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Tago::es death Defence argues for BCL-Shibir gunﬁght
anniversary : ; £ TU: 20 ini |
observed | Farooq's acquittal at 1U: 20 injured
| ~ From IU Correspondent
Z B}r Stafl Cor IESpDﬂdt‘l'll A defence counsel vesterday were [ound in places where con-
| The 59th anniversary of | demanded condemmned army ol spiracies took place.” he told a KUSHTIA. Aug 6: At least 22 14 activists of both the oron
| death of Rabindranath Tagore licer F‘Hrumi Rulunan be acquit- high Court bench continuing people including two policemen injured. ps
was observed in the country | ted of the charge of involvement his argument for a fifth day. were injured in a gunfight be- Palice sources said durin
yesterday through various pro- | in the "so-called” conspiracy ol Taheruddin Thakur, tween thie activists of BCL and  the clash OC of Kushtia than
g:*a:nlllela. ' killing Bangabandhu, sayving Marafat Al Shah, LD Abul Islami Chhatra Shibir on Is- Sirajul Islam and CDlIsIabIea
Different socio-cultural or- that his complicity was not Hossain Mridha and Wahab lamic Unlversity campus today. Shahid were injured. B,
ganisations and institutions proved, reports UNB. | Joardar had been acquitted by According to campus The bullet-hit Shibir P &
took up programmes including He also pointed to the fact the lower court while 15 former sources, the trouble began at tivists, identified as Hossajin,

discussions on the poet's life
and works and cultural func-
tions to mark the day.

that three others charged in the
Bangabandhu Murder Case got
exonerated.

army officers were found guilty
and sentenced to death ftor thelir
involvement in the assassina-

around 11:45 am when both the
student bodies brought out pro-
cessions and chanted provoca-

Nurul Amin, Mohammadl Ul.

lah, Abdul Wahab, Rafiqul Is.
lam Rana and Masum, were

Bangladesh Television and Advy Khan Saifur Rahman tion of Bangabandhu on Augusl tive slogans against each other. rushed to Jhenidah Hospital
Bangladesh Betar aired special | argued that if Taheruddin 19, 1970. At one stage, gunshots were While BCL activists Rofel ang
programmes on the occasion. Thakur and to others could be Submitting his arguments fired from the BCL procession Mithu to Islamic Universu}p

Naional dailies brought out | acquitted of charge ot conspir- the defence lawyer sald Col Fa- that left a Shibir activist in- Hospital.

special supplements on the day.

Speakers at a discussion in
the city yesterday recalled the
contribution of Rabindranath
Tagore to make Bengall Lllrl-
guage and literature known in
the international area

The discussion was organ-

acy to kill Bangabandhu, then
Col (dismissed) Farooq Rahman
should also be l't‘llt‘\‘{‘(}

"Farooq Rahman should be
acquitted of the charges on
grounds that his position with
the so-called conspiracy was
lesser than that of Taheruddin

rooq was not found in any ol
the places where conspiracy to
kill Bangabandhu was hatched,

Quoting a prosecution wit-
ness that Farooq Rahman went
to Khandaker Mushtaq
Ahmed's village home at Daud-
kandi. a place where the con-
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jured. Shibir retaliated by fir-
ing back.

Witnesses said about 100
shots were fired and crackers
exploded during the clash that
lasted an hour,

Police and BDR jointly

The six other injured BCL ac-
tivists — Mamun Joarder,
Bipul, Muhith, Minaj, Shishir
and Khokan — were admitted 1o
Kushtia General Hospital.

The university authorities
suspended all classes and exam-
ination till August 10. Addj.
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People try to escape the blinding smoke screen after police fired teargas canisters to | rushed to the spot and fired
S + »  Shilapkala h ¢ wo others who spiracy was said to have taken G - S 5 Sl ' 3 it I Al .. ‘
ised h_x o the 5 I‘n_l _1&).1 “:3 | l_l‘lfl.‘}-..u‘r l'ltll{i 11. 0 1Llhh: AL I datrrains g disperse an opposition rally held at Naya Paltan in the city vesterday. — Star photo | teargas shells to disperse the li_una:l BPR.&;nd Im]l('e forces
Acadern le speakers include | were acquitted ever oug DEE Pa g col 7 5N . clashing groups. They also WCI€ deployed on the camnpus lo |
~ v LS o e T PRy charged batons, leaving at least avert further clash. 7 ]
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educationist Dr. Abdul Quiyum.
cultural personality Mustala

