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Djorkaeff puts
rumours to
rest

COLOGNE, Germany, Aug 2:
French world champion Youri
Djorkaeff finally turned up for
training at Kalserslautern
Wednesday, ending rumours
that he would not play a second
season for the Bundesliga out-
fit, reports AFP.

Questioned about whether
Djorkaeff would turn up or not
this week coach Otto Rehhagel
sald with an uncertain grin:
“Let's walt and see’.

The 32-year-old midfielder,
a celebrated member of France's
Euro 2000 winning team, re-
turned to the fray just 10 days
before the new Bundesliga sea-
son kicks off.

It Is still highly uncertain
however that he will see out the
season In Germany.

Asia to take on
the World again

UNDATED, Aug 2 (Internet
report): The third one-day limn-
ited overs match between Asia
XI and the Rest of the World XI
will be held in Mumbai either
in December or January

India's Free Press Journal
reported on Monday that this
will be the third match of thp
series, which began with Asia's
single run victory in Dhaka and
continued with the Rest of the
World side's 15-run win over a
depleted Asia XI at The Oval las!
weekend.

Quader helpless

From page 13
pincing. There exisl
pvested interests other than the
lack of security and crowd. Are
you fully convinced with their
excuses?

0Q: No, I'm not (convinced).
They can easily play there
What I believe is that if they
don't try and improve the stan-
dard of the game, crowd will au-
tomatically start losing inter-
est. What happened in late BOs
and early 90s? There were lots
of crowds in Mirpur

DSS: Recently you have said
that BNS would only be used for
international tournament.
Now, is it not contrary to your
statement that BNS has also
been given for local football
league?

OQ: This will happen in this
season only. From the next year
neither cricket league nor loot-
ball league will be plaved at the
BNS. It will be exclusively pre-
served for international tour-
naments. Cricket will also play
their local league at the BNS for
the last time this season. Local
cricket league will be played at
the Fatullah Stadium while
football league will be played in
Saidabad from the next season

DSS: But you told the crickel
world during our campaign for
Test status that BNS is an ex-
clusive cricket.venue... Bul.the
reality was different. Wasn'tit a
cheating?

0Q: I would not say it was a
cheating. Well. if vou spv that |
doin’t mind. 'nt not asbioaned ol
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0OQ: That's not true. Both the
stadinms will be ready belore
Nnext seasoll

DSS: But no Jootball offi-
cials accompanied you when
you visited Saidabad Stadium
(wo weeks back.

0Q: Yes that's true. At that
time, the BFF officials were
pressing for their demand to ex-
tend the allotment of BNS.
That's why they did not go with
nie. But, believe me, they all are
eagerly waiting to play in Said-
abad.

DSS: Observers predict that
the fate of the Fatullah Stadium
would embrace that of Mirpur.

0Q: | don't think so. Because
the standard of cricket has gone
up and the crowd would love to
watch cricket wherever you
play. In modern countries, sta-
diums are located outside the
city. 1 hope cricket lovers would
accept that.

DSS: Then what [s your plan
for Mirpur Stadium?
~  0Q: No plans. It will be used
the way it is now bt&ingi used.
Football will be played there
occasionally. There are also
athletics facilities in Mirpur.
What football organisers want
is BNS along with Mirpur. They
will hold the insignificant
matches in Mirpur and impor-
tant matches at the BNS. They
have also asked for the Army
stadium for football. Besides,
we have Bangladesh Games
ahead, which will also be held
at Mirpur.

Everybody think football
should go to Mirpur. But foot-
ball does not think in that line.
They think they have been de-
ported to Mirpur. It's a mental
problem, and none can help
themm out unless they start
thinking in right direction.
BNS has become a matter of
prestige to football organisers.

- DSS: Don't you think that
you should be reallstic rather
than being politicised while
discharging your dutles?

0Q: Well that's not possible

in Bangladesh. | am a minister

of a particular political party.
To go against the interest of my
party Is very tough.

DSS: You have spent four
years dl the post. Could you
please explain us how were
those clays?

00 1t was a challenging Job

for me because 1 did lot of poli-

tics iy career, but never
mixed with sports. Naturally,
when | took over, | had a doubt
about my being successful. [t
ook some tine %ur me to under-

stand the sports arena as a
| also visited almost all

whole
the districts to know about the

state ol their sporting activities
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24 BARCELONA,
2y Spain. Aug 2:
Stung by the de-
yarture of Luls
ijgo, FC Barc-
elona has man
aged to hold on to their other
big superstar, Rivaldo, by rall_ﬁ-_‘
ing his salary to more than 5.6
million dollars per year, news
reports said Wednesday, reports
AP,

The deal, which more than
doubles Rivaldo's salary and
makes him one of the world's
highest-pald soccer players,
was reached late Tuesday in
talks with Barcelona's new
president Joan Gaspart. -

The agreement retains the 15
billion peseta (84 million dol-
lars buyout clause included in
Rivaldo's contract. The latter
was not extended, and still runs
through June 2003, newspapers
said.

