Sotomayor  {French First Division preview

Sedan test for Lyon

cleared

MONACO, Aug 3: World high
jump record holder Javier So-
tomayor was cleared to compete
in next month's Sydney
Olympics yesterday when the
International Amateur Athletic
Federation decided to halfl his
two-year ban for taking co-
caine, reports Reuters.

A special nwelinF of the
IAAF's ruling council decided
on humanitarian grounds to re-
instate the 1992 Barcelona
Olympic champion after a plea
from Cuban council member
Alberto Juantorena.

After the council had met for
10 hours i1 an effort to clear up
its outstanding doping cases be-
fore the Sydney Games, IAAF
president Lamine Diack said
that Sotomayor had passed 300
tests in his career.

“We thought this athlete de-
served a lot of our support,” Di-
ack said. “We said we can give
him the possibility to compete
again. He is a human being, he
made a mistake.” .

Sotomayor, 32, tested posi-
tive at the Pan-American
Games in Winnipeg, Canada, in
August last year. He denied tak-
ing the recreational stimulant
and was cleared by his national
federation.

The decision was over-ruled
by the IAAF's arbitration panel
and then in turn overturned at
an emergency one-day council
meeting convened yesterday to
clear up remaining doping cases
before the Olympics.

In other decisions Dieter
Baumann, the Barcelona 5,000
metres champion, had his posi-
tive test for nandrolone re-
ferred to arbitration while Lin-
ford Christie, who won. the
Olympic 100 metres title in the
same year, will have his nan-
drolone case heard by the panel
on August 14.

Sampras made
to sweat

TORONTO. Aug 3: The fall of
the seeds at the 2.95-million-
dollar ATP tournament here
continued on Wednesday with
French Open champion Gustavo
Kuerten losing at the hands of
Canadian Sebastien Lareau 7-6
(7/4), 6-4, reports AFP

The fourth-seeded Brazilian,
who lost in the second round,
joined third seeded Magnus
Norman of Sweden and top
seeded American Andre Agassi
on the scrapheap of this event.

Wimbledon winner Pete
Sampras, the second seed,
barely avoided joining the ex-
iles, holding off Morocco's
Karim Alami 7-6 (7/3), 6-2
Sampras needed a third-set
tiebreaker to oust a French
qualifier in his first match
Tuesday

"It wasn't not easy but after |
won the first set he got down on
himselland 'wasiabletol raise
my 'level up ‘a bit," Shmpras
said. "Like yesterday, it was a
struggle but I feel my game is
where | want it to be.”

Lareau, a doubles specialist,
was ranked just 137th In the
world before this tournament
He twice broke Kuerten's serve
during the match, a feat his op-
ponent could not manage once.

'l was just so happy,” Lareau
said. "When you're playing at
home, vour people are around
family, coaches, everything. It
was just a great feeling to get my
biggest accomplishment here in
Canada.”

Lareau had already caused a
stir in the first round when he
beat 34th world-ranked Fabrice
Santoro of France

*"The fact of having two greal
victories gives me a lot of conli-
dence,” Lareau said

Also ousted was seventh seed
Lleyton Hewitt of Australia,
who lost to France's Sebastien

— _

Grosjean 6-3, 7-6 (7/3)

Day belongs

From page 13
Asif and striker Masud Khan

Johnny
Mohammedan have signed

up four players. They are-- Ja-
hangir IAramhd%n. Shah Alam
(City Club), ipul Kumar
(Noakhali) and Saiful Bari Titu
(Muktijoddha)

Among the quartet former
national midfielder Titu re-
turned to his former club after
serving Muktijoddha since
1993. But young left-back Bipul
Kumar, who impressed the ob-
servers during the national
championship. might be a sen-
sational finding for the black

and whites.

Among other mediocre
teams Arambagh. who finished
fourth last year, and fifth
placed Farashganj, the worst ef-
fected side in the transfer, also
had a brisk bourse yesterday.

