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A Wise Move

E opposition, especlally its leader the BNP, we
say thanks for withdrawing your proposed har-
tal on the 6th of August. Hartal, as we have always
said, is a bad thing for the country, for the econ-
omy and, most of all, for the people. So withdrawal
of such an anti-people programme must be greeted
with joy, and as a victory of commonsense.

Our political parties never withdrew a hartal
once they called it, even when they knew that the
call was a mistake in the first place. The reason
given privately always was that such a move would
make them lose face and appear weak in the public
eyve. We are delighted to note that this time around
the opposition was able to overcome such silly ar-
guments and boldly face the fact that hartal Is a
bad and unpopular action and withdrawing under
the pretext of dengue was humanitarian as it was

wise.

To the ruling party, we say, don't interpret this
to be a sign of weakness of the opposition (for
calling a hartal you really don't need too much
strength) but as a sign of their growing sobriety
and wisdom. Your effort should be to build on that
trend. Instead of mocking them for not having the
public support for carrying through with hartal you
should congratulate them for taking a pro-people
move and look [or ways as to how the opposition
can be weaned away from confrontation. But for
that to happen, the ruling party itself must decide
to move away from confrontation. We see no sign of

that.

To both parties we say, people have their backs
to the wall. They are tired of your brand of con-
frontational politics, a politics that ignores their
problems - both the day-to-day and the long term
ones — and talks only about capturing power or
dislodging the other from it. Heed people’s views
before they punish you both for the damage you
are doing to us all.

We Back the Govt on This

CIENTISTS of the Bangladesh Agricultural Re-
search Council (BARC) are agitating against an
agriculture ministry decision to appoint a finance
man as the member-director, finance of the institu-
tion. Traditionally, this has not been the case, and
that is the ground for the agitation. The protesters’
question is why should an outsider be brought into
BARC and why also a man from another cadre
service should occupy a job that belongs to BARC
people or at best be given to a person from the
agri-cadre service only.

All these arguments are tenuous at best, or
highly motivated and geared to protecting some
vested interest at worst. We think the government
is correct to have taken this step and back it to-
tally. These are our arguments. First, we must be-
come more and more aware that financial disci-
pline is the key to effective management and the
continued success for any institution, including
those who conduct research. In fact it is perhaps
more«necessary:for.a research:body because- the
attitude in such places can easily be that since we
are researchers we don’t need to be bothered about

financial discipline. Second, it is far better to have
a professional finance person to run the finance
department than somebody from the agri-cadre.
Traditionally, we Bangalis have always underesti-
mated importance of financial management, con-
fusing it with accounting and even that in the nar-
rowest sense of keeping a book of expenses and re-
ceipts. Things have changed enormously but our
ideas and attitudes have not. In addition, the min-
istry has taken the present decision in line with the
directives of the relevant parliamentary standing
committee, BARC's own board and the recommen-
dation of the present chief of the organisation. In
fact, the ministry would have been guilty of violat-
ing BARC's own recommendation and the advice of
the parliamentary standing committee if it had
done otherwise.

We find no substance — either legal or adminis-
trative or moral — in the protest by the BARC staff
and employees. We have reasons to believe that
this protest is being fanned by people who may
have a vested interest in preventing a finance pro-
fessional taking charge of the BARC. Financial ir-
regularities have been discovered in the working of
the institution, which needs to be set right for the
betterment of all, especially all the staff and em-
ployees of this premier argi-research body.

