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High private phone
charges in Rajshahi

RAJSHAHI, A 2: Private
telephone call and fax shops are
excessively higher rates
from the clients in Rajshahl.
private telephone and
fax call shops have been estab-
lished like mushroom here and
there in the city and the suburbs
during the last few years. But the
rates for nationwide-dialing
(NWD) calls of telephone and fax
charged by these shops are not
the same. Each of these shops
has its own rate. They usually
charge rates two to three times
more than the actual rate of the
Telegraph and Telephone (T&T)
Board.

Even the same shop charge

different rates from different
ns for the call at the same
time and of the same duration,

As a result, the clients get
confused and often argue with
the personnel of these shops.

Even these shops charge
higher rates during public holi-
days. They do not also follow the
dull hour rates. According to the
T&T Board sources, rates become
the highest during peak hour
which starts from 8 am and ends
at 6:00 pm. The charges are lower
by about one-third up to 11:00
pm. From 11:00 pm to 8:00 am,
the rates become almost half the
amount. But these private tele-
phone and fax shops charge the

From Abdul Wadood

same highest rate for all the time.

These private telephone and
fax shops do not charge bills per
unit, rather these have fixed rates
of calls per minute. So a client has
to pay for the whole one minute,
Thus these shops earn a good
profit.

Local T&T Board office sources
said that there were no clear-cut
rules to supervise and regulate
the activities of these shops.

People involved in this trade
are allowed to make a maximum
of 20 per cent profit, said a T&T
Board official, on condition of
anonymity, admitting that they
were well-informed of the indis-
criminate profits of these shops.
“But we do not and some tmes
cannot intervene with them for
our corruption and lack of ade-
quate rules and proofs,” he sald.

People who are involved in this
trade satisfy the T&T Board ofli-
clals.

An owner of such a shop at
Sonadighi crossing in the city
admitted that they were permit-
ted to make 20 per cent profit.

Another owner at Shaheb
Bazar zero point also admitted
that they were permitted for
making 20 per cent profit, but
they made more profit than that.
"We become empty handed at the
end of each month after payment
of all bills like house rent, salary,

electricity bills and tolls if we
charge 20 per cent more than the
actual rate of T&T Board," he sald
adding, “To make a minimum
profit we have to charge at least
50 per cent higher."

However, whatever it may be,
sufferers are the common people.

Seminar

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY, Aug
2: Speakers at a seminar under-
scored the need for upgrading the
services in libraries in public
universities to help improve the
standard of university education.

The speakers were addressing
the seminar titled "Problems of
personnel Administration in
Public University Libraries in

adesh: A Study of Selected
Libraries” held at the Institute of
adesh Studies (IBS) of the

university with educationist Prof
AHM Zehadul Karim in the chair.

M phil fellow of IBS Kamran
Reza Chowdhury presented the
research proposal on the topic.

The seminar was attended,
among others by, Prof Zainul
Abedin, Prof Abdul Quadir
Bhulyan, Prof Abdur Rahman
Siddiqui, Prof Priti Kumar Mitra,
Prof Tareque M T Rahman, and
Prof AKM Mahbubuzzaman.
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' Date: 20-4-2000

A Bid Bond equivalent t«
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Biddut /' lana-148(5)
DFP-18598-30,/7

2000-200

G-1386

)}

bidder or their representative if any
of opening nor it' will bé received throug
BPDB reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids without assigning any

BPDB's Local

P~ Tender Notice
ST FAA RTed Aeu Wik men? |
S5 FNAIFHE T1F XA FFA G 476 B |

Sealed local tender are hereby invited by the Bangladesh Power Development
Board for the procurement of following materials:

Description of matenals

3

Gas Fired Boiler 2.00 Tons Capacity and Tk 1,000/
essential spares including Installation, |
b - | Testing & Commissioning 5

The expenditure will be booked under operation & maintenance budget 2000-2001.

