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: ﬂﬂ‘ey. opener says he has a

lﬂﬁtfd from 1964-74 with 5.138
runs at an average ol 13.54,

“Having taken blood tests, they
discovered leukemia.

“It was quite a shock. You
can't fight it. You have to have
\;Ih in your consultant and the

S Meatment,”
vas England's batting coach

affect my lifestyle. They said |
would leel tired from time to

1

with it. I was very upsetting for
my wife too,” he said.

ful for what we've had.
something which 1 loved and
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LQHQON' Au G: John
Edrich, who trlaye 77 tmes lor
Epgland an hit an unbeaten

ainst New Zealand in

1965, Is suﬂ:rmf, from an in.

cnrnbl' form of eukemia and

pas been told he has only sevey
years 1o live, reports AP,

Quoted in the Mail on Sun-

the 63-Year-Old former

rare formi of the disease called
waldenstrom’s.

“] hadn't seen a doctor for
about 10 years. But I'd been feel-
ing tired for a while,” said
Edrich, whose England career

said Edrich. who
itil five vears ago.
"l asked how it was going to
ime and would have to live
"1 think we've got to be grate-
I did

1ad the ability to plav cricket at

Venus, Monica

| Japan unha

b Williams.,
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-
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¥

march into
final

CARLSBAD, California. Aug
6: Venus Williams is proving to
be unbeatable, even when her
game is off.

Despite an inconsistent
showing, Williams eliminated
Amy Frazier 6-2. 6-3 Saturday
in the semifinals of the 535.000
dollars Acura Classic for her
14th straight match victory. re-
ports AP.
ranked third m
the world, will go for her third
fournament titie in a row i
Sunday s final. She’ll face
Monica Seles, a 6-3, 7-6 winner
over Anna Kournikova in Sat-
urday’s second semifinal.

Frazier, who upset top-
ranked Martina Hingis in the
quarterfinals. couldn't handle
Williams' power.

“She hit the ball so hard.”
Frazier said. "I was just trying
to stay in the points and she re-
ally wasn't letting me do any-
thing. | sort of felt a little lost at
times.

Frazier was barely competi-
tive on a day when Williamns
made only 46 per cent of her
first serves and committed 28
unforced errors. Williams did,
however, hit 27q{winners to just
three for the 26 ranked Fra-
zier.

"I didn't play too well.”
Williams said. °I felt 1 was off-
balance quite a lot.”

Seles, winner on nine Grand
Slam titles, played her besi
match of the week as she cooled
off Kournikova. who beat two
top. 10 plavers to reach the
SEmis.

MSC go

From page 8

ahman Babul. The pioneer
promoter of the tour also said
SIX more Mohammedan oflicials
are also accompanying the con-
tngent on their own expenses.

SQUAD

Alfaz Ahmed (captain).
Nizam Majumder (GK). Rezaul
Hakim (GK). Jewel Rana. lin-
fiaz Abmed Naquib. Ruhul
Amin, Rakib Hossain. Jahangir
Patwari. Rezaul Karim. Kam-
rizzaman Selim. Bipul Kumar
Roy. Abdullah-al-Mujahiz
Shoaib, Anwar Hossain. Abu
Faisal, Motinr Munna and Sal-
ful Bari Titu

Ollicials: Fazlur Rahman
Babul (team leader). Hasannz-
aman Bablu coach). Abul Hos-
SANY st o coie il Arnl Islam
imanager) and laitinz Sultan

Jhonny (technical manager) and
Khiurshid Babul (official).

FIXTURE
Date Opponent Time
August 10  Bengal United 7pm
August 12 Raman XI 2pm
15 West Ham U-21 7pm

T Guid

Monday 7th August

ammes are in local time,

All BI’
1 ally Star will not be responsi-
{ e

for any change in the pro-
gramme)

BTV

3:00 Opening Announcement,
Recitation From The Holy Quran

And Programme Outline 3:15 Pa-

triotic Son%.?':m Open University
Prog. 4:00 Bangla News 4:05 Edu-
cational Programme: Lerning In
The Lab And Fun With Meth /
lapanies Video 4:30 Sashtho
Thattho (Health Developing For
Mother & Children) 4:45 Sports
Programme 5:20 Pravaas (Ma-

azine) 5:45 Pusti Thattho 6:05
@ Transmission New Artist Au-
dition From Chittagony Center 7:00
Sambad (Bangla News) 7:05 Dolan-
chapa (Song of Nazrul) 7:25 Aviza-
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Sport

ppy with Confed Cup decision

ZURICH. Aug 6:
Japanese reluc-
tance to host the
2001 Confedera-
tions Cup and a
simmering row
between the African and Asian
soceer confederations marred
an otherwise polished meeting
Saturday of the FIFA Congress,
reports AP.