Employment in Rural Areas

LTHOUGH an issue of crucial significance,
eneration of more employment in the rural
areas has so far been purfunctorily addressed.
Wednesday's brainstorming session in the city on
Reproductive Health Right of Adolescent Girls: A
Basic Human Right brought to the fore vulnerability
of rural girls who travel to Dhaka in search of em-
ployment. The number is staggering: about 1000
adolescents, aged between 10 to 19, migrate to
Dhaka city everyday. Such a steady influx natu-
rally puts strain on a city which is already bursting
in the seams. Besides, the urban life turns out to
be an endless nightmare for many of these hapless
girls. The work they usually get are hazardous with
poor pay. Moreover. they have neither healthcare
coverage nor social security. Then, there is the
almost inevitable experience of sexual
harrassment. Yet. unendurable poverty in the rural
areas leave them with no choice but to migrate.
These are all common knowledge. We %navo had
seminars and symposia on the issue, both in the
public and the private sectors. On several occa-
sions, the government aired its plan to generate
Jobs in the countryside. That's where the issue has
been laid to rest. The non-government organisa-
tions (NGOs). of course, stand out for their tireless
effort in this regard; but they cannot tackle the
problem all by themselves. Needed is a compre-
hensive plan with inputs from our development
partners, the private sector, the NGOs, the gov-
ernment and other stakeholders, The government
should play the facilitator, providing policy support
to attract and sustain more Investment in job gen-
e¢ration in the rural areas.
| Migration to the urban areas is the last resort for
the rural people, especially women and young girls.
‘Unless their backs are pressed against the wall,

| the people at the helm would appreciate the fact

:!i'ilh empathy and devise means to create jobs for
| them.

they don't want to leave their homesteads. We hope

J
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Vajpayee deserves congrat-
ulations on two counts:
one, for the firmness with
which he handled the ousting of
Ram Jethmalani from the cabi-
net, and two, for the way in
which he resisted the pressure
to abort action by the Maha-
rashtra government u;]{:mlst
Shiv Sena chief Bal Thackerey.
Take the first, A few months
ago allegations were made on
the floor of the House in Par-
llament that Jethmalani, then
Urban Development Minister,
had restored the allotment of
land for a hotel and a guest
house to M/s M.S. Shoes, even
when they had faulted on pay-
ment of installments. The com-
pany had also lost the case in
the High Court. The Prime
Minister promised to hold an
inquiry to verify the charge
against Jethmalani.

During the budget session of
the Rajya Sabha in 1999, |
submitted a question to find out
whether the inquiry on the land
deal had been cmurlclecl and
what the contents of the report
were, if it was ready. | got a writ-
ten reply from the Rajya Sabha
secretariat that the informa-
tion could not be divulged “in
public interest.” This shocked
me to no end. My question did
not relate to any defense matter,
Then why was the secrecy? |
wrote a letter to the Prime Min-
ister saying: “This confirms my
fears that certain information
is sought to be kept back.” I also
said: “If it (the report) is with-
held, as is the government’s de-
cision, it will create doubts
which are not good for the gov-
ernment’'s image.” The Prime
Minister phoned me up to say

PRIME Minister Atal Beharl

f I YHREE Hundred days into
Oct 12, 1999. What is the
situation existing in Pak-

istan? Has the military regime
made a difference and if so, tor
better or worse in the light of
Chief Executive Pervaiz
Mosharraf's seven point agenda
viz (1) accountability (2) eco-
nomic stability (3) de-politicis-
ing state institutions (4) pro-
moting inter-provincial har-
mony (5) law and order (6) devo-
lution of power and (7) national
morale?

Recurring hiccups in the Na-
tional Accountability Bureau
(NAB) Ordinance notwithstand-
ing, accountability is on in
earnest, people have been con-
victed for illegal activity, some
have even returned part of the
money looted by them. Bank de-
faulters have also started to re-
imburse their outstandin
amounts. NAB has set a goo
precedent by being generally
impartial except that ex-PM
Mian Nawaz Sharif is being
hounded, with same yengeaice
Saifur Rehman pursued Benazir
Bhutto within a one-target

agenda. Political vendetta is

possibly a hereditary thing
to South Asia
Moghul Aurangzeb went so far
as to blind his own father Em-
peror Shahjahan while incar-
cerating him for the rest of his
life.

In the presence of many vi-
able cases the helicopter case
was a non-starter in public per-
ception. but then the objective
was not to imprison him but to
disqualify the ex-PM from po-
litical activity. Barring upset
on appeal that particular "tech-
nical®™ aim has been achieved.
One takes exception to the legit-
inmiising of dishonesty included
in the amendments to NABO, if
a person returns the illegal
money acquired by him he is set
ee. This is patently immoral as
it strikes at the very founda-
tions of civilisation. tomorrow
dacoits can well file a constitu-
tional petition quoting this
NAB precedence making it obli-
Famr}* for the government to
ree them if they return goods
(or part thereof) stolen by them.