Neither Rivaldo nor Gaspart
would talk numbers, but Span-
{sh media put the Brazilian
midfielder's new alter-tax
salary at more than a billion
pesetas (5.6 million dollars per
year).

"~ Two sports dailies, Marca
and As, put the figure at 1.1 bil-

-
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Rivaldo gets his way with Barca

lion pesetas (6.2 million dol-
lars).

Reports sald Rivaldo had
held out for as much as 1.3 bil-
lion pesetas (7.3 million dol-
lars) but backed down in ex-

chiatige Lol Barcelona's agreeing

RIVALDO
not to beef up his buyout clause

Rivaldo., who transferred to
Barcelona from Spanish side
Deportivo in 1997, complained
last season that then-president
Josep Luis Nunez reneged on a

promise to sweeten his contract
and made clear that unless he
got more money he would seek
employment elsewhere.

Liumrgiug from Tuesday
night's  salary talks In
Barcelona, Rivaldo said: "1 am

leased, 1 always sald I was
wappy with Barcelona. This
dispute surfaced, but I always
belleved 1 would remain here.

Gaspart blamed archrival
Real Madrid for the latest bout
of salary inflation In Spanish
soccer.

Last month, debt-laden Real
acquired Figo by paying
Barcelona 60 million dollars to
cover his buyout clause and
then setting Figo's yearly salary
at 800 million pesetas (4,4 mil-
lion dollars).

Of Rivaldo's ralse, Gasparl
said: "This has happened be-
cause of other people's earlier
madness, but now it's all over.
We are entering a more stable
phase.” .

Prior to raising Rivaldo’s
salary Barcelona rejected a
transfer offer from AC Milan.

Rivaldo was to join the rest
of the team Wednesday at their
preseason training camp i the
Dutch town of Hoenderloo.

Robson’s wordls for home-bound Juninhg

LONDON, Aug 2:
Middlesbrough
hoss Bryan Rob-
son Is to keep a
close watch on his
midfielder Jun-
inho, who is finally cutting
his losses and returning home
to Brazil on a year's loan deal
with Vasco Da Gama, reports

AFP

The 27-year-old, still offi-
cially an Atletico Madrid
plaver, has opted to return to
South America after Boro re-
fused to meet the asking price to
make his temporary move to
the Riverside Stadium perma-
nent

Robson paid out 1.5 million
pounds (2.25m dollars]) last sea-
son to hand Juninho a second
spell on Teesside. But the
Spaniards, who were relegated
from their top flight at the end
of last season, wanted another
5.9m (8.85m dollars) before
they would hand over his regis-
tratioil

Robson said: "I know many
ol our supporters are passionate
about Juninho. I'lm a big fan of
his too - that's why I've brought
him to Teesside twice.

‘But given the 5.9m asking
price, there are other players
that we feel offer better value
for money at the present time

Madrid would not move on
the fee, and that's why | suppose
there have been ne offers for
Y

I think tlns 1S probably a
goad move lor Juninho to go
back to Brazil on a vear's loan

We will wish him well and we
will monitor his progress over
there,”

Juninho said he hopes the
move will help him regain his
place in the Brazilian national
side.

"I'n delighted withh the
move." he 1L‘.l]'.ll.‘kl‘

"I'm glad everything is sorted

JUNINHO

oult for next scasomn.

M see this @s a.mave-which
eam; Kick-start my interna-
tibiral ambitions again. I think
this is the best move for me be-
cause of that.”

The news will come as a blow
to those sections of the Boro
support which have revered the
little Brazilian ever since he
made his 4.75m (7.125m dollar)
move from Sao Paulo iIn
November 1995 and set the
Premliership alight.

His mercurial form during
his first spell at the club took
him close to the country's
Plaver of the Year title in his
first full season, with only
Chelsea's Gianfranco Zola win-
ning more votes

But Boro's relegation to Di-
vision One after a whirlwind
season which took them to both
domestic cup finals saw Jun-
inho head off to Spain for 12m
(18m dollar) in a bid to keep his
international career alive.

However, a broken leg cost
him much of the first campaig
- and he was never really able to
rediscover his best form.

