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Peace-building in CHT

Imagination is more important than knowledge

— Albert Einstein

Dialogue on 'Peace Building in the Chittagong Hill Tracts'

Session I; Putting the
Accord into Practise
by Md. Abdul Mannan

The sub-theme of the morn-
Ing session was "Putting the
Accord into Practice". glajor
General Jamil D. Ahsan,
Director General, BIISS. and
Mr. Syed Fahim Munaim,
Managing Editor, The Daily
Star, were the co-moderators in
the morning session.

Major General Jamil D.
Ahsan, Director General, BIISS,

ave the welcome address.
hen, Dr. Iintiaz Ahmed,
Professor of International
Relations, Dhaka University.
Brcscnttd his keynote paper.
articipants in this session in-
cluded Tajul Islamm Hashmi of
Independent University, Group
Captain (rtd) Dastagir, retired
teacher Shamsul u% Prof
Mesbah Kamal of haka
University, Mithun Chakma, a
student of Dhaka University
and member of Pahari Chatra
Parishad, Major General (rtd) Z.
A. Khan, Former Cabinet
Secretary Mujibul Hucl. retired
civil servant Abdul Hannan.
Dr. Mizanur Rahman Khan ol
BIISS, former ambassador aund
BNP leader Rezaul Karim.
Major General (rtd) Ibrahim,
Brigadier (rtd) Sakhawat, State
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Abul Hasan Chowdhury, JSD
leader Hasanul Hug Inu and
Chairman of the Task Force for
Refugees in the CHT Dipankar
Talukder MP.

In his welcome address,
Major General Jamil D. Ahsan
said that the peace agreement
between the central authority
and the insurgents and the ter-
mination of war situation
through the surrender of arms
of the insurgents constitute a
crucial achievement in the
peace process. Nevertheless en-
suring enduring peace still re-
quires a long way to go through
lhe hurdles of peace process. In
his keynote presentation. Dr.
Imtiaz Ahmed highlighted on
the achievements, the limita-
tions and the conteitious issues
in implementing the Peace
Accord that included areas like
return of refugees, surrender of
arms. rehabilitation, issues of

vernance. land dispute, gen-

er and women security, cul-
ture, identity etc.

.. The following themes came
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According to the CHT accord,

onal Council and the
Ministry of CHT Affairs are the
two important institutions in-
volved in the governance of the
CHT. However, the functioning
of the CHT Regional Council is
one of the primary precondi-
tions for any progress in the
implementation of the accord.
In September 1998 the govern-
ment announced the formation
of the 22 members interim
Regional Council with Shantu
Larma as its chairman. Shantu
Larma rejected the government
announcement primarily ac-
cusing the government of ex-
cluding the names of three
Bangladeshi representatives in
the RC proposed by the PCJSS
and instead appointing three
new persons who are allegedly
partisans of Awami League. The
issue came up in the discus-

the Regi

sions. While the key note
speaker held that the RC has
been governmentalised,

Dipankar Talukder dismissed
his view sagicng that only 3 out
of 22 members of the Regional
Council have been appointed by
the government. Shantu Larma
_appointed the rest 19 members.
us he held that the Regional
Council has not been govern-
mentalised. Dr. Mizanur
Rahman Khan of BIISS noted
that powers of the new institu-
tional structures are not speci-
fied and this is an obstacle to
the functioning of the new in-
stitutional structures. Brig.
(rtd.) Sakhawat Husain ob-
served that clauses of the CHT
Accord are almost similar to
the 1988 District Council Bill
except the provision of Regional
Council and its power. He said
that there are 13 tribes living in
the CHT. He feared intra-trihal
rivalry in the CHT due to the
dominance of Chakmas tn the
Reglonal Council.