Moreover giving monetary
incentives to paid NAB enploy-

Justice Delayed, Not Denied

—

But it does operate.
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The ousting of Jethmalani from the cabinet and Thacker

The machinery for cleanliness and J
And no man, however high, can esc

hope, nor slacken their pressure.

that he had entrusted the mat-
ter to Attorney General Soll
Sorabjee and that | should
check with him. 1 met him. He
sald he would require “"some
time" to study the problem be-
fore arriving at any conclusion,

He took a few months to do
so. But he was reluctant to tell
me anything, Whenever 1 con-
tacted him, Fw would be evasive
in his reply. However, in the
first week of July, he told me
that he had sent back the file
and that I should check with the
Prime Minister. On July 13, |
wrote another letter to the
Prime Minister:

"Please let me know where
does the matter stand. | awail
vour reply.” Ten days later
Jethmalani submitted his res-
ignation, I am told the Prime
Minister discussed my letter
with a few ministers. Bual |
never heard from him

The Attorney General, ac-
cording to intormation, had
sald in his report that the
charge regarding M.S. Shoes
was a serious one and required
deeper probe by the CBI. He
wanted Jethmalani to be Kept
away from the process of in-
quiry. How could a minister
under suspicion stay in the cab-
inet must have been the Prime
Minister's dilemma. He had no
alternative except to tell him to
quit,

Home Minister L.K. Advani
intervened at this stage. He

pleaded with the Prime Minis-
ter not to drop Jethmalani. Ad-
vanl reportedly even suggested a
change in Jethmalani's portfo-
lio but he did not want him to be
dropped from the cabinet. The
Prime Minister remained firm.
He was consclous of the displea-
sure he would incur of the Shiv
Sena, which has 15 members in
the Lok Sabha and which Is a
member of the ruling National
Democratic Alllance (NDA).
Jethmalani, who won the Rajva
Sabhia seat with the Shiv Sena

m

sent 1o the President with a
forwarding letter by the Prime
Minister,

The PMO has unnecessarily
iried to dilute Vajpayee's stance
not to compromise with the
charge of corruption. It has
been saying that Jethmalani
has gone because of his tiff with
the Chiel Justice of India over
the appointment of MRTPC
chatrman. This was only a mli-
nor irritant. The real reason
was what he did as Urban De-
velopment Minister In the M.S.

M
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support Is very close to Bal
Ihackerey. Still the Prime
Minister did not relent, But af-
ter Jethmalani's resignation,
he had to mollify the Sena and
ave him a clean chit. The PM
did not disclose Attorney Gen-
eral’s noting. In fact, at one
stage, the Prime Minister
thought of addressing a letter to
the President to suggest that
Jethmalani be dropped from
the cabinet. The latter was tak-
Ing his own time to respond to
the Prime Minister's advice to
tender his resignation. Willy-
nilly. Jethmalani faxed his res-
ignation. This was immediately

Shoes case. In fact, the PMO
should have told how Vajpavee,
despite pressures, did not allow
Jethmalani to continue in the
cabinet once the Attorney Gen-
eral put a question mark over
his Integrity.

Jethmalani can raise as
much dust as he likes to cloud
the issue. He can go on heaping
abuses on the Attorney General
and singing songs in lis own
praise. The lact is that Lie would
have faced an inquiry by the
CBI even if. by some arrange-
ment, he had stayed on in the
cabinet. He preferred to make
Indiscreet remarks against the

D Plus 300
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ey’s surrender to the police have a lesson.
ustice operate slowly.
ape ils reach. People should never give up

Chief Justice so as to divert the
people’s attention from the
charge of corruption. | person-
ally think that parliament
should summon the Attorney
General — (it can do so under the
constitution — and ask him to
tell the full story so that a clear
picture emerges. Jethmalanli Is
ﬁarading himself as a martyr.