Back at Boro the breathtak-
ing form of Juninho's first En-
glish adventure largely eluded
him. and he even suffered the
ignominy of having to sit on the
bench for a series of ganes as
Middlesbrough were f[orced to
dig deep to turn around a mid-
season slump.

In all the South American
started 29 games and appeared
in another four as a substitute.

scoripng. four, goals,  But apart, I

ftom a late flour{sh he was un-
ableto retapturée mich of the
magic still firnnly embedded in
the memories of the (ans

—

FIFA’s crucial Zurich meeting

ZURICH, Switzer-
land. Aug 2: The
World Cup bidding
process will be pul
under the spot-
light during the
first meeting of

world football's governing body
FIFA here Thursday since thie
furore following the awarding

of the 2006 World Cup to Ger-
many. reports AFP.

FIFA president Sepp Blatter
who favours the rotation of the
sporting event by continent and
was backing the South African
bid. will instigate a wide-rang-
ing discussion into the selec-
tion process at the executive
meeting.

The South Africans have al-
ready requested that Germany's
victory in the race to host the
2006 event be examined by an
arbitration panel.

But the FIFA president also
wants the 203 national associ-
ations to discuss a readjust-
ment in the composition of the
executive committee to end the
European stranglehold on
power in football's governing
body

The executive committee
meeting will be a tough test lor
Blatter, who plans to stand for
second term in 2002, and is fac-
ing a stiff challenge after fail-
ing to deliver the vote for Soutl

Renewed
bid for
Zidane

MADRID, Aug 2: Spanish gi-
ants Real Madrid are launching
a renewed bid In their campaign
to acquire the services of
French superstar Zinedine Zi-
dane. the Spanish dally AS re-
ported Wednesday, reports AFP

New club president Flo-
rentino Perez Is ready to offer
Serie A runners-up Juventus 50
million dollars for the 28-year-
old striker plus Brazilian mid-
flelder Flavio Conceicao, who
the club are in the process of ne-
gotiating a 16.6 million dollar
deal for with Spanish champi-
ons Deportivo La Coruna.

Conceicao, 26, is being tar-
getted by Juventus and with the
nmoney from Zidane's transfer
the Itallan side could also af-
ford to recrult Italian interna.
tlonal striker Christian Vieri
from Inter Milan, AS reported.

Zidane, whose wife s Span-
ish, was one of the top players
during the Euro 2000 champi-
onship and led Fratce to the ti-
tle when they defeated Italy 2-1
with an extra-time golden goal.

Africa in Zurich in July.

Too much power lies with
one confederation (Europe). We
have to find a new balance, oth-
erwise Europe will always find
a way of organising World
Cups.” said Blatter

"
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SEPP BLATTER.

During the last executive
committee | told members that
we have the proof that It is nec-
essary to rotate the World Cup
through the six confederations.”
said Blatter,

The principle of rotation. «
limitation in the number ol
candidates by continent aun the
appointimment of hosts for two
successive World Cup tourna-

thents at the same time will
also be discussed.

"I have hope that a solution
can be found. It's a long, tough
battle. We have four years be-
fore the next bid for a host for
the 2010 World Cup.

"This should not in any way
diminish the achievement of
the German bidders in attain-
ing the success they had sought
with a prolonged and highly
convincing campaign that
combined characteristic Ger-
man thoroughness with style
and imagination,” said Blatter.

‘Rather, the discussion is in-
tended to be a first airing of
views on how the established
system may be modified to meet
even the most exacting de-
mands of equal opportunity
and transparency.”

South Africa contend that
the final 12-11 outcome in
Germany's favour should not be
allowed to stand because Ocea-
nia delegate Charles Dempsey
was mandated to vote for South
Africa, but instead controver-
sially abstained claiming he
was put 'under intolerable pres-
sure’ by unnaimed figures on the
fringe of the bidding process.

Whether Blatter gains sup-
port for his changes could set
the scene for the 2002 race for
FIFA's top job.

“A four year term is too little
to carry out all the work. I want
to achieve my aims. Yes, God
willlnﬁ. [ will be there in 2002
to seek another term," he added.

During the executive com-
mittee meeting this week a de-
cision will also be taken on who
will host the 2003 womens'
World Cup between two candi-
dates Australia and China.

BN PIEE £58
2 7 ) BUNDES il

\ * \ L

fopa. (- - 'I . A % b H :
DFB-Liga-Pokal [ FBjﬂiga-Pc} IS (D)) tono
Sieger 2000 poieger 2000 = \ASZ4A U

A

Weah comes to
- Man City

MANCHESTER, England,
Aug 2: Former World Footballer
of the Year George Weah jolned
English Premlership club
Manchester City on Tuesday
and fmmedlately set his sights
on getting back Into European
competition, reports AFP.