The meeting of 203 national
soccer associations, held one
month after FIFA awarded
Germany the 2006 World Cup in
controversial circumstances.
passed off without incident.
prompting FIFA President Sepp
Blatter to say that "we have
unity in the family of football.”

But the African Footbhall
Confederation said it had in-
formed its Asian counterpart
that all cooperation between
the two was being ended In re-
tallation for a "lack of support”
lrom Asian representatives on
FIFA's executive committee - an
apparent reference to their sup-
port of Germany over South
Africa.

And Japan angrily rejectéed
FIFA'S proposal it should stage
the Confederations Cup next
vear as a dress rehearsal for 1l
2002 World Cup. which it is co-
hosting with South Korea.

[he Japanese sent a letter 1o
Blatter early Saturday, con-
demning the decision as “very
sudden. without any consulta-
tion belorehand. neglecting the
Japanese association's inde-
pendence.”

They had turned down a
FIFA Executive Commnittee pro-
posal in March to stage the
cight-team tournament in 200

and were surprised by the an-
nouncement. South Korea,
which is to co-host the tourna-
ment. did not protest.

Meanwhile. the Congress
meeting gave its final stamp of
approval to the harmonised in-
ternational calendar drawn up
by FIFA starting 2002,

No protests were raised
against the plan, which will set

aside 12 dates per vear for in-

ternational matches and time
for breaks and training. Do-

T—

mestic leagues will be allowed
to play whenever they want so
long as they avoid clashes with
international dates,

The congress also approved
the principle of rotating the
World Cup between the six cone
tinents in future, which Blatter
told delegates will be studied ur-
gently.,

“I am sure that before 2002
we will have that rotation sys-
tem installed,” Blatter insisted.
The 2010 World Cup host will be
chosen in 2004,

FIFA chief Sepp Blatter
delivering his speech during
the FIFA Congress 1n

Zurich on August 4.
— AFP photo

Blatter declined to say ex-
actly how the rotation might
work. "We have approximately
24 parameters that we could
use,” he said.

At this Congress, “we had to
show that ... evervthing is back
to normal,” he added. There was
little controversy at the meet-
ing itself, where delegates
agreed to an overhaul of the
FIFA statutes by 2004.

FIFA officials said they
hadn't been informed of the
Alrican decision to drop coop-
eration with Asia.

The African Football Con-
lederation said in a statement it
informed Asian soccer officials
Thursday that it would “put an

*Asian

Africa breaks off ties with Asia

end to the Afro-Asian coopera-
tion between the two conledera-
tions in the field of Afro-Asian
championships and exchange

of officials.”

“This decision which takes
effect beginning August 2000
comes as a result of the lack of
support by the Asian FIFA ex-
ecutive comuittee members in
matters (nvolving Alrican in-
terests within FIFA,” it sMd.

“It was very unexpected. It
really shocked us,” sald the
confederation s secre-
tary-general, Peter Velappan.

“We're sad but were not re-
ally suffering any serious hand-
jcap.” he said, "The game is big-
ger than all these pefty Issues.
Nobody should tell us what we
should be doing.”

The new row colncided with
South Africa’s decision to drop
its campaign to have the 2006
World Cup vote taken to arbi-
tration. The African confedera-
tion had played a Key part in a
dissuading the South Africans,
who argued the vote couldn't
stand after Oceania Football
Confederation president
Charles Dempsey, instructed to
vote for South Africa by the
OFC, Instead abstained. com-
plaining of “intolerable pres-
Sure.”

The situation poses “a chal-
lenge for the FIFA president.”
Velappan said.

Regarding the other new
challenge, Blatter said he was
optiniistic he could still con-
vince the Japanese of their need
to host the Conloderations Cap.

