.

“Power export from
Bangladesh is not practical be-
cause the market in nearby
West Bengal and Orissa is satu-
rated with coal plants. Also, it
Is not practical or cost-effective
to supply power through long-
distance transmission lines to
the market in New Delhi or
Southern India. We believe that
if a pipeline is bullt to export
gas to India, it will have the
maximum impact on the coun-
try’s economy,” sald Pierce

ENnvVov

—

| DUTCH - BANGLA BANK has |

' arranged  for

ui

:
i

L

!

d’:','

0

. e
g T e EEmo Wi @ -
N . L

S = e, T g
tag

e

- 2

"Sandhani’
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{| Our venture for the Management of Dengue-
,f afflicted patients commences from today the
1 9% August 2000 with the following services :

[ © Bangabandhu Medical University
il shall conduct examination and diagnosis.

| ® "Sandhani" of Dhaka Medical College & §
Hospital shall undertake to collect blood ||

separation and provide the essential §
Platelete through a blood separation | |
machine imported from France by!

e For Blood Transfusion & Platelete :
Dhaka Medical College Unit, Dhaka.

& Dutch-Bangla Bank Limited

Your Trusled Partner

Pl‘O‘(iding (ree

| Examinations, Diagnosis and Blood |
Transfusnon through Bangabandhu
| Medical University and "Sandhani",
Dhaka Medical College unit.
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' for Dengue patients from Dhaka City and !
other divisional towns and cities. -;
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shall administer blood ! E
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Dutch-Bangla Bank.

o For Examination & Diagnosis: Bangabandhu
Medical University & Hospital, Dhaka.

“Sandhani”
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