KA, TUESDAY, AUGUST 8, 2000

}.‘Lecture: Syed Ali Ashraf Memorial Lecture will
~Venue: Hotel Sundarban. Time: 9:30 am-12:30 pm, 2.00 gﬂllg“gio

po-

‘Seminar: Health for All (Shobar Jonnya Shasthya) will
“hold a seminar on "Facts about Dengue fever.” Keyvnote s yeaker Dr
~ pabir Hossain. Venue: Ganashasthya Nagar Bhaban. House No
k;_lﬂfE. Rd No 6, Dhanmondi R/A. Time 5.30 pm.

NMST lecture:
a lecture on "Production of Rare Sugars

ﬁggy INMST) will hold
and Enzymes from Streptomyces SPP" as part of its Lectures on
muiar Sciences Series. Speaker: Dr Md Mahfuzul Huq. Venue:

ST auditorium, Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar. Time: 4.00
pi- '

I

!.

h

3 Meetin + Supreme Court Lawyers' Unit of B :

} 5 ke J) wy angabandhu

National Museum of Science and Tech-

Parishad w an emergency meeting. Venue: SC L :
Bhaban. Hall No 2. Thne: 4.3 pm}, . ide

DiC“SSIOH meeting: Amra Surjumukhi, a socio-
cultural organisation will hold a discussion meeting and reclta-
tion programime titled Katha, Kabita O Abriti on Bangabandhu
She Mujibur Rahman. Venue: Central Public Library audito-
glum, Shahbagh. Time: 5.30 pm. )

Meetin%: The re
Dhaka will be held.

6.00 pm.

Uttam Kumar Retrospectlve: Zahir Raihan
Film Society will screen Banpalasher Padabali starring Uttam
Kumar and Supriyva. Venue: Indian High Commission audito-
rium. House No 25, Rd No 2, Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 6.15 pm.

, Play: Department of Theatre and Music of Dhaka University

; nts a play Karnala Ranir Sagar Dighi. Organiser: Indian

[_ 73' Commission. Venue: Indian Cultural Centre auditorium,
Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi. Time: 7:00 pm.

lar monthly meeting of Pabna Samity In
enue: Ramna Chinese Restaurant. Time:

PIB WOI‘kSth: Publication and Feature Departinent of

Press Institute of Bangladesh (PIB) begins a 3-day long workshop
- | on Personality: Method to write features' for young children.
F ?Vﬂlue: PIB.
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PIB discussion meeting: Bangladesh Press Insti-
tute (PIB) will hold a discussion meeting on "Bangabandhu in the
memory of contemporary journalists. Venue: PIB auditorium.
Time: 10.30 am.

Press conference: Bangladesh Society of Haematology
will hold briefing on conference on "Dengue Haemorrhagic Fever
and Its Treatment.” Venue: Samad Seminar Room, Block C (9th
floor), Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University, Shahbag.
Time: 10.30 am.

Discussion meetlng: Bangladesh Mahila Parishad
will hold a discussion meeting to mark the Rabindra-Nazrul
Jayanti. Venue: Sufia Kamal auditorium of National Museuin,
Shahbagh. Time: 4.00 pm.

(The discussion will be followed by a cultural show)

Rally and human chain: saNnGAaT — South Astan
Network for Gender Activist and Trainer — will hold a rally and
human chain formation to mark Hiroshima Day. Venue: Central
Shahid Minar. Time: 5.00 pm.

Rally and discussion: National Adivasi Coordina-

tion Comunittee Bangladesh will hold a adivasi (Indigenous) rally

in the morning and a discussion in the afternoon on occasion of

» Intermational Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples. Venue:

.~ Rally — Central Shahid Minar. Discussion — TSC auditorium.

Cultural programme — TSC auditoerium. Time: Rally 10.00 am,
discussion: 4.00 pm and cultural show: 6.00 pm.

Fllm ShOW: The ofticia) launching ceremony of the coun-
'tnywitle ~screenin g of Muktin Kotha o deenmentary on. ordinary |
‘ s contributions in 971, by Tareque and Catherine Masud

will be held. Chief guest: State Minister for Information Prof Abu

Syeed. Venue: British Council auditorinm, Nilkhet. Timme: 6.00

pmnn.