Rehabilitation

Rehabilitation of the PCJSS
members, international
refugees and internal refu
namely Internally displaced
persons (IDPs) Is a very signifi-
cant element of peace, as envi-
sloned in the accord. One of the
Success areas {s the return of
74,000 refugees from Tripura,
India. Another success area is
the surrender of arms by 2000
insurgents, It was however
noted that the success and fail-
ure in the rehabilitation of the
members and refugees,
both international and inter-
nal., have been mixed. It was
noted that only the PCJSS

mem got Tk. 50,000 each to
get rehabllitated. The Accord
provided no fixed amount for
the rehabilitation of the
refugees and therefore they
have not Igot anything. Mr.
Rezaul Karim stated thaf some
promises had been made for the
rehabllitation of the refugees
who came from India, but now
they have been deceived as
those promises were false. Gr.
Carpt. (rtd.) Dastagir opined that
refugees 1nust be looked after to
contain thelr potential

levances. However, Dipankar

wlukder dismissed the allega.
tlon that the refugees were not

given nn¥ thing. He sald that
refugees have been given many
things under the 20 package
deal. They have been given
money and tin for building
their houses. Those who are
landless and have lands have
been given cows and bullocks
respectively. They have also
been given TK 15,000 in cash. In
addition, they also got ration
for 9 months which was later
extended for another 9 months.
Even 3.000 refugees who re-
turned during the last govern-
ment have been given these fa-
cilities. He also dismissed the
allegation of some quarters
that the Accord has favoured
the hill people depriving the
Bengalis. He held that the hill
people had been deprived of ba-
sic rights and the Accord has
restored those rights only, On
the question of rehabilitation
of the IDPs, Prof Mesbah Kamal
noted that in the 1960s, 25% of
the affected people caused by
Kaptal dam were Bengalis

Beungalis from other parts of the
country were settled there. but
the Bengalis affected by the

Kaptai dam. were not resettled
along with the alfected hill peo-
le. Mr. Rezaul Kariin was scep-
tical about the definition of the
IDPs and wanted to know if it
included the Bengalis.
Dipankar Tulukder held that
IDPs are too scattered to be con-
tacted easily and thus to be
named In the list of the IDPs. He
said that both Bengali and hill
people affected by the Kaptai
dam have been resettled with-
out any discrimination. Statm%
that IDPs include both triba
families and non-tribal fami-
lies, he sald that a list of
1,28,364 IDP families compris-
Ing 90,208 tribal families and
38,156 non-permanent non-
tribal families has been sent to
the ministry as per the Accord
for their rehabilitation.

Withdrawal of Military

Camps

The keynote speaker noted
that the CHT Accord provided
for the withdrawal of tempo-
rary army camps from the CHT.
As per this Accord, only 50
camps out of more than 500
have so far been withdrawn.
Dipankar Talukder pointed out
that 62 military camps have
blfen _m;hgrawn till 12 May of
this year. Eight more camps are
Expected: T wtihd i bor
"fs'June ' In fact, these statis-
tics indicate that implementa-
tion of the accord in this par-
ticular area is not satisfactory.
But at the same time one must
appreciate that demilitarisa-
tion is taking place.
Participants -identified some

problems in withdrawing these
camps. Mr. Abul asan
Chowdhury, the honourable

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs, sald that the army in
the CHT is for the security of the
hill people. Maj. Gen. (rtd.)
Ibrahim also held the same
view. Fahim Munaim and
Mithun Chakmma said that no
time frame has been given in
the Accord for the withdrawal
of army camps. Mr. Abdul
Hannan pointed out that it
would be too early to withdraw
the army camps, because there
are problems in the CHT which
the police alone cannot resolve.
Mr. Rezaul Karim observed that
there are cross-border intru-
sions in the area that threatens
state sovereignty. It is a con-
flict-prone area and tensions
among different groups are al-
ways there. Therefore, army
camps should remain there but
the role of the army would be
defined in a way so that they
would not use force against the
local people. Dipankar
Talukder said that there are
some strategic camps whose
withdrawal would deteriorate
the law and order situation.
Therefore, no time frame has
been given to withdraw the
army camps, rather it will be
done gradually. He said that as
camps are being withdrawn,
police is being strengthened.

Land
Land Is considered to be the
most important problem in
CHT. In fact, loss of lands due to
State-sponsored development
rojects and the policy of
Ecngali settlement were {mpor-
tant factors that fuelled the
feeling of alienation among the
hill people and ultimately
shifted their loyalty from the
central authority. The CHT ac-
cord provides that no land in-
cluding leasable "khas" land in
hill districts can be leased out,
sold, purchased or transferred.
The Accord also stipulates that
a Land Commission headed by a
retired Judge as the Chalrman
will be formed for the settle-
ment of disputed land. But It is
reported that no significant
progress has yet been achieved
in the settlement of land dis-
putes, With the death of Justice
Anwarul Haq, the Chalrman of
the Commission, 1t is not func-
tioning. Hasanul Huq Inu sug-
ested that the Land
mmission should be reactl-
vated. It was observed that hill
people lack ;I:;rn r documenta-
the

tion which engall settlers
have. Rtgardinﬁ hill people’s
lack of proper documentation
about land, Dr. Mizanur
Rahman Khan gave a historical
analysis of the problem. He sald
that the CHT Manual of 1900

and the State Accpnsltlun and
Tenancy Act of 1950 restricted
private property rights of tribal
people. A tribal was not able o
sell his land to a non-tribal. So