The three-day transfer will
conclude today

FY) Guide

Friday 3rd August
(All programmes are in local time.
The Daily Star will not be responsi-
ble for any change in -the pro-
gramme)

BTV
Morning Prog,

9:00 Opening Announcement,
Recitation From The Holy Quran
And Programme Outline 9:05 Pa-
triotic Song 9:10 Bangla News 9:15
Aalor Dishan (Islami Education For
Children) 9:35 NHK Programme
10:00 The News 10:05 Crirajagat /
Shuvo Sakaal 10:30 Mithscriya
(Talk Show) 10:55 Computer
(Programme On Computer) 11:20
Aye Prithibi (Programme On Na-
ture) 11:45 Dristipaat (Programme
On Human Rights) 12:10 Pusti
Tattho 12:25 A) Programme Out-
line For 2nd Session B) National
Song 12:30 Closing

PARIS, Aug 3: The
second round of
matches in the
French Champli-
onship get under
way Thursday

Champlions League

with
hopetuls Lyon facing a tricky
visit to Sedan, reports AFP,

Former Parls St Germain
and French international goal-
keeper Bernard Lama, mean-
while, prepares to face his for-
mer club Saturday when Rennes
host the early front-runners
from Paris.

Two games are slated for
Friday with a rematch of the
Trophy des Champions two
wm-Ls'agn between Monaco and
Nantes at the Louis Il stadium
and Marseille visiting St. Eti-
enne before the rest of the
matches on Saturday.

Lyon fought back from two
goals down against Rennes in
their opening match to salvage
a draw at home thanks to late
strikes from Brazilian star
Sonny Anderson and French
international Tony Vairelles.

However they cannot afford
to let their concentration slip
against Sedan although they
are sure to have one eye on the
Champions League.

They will travel to Slovakia
to face Inter Bratislava on
Monday in a crucial 3rd round
first-leg qualifying match with
a place in the lucrative Group
phase at stake.

“We must go to Sedan and
look for something positive,”
said Lyon's coach Jacques San-
tini. "It remains important to
respect our opposition and be
careful against a team that sur-
prised everyone last season. We
also saw what they did against
Auxerre (1-0 win away in open-
ing match). he added.

“The message we can take
from the game against Rennes
is that phvsically we have the
resources,” concluded Santini.

Sedan, who only won pro-
motion to the top flight last
season after a long absence,
were the surprise packages of
the last campaign and were
even threatening to qualify for
the Champions League before
settling for a place in the more
modest Intertoto Cup from
which they have now been elim-
inated ;

"It will be the same for us
We'll play our game and try and
build on what we did at Auxerre
The important thing is to im-
prove on our build-up in the at-
tacking zone."” said Sedan coach
Alex Dupont

Monaco, who were held to a
-] draw at newly promoted
Lille in their first match as de-
fending champlons, host
Nantes on Friday two weeks af-
ter beating the "Canaries" on
penalties in the eéquivelent of
the English Charity Shield
match at Sochaux.

Nantes, who have won the
French Cup the two previous
seasons albeit both times on
dubious penalties, will want to
embark on a new league cam-
paign looking to avoid their
regular battle with relegation

trous start last week when they
crashed 2-0 at home to Lens.

The other match on Frida

romises to be a passionate af-
E’ur at St. Etienne as the "Green
Devils" host Marseille In the
87th encounter between the
French glants,

To date both teams have won
37 times with 12 draws al-
though the same fixture last
season at the Geoffroy Gulchard
stadium saw St. Etlenne storm
to a 5-1 thrashing of their ri-
vals, ‘

The matches have a history
of controversy notably in Octo-
ber 1991 when former French
striker Jean-Plerre Papin was
struck in the head by a can of
beer forcing him to miss the
match which St. Etilenne went
on to win 1-0.

The big game on Saturday
sees Paris St, Germain travel to
Brittany to face Rennes in what
will be an emotional debut
match for former PSG stalwart
Lama. He was released by the
Parisian outfit at the end of last
season.

Lama who only resumed
training Tuesday with his new
club had been linked to a move
to Brazil but the 37-year-old
originally from Guyana has

signed a two-year-deal
couldn't face a bigger match in
his debut for Rennes.

French superstar Nicolas
Anelka Is still not match fit so
coach Philippe Bergeroo will
stick with thesame attackin

formation that he used in the 3-

| opening night victory over
Strasbourg that featured Brazil-
lan Christian and Kaba Di-
awara,

PSG's top scorer last season,
Christian opened his campaign
in the win over Strasbourg with
substitute Laurent Robert
addluﬁ the third goal sand-
wiched around an own-goal
from Strasbourg.