He was et the dispate
will not cadanger the tourna-

ment. which will feature the
champions from the six confed-
erations, and the two co-hosts.

“This reluctance is a bit un-
derstandable as the Japanese
are very sensitive to decisions.”
Blatter said.

"But the goal is to fine-tune
the organisation for the 2002
World Cup. | expect another ap-
proach from them, not to put
their hands in the air and say
not us, not us.”

Japan offered to stage the
tournament in 2005 instead.

French First Division

PARIS., Aug 6:
Paris Sainl
(yermain’'s Nicolas
\nelka come on
substitute in
the 1-1 draw at

[{e s o Saturday for his first
Frenelhr First * Division  ap-
pearance for the capital city
club as he was not match fit for
their first league game. reports
AFP.

PSC: broke the French
transter record to bring intey
national striker Anelka home
from Spain in the sunnuer.
They paid Real Madrid aronnd
31 million dollars for the 21-
vear-old who signed a six-year
deal.

Bernard Lama. transferred
to Rennes in the summer, faced
his old club after coach Paul Le
Guen fielded the French inter-
national ahead of Fabien De-
bec.

Lens beat Guingamp 3-2 to

FIFA name
All Stars to
play France

ZURICH, Switzerland, Ang
GIAFPLI: World football's govern-
ing bodv FIFA named the fol-
lowinze All Star squad Satardoany
to play World and European
champions Francee on August 16
it a charity match in aid of S50OS
Enfants Villages in the south-
erit French town of Marseille:

SQUAD

Goalkeepers: Andreas Kopke
(Ger/FC Nuremberg), Jacques
Songo'o (Cmr/Deportivo La
Coruna)

Defenders: Aldair (Bra/AS
Roma), Geremi Ndjitap
(Cmr/Real Madrid), Rigobert
Song (Cmr/Liverpool). Pablo
Thiam (Gul/VfB Stuttgart),
Frank Verlaat (Ned/Werder
Bremen)

Midfielders and strikers:
Sonny Anderson (Bra/Lyon),
Roberto Baggio (Ita/Inter Mi-
lan), Victor Ikpeba
(Ngr/Borussia Dortmund),
Leonardo (Bra/AC Milan),
Ilidetoshi Nakata (Jpn/AS
Roma), Shabani Nonda I(‘;i{m AS
Monaco), Fernando Redondo
{(Arg,/ AC Milan), Paulo Sergio
(Bra Bavern Munich), Georges
Weah (Lbr/Manchester City),
Yoo Sang Chul (Kor/Yokomaha

e

! Marinos)

tra (Programme On Youth [e-
x’L‘It.}pJ R8:00 Baﬁg];‘.l News At 8 8:20
Package Drama: 10:00 News Al
Ten {English} 10:20 Songitanjoli
11:30 Bangla News 11:35 Fﬂ}!,ﬂihh
News 11:40 A) Programme Outline
For Tuesday B) National Song
11:45 Closing,

EKUSHEY

2:00 Newspaper Headlines 2:10
Shofol Jara Eumtm lara 2:35 Chena
Mukh Chena Sur 3:00 Ekushey
News Headlines 3:02 Bangla Cin-

ema: Agomon 5:30 Drishti Public

View 6:00 Ekushey News Head-
lines 6:02 Expedition of the Animal
Kingdom 6:30 Charidike
Ekushey

Circus

7:00
News Headlines 7:02
Newspaper Headlines 7:10 Circus
:45 Ekushey News 8:00
Swift Justice 9:00 Wildlife on 1 9:30
Documentary Film: Onno Desh

PSG held by Rennes

move to the top of the table
ahead of Bastia. who beat Bor-
deaux 2-0 thanks to goals by
Frederic Nee, after two rounds
of matches.

Defending champions
Monaco suffered a shock 5-2 de-
feat on their own pitch at the

\

The former Arsenal and Real
Madrid forward plaved 10 times
for PSG before moving to the
Gunners in January 1997 aged
just 17. His debut in the French
league was on February 7 1996
against Monaco, a seasoil when
he only playéed two maiches

Sylvain Distin (C) of Paris Saint Germain locked in a
tussle with Rennes’ Stephane Gregoire (L) during their
French First Division encounter at Rennes on August 5.