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS), Centre for Alterna-
tives (CA) and The Daily Star jointly organised a Daylong Dmlogz_te on Peace Bmldmg
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts on 10 July 2000 at the BIISS auditorium, Dhaka. The di-
alogue was participated by a cross-section of people - a n_nmster:, pol&tlcal !eaders, mtellfgc—

tuals, academia, retired civil and military officers and journalists. The dialogue was di-

" vided into two sessions: the morning session and the afternoon session.

T'he participants

First row (from left to right): Tajul Islam, Dastagir, Shamsul Hagq, Mega.bah Kamal, Mithpn Chakma, ZH Khan, FR
Klaus Beurle, Mojibul Haq, Abdul Hannan, Second row (from left to right): Rezaul Karim, General Ibrahim, Abul
Hasan Chowdhury, Shakhwat, Hasanul Haq Inu, Dipankar Talukdar, Shakhawat Hossain, Abdus Sabur, Anwar
Hossain, Third row (from left to right): Salim Samad, Dr Iftekharuzzaman, Dr MHSUL]T Salahuddm,_ Manish Dewan,
Major General Azizur Rahman, Professor Masuda Chowdhury, Major Kamrul and Dr Maniruzzaman Mian

unlike the plain land's people,
even private property rights
were restricted within the tribal
community. The main problem
IS that after independence, the
state conception of property
rights conflicted with the com-
munal system of property
rights. In fact, due to the com-
munal system of property
rights, the hill people did not
have documentation for cen-
turies. Prof Mesbah Kamal said
that land is being leased in the
CHT which is contrary to the
CHT Accord. Although the dis-
trict administrations of
Rangamati and Khagrachari

are notidoing this. the district..
administration of |Bandarbar 1 13ay, &
is -particularly reésponsible for

this. Even land that i{s being
leased out is often not used for
the given purposes. Mr. Fahim
Munaim said that government
has promised to provide at least
2 acres of land, upon availabil-
ity. 1o each ol the landless
Pahari families and also to
those having less than 2 acres.
But progress is yet to be made.
Deepankar Talukder said that
three chiefs of three circles of
the CHT are important mem-
bers of the land commission.
Except the chief of the Chakma
circle, the rest two are still dis-
puted. There are cases in the
court against the appointments
of Aungsha Puri as the Mon
Chief in Bandarban an
Prialapho Chowdhury as the
Mong Chief in Manakchari. So
until the court gives the deci-
sion, the Land Commission
cannot work. In addition, dis-
missing the allegation that af-
forestation program has been
reducing the amount of cul-
tivable land in the CHT, he said
that participatory afforestation
is being done in those lands
which had been deforested ear-
lier.

Bengali Settlers

Partial views were found on
the issue of the status of the
Bengali settlers. Mithun
Chakma said that Bengalis had
been politically pushed in the
CHT. They should be withdrawn
to another place. Mr. Rezaul
Karim sald that Bengalis were
not forced to go to the CHT, they
were just offered some facilities
and they went there voluntar-
ily. Maj. Gen. (rtd.) Z. A. Khan,
Gr. Capt. (rtd.) Dastagir. Maj.
Gen. (rtd.) Ibrahim suggested
that Bengalls should be assimi-
lated In the CHT. The people of
CHT should live in harmony
with Bengalis.