Uttam Kumar Retrospective: zanir Raihan
Film Society will screen Shudhu Ekti Bochhor starring Uttam
Kumar and Supriva. Venue: Auditorium of Indian High Commis-
sion. House No 25, Road No 2. Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 6.15 pin.

Play: Departimment of Theatre and Music of Dhaka Uniyersity
presents a play Tobatek Singh. Organiser: Indian High Com-
mission: Venue: Indian Cultural Centre, House No 754, Satmasjid
Rd. Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 7-00 pm. .

........

Moderate rain likely

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by
temporary gusty wind is likely at many places over Khulna,
Barisal and Chittagong divisions and at a few places over Ra-
Jshahi, Dhaka and Sylhet divisions with moderately heavy falls
at places over Khulna and Chittagong divisions till 6 pm today,
reports UNB.

Day temperature may rise slightly over Rajshahi, Sylhet and
Dhaka divisions and may remain nearly unchanged elsewhere
over the country, Met Office said.

The country’s highest temperature 35.2 degree Celsius was
gcci?]rc:ed yesterday in Khulna and the lowest 23.5 degree Celsius

yihet.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.37 pm and rises on
Wednesday at 5.31 am.

Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City /Town Temperature Humidity in

in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morn!t;g venin
Dhaka 323 259 7
Chittagong 32.8 250 72 8
Rajshahi 35.0 26.5 80 83
Khulna 352 26.4 80 74
_ Barisal 33.2 26.5 78 60
: Sylhet 308 235 96 75
. Cox's Bazar 322 26.2 76 86

Adjutant General of Bangladesh Army Major General
Ahsan Nazmul Amin handnsng over a chgque Jeaterdﬂy at
Army Headgua;tera received from the Uﬁ to Major
Mohammad Zahirul Islam who was injured while serving
~ as UN Military Observer in Georgia. — ISPR photo

Freedom Fighters

Council formed
By Staff Correspondent

A new forum of the country's
freedom fighters named Free-
dom Flghters Counclil (FFC) was
formed yesterday with a view to
enhance freedom fighters con-
fributions in the country's
overall development,

The FFC, formed at a meet-
ing of freedom fighters with
veteran freedom fighter Lt Col
(Retd) Kazl Nooruzzaman in the
chair, will enhance communi-
cation and cooperate among
freedom fighters families.

All sector troops, KS Force, Z
Force under the exile
Bangladesh government and all
freedom fighters will be able to
become a member of the forum,
a press release sald yesterday.

A 13-member committee was
formed with Lt Col (Retd) Kazl
Nooruzzaman as convenor,
Noyeem Jahangir and Major
(Retd) Syed Munibor Ralinan as
joint convenor. Other members
of the committee are: Dr
Zatorullah Chowdhury. Maj
Gen (Retd) Ezaj Ahmed Chowd-
hury, Maj Gen (Retd) Syed
Muhammad Ibrahim Bir Protik
(BP), Farook-e-Azam, BP
Sadek Ahmed Khan, Abdullah
Hil Safi, Md Sayed Rahman,
Habibur Rahman Khoka, BP,
Nasimauddin Ahmed and
Ameer Hossain Mollah.

The FFC will hold a council
in January 2001 on the occa-
sion of the 30th anniversary of
the country's liberation move-
ment.

The council will hold regular
monthly meeting on the first
Saturday of each month at 5:00
pm at the seminar room of
Ganoshastha Kendro.

Law-enforcer
or lawbreaker?

Police can do wrong. but
none can challenge them or ar-
gue with them. If anybody does
so, there is a chance to be as-
saulted by the law-enforcer, re-
ports UNB.

Such an incident took place

at Bijoy Sarani crossing adja-
cent to Chandrima Uddyan
yesterday.

Careless driving of motor-
bike in the busy crossing by
Traffic Sergeant Khairul caused
a rickshaw accident there.

The accident took place at
about 2:30 pm as the traffic
sergeant suddenly turned his
motorbike right from middle of
the crossing in front of the
rickshaw, leaving no chance for
the rickshawpuller to control
his vehicle.

The rickshawpuller tried to
escape the accident by turnin
left, but the three wheeler fel
on the road with the driver and
two passengers — reporters of
UNB and Dainik Muktakantha.