— AFP photo

with the first team.
The following season,
played eight times and scored

hands of Nantes on Friday in
the top match of this weekend's
league games.

It was a momentous occaslion
for the Brittany side who had
not won a League game in
Monaco for 26 years though
they beat them in last vear's
French Cup semi-final on the
same ground.

Also on Friday St Etienne
beat Marseille 3-0 at the Geof-
froy Guichard stadium. Brazil-
lan Alex, back after suspension
and a fine by his club, scored
two of their goals.

Ironically St Etienne had
beaten Marseille 5-1 in Decein-
ber last year with Alex scoring
four times.

Anelka marked his return in
the French championship after
a four-year break since plaving
for PSG In October 1996, replac-
ing midfielder Ali Benarbia in
the 57th minute at Rennes.

onno rtr 10:00 BTV News
10:20 C hirontoni 11:00 l’n}w Show
11:30 | Lthhey News Headlhines

ALPHA Bangla TV

6:00 Alaap 7:00 Grihosaja 7:30
Bharat Bhromon 8:00 Serial: Din
Protidin 9:00 Serial: Swapno Neel
9:30 Bhahari Aahar 10:00 Grihosajja
10:30 Serial: Anya Bhyvan 11:00
Serial: Guest House / Jemon Bol-
ben Sir 11:30 Serial: Ek Akasher
Niche 12:00 Serial: Mojar Khela
Kobitae 12:30 Kichu Smriti Kichu
Gaan 1:00 Serial: Agni Yuger Pa-
datik 1.30 Bhahari Aahar 2.00 Se-
rial: Iskabonar Bibi (*Indrani, Shila
Dittay) 2.30 Bangla Movie- 5:00
Svriaﬁ Ek Akasher Niche 5:30 Alaa

6:00 Bharat Bhromon 6:30 Surinr:
Din Protidin 7:30 News [n Bangali
8:00 Serial: Beauty Parlour 8:30
Serial: Ek Akasher Niche 9:00 Serial:
Hiyer Maajhay 9:30 Serial: Jibaan

T A Y N e

he

his first league goal H%Hill&t
Lens on October 20 1996 before
his move to the English capital
which caused consternation in
the PSG boardroom.

In England he won the Pre-
miership and FA Cup double in
1998 and then with Real Madrid
earned a European Champions
League medal at the Stade de
France stadium to the north of
Paris two months ago.

Cyril Chapuis scored for
Rennes in the 27th minute and
Stephane Dalimat equalized for
PSG late in the second hall

Meanwhile, Auxerre won 2-1
al Metz with goals Irom Nar-
cisse-Olivier Kapo and Djibril
Cisse. Lille won 4-0 at basement
cluby Strasbourg as Patrick Col-
lint scored twice late on. and
Troves drew 1-1 with Toulouse

Rekha (*Indrani, Kushol) 10:00
News In Bangali 10:30 Serial: Din
Mrotidin 11:30 Scerial: Shoni-Robi
Mojar Chobi #22 12:00 Serial: Guest
House / Jemon Bolben Sir 12:30
Kichu Smriti Kichu Gaan 1:00 Se-
rial: Agni Yuger Padatik 1:30

Bangla Movie-

STAR SPORTS

f_i:{}ﬂ Ech International Crickel
Cornhill Insurance Test Match
Manchester, ENGLAND- West

Indies Vs England 3rd Test, Day 4,
Highlights 9:00 Pga Tour Golf The
International Presented By Qwest
Castle Rock, CO USA Dav One
10:30 Gillette World Sports g, ecial
11:00 Sports Unlimited IZ:U(IJ) Wita
Tour Bank Of The West Classic
stantord, CA USA Semifinals 3:00
Ecb International Cricket Cornhill
Insurance Test Match Manchester,

ENGLAND: West Indies Vs Eng-
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Zamorano

staying at
Inter

MILAN, Aug 6: Inter Milan's
( hilean International Ivan
Zamorano on Saturday brushed
aslde reports that he was ready
to move back to South America
and sald he was sticking with
the Italian side, reports AFP.

The 33-year-old forward is
currently training with the Ital-
lan side at Applano Gentile he-
fore Wednesday's European
Champlons League match
against Swedish side Helsing-

borgs.