e should be exposed. Simnl-
larly, Vajpayee took up Bal
Thackerey's case with the same
conviction and determination
he showed while dealing with
Jethmalani. Even when the
latter, the Law Minister at that
tine, sald that the centre could
direct Maharashtra not 1o ar-
rest Thackerey, the Prime Min-
Ister rejected the advice. He did
not want to give Thackerey any
quarter,

The Shiv Sena ministers.
Manohar Joshi and Suresh
Prabhu, too, put pressure on the
Prime Minister to stall the ar-
rest of Thackerey. Vajpayee re-
portedly told tKem that the
centre could neither play an
“active role,” nor provide any
ald to Thackerey If the Mumbali
police arrested him. New Delhi,
despite Advani's discomfiture,
ireated Thackerey's surrender
lo police as a non-issue. Indeed,
the case turned out to be a damp
squib. The state government
had not prepared the case prop-
erly, although It made nolses
about the repercussions Thack-
erey's arrest would have. Vaj-

Financial apocalypse loomed ominously on Oct 12. Strangely
and Mr Hyde approach to the economy. ..
ernment gets an "A" for determination a

surveys, the two should have been separated.

the previous regime had a Dr Jekyll
The documentation of the economy is a must and the gov-
nd effort. It fails miserably in the modus operandi of tax

ees Is an open invitation for
corruption, rewards are onl
for those not paid out ol gov-
ernment estimates. Banring the
fact that some NAB emplovees

and the local reps of contracted
companies are not exactly
"Kosher” the accountability
process is a tremendous plus
point for this Fm-{-rnmenl.

Financia apocalypse
loomed ominously on Oct 2.
Strangely the previous regime
had a Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
approach to the economy. The
two Finance Ministers succes-
sively and the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) led by former
Governor (and NSC member)
Mohammad Yaqub Khan did
their best In awful circum-'
stances but the May 28, 1999
freezing of foreign exchange ac-
counts undercut all the good
work done in re-surrecting the
nationalised commercial
banks (NCBs) and Development
Finance Institutions (DFI)s.
The inflow of dollars came al-
most to a dead stop, for some
strange unearthly reason pri-
vate moneychangers continue
to function freely in a country
where tourism is almost non-
existent. Iiflow even including
unofficial means is slow, out-
flows exceed inflows though the
haemorrhaging seems to have
stopped.

The documentation of the
economy is a must and the gov-
ernment gets an "A” for deter-
mination and effort. It fails
miserably in the modus
operandi of tax surveys, the two
should have been separated.
Some financial sector ap-
pointments, including man of
the moment Governor SBP,
streetsmart Ishrat Hussain are
positively brilliant. ones like
MD PIA Sher Afghan Malik
leaves one cold. The stink of
cronyism smells to high heaven
undercutting the credibility of
merit that is certainlv the in-
fent of this regime. The budget
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IS unrealistic il the CBR does
not get a move on. With a
scalpel to the CBR, the extra Rs
80 billion targetted will be a
plece of cake. Along with hon-
estly vou need deliverability
When that one-window opera-
tion becomes one in actual fact
and cuts out the thousand and
one rules that Sheherezade of
the Arabian Niglus would have
ghvengher Eve-festh for: we will
hgve “Unesunging wosflv from
our ‘own expatriatés. Reviving
the manufacturing sector cer-
tainly do not burden the Ser-
vices Sector that is the only
area of business presently ca-
pable ol providing more and

more jobs. It costs $§ 50000 to
create a new job in this manu-
facturing sector, only $ 500 (in
Pakistan Rupees) to create one
by the private security services.
About 500000 residential and
commercial units presently
need guards, potentially a mil-
lion more blue coliar jobs and
for every ten blue collar jobs at
least one white collar one, but
guess who gets taxed alimost out
of existence?

And what about our agricul-
ture sector which is the back-
bone of our economy and needs
much more sustenance from the
financial institutions than
presently available? We have
had a good wheat crop, let's
keep praving the weather holds
for the cotton crop to come in.
Our Finance Minister (FM) is
hostage to the bureaucrats who
are past masters at fudging fig-
ures, the last decade in particu-
lar. The military regimne needs
to mount a twin mission inter-

active assault to free the FM s
mind to do the job that was ex-
pected of him and set the econ-
omy free from its long-time
Kidnappers.