The mood
a member of

1elka who was
rance's Euro 2000
wiunlnﬁ squad will likely be
unvelled next weekend at Pare
des Princes when the Parislans
host Sedan.

FRENCH WEEKEND

FIXTURES:
Thursday: Sedan v Lyon
Friday: Monaco v Nantes, St.
Etienne v Marseille

Saturday: Rennes v Paris St
Germain, Lens v Guingamp,
Metz v Auxerre, Troyes v
Toulouse, Strasbourg v Lille.
Bastia v Bordeaux

Sport

although they got off to a disas-

Portuguese superstar Luis Figo in training with his new

club Real Madrid at their
August 2.

Ciudad Deportiva base on
— AFP photo

Chelsea give up on

LONDON, Aug 3:
Chelsea have
finally accepted
defeat in their bid
to get [talian
' striker Pierluigi
Casiraghi back to full fitness,
reports AFP.

The 31-year-old played just
10 games for the Blues before
suffering a horrific knee injury
which has seen him undergo 10
operations.

Stamford Bridge chairman
Ken Bates told the Daily Star
newspaper here on Thursday:
“Casiraghi won't be playing any
more.

"We have been paid
4.05million (6.075million dol-
lars) insurance, which will
mean he can't play top-level
football again.

"We gave him 20 months, but
he was still walking with a
limp, so we had no choice.”

Casiraghi's agent Fabio
Parisi revealed that the player
was served six months notice by
Chelsea, who will stop paying
his wages this month,

However, he feels that the
Blues have acted prematurely In
consigning the I[talilan to the
football scrapheap.

"Of course it was a very, very
bad Injury and there is only a
slim chance of him making a
comeback,” sald Parisi. "But we
consider It Is still too early to
say he will not.

Evening Prog.
3:00 Opening Announcement,
Recitation From The Holy Quran
And Programme Outline 3:15 Pa-
triotic Song 3:20 Bangla Film: 4:00
Bangla News 4:05 Bangla Film
Cont.: 6:05 Sukhi Paribar
(Population Based Prog.) 6:30
Transmission From Chittagong
Center 7:00 Sambad (Bangla News)
7:05 Maloncho (Morden Songs)
7:25 Serial On Nature- Raong Kara
Putul 8:00 Bangla News At 8 8:20
Serial On Health- Timirachanno
#11 8:50 Drama Series: Gul Sanobar
(Bangla Dubb) 9:00 Chhaya Mela
(Film Based) 10:00 News At Ten
(English) 10:20 English Series: The
X-<Files 11:30 Bangla News 11:35
English News 11:40 A) Programme
Outline For Saturday B) National

Song 11:45 Closin

DD 7 (BANGLA)

8:40 Khas Khabar 9:05 Amrito
Katha 9:20 Sangbad 9:30 Khela Aar

"It looks strange Chelséa
should collect the money with-
out Gigi's consent.

“We have appealed to the
Prewmier League about this be-
cause his contract requires that
an independent medical report
is completed and that's not been-
done.

“We asked for a copy of the
insurer's report but didn't re-
ceive one and have passed on
the problem to lawyers in Lon-
don,

"We are waitin
the FA board or t
will decide.”

Chelsea are also reported to
have turned down two big-
money offers for Norwegian
striker Tore Andre Flo, believed
to have been from Real Madrid
and Barcelona,

to see what
e civil court

Flo's agent Gunnar Martin

Kjenner sald: "I can confirm

Deschamﬁs
not fit yet

VALENCIA, Spain, Aug 3:
France's World Cup and Euro
2000 star Didler Deschamps
said Wednesday that he was un-
certain to be fit enough to play
in Valencia's Champlons
League match next week against
Austrian side Tyrol Innsbruck
reports AFP

