i

LI i‘-’t*-%iﬂ = ""-""ﬂ" TR L ARSI R M DL Ny S

COMPUTERS

oosaports
HiZZ KID

Competition-134

Tick the Correct Answers

Post to The Duily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
| Aug 11, 2000 and draw
shortly afterwards

Tl Who is the world's most
expensive football player?

| .| Crespo Zidane Figo
2 | Who won the ICC Under-17
Asia Cup?
Pakistan Sd Lanka India
8

3 | Bagladesh'sopening match
in the second ICC Knock-

out tournament is against:

South Africa West Indies | England
4| Who won the NatWest tri-

series?

West Indies | Ztmbabwe England
5 | Name the winner of the British

Open g{}”r

Faldo Woods Els
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Curtly Ambrose
(West Indies fast bowler|
“I've said over the last couple
of years that it is time for the
youngsters to come through and
take over the manile but theyre
nol ready yel.”

Expatriates
Open Chess

Sports Reporter

Five players crowded the top
slot with four and a hall point
on completion of the fifth
round of the Expatriates Open
Chess tournament yesterday.

International Master (IM)
Ziaur Rahman, who is also the
highest rated player of the meet,

was sharing the lead with IM
Abdullah-Al-Rakib, Fide
Master Rezaul Hug, Aminul
Islam and Shwkat Hossain
Pallab

The quintet were closely
followed by Lovely, Imon,

Shafik, Firoz, Labu, Mostafizur
Rahman, Afzal Mithu, Malek
and Kutubuddin — all having
collected four points from live
games

Ljaz called up to
training camp

KARACHI, Aug 5: Experi-
enced batsman ljaz Ahmed,
dumped earlier by selectors, has
been summoned by the Pak-
istan Cricket Board (PCB) to
join the national training camp
ahead of the Singapore tri-se-
ries. ofliclials said Saturdavy. re-

poris AFP.
Haz's return o the tean
would. however. depend on his

showing in the camp chief se-
lector Wasiim Bari sai«l

‘I am happyv to be back as |
was told to join the national
training camp in Karachi by
PCB chairman General Tauqir
Zia,” ljaz told this news agency.,

"Hopefully 1 will be back in
the team.” he sald, denying he
had had any differences with
coach Javed Miandad.

ljaz was dropped from Pak-
Istan's tours of the West Indies
and Sri Lanka earlier this vear
and was also not among the 42
probables currently training at
the national camp in Karachi,

1 was disappointed to be left
out because everybody dreams
of playing in the Caribbean.
The last time I went there | was
aln amateur.” [jaz said,

‘I am fighting for my place
and hopefully I will get my
place,” he said.

The Pakistan sguad for the
tri-series in Singapore, also {11-
volving South Africa and New
Zealand., is to be announced on
Thursday.
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An Ajax forward (M) trying to make his way through a couple of Farashganj defenders
during their Green Delta Premier Division Hockey League at the Maulana Bhasani

—Star photo
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The excitement
that generated for
the last four davs
cdluring the inter-
club booters tra-
nsfer came to an
cnd yesterday. But not before a
usual amount of hype and
sensation that saw more than
three huntred players changing
their allegiance in a hectic
bourse.

Although the three heavy-
weights holders Mo-
hammedan Sporting Club,
Muktijoddha Sangsad Krira
Chakra and Abahani Krira
Chakra -- dominated the trans-
fer market for an umpteenth
time, this year's trading also
turned out to be a refreshing ex-
perience for the football organ-
isers.

Cast in the doldrums for the
last few seasons, most of the
clubs were unwilling to invest
in this sport. However with the
yeturn .of Ba andhu Na-
*Iiﬂnal.'*Stadfu:S.g otball suds
denly rediscovered its sense of
purpose.

Even before the official
transfer kicked off on August 2
there was a drama. Muktijod-
dha carried out a successful
‘hijack’ attempt at the Zia In-
ternational Airport on the ar-
rival of the national team from
England on August 1.