Merited appointment and
promotions will go a long way
to de-politicise the state institu-
tions. Unfortunately merit is a
disqualifier in Pakistan. Not to

. say that people with merit have

¥

not made it to the top but few
And far between and mostly by
chance. Unless we stop promot-
ing undeserving (and undesir-
able) people for all the wrong
reasons, we will never be able to
escape the client-patron nature
of appointments and promo-
fion, a crony system that tar-
gets merit instead of eulogising
it. Unfair promotion is not only
at the cost of someone more de-
serving but elliciency and hon-
esty (that are the hallmark of
merit) are frustrated. The not-
so-gullible public will never ac-
cept such persons who stand ont
as symbols that merit does not
pay but negative gualities and
attributes do.

The military regime is giv-
ing top priority to solving the
water problem, without more
reservoirs we are dead (and it
will not be in the water). But
how do we convince the smaller
Provinces that Kalabagh Dam
is not a Punjabi conspiracy to
deprive tailenders Sindh of wa-
ter and NWFP of land? We bacdly
need Kalabagh but can we at-
tempt it without irveparably
damaging the unity of the
country’? Are these alternatives
and if not, can we have an open
TV debate among knowledge-
able experts from all Provinces

Letters for publication in these columns should be ad-
dressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed with dou-
ble space. For reasons of space, short letters are preferred,
and all are subject to editing and cuts. Pseudonyms are ac-
cepted. However, all communications must bear the
writer’s real name, signature and address.

Eviction of sex
workers

Sir, Last year the residents
of Tanbazar and Nimtoli
brothels in Narayvanganj were
evicted suddenly and brutally
without considering its nega-
tive impact on social life. A ma-
jority of the inmates fled while
a lew were taken to the state-
run vagrant homes. Despite
knowing that rehabilitation
centers cannot afford to ac-
commodate all the evictees the
eviction drive had been con-
ducted.

It is learnt that most of the
sex workers at the shelter
homes are subjected to various
kinds of sexual and physical
harassment by the authorities
and the staff. The Red Light Ar-
eas that guarantee earnings, are
far better than the so-called Re-
habilitation Centers,

Many of the driven sex

workers have moved to other

brothels across the country in
order to survive. Instead of re-
habilitation, migration to an-

other Red Light Zone has just
been ensured by the authorlties.

A large section of the evicted
sex workers are found roaming
busy

around different

spots/points of the city and so-
liciting for prospective clients.
The floating flesh traders as
they are engaged In a besetting
sin contaminate the minds of
the people, contribute to the
erosion of values and adversely
affect social life. Apart from
this. a floating life is not and
cannot be safer/more dignified
than a brothel one.

Extreme poverty, family
complications, failed mar-
riages ete force the hapless
girls /women to take to the vi-
clous prolessfion of prostitu-
tion. They need to be properly
rehablilitated based on a well
thought-out plan so that they
can enjoy rights and freedom
like other citizens of the coun-
try. Sex trade should be lo-
calised as long as proper ar-
rangements for rehabilitation
are made.

Ahmad Mohammad Farukh
Dhalka

Political solution
in Fiji
Sir. The rebellion in Fijl has
not much meat in i, as the nil-
grated Indians, who comprise

40 per cent of the population,
control the majority of the
economy: and several genera-
tions are living there There-
lore. the migration issue is
weak., and may cause setback 1o
the nation in its development
elforts.

The political solution needs
wisdom and tolerance. Let s
hope wise counsel will prevail
in the end, as political <olu-

tions veer towards the path of
the golden mean.

An Observer
Dhaka

CPWP Entitlement
limit

Sir, In 1995, the government
amended the Companies Profits
(Workers Participation) Acl
1968, enhancing the monthly
baslic wages from Tk 5,500 to Tk
9,000 in the definition of
'worker® for the purpose of enti-
tlement of benefits under the
Act.