Confidence Building

Measures

It Is important to build con-
fidence among the different
parties. The government of
Bangladesh has won the confi-
dence of the insurgents through
signing the CHT Accord. But the
problem is mainstream opposi-
fion political parties and some
Pahari groups have opposed the
CHT Accord. Even there are dis-
putes between the government
and Shantu Larma on some {s-
sues in the implementing of the
Accord. In this backdrop Mr.
Mujibul Huq suggested the
adoption of a national ap-
proaeh for fmplementing the
Accord. This would include all
the mainstream political par-
ties and all the Pahari groups.
The main task here involves
confidence bulldtng among all
the parties concerned. Mr. Abul
Hasan Chowdhury said confi-
dence bullding measures are far
more powerful than fnter-con-
tinental ballistic missiles and
noted that for the success of the
CHT accord, a change in mind-
set Is needed. It was also noted
that a constitutional guarantee
to the Accord is needed to create
trust among the tribal people so
that nobody can repeal the
Accord with the change of goy-
ernment. There was also the

suggestion that there should be
constitutional recognition of
the identity and culture of the
tribal people. However, such
constitutional measures need
two-thirds majority which the
government does not have in
the parliament. In this context,
participants stressed on the
need for consensus among the
political parties.

Session II: Vision for a
Sustainable Peace
by Sharif Atiqur
Rahman

Peace in the Chitta ong Hill:
CFrActs (CHTY réiatis’ 8t

n

s *cHalenge. “AREr H (pro-
longed armed conflict, the
Peace Accord was signed on 2nd
December, 1997. But it will not
be wise to think that the Accord
has bmugiht peace in the CHT,
rather it has only started the
process. Peace matures through
a long and tortuous path.
Culture of peace needs to be nur-
tured before we can achieve the
final stage of peace. It needs vi-
sion for a sustainable peace.
And this was the theme of the
second session of the Daylong
Dialogue on Peace Building in
the CHT. Dr. Syed Anwar
Hossain, Director General of
Bangla Academy, moderated
the session while Prof. Dr.
Imtiaz Ahmed, Executive
Director of Centre for
Alternatives was the co-moder-
ator. The keynote paper on
"Vision for a Sustainable Peace"
was presented by Mr. A. K. M.
Sabur. Senior Research Fellow
of BIISS. He conceptualised
peace building in its broadest
term as the initiatives which
foster and support sustainable
siructures and processes
strengthening the prospects of
peaceful coexistence. Moderator
of the session observed that the
CHT problem was not unidi-
mensional, rather multidimen-
sional. In this context we do
need multi-pronged peace of-
[ensive to achieve the final
eace. Participants at the dia-
ogue came up with some highly
imaginative and visionary
thinking to sustain peace in the
CHT. The comments, remarks,
proposals and suggestions
voiced by the participants in
the dialogue can broadly be di-
vided into three categories - (a)
vision for Institutional and
administrative reconstruction,
(b) vision for development, and
(c) vislon for peaceful coexis-
tence.

(a) Vision for
institutional and
administrative
reconstruction:

Visionary planning

It was pointed out that the
approach adopted for CHT,
from the beginning was nejtlier
imaginative nor visionary.
Actions were taken on an ad
hoc basis. What would be the ul-
tiimate result of today's action
after 30 or 50 years had never
ever been conceptualised. The
vision for sustainable devel-
opment must have a life span of
50-100 years, else our posterity
will pav for it. Ms, Masuda
Chowdhury, a Ph. D. rescarcher
on the CHT, also opined that
conflict broke out in the CHT
due to unplanned rehabilita-
tion of Bengall settlers in the
CHT, We should not commit the
same mistakes by advancing
with peace (mplementation
process without a well thought
out plan,

Reconstructing the
administrative

structure

Mr. Sabur stressed the need
for Institutional reconstruction
to accommodate the minorities.
Prof. Imtiaz observed that the
present parliament of 300

..ipr the proper répre
- me mass uﬁf:; Jg&;

members for 120 million people
has become unworkable in
terms of proper representation
A wide gap has been created be-
tween the voters and the person
who is voted for, resulting in
the emergence of a powerful
group of "middlemen"” who are
In most cases political mas-
tans. Within 20 to 25 years of
time, Bangladesh population
will reach 200 million. It is
high time to rethink about
making the parliament sensi-
ble, effective and transparent in
terms of demography. He pro-
posed divisional parliaments
for all divisional headquarters

body of the country. When such
a divisional body will be formu-
lated, it will ensure the proper
representation of the mass and
will result in the eradication of
public grievances which will
ultimately support the efforts
for sustainable development.