Khela 10:25 Janmadin (Birthday
Greet-ings) 10:35 Daily Soap: Shree
Ram Krishna 11:00 Daily Soap: Hay
Mohajeebon 11:15 Classical/Folk
Songs- 11:30 Parliament Hour /
Musical 12:00 Bangali Movie: 2:30
Khas Khabar 3:00 Dailay Soap:
Maha Probhu 3:55 Daily Soap: Bhul
Thikanay 4:20 Nepali Prg. 5:05
Drama: 5:30 News 5:40 Camera
Cholchhy 5:50 Palli Katha 6:10
Sopnar Gaan 6:40 Khas Khabar 6:50
Daily Soap: Janmabhumi
(*Sabbaysachi, Anuradha, Shankar)
7:30 Bangla Sambad 8:00 Batighor
8:30 East Backland Road (Serial)
9:00 Daily Soap: Janmabhumi
(*Sabbaysachi, Anuradha, Shankar)
9:30 Daily Soap- Shree Ram Krishna
10:00 Khas Khabar 10:20 Mokho
Mukhi 10:50 Sambad 10:20 Bangali
Movie:

ALPHA TV BANGLA
6:00 Alaap 7:00 Grihosajja 7:30

Casiraghi

two top Spanish clubs offered
Chelsea close to 20million
(30million dollars) for Tore
Andre Flo.

"The offers were rejected on
the spot. Chelsea said that sell-
ing Flo was not an issue.”

Bazem’s centenarz

Euro giants in |

]
Munich
MUNICH, Aug 3: The top

clubs In European football are
in Munich for a gilt-edged mini

and 1 fournament to commemorate

the 100th anniversary of Ger-
many's premier club Bayern
Munich, reports AFP.

Bayern have invited Euro-

tvjcan Champions Real Madrid,

EFA Cup holders Galatasaray
as well as English champions
Manchester United to take part
in a pre-season minl tourna-
ment.

Only four games will be
Flaycd in double headers on

riday and Saturday but tanta-
lisingly, Bayern did not draw
themselves to play United.

The wounds inflicted by Alex
Ferguson's crew in the 1998
Champlons League flnal In
Barcelona, when they stole vic-
tory with two death knell goals,
are still raw at Bayern.

These games will not be
taken that seriously though as
the four teams are still fine tun-
ing their line ups for their re-
spective domestic seasons,

The tournament will open
on Friday with Bayern playing
Galatasaray, followed in the
evening by Real versus Manch-
ester.

The make up of the final two
games acheduﬂd for Saturday
will be decided by Friday's re-
sults.

Real to unveil
Makelele,

Conceicao

MADRID, Aug 3: European
champions Real Madrid will
officially present new signings
Claude Makelele of France and
Brazillan Flavio Conceicao at a
press conference Thursday, re-
ports AFP.

The latest signings of mid-
fielder Makelele from Celta
Vigo and Conceicao from
Primera Liga champions De-
portivo La Coruna should put
an end to the club's busy pre-
season activity in the transfer
market.

The transfer fees of the two
players have not been disclosed
although according to the Span-
ish press, Deportivo received
over 22 million dolllars for
Concelcao.

The 27-year-old Makelele
had been a target for rivals Va-
lencia, who Real beat 3-0 in the
Champions League final but
turned the club down last week
and had spells in the French

league with Marseille, Nantes
and Brest.

Conceicao 26, had been at
Deportivo since 1996 after
making his name in the
Brazilian First Division with
Palmeiras.

Wolves
Saudi Bluc
Fox’

LONDON, Aug 3: Saudi Ara-
blan International striker
Sami Al-Jaber is on trial at
Wolves with a view to a possible
permanent deal, club officials
sald, reports AFP.

The 27-vear-old, known as
The Blue Fox' in Saudi Arabia,
has playved in two World Cup fi-
nals for his country and scored
44 international goals in 80 ap-
pearances.

Al-daber will play for
Wolves in Saturday's friendly
against Southampton, and Mo-
lineux boss Colin Lee said: "He
has arrived with a big reputa-
tion.

‘Il am told he is as big as Alan
Shearer in Saudi, and he has
looked very smart in training.”

A

Superstar Rivaldo obliging some tiny autograph hunters
at Barcelona's Prat Airport on August 2 prior to his
departure for Amsterdam to join his Barcelona clubmates

who are camping in Honderloo.