The rickshawpuller sus-
tained minor injuries and re-
celved first aid.

As the Lwa p: "eflgérb chal- |

lenged the traffic sergeant about
the misdeed. he countered in a
way that he has the right to do
anything on the road.

‘It's not my responsibility
It's the rickshaw driver who
should trol his vehicle for
his pas rs' safety,” sergeant
Khairul d during a hot ex-
chan

S

parties in Mmnila

Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury has been invited to
address the international con-
ference of Asian political par-
ties to be held in Manila from
September 17, reports UNB.

Former Speaker of House of
Representative of the Philip-
pines Jose C de Venecia for-
mally invited the Speaker at
his office in the city yesterday.

Jose said, "We want eco-
nomic and political integration
among Asian countries like Eu-
rope apart from a common cur-
rency for the development of
the Aslan nations.”

He assured the Bangladesh
SPeaLer of extending all sorts
of cooperaltion for making the
Assoclation of Asian Parlia-
ment for Peace (AAPP) an effec-
tive organisation, which was
formed in Bangladesh last year.

Jose told the Speaker that in
1971 when he was a young par-
llamentarian he had urged the

Philippines government to
recognise Bangladesh.
Humayun Rasheed Chowd-

hury gladly accepted the invita-
tion and thanked the Philip-
pines leader for his commend-
able and historic role in 1971
for the recognition of Bang-
ladesh.

Parllament Secretary Qazi
Monzur-e-Moula, Charge d'Af-
faires of the Philippines Em-
bassy in Dhaka and other sc.
nior officials were present

Army officer gets
UN compensation
for his injuries
By Staff Correspondent

An olficer of Bangladesh
Army, who sustained Injuries
while serving in the United Na-
tions Observer Mission in
Georgla, recelved compensation
yesterday from the UN, says an
ISPR release.

Major Mohammad Zahirul
Islam received the UN compen-
sation amounting 35,000 US
dollars from Adjutant General
of Bangladesh Army Major
General Nazmul Amin at a sim-
Iﬂe ceremony in the army

readquarters.

Major Islam sustained in-
Juries in his spinal cord and
arm in a rebel ambush
lmrniyalng his lower part of the
wly, the release added.

The Adjutant General prayed
for early recovery and long life
of the Injured officer and as-
sured him of further assistance
in future,

Senlor army officers, father
and brother of the injured offi-
cer were, among others, present
on the occasion.

Police personnel guarding the entrance to Baitul Mukarram Mosque in the city yester-
day. The police were deployed in various parts of the city yesterday following the clash

with the 4-party Alliance in the city on Sunday.

— Star photo

Film stars' melodrama

I don't know why Shakil
harassing me: Poppy

A5 .

Film star Poppy held a press

conference 1In the city
yesterday. — Star photo

Fillm star Sadika Parveen
Poppy at a press conference ves-
terday failed to provide any ev-
Idence that justified her allega-
tions that Shakil Khan had
physically assaulted her.

The starlet arranged the
press conference at the Jatiya
Press Club following news re-
ports of Shakil Khan's arrest on

charges of assaulting and ab-

ducting her and forcibly keep-
Ing her at his residence in
Moghbazar Wednesday last.
Shakil Khan., on the other
hand, had claimed that Poppy

was his wife, a charge that

Poppy denied.
"l do not have any idea why

By Staff Correspondent

Shakil keeps on harassing e
again and again,” the starlet
sald adding, that Shakil had
also attacked her several times
in the past,

However, the actress visibly
appeared embarrassed when
journalists asked her to provide
evidences of any assault on her,
including medical documents.
"I did not bring any,” she said,
"It did not occur to me that |
should bring in some evidence.”

"I have not married Shakil.”
Poppy saild and denied Shakil's

claims that she had spent
nights with him.
News reports said that

Shakil had confined her at his
Moghbazar residence for few
hours from where her mother
rescued her. The following day
Shakil filed a case with Ramna
police accusing Poppy's mother
of ransacking his residence.