Appropriate presence
of army in the CHT

There was discord among the
participants over the number of
camps that should be removed
from the CHT. Failure to have a
time frame for the removal of
arimy camps was termed as a
major flaw of the Peace Accord
Secretary of the Ministry of
CHT Affairs explained that due
to the geographical realities of
the CHT, such as borders with
India and Myanmar, uneven
terrain, remote and inaccessi-
ble areas, this place can turn
into a haven for anti-social el-
ements from Bangladesh, India
or Myanmar. Besides, the pres-
ence of army is required there
not to interfere in the civil ad-
ministration, but in aid of the
civil. administration in situa-
tions that the law enforcing
agencies find difficult to cope
with, or in times of natural
calamities. For these reasons
the necessary presence of army
cannot be ignored. According to
the accord, some camps will be
withdrawn in phases, but we
cannot keep our eyes shut to
hard realities. Mr. Hasanul
Haque Inu pointed out that the
number of army camps de-
ployed in the CHT should not be
the question; there might be
more to safeguard our
sovereignty or to patrol the
border areas. What we need is to
monitor whether they are in-
volved in any type of atrocities
or whether they are abusing
their power as it was alleged in
the past. Prof. Maniruzzaman
Miah, ex-Vice Chancellor of
Dhaka University, rejected the
provision of withdrawing army
camps from the CHT as it can be
done only by the unilateral de-
cision on part of the govern-
ment. He maintained that there
cannot be any treaty on creat-
ing a demilitarised zone within
a country.

(b) Vision for
development:

Ensuring harmonious
sustainable

development

The notion of development
implies economic, social, polit-
ical and cultural development
in a balanced and Integrated
way embracing the diversity of
soclal, ethnic and linguistic
groups, religious communities
and geographical. Some of the
speakers suggested the need to
flood the CHT area with various
development activities. Both
Prof. Mesbah and Prof. Imtiaz
pointed out that these develop-
ment inftiatives need to be sus-
tainable - not just simple devel-
opment, The development ac-
tivities applicable for any other
part of Bangladesh may not be
effective for the CHT as the area
Is different both in terms of ge-
ography and life-style, NGOs go-

§ilakign ofis
ormuylating:

ing there and pursuing their de-
velopment models as like other
areas of the country may result
in development, but not sus-
tainable development.

Balanced development

for all ethnic groups

There is wide gap among the
13 nations/tribes that live in
the CHT - some have literacy
rate exceeding the average of
Bangladesh, while some are yet
to be brought to the 'modern
way of life. Mr. Sabur opined
that when the Berfgali-Tribal
conflict is over, these groups
will compete with each other to

this may result in conflict situ-
ation due to the grievances gen-
erated by the backwardness of
some groups. Prof
Moniruzzaman Miah also
pointed out that there is the fear
of only one or two already ad-
vanced communities enjoying
the benefits of the Peace Accord
depriving the other smaller and
backward ethnic groups. So
while planning for sustainable
peace in the CHT, policy makers
should bring this division into
consideration and emphasise
on bringing all the groups to a
similar development footing

Rehabilitation of
refugees and IDPs

Secretary of the Ministry of
CHT Affairs informed the ses-
sion that according to the Peace
Accord, the Task Force has suc-
cessfully identified members of
1,28,364 families as internally
displaced persons (IDPs) and
has sent the proposed plan of
action for their rehabilitation
to the concerned ministry
Some speakers expressed their
dissatisfaction over the slow
progress in this field, but ac-
cording to the Secretary. it
needs some time as a huge fi-
nancial involvement is re-
quired for the rehabilitation of
such a large number of IDPs
Similarly Maj. Gen. (retd.)
Ibrahim thought it would bess
difficult to rehabilitate the
IDPs from the CHT to other
parts of Bangladesh as the IDPs
are living there for about 20
years and already a second gen-
eration is there « hio were born
and brought 1 e with a lot

of emotional Hachments.
Rather, he sugy ~i1ed that all
persons who had lived in the
CHT prior to signing of the

Peace Accord as the inhabitants
of the CHT, and then freezing
the number and conducting de-
velopment initiatives for all of
them.