Weah was released from his
contract by Itallan glants AC
Milan last week, having falled
to agree an extenslon to his
loan perlod at Chelsea, and
quickly agreed to a two-year
contract at Maine Road.

The 33-year-old Liberian
imternational had been negoti-
ating with Fulham but the First
Division club were unwilling to
nmeet his wage demands.

Weah could make his debut
in the friendly against Stock-
port on Saturday.

‘I will come here and give ey-
erything and | think we will go
into Europe,” said Weah. "That
is the alin and a club like this
deserves to be in Europe.

“We have a young team who
are already going to fight hard.
we need to work together and |
am Jlooking forward to being
part of the squad.”

Delighted City manager Joe
Rovle confirmed that he was
still hoping to sign West Ham's
(osta Rican forward Paulo
Wanchope for more than four
million pounds within the nexi
24 hours.

BUCHAREST, Aug 2 (Reu
ters/Internet): New Romania
coach Ladislau Boloni wants to
talk midfielder Gheorghe Hagi
out of international retireiment
to spearhead the country's 2002
World Cup campaign.
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GHEORGHE HAGI
"Several Romanian players
decided to quit the national
team, some others are showing
signs of ageing,” Boloni said on
Tuesday.

“But the great loss would be

(captain) Gheorghe HaEi's re-
tirement. I'll try to make him -

'change his mind."

Key defender Gheorghe
Popescu has also announced he
mith not play for Romania in
a friendly against Poland in
Bucharest later this month.
Midfielder Ionut Lupescu and
goalkeeper Florin Prunea have
also ended their international
careers.

Boloni said he would con-
tinue to rely on exiles for the
qualifying tournament, as well
as searching out young talent in
the domestic championship.

"For the tinie being, I'll call
at least 16 players from the 18-
man squad from foreign clubs,”
Boloni said.

"In the longer run, my main
aim is to build a balanced
squad, with older and younger
players.”

"Even if young players are
not skilled enough to face a
strong squad like current Euro-
pean Cup finalists Italy, they
must have a role in the national
squad," Boloni said.

Boloni's contract runs until
the finals in July 2002 but he is
looking beyond that date. "l am
already thinking of the 2006
World Cup in Germany.” he
said.

German Leaguc Cup
Bayern lift title
in style

LEVERKUSEN, Germany,
Aug 2: Bayern Munich, alded by
a superb second half hattrick
from Alexander Zickler,
thrashed Hertha Berlin 5-1 to
lift the German Lea%‘ue Cup on
Tuesday, reports AFP.

Zickler scored In the 50th,
67th and 85th minutes while
German International striker
Carsten Jancker got one in the
53rd. To compound Hertha's
misery, Sverisson netted in an
own goal in the 57th minute,

Michalke pulled back a con-
solation goal for the shell-

shocked Berliners.

Bayern Munich team members pose with the German League Cup after their victory over

Hertha Berlin in the final in Leverkusen on August 1.
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AC Milan’s new Argentine recruit Fernando Redondo

shows his jersey
August 1,

during a press conference in Milan on

—AFP photo
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Friendlz
Real maul

Milan

MILAN, Aug 2: Euro
champions Real Madrid, field-
ing an under-slreugth side,
crushed AC Milan 5-1 In a
friendly match at the San Siro
yesterday, reports Reuters,

The result was a blow to the
Italilan club's confidence ahead
of their Champions League
qualifying game against Croat-
la's Diname Zagreb next week.

Milan, despite numerous
substitutions, were fielding a
near full-strength line-up
whilst Real did not field world
record slﬂllng Luls Figo or any
of their yvers who featured at
Euro 2 :

Real opened the scoring on
the stroke of halftime with a
crisply struck drive from mid-
fielder Guti.

Seven minutes after the
break Fernando Morientes ex-
tended their lead after a neat in-
terchange with Gutl,

Guti, outstanding through-
out, then robbed Milan defender
Fablan Ayala and slotted home
the third in the 62nd minute be-
fore Cameroon international
midfielder Samuel Eto'o made
it four with a close range finish.

Andriy Shevchenko, top
scorer in Serlie A last season,
pulled one back for Milan with
an 80th minute penalty but Al-
berto Rivera completed the rout
with a right foot drive eight
minutes from time.
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BUENOS AIRES,
Ang 2: Argentine
lootballing legend
Diego Maradona
will pick up a cool
million dollars
lor the rights to
his antobiography which comes
out in October, his editor
Guillermo Schavelzon
announced Tuesday, reports
AFP.