Monwar. artiste Ataur Rah-
mamn. art critic Moinuddin
Khaled, vocalist Rezwana

Chowdhurv Bonnva and Direc- |

tor of the academy Azad Rah-
EE
A musical
the discussion.
The Bangla Academy and the
National Museum also organ-

soiree followed

ised separate programmes 1o
mark the day
Abbhudov Music Associa-

tion (AMA) will arrange a iusi-
cal soiree today at 7:30 p.n. at
the auditorinm of Biswa
Sahitva Kendra in the city

No more
political
meeting at
FBCCI

Star Report

In the wake of growing criti-
cism over a former FBCC]
(Federation of
Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustry) president’'s political
meeting at the chamber’'s con-
ference room, the executive
comimittee of the chamber yes-
terday decided not to rent out its
conference room to any politi-
cal party.

However, to tone down the
criticisin, the committee in a
meeting yesterday decided to al-
low Salauddin Kader Chowd-
hury, a BNP lawmaker, to hold
a meeting at the FBCCI confer-
ence room.

The business community
criticised FBCCI's decision as it
allowed Yusuf Abdullah Harun
a former President of the
chamber, to hold a political
meeting at its conference rooun
on Saturday to settle an inter-
nal feud of Murad Nagar Thana
Awami League

However, the FBCCI Presi-
dent Abdul Awal Mintoo, when
contacted, said that they al-
lowed Harun to hold the meet-
ing as he is a former president
of the chamber and not for any
political reasons. He also said
that the decision was not con-
trary to the constitution of the
chamber and mentioned many
organisations usually hold
meetings at that venue.

“But fromm now on we will be
very cautious while renting out
the conference room to anv or-
ganisation. Why should we keep
on getting into this sort of ¢on-
troversy,” Mintoo said.

However, sources said that
Harun was alllowed to hold the
meeting even without applyving
to the secretariat authority.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Salauddin Kader Chowdhury
said that he applied following
press reports. “As a ruling party
representative was allowed to
hold a meeting, | decided to ap-
ply for renting the conference
room.

He also sald that allowing
such political meeting at the
FBCCI Is unprecedented and
does not personally like the

idea of political party's holding

such meeting in the FBCCI con-
féerence room.

Meantime, Jatiya Party
leader Kazi Firoz Rashid also
applied to the FBCCI for per-
mission to hold a meeting mll the
Jatiyo Ainjibi Federation at the
end of this month. However,
FBCCI President said they
haven't received any applica-
ton from Firoz Rashid till yes-
terday evening. ;
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Bangladesh |

The government has made
cll'l"ﬂllg]t';ilt‘llf‘j to conduct labo-
ratory test to diagnose dengue
fever in different hospitals at
six divisional headquarters
across the country free of cost
reports BSS.

This was decided at a high
level meeting of the Ministry of
Health vesterday with Health
and Family Welfare Minister
Sheikh Fazlul Kariin Selim in
the chair.

The hospitals are Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical
University (BSMMU), Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH), Dhaka Shishu Hospi-
tal, Suhrawardy Hospital, Na-
tional Medical College Hospital
Sarkari Karmachari Hospital,
Mahanagar Hospital, Holy
Family Hospital, IEDCR, BIR-
DEM hospital, Mitford hospi-
tal, Chittagong Medical College
Hospital and Sadar Hospital
and different Medical College
Hospitals and Sadar Hospitals
in six divisional headquarters
across the country

The hospitals will remain
open round-the-clock to help

hospitals at 6 div Hqgs

patients undergo laboratory
test. ministry sources said,

The meeting discussed the
dengue fever situation and
ashked the departments col-
cerned to take adequate mea-
sires to contain the diseasc

Rally at Ctg to
create mass
awareness

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 6: The
lask force formed by the Chit-
tagong City Corporation (CCC)
today organised a rally in the
city to create mass awareness
about dengue lever.

Prof Sultan Ul Alam, head of |

community medicine at Chit-
tagong Medical College Hospital
(CMCH) is the convener of a 33-
member task force

A research cell was opened
tocday at the Department ol
Community Medicine of CMCH
to collect and compile reports
on dengue virus, CMCH sources
Saidd
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turn for the worse

Flood has claimed at least 12
lives in the northern districts
of Kurigram, Sirajganj and
Lalmonirhat until yesterday.
Besides, two people have been

missing since flood water broke

through two embankments in
Jamalpur district yesterday.