A complete set of tender document may be purchased by interested bidders on
submission of written application and upon payment of non-refundable fee of Taka
1,000 (taka one thousand only) in the shape of Bank Draft/Pay Order favouring
Director, Purchase, Power Development Board, Dhaka.
5% (two and half per cent) of the offered price shall be
submitted with tender. Tender will be received up to 11:00 AM and will be opened at
11:30 AM on the same date as mentioned on Col No 5 above in presence of the intending
. Tender document will neither be sold on the day §
h'TelexX/Fax/ Post /Coufier étc. * s >

2

e A i
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~ Cost of | Date of opening

tender & receiving of
_ tender
4 5

! 4-9-2000

|

Director, Purchase
BPDB, Dhaka

- Lalchand of Molladang.
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From Our Correspondent
Seminar on

child rights

RAJSHAHI, Aug 2: Speakers at
a seminar on "Children’s Aware-
ness of Rights" said that rights of
the children should be ensured to
make a just and oppression free
society.

Rajshahi Shishu Academy and
'Suniti,’ an organisation working
on child rights jointly organised
the seminar at the Shishu Acad-
emy auditorium recently.

President over by Rajshahl
Shishu Academy Organiser
Shukhen Mukhopadhyal, the
seminar was addressed, among
others, by the chief guest Wajed
Mahmud, Chief Editor of the
Dainik Prothom Provat, secretary
of the NGO Swa-Unnayan
Mustafizur Rahman Khan and
columnist Hasan Mir.

Poet and an organiser of
Shwadhin Bangla Betar Kendra
Belal Mohammad presented the
keynote paper.

Later, on a cultural competi-
tion for the children was held. The
winners of the competition was
given prizes.

10 injured

in clash
At least 10 people were injured
in a clash among the residents of

two neighbouring villages of |

Pulpara and Molladang In
Mohanpur upazila last Friday
noon.

A cow of Bhola of Pulpara ate
paddy saplings in the field of
They
quarreled and at one stage locked

in hand-to-hand fight. Later on, |

their supporters armed with
bamboo sticks and sharp weap-
ons rushed to the spot and locked
in clash.

Ataur Rahman, 25, of Pulpara
village was admitted into
Rajshahi Medical College Hospi-
tal in a critical condition while five
other seriously injured were
admitted into Mohanpur Upazila
Health Complex.

Two separate cases were filed |

in this connection in Mohanpur
upazila

Santal Rebellion
Day observed

A discussion meeting was held
at the premises of Pachandor
Union Parishad in Tanore upazila
to observe the Santal Rebellion
Day on last Friday afternoon.

Convenor of Santal Rebellion
Day Celebration Committee
Durbin Kishu presided over the
meeting. Tanore Upazila Nirbahi
Officer Anisur Rahman was the
chief guest in the discussion
meeting and Upazila Assistant
Commissioner (Land) AFM Firoj
was the special guest.

Among others, the meeting was
also addressed by Badhair Union
Parishad chairman Prof Lutfar
Rahman, Pachandor Union
Parishad chairman Golam
Robbany, Hopna Kisku, Paban
Marandi, Martin Hasda, Bharat
Baski and Shuklal Kisku.

q--3 (S 0)/ 3a-d

Arsenic-free water
rare in Netrakona

From Jahangir Alam
NETRAKONA, Aug 2: Water of that acute scarcity of arsenic-free
many tubewells here have been waleris here.
contaminated with arsenic. A spokesman of the ent
Many people have already of Public Health Engineering

bﬁchdattat:kcd with arsenic
related diseases drinking water
from these tubewells.

But they are being deprived o
proper treatment as the govc:n
ment 1s yet to provide adequate
treatment facilities to arsenic
victims.

The Department of Public
Health Engineering (DPHE) iIs yet
to conduct any survey for detec-
tion of the actual number of
arsenic affected persons here,

Thousands of families in 10
upazilas have been facing an
acute scarcity of arsenic-free
water. Many of them are now
compelled to drink water from red
marked tubewells while others
collect tubewell water from dis-
tant places facing many hazards.