The most talked-about
switch was completed by na-
tional custodian Aminul Islam
who joined Muktijddha from
Abahani

The manner in which
Aminul changed hands revived

Muktis make most of it

Four-day bourse comes to an end

Sports Reporter

memories ol the 80s and early
90s when football was the pre-
occupation of the tans and offi-
cials alike.

But in recent past the success

story of cricket has pushed
football down into the second
grade,

The scenario however

changed with the Premier
League Club deciding to spend
handsome amounts to build
strong teams lor the upcoming
season, beginning with the Fed-
eration Club on August 12

Among the top three, Mo-
hammedan managed to hold on
to their desired side thal won
the coveted Premier league title
last year

Unlike Abahani and Mukti-
joddha, who fought tooth and
nail for the possession ol some
key players, the black and
whites enjoyed smooth outing
mainly because of their major
stars staying back in England
far au

' Besides! the Motijhee

club have lured former national
captain and reliable defeunder
Jewel Rana and strikeér hintiaz
Ahmed Naquib from Muktijod-
(dha o win Jewel  Mo-
hammedan had to sacrifice
Anwar and Don, both of whom
are bracketed in the national
pool.

On the other hand their
arch-rivals Abahani, starved of
success for the last four years,
suffered a stunning blow when
Aminul deserted them

The last line in their de-
fence, the country’'s number one
keeper performed superbly time

canipgloud. o I'f)ateﬂ .

and again last season.

To fill the void created, Aba-
hani turned to SAF Games hero
Biplob.

The
outfit
midfielder
also roped in
siriker Don,
harrl-wurklnyi

Dhanmondi
retained the service of
Igbal. They have
Mohammedan
Farashganj s
forward Kan-
chan, defender Nazrul and
Arambagh’'s voung lelt-wing
back Firoz Mahmud Titu.

But the balance in the front-
line and defence was upset with
the loss of Maksudul Amin
Rana and Prodeep. Sidelined
throughout the last season due
to injury, both plavers have
joined Muktijoddha.

Muktijoddha, who broke the
monopoly of Mohammedan
and Abahani in 1996, have
come out with some best pur-
chases this year. They have
formed a balanced side with Ra-
jani, Hasan-Al-Mamun and
Masud Rana in defence, Saurayv
Raju in the front and hard-
working Aril Khan Joy in the
midfield.

Apart from the trio, Rah-
matganj Muslim Frineds Soci-
ety produced the best possible
side among the pushovers.

Badda Jagorani, who created
sensation last year, nearly re-
tained the same side. The lone
casnalty Badda suffered in the
transfer was Parvez Babu, who
switched to Brothers Union.

But Brothers, considered as a
traclitional third force before
the emergence of Muktijoddha,
remained guite inactive in this
year s trading.

popular

LONDON, Aug 5
(Internet report):
Shane Warne is
bitterly disap-
pointed at losing
the Australian vi-
ce-captaincy. saying he could
not believe his off-fileld acti-
vities had cost him the job.

Warne said he was most up-
set that the decision to replace
him with Adam Gilchrist had
been taken by the Australian
Cricket Board against the ad-
vice of the selectors. He believed
his leadership role was not in
question.

The champion leg-spinner
shed his feelings in a candid
column in The Times, a day af-
ter being sacked in the wake of a
phone-sex scandal in England
during his time with county
Hampshire.

Af}trr meeting Warne in
June, ACB chief executive Mal
Speed said the board expected
irreproachable behaviour from
its players, especially its lead-
ers, on and off the field. But
Warne is having trouble linking
the two areas. Referring to Fri-
day's 2am phone call, in which
Speed broke the news, of his
dumping, Warne said: "At that
point I t mu%ht I must still be in
a dream. | always said that the
matter had absolutely nothing
to do with cricket,

‘I am only human and I
would be lying if | said | was not
hiurt by the decision. Sometimes
people forget that international
sportsmen have feelings just
like the bloke in the crowd.”

"Of course It was a huge dis-
appointment. But | am deter-
mined to take it on the chin and
keep giving everything I can to
my country.

‘I have given my best every
time, whoever | have played for,
and nothing will change on that
front. I thought that's what
counted - my passion for my
country and my leadership
skills on the field."