Bharot Bhroman 8:00 Serial: Din
Protidin 9:00 Serial: Googly 9:30 Ba-
hari Aahar 10:00 Grihosajja 10:30
Serial: Aamar Tumi 11:00 Serial:
Abishasya #21 11:30 Serial: Ek
Akasher Niche 12:00 Serial: Maano
Ya Na Maano 12:30 Serial: Shoni
Robi Mojhar Chhobi #22 1:00 Serial:
Hiyar Majhe 1,30 Bahari Aahar 2.00
Serial: Jhara Somayer Upokatha
2.30 Bangla Movie- 5:00 Serial: Ek
Akasher Niche 5:30 Allap 6:00 Cine
News 6:30 Serial: Din Protidin 7:30
News In Bangali 8:00 Serial: Googly
8:30 Serial: Ek Akasher Niche 9:00
Serial: Sanghaat 9:30 Serial: Aamar
Probashi #21 10:00 News In Bangali
10:30 Serial: Din Protidin 11:30 Se-
rial: Bhalo Basa Mondo Basa 12:00
Serial: Abishasya #21 12:30 Bharot
Bhroman 1:00 Grihosajja 1:30
Bangla Movie

STAR SPORTS

7:00 Kardio Knockout 7:30 Inside

— AFP photo

Cricket:1st Session 8:00 ECB Inter-
national Cricket Cornhill Insurance
Test Match Manchester, ENG-
LAND- West Indies Vs England
3rd Test, Day 1, Highlights 9:00
Pepsi Asia Cup 2000- Best Catches
Dhaka, BANGLADESH 9:30 PGA
Tour Highlights John Deere Classic
Moline, IL USA 10:30 Atp Tour
World Series Tournament Mer-
cedes BenzCup Los Angeles, CA
USA Finals 12:00 Fivb Beach Vol-
leyball - Swiss Open Gstaad,
SWITZERLAND Women'S Semifi-
nals 1:30 Max Power 2:30 Inside
Cricket; 1st Session 3:00 ECB Inter-
national Cricket Cornhill Insurance
Test Match Manchester, ENG-
LAND- West Indies Vs England
3rd Test, Day 1, Highlights 3:55
Live- Ecb International Cricket
Cornhill Insurance Test Match
Manchester, ENGLAND- Wost
Indies Vs England 3rd Test, Day 2,
Ist Session 6:00 Anz Sportsline 6:35

LONDON, Aug 3:
Skipper Robble
Fowler clalmed
o1l Monday he Is
starved of glory
and hungrier than
ever to reclaim his place as the
country's most gifted natural
goalscorer, reports AFP,

He hopes to start his cam-
paign in Belfast this week with
the added responsibility of be-
ing Liverpool's new captain, at
least until the New Year.

Fowler will lead Liverpool
into the Belfast tournament,
where they play Glentoran on
Thursday and Benfica on Sat-
urday, Intent on puttln% behind
him the agonies and frustra-
tions of last season's injury
nightmare. :

And he vowed: "This season
you will see the Robbie Fowler
you have seen in the past.”

While Fowler has been fight-
ing for full fitness these past
few months, he has seen 20-
million-pounds (about 32-mil-
llon-dollars) plus of new strik-
ing options in Emile Heskey,
Nicky Barmby and Bernard
Diomede added to the already
impressive fire-power of
Michael Owen and Titi Camara.

He added: "I've always been
hungry to get into the team, so
it's no different now with such
competition around. But I'm
hungrier than ever, starving
you could say."

Fowler, who brushed aside
the now ritual transfer specula-
tion that surrounds him - from
Leeds, Middltsbrﬂu&h. Arsenal
and Manchester United this
close season - by making it
clear he isn’'t going anywhere,
and just wants to be in the start-
ing line-up each week.
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Fowler promises fireworks

He sald: "I've no reason to
leave, (U's just a matter of time
before we start winning tro-
phies because Liverpool are go-
ing places.”
ut the memories of so much

horror have made him

it keener to start makin

inju
that

amends. He started just eigh
gaunes last season and under-

went two knee operations, That
followed the previous season of
FA bans, controversy and more
lnjury.

somewhere along the line,
Fowler has lost two years of his
career, and he wants them back,

He said: "I've had a very good

Oy

career so far, so last season was
very dlsappulmmF. But that
can happen In this game and
I've just got to get on with it

But I'm confident in my
ability, and | know what | can
do. But 1 know it's going to be
:ougll after all my Injury prob-
Crns,

*Even though | didn't get a
jame for England in Euro 2000,

trained with the squad all the
time and that must have helped
my attempts for full fitness and
sharpness.”