(¢) Vision for peaceful
coexistence:
Healing the scars of
conflict -Truth &
Reconciliation

Commission or White
Paper on CHT

Due to past history of ten-
sion between the members of
armed forces and the hill peo-
ple. army is not popular among
the hill people despite their in-
volvement in many develop-
ment sectors or in times of nat-
ural calamities, Prof. Imtiaz
opined that the situation could
not be changed overnight. They
are still suspicious about a force
in which the number of Hill
Fcnplr representation is only a
ew, Thelr memories (n terms of

oppression and atrocities
against them are still very
fresh. Similarly, there are

memories of atrocities con-
ducted by the members of the
Shanti Bahinl among the
Bengalis and the hill [1E‘Dpit‘ as
well. According to Lt. Col. (retd.)
Manish Dewan, there is not a
single tribal family which has
not suflered either by the anny
or by the Shanti Bahini. This

L1ab-the linufed reSonrges and'

dimension and the memories,
particularly of the victims per-
sist flar long and are transinit-
ted fromn generation to genera-
tion,

Mind set in favour of the
peace accord

Secretary of the Ministry of
CHT Affairs emphasised on
adopting a unanimous ap-
proach in lutcrprcling the
Peace Accord. He opined that
the accord has upheﬂ] the spir-
its of sovereignty, democracy
and human rights. Though the
accord was signed by two con-
tracting parties, the responsi-
bility to implement the accord
and ultimately to restore peace
i the region lies upon the en-
tire nation - not only the gov-
ernment or the hill people or
the Bengalls. It is time that the
gains from the peace accord
should be sustalned, under-
stood, well-comprehended and
consolidated. As the entire na-
tion owned the Language
Movement or the Liberation
War, similar support from the
entire nation iIs required to Im-
plement peace in the CHT.
There should be a sense of be-
longing and participation by all
the communities concerned to
the peace building initiatives in
the CHT.

Prof. Moniruzzaman Miah

dialogues at different levels all

over the country to make people

understand why peace was a ne-
cessity in the CHT and what
this accord will bring for the
country. There should be at-
tempits to create a national con-
sensus on the issSue so that both
the hill people and the Bengalis
will have the feeling of owner-
ship about the accord. He
opined that such steps on dis-

cussing about the accord should
have taken place before signing

lhe treaty, but.it is still not too
late,
Prof. Mesbah pointed out

that political parties should put

national interest over local po-
litical Interests. It is alleged
that as PCJSS
emerge as a strong political
force in the CHT in future elec-
tions. Local political interests
are becoming a major factor in
implementing the provisions of
the peace accord.

It was suggested that all con-
cerned groups, not only the po-

litical parties, but alsa the anili-

tary ;and " the, bureauygracy"
s-.hunfri set their minds in be-
lieving in the Accord and act
accordinglv. Mr. Salahuddin
pomted out that despite signing

the Peace Accord, we have not
vel succeeded to disabuse our
11l

{Understanding and
integrating the hill
people

Dr. Iftikharuzzaman sug-
gested the introduction of topics
related to ethnic and minority
studies in school curriculum. If
we really want to change our
mind-set we must inform our
next generation about the true
identity of the smaller ethnic
groups living in the CHT or in
any other part of the country

Prof. Imtiaz proposed that
Bangla Academy could bring
out a thematic dictionary on
different languages like
Bengali, Chakma, Marma,
I'ripura etc. Institute of Modern
Language of Dhaka University
conducts language courses on
French, German, Japanese. but
not on the languages of people
living in the CHT. It is unfortu-
nate that we do not have any
idea about the languages of our
neighbours li\'in% within this
same geographical entity. Such

proposed the holding of similar

is going to

a thematic dictionary will go a
long way in understanding the
hill people and their different
life-styles. He also proposed
that independent study and re-
search on the languages of the
ethnic groups within the struc-
ture of the Bangla Academy
may be conducted; or renaming
the Bangla Academy as Deshio
Bhasha Academy or Language
Academy. A departiment on in-
digenous studies in different
universities of the country
should be created immediately
and the indigenous people can
easily take the initiative. Prof.
Imtiaz also clarified that the
myth that the hill people were
against the liberation war of
1971 is not true - the storv has
other side as well. It was the
feudal leaders among the hill
people who took decisions defy-
ing the overall opinion and
general feeling of the iribal
groups. Prof. Anwar Hossain
(DG of Bangla Academy) In-
formed the session that Bangla
Academy is going to publish
three volumes on the role of
three hill districts in the libera-
tion war of Bangladesh which
will help in changing the mind-
set about the hill people.