Warne said he found it hard
to accept his dumping by the
ACB executives, since ﬁls'lead-
ership skills were respected by
selectors and his Australian
teammates, "The selectors
wanted me to continue as vice-
captain, but they were over-
rulcd by the ACB. That is the
most npsetting part of the whole
| business,” he sald.

Hurt Warne to battle on

"A successful captain needs
to be a great communicator and
has to ensure that the other
guvs are bebhind him through

SHANE WARNE
thick and thin.

“He needs the respect of the
team and, from the messapes of
support | received from a nun-
ber of Australia players over
the days and weeks leading up
to the decislon, I am confident

that the guys enjoyed and re-
sponded to my role as vice-cap-
tain. .

"If 1 had lost the job for rea-
sons to do with cricket, then it
would have been easier to take.”

Warne said he would be con-
gratulating Gilchirist, but con-
ceded it was difficult to see a
silver lining, "Today, it.ds Lard
to lind a positive side. but | will
keep looking and, as.is the way
in life, something will turn up.

1 will get on with playing
cricket the best | can and it is
good to know that the chairman
of the ACB (Denis Rogers) has
said that the door is not closed."

Former Test keeper lan
Healy however believes either
Shane Warne or Ricky Ponting
could be the next Australian
captain.

Healy believes Australia has
taken the safe option in ap-
pointing Adam Gilchrist.

But he warned that the role
was not necessarily an auto-
matic trial period for captains-
in-waiting, believing both
Warne and Ponting could still
be in the frame to replace Steve
Waugh, if he were hurt in the
short-term.

Abid of Mariner Young's playing against Barna TT Club’s
Krishna during their AB Bank First Division Table Tennis

Super League engagement yesterday.

—Star photo
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Green Delta Hockey

Farashganj

rumn on

Sports Reporter

Farashganj Sporting Club
recorded their second win In the
Green Delta Insurance Premier
Division Hockey League when
they defeated Ajax SC 3-2 at the
Maulana Bhasani Stadium
yesterday.

Farashgan|, who stirred up a
sensation by defeating title-
contenders Mariner Youngs in
their second match by the odd
%ﬂiﬂ in three, led the first half

Shariful gave the old town
outfit a 14th minute lead before
their Indian recruit Jagmohan
Singh doubling the margin
cight minutes later.

Reza made it 1-2 for Ajax
five minutes from half time.
But Farashganj took an unas -
saflable 3-1 lead midway
through the second session with
captain Mukti scoring a nice
fleld goal.

Ajax however pgave
Farashganj a late scare when
their Pakistani recruit Akmol
Naveed rocked the board with a
powerful reverse shot ten min -
utes from the long whistle.

It was Ajax’'s third succes-
sive defeat,

Meanwhile, Bangladesl
Rallway thumped down a 6-0
defeat on Bachelors SC in the
lone First Division match ear-
lier on the day.

Monirul, Zahidual and
Gregory scored two goals apicce
tor the winners, who led the
lirst half 2-0.

Vajpayee,
Dalmiya

Imourn

UNDATED, Aug 5 (Internet
report): Indian Prime Minister
Atal Beharl Vajpayee has led
the tributes to Lala Amarnath,
the national team's first Test
captain following indepen-
dence, who has died today at the
age of 88.

The Prime Minister, describ-
ing Amarnath as "an icon”, said
he would remain an inspiration
for generations of cricketers.

"An all-rounder, he became
an icon for a large number of
[ will remember him
because he belonged to my gen-
eration.,” Vajpavee sald in a
message to the family.

Former International
Cricket Council president Jag-
mohan Dalmiya, expressing his
deep shock at the news, hailed
him as an "institution”, adding
"he had the Kkiller instinct
which every cricketer and cap-
tain needs.”

Spin wizard Bishan Singh

Bedi added: "Indian cricket lit-

erally took off from his shoul-
ders.

‘He was a volatile and force-
ful character who always be-
lieved in himself, if anything.
bordering on over-confidence.”