Poppy filed a counter case
with Ramna police on Friday
night and Shakil Khan was ar-
rested the full:m'ing}l morning

When asked why she had
gone directly to her shooting
spot instead of going to a doctor
after her mother rescued her
from Shakil's house, Poppy
said that she though she would
be morce secured at the shooting
spot than her home.

'l did not file any case in-
mediately," Poppy said, "be-
cause my father was not homne. |
filed the case on Friday after he
returned.”

Film Diiector
Rahman Akber, Shawkat Ja-
mil, Mohammed Amran and
Abu Sayed Khan also attended
the conference.

Motajur

Injured Feni JCD
leader dies on
way to DMCH

From Our Correspondent

FENI, Aug 7: An Injured JCD
leader died last night at Kanch-
pur on way to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital.

The victim was {dentified as
Mohmed Shipon, 18, son of
Mohammed Ishaque Mia of vil-
lage Babanipur under Da-
ganbhuiyan upazila and Organ-
ising Secretary, Rajapur Union
JCD.

He was kidnapped by some
unidentified gunmen on Thurs-
day morning and taken to
Amubhiyan Bazar where he was
mercilessly beaten,

Local people sent him to
Feni Hospital on Friday in a
critical condition. Doctor re-
ferred Shipon to Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital as his con-
dition deterforated.

He died on way to Dhaka
near Kanchpur.

The body was sent to Feni
Hospital Morgue today for au-
topsy.

A case was filed with Da-
ganbhuiyan thana in this con-
nection.

City AL

From page |

damage to vehicles or properties

by opposition activists during
the half-day hartal.

The meeting resolved that
party workers would bring out
anti-hartal processions from
different parts of the city today
in an effort to mobilize public
opinion against the opposition
sponsored hartal programme.

Some of the city unit leaders
and party lawmakers also
vowed to make their respective
localities hartal-free.

Awami League MPs from dif-
ferent city constituencies, lead-

ers of city unit and front organ-

isations attended the meeting.

Reform parties to stop 'sick politics'

From page |

Coalition, a platform of six or-
ganisations, arranged the sem-
inar at the IDB Bhaban confer-
ENnce roomn.

Feroz M Hassan of the Fair
Election Monitoring Alliance
and Manzoor Hasan of Trans-
parency International prepared
the keynote paper and the for-
mer presented it.

Professor Rehman Sobhan
of the Centre for Policy Dia-
logue attended the seminar as
chief guest, while renowned
lowyver and Gana Foruin Presi-
dent Dr. Kamal Hossain, FBCCI
President - Abdul Awal Mintoo
and Khushi Kabir of Nijera
Kori, an NGO, were special
guests. Mahfuz Anam, Editor of
the Dally Star, moderated the
seminar,

Economists Debapriya Bhat-
tacharya and Hussain Zillur
Rahman discussed on the
keynote paper. Later on, the
audience was invited in the dis-
cussion.

Feisal Hussair
the coalition, ga address
of welcome while Taleva Ral-
man gave the vote of thanks.

Terming the political culture
as "peculiar,” Prof. Sobhan said
the political parties are more
interested (n their own well-be-
ing than the nation’s: values
and ldeologies are largely ab-
sent, while major parties are
falling to accommodate each
other's views,

“Once our businessmen used
to linance political parties,
then they started buying politi-
clans and now they themselves
are becoming politicians,” he
sald.

ehall of

Prol. Sobhan regretted that
the civil society, too, Is now po-
litically divided in the context
ol a confrontational politics
involving hooligans. “The
armed thugs have no political
colour... they float from one
party to another — from Awamni
League to BNP and vice versa.”

“The bipolar polity has,
however, also contributed to the
confrontational stvle of our
national politics which is nn-

denmining the working of the
parltamentary system. The
emergence of two partles of
equal strength has also con-
tributed to the emergence of a
duopoly over the national polit-
lcal system. This duopoly has
served to stifle any challenge by
smaller parties,” read a paper
he l').resrulﬂd at the seminar,

he paper further said the

duopolistic stroncture has thus

1 eroded the pluralism as well as

F :

challenge within the political
system, contributing to the
emergence of structural weak-
ness within the two parties as
choices available to the elec-
torate were reduced.

Dr Kamal Hossain strongly
suggested that the members of
civil society should immedi-
ately launch a campaign
against the political parties
sheltering and promoting the
armed criminals for their
vested interests.