According to Schavelzon, it's
the "first time In the history of
publishing that an Argentine
has received such a sinn”

The 320-page book which re-
counts the World Cup winners
life from his childhood to his
professional retirement will be
released by Planet books on
October 2 under the title "I am
le‘(g_{;".

~o-written by sports jour-
nalists Ernesto Cherquis Bialo
and Daniel Arcuccei with a little
help from Maradona the book
will be released simultaneously

in Argentina, Spain, Mexico
and Colouibia.

Schavelzon is pumping the
literary event for all it's worth
as he also holds the rights to an
audio, book vyersion, press
columpg and i special dnternet
project. LYo i

The book will see Maradona
look back over his career and
how a stellar start - e made his
Argentina debut afier a handfil
ol trst team matches - eventn-
ally descended into (drug pnab-

DIEGO MARADON.\
lems. suspensions and eventual
retireinent in disgrace.

He stopped plaxing

profes-

sipnally,on. Qctobir 4. 1997, |
___1he day of his 37t birthday, _ _ |

| Amillion bucks waiting for Diego

Maradona recalls how "the
first football | had was the best
present anyone ever made me in
my life. 1 was three years old
and I slept with it cradled in my
arms all night.”

The former Argentine cap-
tain started writing the book in
Havana, where he spent several
months earlier this year fol-
lowing his latest brush with co-
caine which had brought on
cardiac problems.

"] have finally decided to tell
all. There remain things to say.
With all the things | have al-
ready said I'm not sure | have
yet recounted the jmost impor-
tant aspects,” he said.

Another of his memories is
the infamous 'hand of God' goal
lie scored to help defeat England
in the 1986 World Cup finals,
while Maradona also touches
on his relationship with the
corridors of power - his meet-
ings with, among others, Argen-
tine presidents Raul Alfonsin
and Carlos Menem, Cuban dic-
lator Fidel Castro, Spain's King
Juan Carlos and Pope John
Paul Il

Maradona insists that “ev-
er}'m{rn | recount in the book is
trine, T'swe *rlﬁfl_'flw,?}le lives of

my daughters.®

i LEEDS, England,
Aug 1: Leeds Unit-

{ ed's Australian
striker Harry Ke-

well is not for
sale, not even for
a world record fee, reports AFP.

Club chairman Peter Rids-
dale insisted on Monday that
even if one of Europe's leading
clubs were to wave a 50 million-
pound cheque in their faces.
Leeds would not part with him.

Kewell, 21, hit 17 goals last
season and Leeds have been en-
gaged in talks over a new five-
vear deal which would make
him the highest-paid player at
Elland Road on around 25,000
pounds (40,000 dollars) per
week.

However, the likes of Real
Madrid could dwarf that and
are already paying almost dou-
ble that to Portuguese star Luis
Figo following his record-
breaking move from Barcelona
a week ago.

But Ridsdale says the club
must keep hold of such talent if
they are to challenge Manch-
ester United next season.

"Harry has been with us
since he was 16. We are speak-
ing to him about a new contract
and we have just made our first

i

Ridsdale won't let

and my responsibility is to the
shareholders. But the responisi-
bility is also to win things. and
yvou don't win things by selling
your best players.

"As far as we are concerned

PETER RIDSDALE
all this homegrown talent that
we have nurtured to get into the
first XI means that we want
them to stay to win troplies
with Leeds United. So Harry
Kewell is not for sale.”
Ridsdale's comments came
less than 48 hours after Leeds
manager David O'Leary spoke
about how British clubs cannot
compete with their European
counterparts because of the "ob-
scene” amounts of money in the
game today. _
Speaking on BBC Radio.
Ridsdale added: "Many of the
teams on the continent are

Kewell go_r

be called to accouinit.

"The players yon sce being
traded at the moment are what |
call inercenaries; they come in
for a period of time to this coun-
try and they go out again.

“One of the things we are Lry-
ing to engender at Leeds is that
if you grow the talent through
your youth system there is a
certain amount of loyalty and
belonging.

"Maunchester United have
demonstrated that over the past
seven yvears, and we are trying
to emulate that as well.

Sa Pinto back
at Lisbon

LISBON, Aug 2: Portuguese
international striker Ricardo
Sa Pinto will return to First Di-
vision side Sporting Lisbon af-
ter a three year break, the press
reported here Wednesday, re-
ports AFP.

The 27-year-old, who has
played for the past three years
for Spanish side Real Sociedad,
has agreed a five-vear deal with
the Portuguese outfit.

The club have reportedly

—AFP ‘photo |
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