Meanwhile, to match persis-
tent devaluation of Taka and
consequent of astronomic in-
crease in the price level in last
four years, companies have
raised their salary level. More-
over, many employees' salary
level have gone up due to longer
service length,

For the general well-heing of

common employees of the com-
panles, greater number ol them
should be accommodated under

the Companies Profit Partici-
pation scheme. Government
should enhance the basic wage
limit to Tk 12,500 which will
act as a big impetus for higher
productivity and will ratio-
nalise its distribution base.

Md Raliqul Islam
137 East Goran, Dhaka

Law él,nd order
predicament

Sir, It appears that instead
ol 'law’ and ‘order’ their adver-
saries ‘lawlessness’ and
‘disorder’ now prevail in our
country.

We are surprised and
shocked that our government
and the opposition parties
blame each other for all the ills
in the country. But does this
practice help curb corruption
and terrorism and mitigate the
untold sufferings of the people?
The answer is obviously in the
negative.,

Our people silently and help-
lessly observe the activities and
conduct of our political leaders
especially those who are in
power. No matter which party
we elect it seems that our mis-
lortune would never be over. If
this be the state of our country
then what was the point of
clecting a democratic govern-
ment?

O H Kabir
Wari Dhaka

In language that the layman
understands? Today Punjab is
equated to Serbia. it may not be
justified but facing up to reality
and countering rabid national-
ists in fact and perception both
is a tall order.

Law and order is within lim-
its at the present time but the
portents for the future are
alarming, both in the context of
sectarianism and ethnicity. Fo-
cusing on police reforins as well
as comprehensive citizens' and
alien registration, the regime
must also take initiatives to ex-
orcise the root causes of disor-
der, economic shortcomings
and disparity leading to mass
unemploymeunt and frustration.

To compound issues the {aw
enforcement agencies age uot

properly equipped to handle the
situation, the favourite pursuit
of our intelligence agencies be-
ing to target individuals on per-
sonal vendettas out of a combi-
nation of parochialism, jeal-
ousy and inisinformation. See
how planted “facts mixed with
fiction” are used to campaign
against the critics of govern-
ment. Is this the role and man-
date of intelligence agencies?
Law and order will never get
better unless our covert agen-
cies performn not only to their
ability but to their mandate.
Devolution of power to the
grassroots is an important and

anee felt cut up when 1he
Supreme Court e€xpressed fis

“distress” and “concery” over
the statements by some of (s
cabinet ministers. He did 10
want them to go agains the
overnment's official lje- the
aw must take its own course
The Prime Minister's gwy
stand all along has beey thay
the centre should not ' the
rosecution of those m:u have
een named in the Srikris)ing
report on the Mumbai riots i,
the wake of the Bahr!-_-mmﬂd
demolition on December g
1992. It is, however, stran
that the centre rejected the staie
government's request for add;.
tlonal paramilitary forceg
Knowing how the Shiv sainjks
run amuck on Thackcrey's OF -
der, the desire of Mumbal (o
have more policemen to rackle
the law and order problem was
understandable. But the Malia-
rashtra government slioi)d
have known that the }ougme

Ministry under Advani would
have never acceded to the re-
quest. Even asking for such a
help was a mistake. The state
was justified in withdrawing its
forces deployed at various cen-
tral government establish-
ments in Mumbal, besides
pulling out the security person-
nel attached to the Sena leaders.

The ousting of Jethmalang
from the cabinet and Thack-
erey's surrender to the police
have a lesson. The machinery
for cleanliness and justice op-
erate slowly.

But it does operate. And no
man, however high, can escape
its reach. People should never

give up hope, nor slacken their
pressire.
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sincere cornerstone of this
regime. Barring one or two in-
dividuals lower down the hier-

archy having business ambij-

tions no one has any personal
HFEIIC’IH. The important concept
of a "run-off” election instead of
“first past the post” is a vital in-
gredient for real majority rule
in a democracy. Theory has not
laken account of ground reali-

ties, a tribal society requires an
Assembly to include more than
two/three tribes. castes, etc for
homogeneity or we are in seri-
ous trouble on the Yugoslavia
pattern.