The flood situation Is likely
to deteriorate in some parts of
the country due to continuous
rise of some major rivers,

Seven people drowned in
flood water in Kurigram, four in
Sirajganj and one in Lal-

monirhat district.

The Flood Forecasting and
Warning Centre (FFWC) said
yesterday that the countrys
major rivers are flowing above
the danger level at nine points
and may rise to [live more
points by today.

Asked about the recent flood
in the Indian states ol Assam
and Bihar, a FFWC offlicial said
the llood water from those [n-
dian states will ultimately run
down to the Bay of Bengal
through Jamuna and Brahma-

By Staff Correspondent
putra rivers

The Padma was flowing 38
cni and 49 cim above the danger
level at Goalanda and
Bhapyakul points, respectively.
The Surma of Meghna basin
was flowing 38 cm and 27 cu
above the danger level at
Kanaighat at Sunamgan]
points, respectively. The water
level of Jamuna is likely to rise
at Sirajganj and Aricha today:.

More low-lying areas in and
around Dhaka and Narayan-
ganj are likely to be submerged,
the FFWC said. adding that the
Turag is likely to rise at Mirpur
and Tongi points.

Our Jamalpur correspondent
reported that the low-lying ar-
eas of Sarishabari, Madarganj.
Islampur and Jamalganj upazi-
las went down under flood wa-
ter due to heavy rainfall and
continuous rise of water levels
in Jamuna and Brahmaputra.

The flood water broke
through Harindhara and
Akondopara embankments of
the district. o correspondent

added.
Meanwhile.
correspondent

our

reported that

flood has so far claimed seven

lives in Kurigramn district, in-
cluding one yesterday, and one
in Lalmonirhat district.

Brahmaputra, Dharla and
tributaries

Teesta and their
were flowing well above the
danger level, inundating low-
lying areas along the rivers.

At least 60,000 people in
Kurigram,
Gaibandha, and Rangpur dis-
iricts are maroone

upper streain zones, our corre-
spondent added.

Over four lakh
Manikganj,
and Rajbari districts have been
marooned due
flood situation.

Ferrving of transport
Aricha-Nagarbari-Daulatdia
routes was disrupted. as seven
out of eleven pontoons were
Hooded with swelling waters of
Padma.

Rangpur

Lalmonirhat,
due to

heavy downpour and onrush of
flood waters from across Indian

people of
Pabna, Sirajganj
o worsening
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A villager pushes his family through a waterlogged area in
a small hand-made boat in Shantipur in Nadia district.
some 100 kilometres north of Calcutta on Saturday. Over

one million

damaged rice and jute crops.

people have been homeless by flash floods
caused by Monsoon downpour last week

which also

— AFP photo

2 Floods in Assam,

Bihar claim

more lives

Death toll rises to 94

GUWAHATI, India, Aug 6
Floods have Killed at least Y4
people and left about 2.5 mil-
lion homeless in the Indian
states of Assam and Bihar, iso-
lating the country’'s sprawling
northeast, officials said Sun-
day, reports AFP.

Dilip Sakia of Assam’'s rul-
ing Asom Gana Parishad (AGP)
party told AFP there were re-
ports that waterborne diseases
had claimed dozens of lives
over the past few days.

“Government reports indi-
cate that at least 40 people have
died directly in the [loods.
while 30 others have died in the
outbreak of water-borne dis-
eases. The situation is indeed
very grim,” said Sakia

Assam Flood Control Minis-
ter Pramod Gogoi sald the
swollen Brahmaputra river and
its tributaries had severed road
and rail links between seven
northeastern states and the rest
of the country.

“Floods have submerged
large sections of the national
highway and raflway tracks at
various places, snapping sur-
face communication between
the northeast and the rest of In-
dia,” Gogol said.

“This is hampering relief
work.”

The

seven northeastern

states are linked to the rest of
India through Assam.

According to Gogoi. the na-
tional highway in the western
districts of Kokrajhar and Nal-
bari in Assam was completely
under water.

Almost 1.5 million people in
Assam have been left homeless,
he said.

In the eastern state of Bihar.
ftwo more flood-related deaths
were reported Saturday, taking
the toll there to 24, a govern-
ment spokesman said.

Nearly one million people,
spread over hundreds of vil-
lages in Bihar's 16 districts,
were affected by the floods,
which have damaged crops and
public property worth several
million rupees, he said.

The air force and ary were
carrying out rescue operations
in the state with helicopters
and motor boats, he added.