Kashem All of Kalmakanda
upazila, Nur Mohammed of
Durgapur upazila, Abdur Rahim
of Kendua upazila complained
that their children and neigh-
bours have been suffering from
skin diseases while some other
people of Atpara, Madan and
Barhatta u have also been
suffering from arsenic related
diseases.

However, the civil surgeon of
Netrakona told The Dally Star
that no fresh attack of the disease
have been reported. He admitted

(DPHE) said that they had already
sealed off 500 tubewells in 10
upazilas. They have installed 174
tubewells, But 450 more
tubewells are needed to meet the
requirements, he said.

Tea Board
chairman at
Ghorashal

Chairman of the Tea Board,
Danlel Islam, on Sunday visited
the factory of Unlon Tea Company
at Ghorashal in Narsingdl, says a
press release,

He was very impressed observ-
ing a modern management sys-
tem. He sald that the demand for
Bangladeshi tea was slowly but
steadily increasing in the world
market.

Vice-Chairman of Union Tea
Raquibul Kabir, Direc-
tor Nasreen Kabir, Manager,
Purchase and Production
Tozammel Hossaln, Manager,
Sales and Marketing Harun-ur
Rashid, and Manager, Finance
Mahfuzur Rahman were present
during his visit.

1. Tender Notice
No

opening of the
tender

8. Eligibility
contractor/ firm

of

DFP-18572-30/7
G-1385

Government of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer
PWD Division, Kushtia

Tender Notice

54 /2000-2001.

day at 12.15 PM.

Enlisted & valid PWD bldg
contractor/ firm
according to their financial
capacity.

2. Name of work Const of Lalon Academy
Complex at Swaria in the
Dist of Kushtia.
S.H:-Const of boundary wall
East site).
3. Estimated cost Tk 5,87,504/ =
4. Earnest money Tk 11,750/ =
5. Place of selling : All office of the Executive
and receiving of  Engineer, PWD Division,
tender Kushtia under PWD Circle,
Jessore.
6. Last date of : 16.8.2000 during the office
selling tender flours. T 747 Ul —TORInE |
7. LA Le of : Up to 12.00 Noon of 17.8.2000
receiving and & will be opened on the same

of PWD

Executive Engineer

PWD Division, Kushtia
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Rajshahi City Corporation has begun a mosquito eradication
drive recently in the wake of alarming rise in dengue patients
everywhere. Photo shows the city mayor, Mijanur Rahman Minu
inspecting a city area during the drive. -Star photo

Bangladeshi national handed over

From Staff Correspondent
SYLHET Aug 2: The Indian BSF on Monday handed over the
deshi national to the Bangladesh authorities, who was kid-
napped three days ago, sald an official.

Kotal Miah, 60, when loitering inside the Bangladesh territory
near the zero line along the border pillar number 1367 in the
Bobarthal-Pallathal border on Saturday mo , some members of
BSF took away him into the Indian territory foreibly. The BDR lodged
a strong protest and asked the BSF for immediate handing over of
the kidnapped deshi. A company level flag meeting was held
from 1130 to 1330 hours on Sunday when the Indians alleged that,
the adesh national had entered into the Indian territory ille-
gally. But, the BDR denied the allegation.

Jamaat leader among 4 held

CHITTAGONG, Aug 2: Four people, including a Jamaat leader,
were sent to jail on charge of attacking a thana and firing on the
police, reports UNB.

Judge on the Public Safety Act AN M Basirullah issued the order
when they appeared before the court on Monday. They are: Jamaat

leader of Satkania thana unit Dr Nurul Haque and activists
\ Solaiman, Jafar Iqbal and Jasimuddin.iThe aotivists o Jamaat-
Shibir attacked Satkania thana after police arrested a charge-
sheeted Jamaat leader Shahjahan Chowdhury on March 17 this

year.,

Ban defied

MOULVIBAZAR, Aug 2: The brickfield owners here are indiscrimi-
nately using firewood to burn the bricks cutting the threes and
uprooting the bamboo clusters making the environment vulnerable,

reports UNB.