'ﬁ‘ve been here for four years
and I intend staying as long as
possible,” sald the striker nick-
named ‘Ivan the Terrible'.

The former Real Madrid
player. who arrived in Italy in
19916, and has estabilished
himself as one of the top strik-
crs in Europe, added: "All these
teports are untrue, 1 won't re-
torn o Chifle vntil the end ol iy
career

J-League
Antlers tie
Marimos

TOKYO, Aug 6: Front-run-
ners Kashima Antlers battled to
a 1-1 draw a%ainsl first-stage
winners Yokohama Marinos in
heavy rain Saturday to keep
themselves atop the J-League
football table, reports AFP.

Tuning up for the Sydney
Olympics next month, Atsushi
Yanagisawa passed to To-
movuki Hirase, who flicked in a
left-footer to give the Antlers a
lead in the 63rd minute,

But former Palmeiras
striker Edmilson fired home an
equalizer 10 minutes later after
collecting the ball in goal
mouth confusion as the rain
started to fall heavily at the
National Stadium in Tokyo.

The Antlers now stand with
six wins, one draw and one de-
feat for 19 points, two points
above Gamba Osaka, followed
by Jubilo Iwata with 15 points,
and FC Tokyo, Kashiwa Reysol
and Avispa Fukuoka with 14
points,

Tokyvo, without injured
Brazilian striker Amaral, saw
Tadatoshi Masuda sent off log
rongh play as they crashed to
Kashiwa 0-2 for their third
stradght defeat

Riquelme
let off

easy

BUENOS AIRES, Aug 6: Ar-

gentina's international striker
Juan Roman Riquelme will not
face disciplinary action over
his refusal to play for Boca Ju-
niors as they have not renewed
his contract, reports AFP.
. The 22-vear-old will. how-
ever, be persuaded to play
against Corinthians in the
Mercosur Cup on Wednesday be-
fore a possible transfer to Eu-
rope is considered

Club vice-president Pedro
Pompilio told the Telam
agency: "There will be no pun-
ishment for Riquelme. We de-

cided to send a letter to himm urg-

ing him to play against
Corinthians and then we'll re-
view lhinFs."

Pompi
a two-hour meeting with other
club officials.

Riquelme was in the Ar-
gentina squad for the Copa
America last vear though has
not held down a regular hirst
teann place

Fergie pulls
for Keane

LONDON, Aug 6: Newspaper
claims that Manchester United
skipper Roy Keane is being
treated for depression and has
sought help for alcohol-related
problemms have been furiously
denied by his manager Sir Alex
Ferguson on Sunday, reports
AFP.

'l can only tell you what Roy
Keane has told me and this
story is not right,” Ferguson
told the Mail on Sunday.

On Saturday a newspaper
website carried a story that
Keane had spent three days at
the Priory clinic, a well-known
centre for people suffering from
drug and alcohol problems
which has treated a number of
celebrities.

Keane reportdely earns
52.000 pounds a week (78,000
dollars) a week plus a Imillion

(1.5million dollars) annual
bonus.

Ferguson also denied that
Reane had admitted to the

United manager that he had at-
tended a meeting of Alcoholics
Anonyious,

Keane, the 28-year-old Re-
public of Ireland international
is widely regarded as the most
vital member of the United
tedann,

land 3rd Test, Day 4, Highlights
3:55 Live- Ecb International
Cricket Cornhill Insurance Tes|
Natch Manchester, ENGL AN -
West Indies Vs England 3rd ['est,
Dav 5, 1st Session 6:00 Anz Sport-
sline 6:05 Fivb Beach Rfulh-vﬂml’l :
Spanish & Swiss Open Men'S &
Women'S Hi 'hlightr- 6:30 Live- Ecb
International Cricket Cornhill In-
surance Test Match Manchester,
ENGLAND- West Indies Vs Eng-
land 3rd Test, Day 5, 2nd & 3rd
Session 11:00 Asia Sport Show
11:30 Anz Sportsline 11:35 Sbk
World Supvrilikuh Championship
2000 Brands Hatch, EI\K]LAN_
1:00 Pga Tour Golf The Interna-
tional Presented By Qwest Castle
Rk, CO USA FinnlyDuy

ESPN

6:00 Live- Espn'S Sunday

Night
Baseball 9:00 q

ennis Mastors Series
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Op_el_Master§ 20(_)0 mini tournament

MUNICH, Ger-
many, Aug 6: Two
voals by in-form
lorward Alexan-
der Zickler gave
Bayern Munich a
deserved 3-1 victory
oOvVer English
champlons

well
Saturday
Premiership
Manchester United in the final

of Opel Masters 2000 minl

tournament, reports AFP.