Fowler, who will be captain
until Jamie Redknapp returns
around February, relishes the
fight he has on his hands, al-
though he added: "] don't think |
have 1o prove anything to any-
body ”

And 1t is the competition
generated by boss Gerard Houl-
lHer's S5Omilllon ontlay that s
Inspiring Fowler.

e said: “If you are not play-
ing well then you know you are
not going to be playing. That
sort of competition keeps ev-
eryone on their toes,

“The lads who have come in
this suunmer are determined to
impress so it's ﬁmng to be tou
to get voursell back into the
side. The competition is benefi-
cial to Liverpool, and that's all
that really matters.”

He added: "I'm no bigger than
anyone else here, and if it hap-
pens to me sitting on the bench
then you have to accept it be-
cause these days it's not all
about 11 players, there's 25 top
stars here now.

“If I'm not doing my job then
the gaffer has every right to
leave me sitting on the bench,
He'll have every right not to
play me.”

In

24 5 NEW DELHI. Au
AN\ (AFP): "It's not the

winning, but tak-

Edes ing part, that
| %’5?'! matters,” India's
ke ) first prime minis

ter Jawaharlal Nehru was fond
of saying

And the country's Olympic
athletes certainly seem to have
taken his message to heart.

India may be an emerging
superpower with a billion peo-
ple and nuclear weapons. But
when It comes to winnin
Olympic medals, it is a virtua
nomn-entity.

A solitary bronze medal was
all the country could manage at
Atlanta in 1996 and things do
not look like being much better
in Sydney.

Tennis and field hockey
provide the only hopes of suc-
cess with the rest of the 60-

The return of former world
doubles champions Leander

' Paes and Mahesh Bhupathy and

the recent success of the hockey
team will at least ensure that
the Games are not a total non-
event for Indian fans.

Paes and Bhupathy, who last
year achieved the rare feat of
playing the doubles finals of all
four Grand Slams — they won
the French Open and Wimble-
don titles — are together again
after a bitter year-long feud
over Bhupathy's coach Enrico
Piperno.

In field hockey, India's pride
and joy in years gone by, Dhan-
raj Pillay’'s national squad are
buoyant at regaining the Asian
Games crown after 32 years and
defeating fancied Australia and
Germany to the title in a tour-
nament in Perth earlier this
year

India's Olympic record is
dismal: Eight hockey golds, all
of them belfore Europe took the
sport seriously, and three indi-
vidual bronze medals.

The last of India’s hockey
Fnlds came during the western-
yoycotted Moscow Games in
1980. .It's been
plunge since then,

India finished fifth at Los
Angeles in 1984, sixth at Seoul.
seventh at Barcelona and
eighth at Atlanta four years
ago.

Paes, a jouruneyman on the
ATP circuit but a self-confessed
Davis Cup addict, saved India's
campalgn at the Atlanta
Olympics by winning a bronze
in the men's singles.

It was India's first individ-
ual medal since wrestler K.D.
Jadhav's bronze in the 1956
Melbourne Games and came 96
years after Norman Pritchard
won a silver in the 200 metres
at Paris in 1900.

Indian Olympic Association
president Suresh Kalmadi ad-
mitted the prospects for Sydney
are bleak.

"We hope to win medals in

a downhill

Inside The Pga Tour 6:30 Live- Ecb
International Cricket Comhill In-
~urance Test Match Manchester,
ENGLAND- West Indies Vs Eng-
land 3rd Test, Day 2, 2nd & 3rd
Session 11:00 Nba Inside Stuff
99/2000 11:30 Anz Sportsline 11:35
World Wrestling Federation Live
Wire 12:30 PGA Tour Golf The In-
ternational Presented By Qwest
Castle Rock, CO USA Day One

ESPN

7:30 laat Track & Field laaf Grand
Prix 2000 Stockholm, SWEDEN
10:30 PBA Bowling PBA-Tucson
Open Tucson, AZ USA 12:00 Live-
Sportscenter Bristol, CT USA 1:00
Tennis Masters Series By Mer-
cedes-Benz Toronto, CANADA
Early Round Coverage Day #4 3:00
U.S. Olympic Trials 2000 -Boxing
Connecticut, CT USA Box-Offs
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hockey and tennis only and ex-
pect our boxers and women
welghtlifters to at least reach
the quarterfinals,” he said.