Describing the current state
ol national politics as sick, he
said the pul]itics has made the
people so sick that they are in
the Intensive Care Unit. It has
failed to give the people a sense
of security. “Political parties
should not be tribes, they
should not divide the society.”

Noting the contributions of

the vast majority in building up -

the civil society, Dr Kamal said,
"We are betraying those people
who have bullt us.”

About the presence of armed -

goons and black money in the
politics, he said it should be the
most urgent agenda before the
civil soclety.

Normal legitiinate expecta-
tions of every citizen are not be-
ing understood by the political
government, he said, referring
to the law and order situation.
“We are concerned. but we don't
know what we can do,” said the
noted jurist.

Dr. Debapriyva Bhattacharya
said In terms of democracy and
development, the situation in
the country was better in the
90s than the 80s and there was
stagnancy in the 80s while the
90s passed through unfulfilled
potentials.

Abdul Awal Mintoo stressed
the need for a check and balance
in the executive branch. He
suggested that the President
enjoy more executive powers to
play an effective role in the cru-
cial political situation,

The business leader also
viewed that the local govern-
ment bodies should be given
more powers (o make the local
administration accountable
and etfective,

Hussain Zillur Rahman re-
fused to say that the nation is
stagnated. "People are strug-
sling to advance, we should go
or self-criticism to get rid of
the confrontational situation.”

Khiushi Kabir sald that lack
ol accountabllity Is resulting in
the social and political con-
lrontation " Like the goverp-
ment. the orpnsnlnn should
also prove their accountabil-

ity,”

The keynote paper suggested

that all elections be hel
the caretaker government and
the provision of by-election
abolished. In case a seat falls
vacant, it should be filled up
through nomination of a person
belonging to the party that
earlier won the seat, the paper
observed.

The paper proposed that the
term of a governiment should be
reduced from five years to four
years because a flve-year terin
makes the ruling party
“despotic” and the opposition
“desperate.”

To make the role of the
Speaker neutral, it recom-
mended that the Speaker
should resign from his party as
soon as he/she is elected to the
position and be given the oppor-
tunity to win the next election
unopposed.

The keynote paper said the

country's politics iIs increas-
ingly becoming confronta-
tional and unstable. "The situ-
ation is such that whatever
democratic institutions we now
have could break down. The
major political parties have
boycotted the parliament on
such pretext that they are not
being given fair timme to talk and
all unable to bring their mo-
tions. Today, for all practical
}mrpnses parliament is non-
unctional. The major political
arties have also abstained
rom elections on the pretext
that the ruling party would rig
the elections.”

It said, the country's prob-
lems largely stem from lack of
commitment by the political
parties to basic norms of
democracy. The civil society se-
rlously needs to explore the
possibilities of strengthenin
the democratic institutions an
demand from the politiclans
for greater social and economic
development, it added.

The paper made a set of rec-
ommendations for reforms of
the political parties. which In-
clude: registration of the parties
with the Election Conunission,
practice ol intra-party democ-
racy, transparency of financial
accounts, discarding armed
cadres fromn the parties etc.

Awaml League lawmaker MS
Akbar and Jamaat-e-Islami
leader Quamaruzzaman;
Farhad Mazhar. Mohammad
Jahangir, Maj Gen (retd.)
Ibrahim, Dr. Enamul Haq. Dr.
Md. Yusuf, Shamsun Nessa,
Nilufar Banu, Md. Zakaria and
Dr. Atig were, among others.

who participated in the discus-
sfon.

under

BB not

From page |
ngeciallacd in foreign
ank dealing in for-

inspector
trade to a
elgn trade.

"An Inspector speclalised In
Islamic banking Is sent to an Is-
lamic bank. Bangladesh Bank
never sends a Muslim or a
Hindu to any bank for inspec-
tion, It sends banking Inspec-
tors,” Khaled said.

The central bank is well
equipped and has all capabili-

ties and skills to supervise all
types of banking including Is-
lamic banking, he affirmed.

“Islami Bank is not a relf-
E:nus institution. It Is a bank-

g Institution operating under
the Banking Company Act. So
all the citizens have access to
this bank and there Is no law or
rule which restricts entry of a
non-Muslim to Islami Bank.