The win was small compen-
sation for the 1999 Champions
League final when United beat
Bayern 2-1 in injury time. As
soul (1(‘.‘5“’[)}'"1% as that loss was
Bavern president Franz Beck-
enbauver managed to stir a few
ghosts Saturday afternoon with
a joke at the Germans' expense
during a pre-game function.

“Because we are playing

to referee Herbert Fandel to let

Maflichester United | appealed

Lickler fashions Bayern's revenge

tonight's game run until the
90th minute and then to end it
immediately.” Beckenbauer ex-
plained with a broad grin.
Bayern's injury depleted
line-up sparkled Saturday and
showed they will be a force this
season. Bayern's 18-year-old
Paraguayan striker Roque
Santa Cruz opened the goal-
scoring just before half-time
when he got a slight nudge in

the back and referee Fancel
gifted the home side a penalty
which Mehmet Scholl con-

verted with ease.
Santa Cruz ought to have
scored himself in the 13t

minute but was left with egg on -

his face when he danced around
keeper Fablan Barthez, ran into
a vacant net and somehow
dribbled the ball too far aliead
of himself and over the touch
line out of bounds.

"I've got no idea how he

managed to do it,” Beckenbauer
shrugged. "That wasn't a 100
percent chance, it was a 1000
percenter.”

United blew their chance to
equalise after the break when
Oliver Kahn expertly blocked a
cracking David Beckham
penalty kick on 51 minutes.

As the game picked up mo-
mentumn  Zickler added two
headed goals for Bayvern on 60
and 69 minutes. United's Quin-
ton Fortune volleyed home a
consolation goal for the visli-
tors on 85 minutes as heavy
raln set jn.

Saturday's other Masters
2000 game saw European
champions Real Madrid defeat
Turkish UEFA Cup holders
Galatasaray lIstanbul 3-2. The
Iwo day tournament was organ-
ised to celebrate Bayern Mu-
nich’s 100th anniversary.

LONDON. Aug 6:
.'klhlrlh--%hlunﬂ_ﬁ
boss Brvan Rob-
son has reacted
luriously 1O
claims that he
had to make Alen Boksic the
highest-paid plaver in Britain
to lure him to the north-east of
England, reports AFP.

Middlesbrough will apply
for a work permit for the 30-
yvear-old Croatian striker alter
agreeing a 2.5-million-pound
(3.7D2-milhon-dollar] move
from Italian Serie A side Lazio
on a three-year contract.

at the Riverside Stadium

dollars) more than Manchester

But Robson blasted reports
that Boksic will be paid 63,000
pounds (94,500 dollars) a-week

11.000 thousand pounds (16,500

United skipper Roy Keane

"Why is it that every time we
sign a top-class player, people
have to find an edge to {t?" he
sald. "They have to find some
reason for why he would want
to come to Middlesbrough al-
most to justify it.

“The wages quoted are a total
nonsense. | got to hear about
this long before anyone else and
that's why we acted quickly and
decisively. Talk of 63.000-a-
week is utter rubbish.

“It's always the same when-
ever 1 bring a top player with a
reat reputation into this loot-
Eall club. It's either because of

the money or it's because theyre

in somebody's reserves and
they're finished. -

"“That's exactly what

pened with Christian Ziege

hap-

Boro not breaking hank for Boksic

When | brought him in, people
were saying he was a has-been
and had-been In AC Milan's re-
serves for two years rotting, and
look how he turned out,

‘But it doesn’t surprise me
that people are going to try to
snipe at this club again.”

Boksic flew home last night
to await the outcome of his
work permit application, and
although Middlesbrough may
have to go to appeal before being
successful, they are confident
that the permit will be granted.