An Indian Railways
spokesman in Assam. nmean-
while, said repair work had
started so that train links could
be restored.

"But it will take over a week
for trains to start plving as
there has been extensive 1Tnnl-
age to railway tracks. Some ol
the tracks have been washed
awav,” he said,
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Population may reach 177.3m

When the world's population
hits nine billion by middle of
the new century at the current
irowth rate, Bangladesh Iis
ikely to be crammed with 210.8
million people, reports UNB.

The country's population is
expected (o reach 177.3 million
in the next 25 years, according
to a data sheet of US-based Pop-
ulation Reference Bureau re-
celved here yesterday.

Currently ranked eighth,
Bangladesh will remain pegged
to the same status when some of
the countries would have made
it higher in the leader.

The just-released 2000 World
Population Data Sheet contain-
ing the demographic data
worldwide shows the world is
expected to have a population of
nine billlon by 2050. World
opulation hit 6-billion mark
ast October.

And the PRB, In its press re-
lease, made grim predictions
thiat the carrent period of rapid
population growth would con-
tinue for at least another 50

T o

years

~ The PRB annual report card
on world demographic trends
also showed that the populace
of Bangladesh has doubled
within 38 years and the per-
centage of natural increase in
1.8.

Authors to the data sheel
Carl Haub and Dianna Cor-
nelius, said: We are well out on
way toward a seven billion In
only 12 and 13 years, the short-
est period ever.

"But this scenario assumes
increasing use of voluntary
family planning in developing
countries even in areas where (it
Is virtually unknown."

"At slalu)u: are the successes of
efforts to protect the environ-
ment, combat growing poverty,
and solve water and food supply
problems.,” they added,

The less developed countries
of Africa, Asia and Latin
America now account for 80 per
cent of world population but
represent 99 per cent ol global
growth.

World population in 2000 to-
taled 6,067.267,000 (6.1 billion)
with 1.184,155,000 living in the
more developed countries
[Lurope, North America. Aus-
tralia, Canada and New
Zealand) and 4,883,112.000 i
the less developed countries of
Alrica, Asla and Latin America.

“The highest growth rates
are found in the poorest coun-
tries, despite stated policles to
reduce population growth and
despite high evels o
HIV/AIDS, particularly in Sub-
Saharan Africa.” the release
said.

Worldwide, women currently
average about 2.9 births in their
lifethme. This ranges from a low
of only 1.2 in Eastern Europe (o
5.8 In Sub-Saharan Africa,

The population of less devel-
oped countries (excluding
China) now nunthers
3.619.676,000. The bulk ol
world population growih s
concentrated in these conntin s
(70 million annually).

In these countries, wolnen

in 25 yrs

average 3.7 children each. o rate
well above the two children re-
mured [or populations 1o only

replace” themselves and reach
a condition ol zero growth.

[he data show that India be-
came world's second "popula-
tion billionaire” this year and
is expected to pass China by
mid-century.

Globally, about 1 per cent ol
the population s estimated to
be infected with HIV/AIDS. The
highest proportion is fn Sub-
Saharan Africa (7.1 per cent)
and the lowest in Enrope (0.2
per cent) and Oceanda (0.1 per
cent).

Sub-Saharan Africa, with a
population of 657 million and a
total fertility rate of 5.8 chil-
dren per woman, has by far the
lastest-growing population of
any major region in the world.
Fhe HIV/AIDS epldemic
notwithstanding the region Is

rm]m-tcd to have 1.5 billion in-
iabitants by 2050,
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Breach 1in dam

8 children swept
away in Ctg

CHITTAGONG. Aug 6: Eight
children while cutting grass at
the foot of cross dam at village
Boilgaon wunder Sadhanpur
union were swept away when
sudden water surge made a
breach in the dam today, re-
ports UNB.

Seven of them were rescued
from Anwara, 2 ki down
stream of the Sangkha river. in
a critical condition.

Baby Akhtar, 8-year-old
primary school student. was
still missing, residents and po-
lice said.

About 20 vards ol the cross

See page 11 col 6

Newspapermen
observe demand
day today

Journalists, general en-
ployees and press workers of all
newspaper and news agencies
will observe 'Demand Day’ to-
day across the country demand-
ing arrest of the killers of jour-
nalist Shamsur Rahman and
security of the newspapermeil.
reports BSS.

According to a BFUJ press
release yesterday, a rally will be
held at the Jativa Press Club at
11 amn. Later, a silent procession
will be brought out.