“The central bank does not
know existence of any law that
resiricts a non-Muslim from
being its employee or client,
Bank monltorlng is not a reli-
Flous ritual. Rather, it Is a pro-
essional Job. Only profession-
als perform this job. The ques-
tion to consider religion does
not arise at all”.

Khaled sald there are ls-
lamic banks In non-Muslim
countries and a good number of
non-Muslims deposit their
money with those banks just to
earn more profit. In those coun-
tries, all the monitoring offi-
cials of central banks are non-
Muslims. But sponsors of those
banks never raised any ques-
tion regarding this. he added.

He sald conveutional com-
mercial banks can also intro-

Kaptai units
From page |

the plant.

PDB itself has set up a 60 MW
unit at Shahjibazar at the cost
of around Tk 140 crore.

"Even’if the new plants at
Kaptal require some additional
Infrastructure in water, the cost
should not exceed Tk 200 crore.
If we estimate liberally, the to-
tal cost for the units should not
be more than Tk 450 crore.”
sald a PDB official.

PDB argues that if competi-
five bidding is avolided, the two
plants could be built by 2005.
when country's demand for
power will rise to 4600 MW as
per the Power System Master
Plan.

But PDB is trying to justif
the budget saying that Kaptai-4
and Kaptai-5 unit, set up in
1998, cost Tk 280 crore and that
the taka has been devalued
against the dollar since then

But a PDB expert said, "Since
the mid-nineties, prices of
power plant components nosed-
dived by more than fifty per
cent because of technological
advancement. That is why. all
new projects of PDB and the
private sector have becopie
much cheaper”

The new plants will be in-
stalled by the same Japanese
company and the consultant
which built Kaptai-4 and Kap-
tai-d5 units.

The project will be funded by
the Japan Bank of Interna-
tional Cooperation (JBIC) and
Bangladesh government. The
overnnient will provide the in-
rastructure cost, which PDB
calculates at Tk 237 crore. The
rest will be provided by JBIC for
imire liase of machinery.

\ proposal given by Cana-
diau firnm SMC Lavalin for the
two units last year was pul
aside, they said.

When contacted, the PDB
Chairman admitted that the
project was being pursued on
the basis of "unsolicited negoti-
ation” and that the cost was
higher than land-based ones.
"Hydro-plants need additional
investment for infrastructure.
Though the initial cost is high.
hydro power plants are cheaper
as these are more durable than
conventional land-based plan-
is,” he said.

The additional expenditure
will be reflected in the overall
power generation cost of PDB
and ultimately passed on to the
consuimers.

Opposition hartal

From page |

the government's 'failure to
check’ the dreaded disease. But
police attacked the rally
shortly after it began and foiled
it.

Components of the four-
party alliance — BNP, Jatiya
Party, Jamaat-e-Islami and Is-
lami Oikya Jote staged
demonstrations separately at
all thana headquarters and
brought out processions yester-
day in support of the hartal.

Hospitals, food shops,
Kitchen markets, medicine
shops. newspaper offices, am-
bulance, vehicles carrying
journalists, law enforcing
agencles, fire brigade, utility
services like water, electricity
and gas services have been ex-
empted from the purview of
hartal, the alllance said.

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia has called upon the ple
from all walks ol life to observe
today's hartal.

In a statement yesterday, she
said the hartal was called to
protest police attack on a joint
rally and procession of the op-
position alllance at Naya Pal-
tan in the city on Sunday.

She sald the alllance organ-
ised the rally to protest gov-
ernment’s failure to eradicate
aedes mosquitoes and check the
dreaded dengue disease. But po-
lice folled the programme by
firing tear gas shells, rubber
bullets and resorting to lathli
charge that left over 100 In-

Jured,

The Leader of the Opposition
in Parlilament said the out-
break of dengue fever has taken
a serious turn and more than
100 people have so far died of
this disease.