AB Bank TT
]
Biman keep
L] L
Sports Reporter
Bangladesh Biman stormed
into their second successive win
in the AB Bank Metropolis
Senjor Division Table Tennis
Super League when they
blanked Engineers Club three
sets to nil at the NSC Wooden -
floor Gymnasium yesterday.
Although the holders got off
to a shaky start with Mostafa
conceding the first pgame
against Munna 19-21, but that
was the only success the
Engineers paddlers could have

achieved in a rather one-sided
affair.

Mostala eventually went on
to beat Munna, winning the
next two games 21-13, 21-17,
Veteran national player Rochi
won the second gaimme against
Badal 22-20, 21-15 while na -
tional number one Mahabub
settled the issue, clinching the
linal encounter against Baban
by 21-17, 21-14,

The victory extended the na-
tional airline outfit's all-win
record to nine. The lone un-
beaten team in the fray are now
only two wins away to establish
their undisputed supremacy in
the meet.

In the other match of the
day, Warl Club recorded their
seventh win from ten matches
when they defeated Inter Sports
in straight sets. The victory of
the Motijheel outfit in their
penultimate League match al-
most ensured them a distant
third place behind Armanitola
JS, who conceded their only de -
feat against Blman in the first
round,

In the First Division League
Dilkusha and Ultara ub
posted identical 3-0 wins
against ORCA and Angels’ Club
respectively.

ut it was Barna TT who
pulled off an upset 3-2 win over
title contenders Mariner
Youngs.

The League will remain sus -
pended till July 9 to accommo -
date the Women's Table Tennis
League, which begins at the
same venue today. The men's
League will resume on July 10.
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NEW DELII, Aug
5: Lala Amamath.
the first cricket
captain of inde-
pendent India and
one of the game's
more flamboyant characters,
died here on Saturday after a
long fliness.

marnath, 88, was confined
to bed for the past month after
surgery to repair a hip fracture,
family members sald, reports
AFP.

He is survived by three sons,
two of whom, Surinder and
Mohinder, played Test cricket
for India.

The funeral will be held on
Sunday.

A dashing all-rounder who
bowled with a unique wrong-
foot action. Amarnath played
24 Tests on elther side of India’s
mdependence from British rule
in 1947,

He scored 878 runs and
claimed 45 wickets, starting his
career In 1933 with a superb 118
against England, the first three-
figure knock by an Indian in
Test cricket.

Amarnath's tactical genius
— his ability to read wickets
was legendary — was matched
by his ferocious temper and
outspoken nature.

Amarnath walked out of an
England tour in 1936 alter
clashing with his captain. the

Mohinder sitting beside his father Lala ‘Amarnath's body

in New Delhi yesterday.

—AFP photo

Statistical Record: Tests (career)
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Mahara] Kumar of Viziay,.

am, a mediocre player wlgge
only claim to the captaincy wag
his royal ancestry,

He returned as captag
the Australian tour l:" ?310;
where he notched up a doypje
century against Victorla,

Amarnath led India to a 2-1
win in their first clash a
Pakistan in 1952, before reqyy.
ing at the end of that 3
He later became a populay
radio and television come,.
tator while grooming his tljree
sons for International ericke

Surinder, a stylish left-han.
der, emulated his father j
scoring a century on deby;
against New Zealand at Auyck.
land in 1976.

Mohinder served India wi
distinction for several vears
and was voted the man-of-tle.
tournament when Kapil Dey's
teamn won the World Cup jy
1983.

The youngest son, Rajinder
was a [irst-class cricketer.

Lala Amarnath (1911-00)

"My father was my friend. 4

philosopher and
hinder sald. "I don't think any.
one of us would have succeeded
in cricket if he had not beepn
around to guide us.”

PROFILE

Name: Lala Amarnatl
Nanik Bhardwal]

Born: 11 September, 19]}.
Lahore

Died: 5 August 2000, New
Delhi

Major teams: ludia. Rail-
wavs., ttar Pradesh. Mahara-
jalh ol Patiala’s Xl. Gujarat,
Sonthern Punjab. Narthern [n-
dia. :

Known as: Lala Amarnath

Batting style. Right-hand bat

Bowling style: Riglit-aru
medium :

Test debut: ndia v England
at Bombay, 1st Test, 1933/34

Last Test: India v Pakistan
at Calcutta, 5th Test, 1952/53

Lanka recall De Silva

Final Test start

COLOMBO. Aug 5:
Sri" Lanka have
recalled experi-
enced batsman
- Aravinda de Silva
to their squad for
third and final
against South

decisive
Test

the
crickel
Alrica starting at the Sinhalese

Sports Club
reports AFP.