Editors, journalists, press
workers and employees will
join the rally and the proces-
sfon.

Windies in
command

By Sports Reporter

A magnificent 112 from
champion batsman Brian Lara
and healthy contributions from
his teammates put the West In-
dies in a formidable position at
close of play on the fourth day
of the third Test against Eng-
land at Old Trafford yesterday.

At stumps, the tourists were
381 for six. a lead of 235 ruus
with wicket-keeper Ridley Ja-
cobs batting on 25 not out and
Franklyn Rose 8 not out.
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Coal importers
ipe over PSI

From Igbal Siddiquee

SYLHET, Aug 6: Import of
rnal and other perishable iteins
lrom the Indian state of Megha-
lava through the four land cus-
tom stations in Svlhet has re-
mained suspended for two
months.

The deadlock began after im-
porters stopped opening LCs fol-
lowing introduction of the Pre-
shipment Inspection (PSI) sys-
temn in February this year.

A high-level meeting of the
NBR is scheduled for tomorrow
to discuss the situation as well
as to ascertain how to resolve
the crisis.

Last month, a 10-man team
headed by the first secretary of
NBR visited coal quarries and
customn stations, and met the
exporters in Meghalaya. The
team included officials from
FBCCI, Svihet and Sunamgan
Chambers, Sylhet Coal 1m-
porters Association etc.

Given the prevailing situa-
tion, the team stated in its re-
port, it was not possible to en-
force the PSI at the moment
Until and unless mibimum in-
frastructure [acilities were en-
sured in the Land Custom Sta-
fions located in Sylhet-Megha-
lava border areas. the PSI
should not be enforced in case
of coal import, considering the
geographical backwardness of
the region, the team also sug-
gested. However, it recon-
mended a temporary arrange-
ment, a pre-export inspection
with minimum formalities.

While talking to The Daily
Star a number of importers al-
leged that the PSI was imposed
without ensuring some basic in-
frastructure and logistic ar-

rangements and without con-

sidering the geographical as-
pects of Sylhet and Meghalaya.

About eight lakh metric
tonnes of coal are imported
fromn India every year. Of this.
about 6.5 lakh meltric tonnes
are imported through the Tam-
abil and Sheola land customns
stations of Sylhet and Barch-
hara Land Customs Station in
Sunamganj.

A number of importers in-
formm that it cost about 40 US
dollars to import one tonne
coal from India by truck
whereas it went up to 56 US dol-
lars for importing from In-
donesia on ship. The Meghalayva
coal imported through Sylhel
meets about 90 per cent demand
of the country’s brick-fields.

The government earned a to-
tal revenue of Taka 45 crore last
year through the Tamabil.
Sheola and Barchhara land
custom stations for ecoal im-
ports. The figure is increasing
every year.

The government had autho-
rised three foreign companies
for imports to Bangladesh, Of
these, one has been entrusted
with the task of issuing PSI cer-
tificates for imports from In-
dia.

Although the PSI is intera-
tionally accepted. its eflective-
ness has not been considered in
the case of land trade, espe-
cially in the case of small-scale
trades involving 5000 US dol-
lars, said an importer.

Coal is imported from the
hilly region of Meghalaya. It is
loaded there. Most of the times,
officials of the PSI company
cannot visit the area [rom
where the coal consignment is
loaded due to security and other
reasons. It takes about one and
a half to two months to com-
plete the formalities from load-
ing to unloading. '

MoNNO
MONNO GROUP OF INDUSTRIES

9, Wyre Street, Wari, Dhaka - 1203

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

Being a leading group of industries in the country, we offer
a challenging career opportunity for smart, dynamic,

hardworking and result-oriented qualified candidates

as Trainee Officers.

Requirements:

Each applicant should hold at least graduation degree
after completion of "O" / "A" levels in English Medium
from any institute/university. The candidates should
have good command in English, both spoken and

written,

and should be able to prepare and

communicate all correspondence competently. Good
computer knowledge in MS office and Windows 98 is
essential. Age limit maximum 30 years.

The group offers attractive remuneration package to
deserving candidates. This is an excellent opportunity for
career upgradation linked with individual performance on

the job.

Deserving candidates are encouraged to apply confidently
along with their resume, photocopies of all certificates/
two recent coloured passport size
photographs to the Manager (Administration) not later than

testimonials,

the 20th August 2000.

N.B. Only short-listed applicants /candidates will be

called for the interview.
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