Moreover the Province has
lo retain some control. alterna-
tives are either(]l) more
Provinces and District Assem-
blies or (2) the same number of
Provinces and Divisional As-
semblies. Moreover a linkage
between administration at
lower levels and represo nation
in the Assemblies must he es-
tiblished by having tire' élected
adnministrators be alSo the rep-
resentatives in*the Assembliess
We must not hasten into devolu-
tion on the pattern of District
Assemblies suggested by NRB
presently that is a sure recipe
for disaster.

The last point on the CE's
agenda, "national morale”, is
very much dependent upon the
six already discussed. They will
lead to good governance, that is
the touchstone to the raising of
the people’'s morale. At the
moment reality is way apart
from expectation, only when
they come together this nation
}rill rise to the heights we aspire
or.

r_

OPINION -

Dismal Database

A Husnain

The lengthy analysis of the
performance-database of BTTB
policies and performance (DS
July 22) makes dismal reading,
as far as transparent pgover-
nance is concerned, as also
technical incompetence, and
the courage to face the changing
techinologies in the IT sector.
How is it that the Telecoms
Ministry is held a hostage by
the technical agency? The na-
tional telecoms policy may be
opened to public debate every
time a change or amnendment is
contemplated — this is a learn-
ing process in the LDCs, and in-
troduces some accountability.

Two negative peaks stand
out: (1) the technical outdated-
ness of the Telecoms Board;
and, (2) the poor technical
awareness at the Ministry level
to %rasp the implications of the
technical proposals received
from the technical agencies in-
side and outside the country.

In this IT age, the technical
awareness of the non-technical
decision makers is of
paramount importance for the
right and quick development of
cach sector, otherwise technical
obsolescence would overtake
the policies; which means that
the policies need constant re-
views and updating. Technical
duplicity is also a lapse in ad-
ministration, compared to the
usual political bluffs imposed
on the public in a weak political
climate; (governance, technical
administration, and politics
are linked together, hence poli-
tics has been dragged into this
discussion),

The Dhaka Secretariat is too
weak and helpless to face this
modern challenge of change.
Good governance means more
than a first class political front
and exposure. The progress IS
measured by the right technical
policy decisions (On another
page of the same issue of DS, the
technical and professional
weaknesses ol Ctg port have
been glaringly exposed at a DS
Roundtable).

The GoB may consider seek-
mg, through UNDP, an ITU
technical mission to have a
good at the government Tele-
com Policy and recommend

amendments which are in pub-
lic interest (for example. how to
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reduce the waiting period for
new connection to mere one
week from three years at pre-
sent; how to implement the
WAP and SDR standards. e-and
m-commerce, etc, etc).

How many recommenda-
tions of the previous WB mis-
sion on telecomus a few years
earlier were accepted. Such in-
ternational reporis are not
made open for public scrutiny
(do not leave grey areas and
dark corners for the vested
groups to hide). The inputs of
the local outside experis have to
be there: this is not possible

without public exposure of the
documents.

The bureaucracy has to
change its mindset in these
days of non-colonial adminis-
tration. The JS has been made
useless, hence information is
not available to the public for
comment. Why the Prime Min-
ister has to be approached for
seeking clarification on each
and every controversial policy?
This is a sort of cover and pro-
tection trying to pass the buck
up! What is moral swindling,
and how far is it present in
Dhaka in the corridors of
power?

The way the government is
run has to be changed. The 22
PARCSs could not dent the obdu-
racy of the civil service (recent
debate on TV). Why the complex
technical frujer:ts should suf-
fer? The Planning Commission
and the Finance and pareut
ministries need background ex-
perts for evaluation of modern
technical proposals. The gener-
alists must be adequately
backed by the independent pro-
fessional experts. Consultancy
services are all right if not in-
fluenced dubiously.

The IT implications are
more tricky than it looks in the
project documents. The future
implications may be jeopar-
dised as the technical approach
and standards are changing fast
almost every vear, for which
the valuation monitoring agen-
cies have to be alert and sensi-
tive.

g SRR IENY T N —.,

—

i Ul

e ——— e »

e = et e ™ N i Y SN T N