De Silva was left out of the
first two Tests due to poor forn.
He averaged just over 13 in the
series against Pakistan earlier
this year and has struggled
throughout the season.

De Silva or Tillekeratne Dil-
shan is likely to replace all-
rounder Kumar Dharmasena in
the final Sri Lankan line-up.

With Nuwan Zoysa ruled out
with a hamstring injury. the
second seamer’'s berth will be
decided between Dilhara Fer-
nando and left-armer Ruchira
Perera. who have appeared in
one Test each.

ori Lanka missed a golden
opportunity of clinching the
rubber at Kandy, and now fin«l
themselves [ighting to save the
series,

Having won the first Test
convincingly by an innings and
15 runs at Galle, Sri Lanka gave
South Africa a new lease of life
when they lost the second Test.
plaved at Kandy, by seven runs

"Despite the loss, which was
disappointing, our morale is
very high. We are going to give it
our best shot." said Sri Lanka
captain Sanath Javasuriva.

The SSC pitch usually helps
seam bowlers, and it was at this
venue that South Alrica
recarded an innings win seven
vears ago to clinch the series |-
()12 drawn)

here Sunday.

Staff at the ground said al-
though the pitch has been shorn
of grass. the wicket was firm
and would last fiVe days, The
pitches at Gallé and Kandy were

* tatlor‘njadé for spinpers,” '

South Africa captain Shaun
Pollock said the Proteas were
now determined to steal the se-
ries.

Sony Max will provide live
coverage of the Test with
telecast starting at 9:50 am
BST.

ARAVINDA de SILVA

South African chairman ol
selectors Rushdi Magiet said thie
team may probably undergo one
change depending on the state
of the pitch.

Lelt-arm spinner Paul
Adams who struggled in the Sri

_ Lanka second innings at Kandy

uay make way for an addi-
tional fast bowler David Ter-
brugge

Terbrugge bowled South
Africa to victory over Pakistan
in the Singer Triangular series
tatceh at this venue last month
with a spell of four wickets {or

s today

20 runs.
Thie Test marks the final ap-
pearance of former Sri Lauka

Jcaptain Arjuna  Ranatunga
¢ from international cpicket, and

his career ends on his home
ground at the SSC.

Ranatunga announced at the
start of the first Test that he
would- be retiring after the se-
ries.

The left-hander nearly car-
ried Sri Lanka to victory at
Kandy when he made a dashing
88 off 103 balls. becoming only
the second Sri Lankan batsman
alter De Silva to pass 5.000 Test
runs for his country.

Ranatunga will be appearing
in his 93rd Test match for Sri
Lanka stmice making his delo
as a s hu ”ru}' at thn Age wl 1>
against England in Colombo. I8
vears ago.

TEAMS

SRI LANKA (from): Sanath
Jayasuriya (captain). Marvan
Atapattu, Russel Arnold, Ar-
avinda de Silva, Mahela
Jayawardene, Arjuna
Ranatunga. Kumar San-
gakkara, Upul Chandana.
(C"haminda Vaas. Muttiah Mu-
ralitharan, Kumar Dhar-
masena, Tillekeratne Dilshan,
Dilhara Fernando. Ruchira
Perera, Dinuk Hettiaratchi.

SOUTH AFRICA (from;:
Shaun Pollock (captain). Gary
Kirsten, Neil McKenzie. Jacques
Kallis, Darryl Cullinan, Jonty
Rhodes, Lance Klusener, Mark
Boucher, Nicky Boje, Monantau
Havward. Paul Adams. David
Terbrugge, Boeta Dippenaar.

Umpires: Bulathsinghalage
Cooray (Sri Lanka) and Ed
Nicholls (West Indies)

.
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