“The aim is to win respect be-
fore the next two Olympics.”

Amrit Mathur, a senior bu-
reaucrat in the government-run
Sports Authority of India, says
the country's lack of success in
the sporting arena {s no sur-
prise.

"Sports holds a low priority
in an Indian's life,” Mathur
said. "The emphasis is on stud-
les and securing a decent job,
not on running about on play-
ing fields.

"And even i{f someone takes
sport seriously, he doés not
have the support of modern fa-
cilities and training which is
available in China and Aus-
tralia.”

Mathur, whose or
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oversees the maintenance of
various stadiums around tke
country, says he Is forced to
hire out venues to pop concerts
to raise money in the absence of
sporting activity.

Corporate sponsors prefer to

pump in funds into a high-pro-
flle sport like cricket, India's
Sydney-bound contingent is
sponsored by a South Korean

electronics firm for the paltry
figure of 33,000 dollars.
Cricketing superstar Sachin

Tendulkar earns more money

than that in a month, but
Mathur believes the raging
match-fixing scandal afflicting
the game will benefit other
Sporis.

"We could finally have spon-

sors looking beyond cricket,” he
said. “Unless that happens. In-
dia’s Olympic dream will re-
main just that...a dream.”

AS Roma's new Brazilian star Emerson (R) at the lounge
of Rome's Fiumicino Airport on arrival with his wife
Sonia and daughter Carolina on August 2. — AFP photo

Bhadashor Cricket Club captamn Emi (L) receiving the
Mustafa Allahma Youth Gold Cup trophy from chief guest
Alhaj Mustafa Allahma after the final at the Golapganj M

C Academy ground in Sylhet on August 2.

Bhadashor

defeated Golapganj Cricket Club by one wicket in the

final.

Flighlights 4:30 Inside Big Game
Fishing 5:00 Atp Tennis Show 5:30
World Of Rugby 6:00 Ladi¢s Pro
Bowlers Tour Pwba Bowling -
Southern Virginia Open Danville,
VA USA 7:00 Snooker Billiards Espn
World Snooker: 2000 Scottish Open
Aberdeen, SCOTLAND Final 9:00
Live- Tennis Masters Series By
Mercedes-Benz Toronto,
CANADA Men'S Quarterfinal
Match 11:00 Live- Tennmis Masters
Serivs By Mercedes-Benz Toronto,
CANADA Men'S Quarterfinal
Match 1:00 Premier Snooker
League 2000

SET MAX

7:30 Hotlist 8:00 Rang Birangee 8:15
Music Mania 8:45 Pop Puri 9:00
Harmony 9:30 Film Show: 12:30
Uncensored 1:00 Hotlist 1:30 Baja)
Lehren Fratures 1:45 Music Mania
2:15 Pop Puri 2:30 Film Show: 6:00

Mini Movies: 8:00 Hotlist 8:30 Bajaj
Lehren Features 8:45 Music Mania
9:15 Pop Puri 9:30 Film Show:

DISCOVERY CHANNEL

6:30 Go For It! 7:00 Ushuaia 8:30
Lonely Planet- 9:30 Animal Sur-
vivors 10:00 Eyewitness 10:30 ESPU
: The Series 11:00 Quter Bounds
11:30 Shark Fieles 12:30 Wild Dis-
covery 1:30 Medical Detectives
2:30 Discover Magazine 3:30 Go For
It! 4:30 Ushuaia 5:30 Lonely Planet
6:30 Crocodile Hunter's Croc Files
7:00 Jaws & Claws 7:30 Wild Dis-
covery 8:30 Untamed Amazonia
9:30 Beyond 2000 10:00 Discovery
News 10:30 Portraits 11:30 Discov-
ery Profile Series- 12:30 Wild Dis-
covery 1:30 Untamed Amazonia
2:30 Beyond 2000 3:00 Discovery
News 3:30 Partraits 4:30 Discovery
Profile Senes- 5:30 Discover Maga-
Zine

’