Though there is a strict ban on using firewood in the brickfields
owners violating the government prohibition are using firewood
instead of coal since long. Brickfield owners alleged that due to short
supply of coal and its comparative high price in the market they are
compelled to use firewood to burn their bricks before the advent of
monsoon. Environmentalists said that rampant cutting of trees for
use as fuel in the brickfields would adversely effect the ecological
balance of. They called upon the authorities concerned to take strin-

gent measures against the violators of government order.

Phensidyl bottles recovered

COMILLA, Aug 2: Police in two separate drives here recovered 150
bottles of Indian phensidyl and arrested three people on Saturday,
reports UNB.

Police said they arrested Abdur Rab, 30, from a Dhaka-bound bus
at Bazar on Dhaka-Chittagong highway and recovered 48
bottles of phensidyl from his jon. In another drive, police
seized 100 bottles of smuggled phensidyl from a Dhaka-bound
private car at Daudkandi toll plaza and arrested the driver and
owner of the car. The arrested are driver Babul Hossain and car
owner Sohel of Sujanagar upazila in Pabna district.

Absconder arrested

COX'S BAZAR, Aug 2: One of the absconding robbers, who fled the
court hajat, was arrested after exchange of gunfire with police that
left three cops injured at Dumkhali in Chakaria upazila on Monday

night, reports UNB.

Arrested Siraj Dakat is among the 18 robbers who ran away from
the court hajat by throwing bombs at police and breaking the cell on
April 10. On secret information police raided Dumkhali area when
Siraj Dakat, sensing impending trouble, fired upon the police injur-
ing three of them. Police returned the fire and finally succeeded in
capturing him. With Siraj 10 absconding dacoits have been arrested

and eight others remained fugitive.

Youth stabbed to death

BAGERHAT, Aug 2: A young man was stabbed to death allegedly
by the brother-in-law of his sister at Baroguni village in Chitalmari
upazila on Tuesday, reports UNB.

Police said Alim Munshi and his 4 or 5 associates indiscriminately
stabbed Hossain Ali Molla, 25, over previous enmity killing him on
the spot. Police took the body to hospital for autopsy. A case was filed
in this connection.

Prizes distributed

NAOGAON, Aug 2: The prize-giving ceremony of Bishaw Shahitta
Kendra of Naogaon district branch was held at the government
Krishna Dhan High School premises recently, BSS.

The Mayor of Rajshahi City Corporation was the chief guest at the

function and distributed the prizes among the winners. Anwar
Zaheed, Shamoyal Bhattacharjja, Mahmood Musa among others
spoke on the occasion.

Alleged child traffickers held

JESSORE, Aug 2: Police arrested three alleged child traffickers
after rescuing a minor boy from their possession here on Tuesday.
reports UNB.

The traffickers were identified as Chan Mia, son of Miraj of
Nababganj, Dhaka, Rezaul, son of Abdul Majid of Ghourpur,
Satkhira and Imam All, son of Suruj Mia in Kishoreganj district.
Kotwali police rescued the boy identified Russel, 11, son of Atabur
Rahman of Demra in Dhaka. He was being trafficked to India. Police
said the traffickers were caught on their way to Benapole border. A

case was filed with Kotwali police.

Four dacoits arrested
JHENIDAH, Aug 2: A of dacoits attacked a bus
near Jhenidah town on D -Banapol highway and looted cash
and valuables of the ers on esday, reports BSS.
The dacoits are stated to have looted from the passengers' valu-
ables and cash worth about Taka 1500 lakh. The cash included
Bangladesh currency and US dollar. Passenger said that the dacoits

boarded the bus in the guise of at as it reached
near Jhenidah town they halted the bus, beat up the passengers and
looted their cash and g

ongings.
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