‘We can't put a time-scale on
it, but I hope it all goes through
okay.” said Robson.

‘I've always admired Alen
Boksic as a player. When he's at
his best, he's one of the best six
strikers in the world, so hope-
fully, he can prove me right on
that.’

_—

LONDON, Aug 6:
Jinxed Liverpool
striker Robbie
Fowler has suf-
lered the shatter-
ing blow of being
tuld be conld be out of action for
six weeks. reports AFP.

Fowler had specialist treat-
ment and a scan on his damaged
right ankle on Friday which
confirmed that the England
international had strained
ligaments.

But the fear that he would
need a third operation on the
same ankle has been dispelled.

However, that is the only
good point to come out of the
verdict, after Fowler was car-
ried off at Glentoran's Oval
ground on Thursday after just

io was speaking aller

32 minutes of the 4-0 victory

over the Irish Cup holders
Fowler had scored a fine
opening goal and hit the bar
before the unlucky clash with
home goalkeeper Alan Gough
The 25-year-old England
hitman was left in a crumpled
heap after the collision, in
which Gough clattered into him
and landed on the Kop idol's

ankle as they contested a
through ball.

Fowler was flown home
from Belfast on Friday and

went straight to see the club's

specialists anrid fears that he #

had damaged once again the
ankle that had already needed
two operations last season.

For Fowler it will be a bitter
start to a campaign in which he
had vowed to reproduce his best
form after starting just eight
matches last season

Fowler’s endless woes

Fowler has been told he will
be out for four to six weeks, and
that could see him miss the
opening five matches of the
Premiership campaign and the
first leg of Liverpool's first
round UEFA Cup campaign on
September 14

Liverpool manager Gerard
Houllier said: "The injury was
to the same ankle that Robbie
had two operations on. He is
very unlucky and I sympathise
with him after what he has been
through these past couple of

SEASONS

‘Robbie suffered so much
last season with a i"-lig list of
injury problems and now some-
thing like this has happened
He has worked so hard in the
summer and at training camp
to get [it, it's a big blow

Barea lift
Amsterdam

Tourney

AMSTERDAM, Aug 6:
Barcelona clinched overall
victory in the four-teamn Ams-
terdam tournament on Satur-
day after scoring twice in the
second half to draw 3-3 against
Lazio, reports Reuters

Hosts Ajax Amsterdam fin-
ished second by beating Arsenal
2-0 in the closing match.

Lazio were third and Arse-
nal, who lost both games, last

Barcelona looked by far the
stronger early in the first hall
with Patrick Kluivert and Dani
both just off target in the first
20 minutes.

But Lazio's Sinisa Miha-
jlovic used his treademark free-
kick to put the Seriedchanipi-
ons ahead in the 22 minute
and Sales converted a Fabnizio
Ravanelli header in the 34 (o
give Lazio a two-goal lead.

Dani pulled one back two
minutes later, sneaking
through a Lazio defence focus-
ing more on stopping the dan-
gerous Kluivert. but man of the
match Salas easily knocked m
a Attilio Lombardo cross 1o put
Lazio 3-1 up going into the
break.

Barcelona. bringing on Mar«
Overmars, Rivaldo and Josep
Guardiola for the second hall
looked the more likely to score,
butithey had to wait until the
65 minute before Gerard
latched on to a Rivaldo pass to
pull one back.

(Rivaldo equalised in the

76  minute with a thundering
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Patrick Kluivert (C) Barcelona’s Duich striker trying to
gallop his way over the outstretched leg of Lazio defender

Francesco Colonnese (R)

during

their Amsterdam

Tournament fixture at the Aren A Stadium on August 5.

left-foot shot which sent newly
signed Lazio keeper Angelo Pe-
ruzzi sprawling.

Ajax. buoyed by a 50.000
home crowd, went ahead
agganst the run of play in the
38  minute

After Arsenal trio Thierry
Henry, Dennis Bergkamp and
Patrick Viera had all missed

— AFP photo

narrowly, Schota Arveladze
nipped through the English
side's defence to send a powerful
shot past goalkeeper Alex Man-
ninger.

Substitute Brutil hose added
the second a minute from thne
after some near passing by
Richard Knopper and Jessper
Gronkjaer
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