She called upon the people to
remain alert against AL con-
spiracy and make today's har-
tal a success.

to accommodate.

paid the
taka for the land including the

compensation money for the af-

biased

duce Islamic hauklng services
and for this they don't have (o
take any prior approval

For example. Prime Bank is
a conventional commercial
bank which has two types of
banking, one based on Interest
and the other on Islamic bank-
tnF system. When central bank
officials go to Prime Bank for
Inspection, they monitor all
activities of the bank (ncluding
Islamic banking. In this case,
only professionalism works,
there Is no scope to consider re-
ligion, he said.

There are some Islamic
banks such as Islami Bank BD
Ltd and Al-Baraka Bank Ltd,
which introduced diversified
systems. Most of the high offi-
clals including chief executives
of these banks worked in con-
ventional commercial banks
for long with professional com-

etence before joining those

anks. They are doing a good
job and they never raised any
such question, he said.

Two rice mills,
3 godowns
gutted in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 7: Two
rice mills, two rice and one
firewood godowns were gutted
in a fire In Chaktal area this
morning, Fire Brigade sources
sald.

The fire broke out at 5 am
and continued till 9 am, sources
added.

Cause of the fire could not be
ascertained til filing of this re-
port at 7 pm today:.

On receipt of information,
firefighting units rushed to the
spot and extinguished the blaze.

According to Fire Brigade
the loss of property was esti-
mated at Tk 30 lakh.

DCC runs out

From page 1

could not procure SICOFLYING
now due to its failure to clear
an outstanding amount of
crores of taka. The supplier has
expressed inability to supply
this adulticide any more.

The crisis has been triggered
mainly due to demand for the
insecticide at a time which is
normally an “off season” for
vector fighters. Never in the
past, DCC needed so much of in-
secticide during the rainy sea-
SOI. '

It is only in the dry season
when DCC's mosquito control
drives are planned and its bud-
get is also fixed accordingly. In
the last one week, DCC spraved
about 10,000 litres of SICOFLY-
ING in and around the city, ex-
hausting almost all its stock.

DCC sources said that from
Dhanmondi arca alone, they
received more than 200 requests
from residents yesterday for
spraying insecticide. It is now
impossible for the DCC to cope
with the requests.

In 1998, DCC purchased
eight ULV machines from the
US at a controversial price of
Tk 13.93 lakh each. Two of the
machines are already out of or-
der and the rest six could not be
used due to non-availability of
ULV insecticide

Lawyers
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of such a suit, the sources added.

Meanwhile. the Ainjibi
Oikkyo Parishad vyesterday
held a rally at the Supreme
Court Bar Assoclation office
and brought out a procession (n
the city protesting the PM’'s re-
marks. Carrving placards and
banners, the lawyers marched
up to Muktangan.

Presided over by Khandaker
Mahbubuddin Ahmed, the rally
was addressed by, among oth-
ers, Barrister Maudud Ahmed,
Nurul Hug Majumder, Mohsin
Mia, Secretary of Dhaka Bar
Assocliation Barrsiter Rafiqul
Islam Mia, . Advocate Adilur
Rahman Khan of Jativa Ainjibl
Parishad and Sheikh Ansar
Ali.

The speakers termed the
PM's remarks "unfortunate and
ain attack on the judiciary and
its independence”. Her remarks
undermined the Constitution.
they said.

Dengue
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Of them, 29 were admitted to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal, two to Mitford Hospital,
seven each to Dhaka Shishu
Hospital and BIRDEM, one each
to Suhrawardi Hospital and Na-
tional Hospital, four each to
Red Crescent Holy Family Hos-
pital and Ibne Sina Clinic, five
to Bangladesh Medical College
Hospital, three each to Mon-
wara, Al-Rajl Hospital and
Samarita and two each were
admitted to Central Hospital,
Comfort, and Dhaka Commu-
nity Hospital.

KEPZ
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Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina laid the foundation

stone of the KEPZ on October
30, 1999. The project, under-
taken by a Korean company,
Youngone Corporation, alms to
draw an investment of one bil-
lion US dollars for some 250
industries the zone is expected
Youngone
Corporation has 13 indusiries
in the export processing zones
in Chittagong and Dhaka.

The KEPZ authorities have
overnment 64 crores

fected last vear The govern-
ment was supposed to hand over
the entire land to KEPZ imme-
diately after payment, which it
hasn't as vet.

The KEPZ project received
government’s approval in 1996,
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