Maj. Gen. (retd.) Ibrahim
proposed more business and
communication with Hill peo-
ple. This will help them to

think more as Bangladeshis
and reduce the psychological
barriers. Similarly, rof.
Maniruzzaman Mianh com-
mented that the tribal commu-
nities needed to be integrated
with the process of 'modernity’

Looking beyond
extreme Bengali
nationalism

Prof. Mesbah stressed on
thinking beyond extreme
Bengall nationalism. Though

the liberation war of 1971 was
fought with the spirit of Bengali
nationalism, different ethnic
groups living within this terri-
tory took active part in the war
Research showed that there are
about 70 ethnic groups living in
Bangladesh, but the constitu-
tion formed in 1972 totally ig-
nored their rights and identity
as separate ethnic groups and
upheld the Bengali hegemonic
nationalism. He opined that as
Bangladesh is a "multinational
state” and the Bengalis are the
majority, . their. responsibility
“ts:mruciymores Uitless we bring
burselves out of the extremities
of hegemonic nationalism,
permanent peace in the CHT
would remain unachievable
Mr. Sabur disagreed on terming
Bangladesh as a "multinational
state” on the basis of numeric

Dr. Iftekharuzzaman also
agreed that we have a sponta-
neous Bengali hegemonic ten-
dency amongst us. This needs to
be changed so that we can show
proper respect to the ethnic
groups and create a space for
them. He stressed on rethinking
the concepts of nationalism,
Bengali nationalism in particu-
lar, and the components or the
founding pillars of the Bengali
nationhood.

Speakers at the dialogue
pointed out several weaknesses
of the Peace Accord signed. Still
most of them termed the sign-
ing of the Peace Accord as his-
toric, the very first right step
towards the right direction. It
was argued that it has created a
golden opportunity before the
nation to learn lessons from
the past misdeeds and to build
sustainable peace in the CHT
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More pain than pleasure
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lowing the signing of the Ac-
cord. Non-governmental orga-
nizations, both local and inter-
national. have become active
following governmental with-
drawal of restrictions. The eu-
phoria, however, has mostly
died down and the issue of de-
velopment is already under
pressure for two Kkey reasons.
Firstly, international donors
are still waiting for full stabil-
ity, including the fulfillment of
the provisions of the Accord
But then, there is a Catch-22 in
this, for stability and even ful-
fillment of some of the provi-
sions of the Accord could come
about only with the flow of
donor money and not by way of
its deferment.

Secondly, and this is more
relevant in the context of the
rationale for the Hill people's
struggle, the region is now bein
flooded with NGO activities, al
of them working with their
own, albeit modernist, ideas of
development. There has been a
total lack of emphasis on sus-
tainable development, the re-
sult of which is that the Hill
»eople are now being submerged
)y a notion of development
inimical to their life and
living. If the state has been
hostile to the autonomous
development of the CHT, the
post-Accord semblance of
antonomy and the follow up
developmental activities {s now
posing a threat to the
traditional life and lving of
the Hill people

4. Gender and Women's Se-
curity: Gender issues have not
received serious attention, ex-
cept for the inclusion of 2 tribal
and 1 non-tribal female mem-
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bers in the Regional Council.

ward communities,
like.
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Reports indicate that women
Hill members continue to suffer
from insecurity, including sex-
ual harassment, unlawful pun-
ishment and even rape. Failure
to publish the inquiry report on
Kalpana Chakma has added to
the Hill women's state of inse-
curity.

o. ldentity and Culture:
There has been a significant re-
treat in this field. particularly
in the Accord's depiction of the
Hill people as "tribal.” Critics
maintain that the use of
“Jumma nation®™ would have
gone a long way in diffusing the
tension in the CHT since the
change would have eroded the
ugt‘-(ﬂtl sense of inferiority that
s so much a part of the word
“tribal.” Moreover. the flailure
to give constitutional recogni-
tion to the cultural distinctive-
ness of the Hill people has Kept
alive the tension and the ratio-
nale for a continued struggle on
this issue. Finally, "culture® be.
ing a mere construction there is
also an absolute lack of imagi-
nation and innovative inter-
vention in this area, reproduc-
ing further the tension between
urban dwellers and cultivators,
elite and underprivileged, mod-
ernists and traditionalists.
relatively advanced and back-
and the

Time possibly has come to

reflect on and work imagina-
tively in the areas of relative
success and the areas ol stale-
mate and contention and not be
blinded by some of success ar-
eas of the Accord. Anything less
could rob and submerge the lat-
ter!

The author is Professor of
Relations.



