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200 bombs seized
in West Bengal

CALCUTTA, Aug 1: In a ma-
g haul, 200 bombs were seized

m a house after one acciden-
tally exploded at Tilja village in
South 24 Pargana district, SP A
K Maliwal said, reports BSS.

Local people rushed to the
house after hearing the sound of
the explosion and later In-
formed the police, Maliwal
sald. After reaching the spot.
police found four injured men
and a cache of 200 bombs.

The victims sustained ninor
mjuries In the explosion. he
sald.

Nepalese PM in
India for
security talks

NEW DELHI, Aug 1: India’s
concerns about Pakistani in-
tclll%ruce agents operating in
neighboring Nepal will be set-
tled during talks this week,
Nepalese Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala said Tuesday,
reports AP.

The two countries have a
unique relationship under a
1950 treaty that allows citizens
to cross the border without
travel documents. But relations
were damaged last year when,
India says, Pakistanis took ad-
vantage of lax security at the
Katmandu International Air-

rt to hijack an Indian Air-
ines passenger plane to
Afghanistan,

Pakistan has rejected India’s
identification of the hijackers,
who have not been found.

Indian Airlines stopped
flights to Nepal for many
months, and resumed them

only after Nepal had strength-
ened security at the airport and
new rules were issued, requiring
air travelers between the two
countries to carry travel docu-
ments

India has called upon Nepal
to halt activities by PaKkistani

intelligence agents. Asked
about the concerns after his
ceremonial welcome at the
presidential palace in New

Delhi on Tuesdav. Koirala said
they "will be settled as we are
talking with Prime Minister
Alal Bihari Vajpavee on it.

ANwar accuses
chief justice
of being biased

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 1: In
an angry exchange with the
countrys top judge., jailed
politician Anwar Ibrahim on
Tuesday accused Chief Justice
Eusoff Chin of being biased and
close to Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohamad, reports UNB.

‘With all that 1 know of you,

subservient to the prime minis-
ter. and now beholden to him, |

partiality. end this ap & An--|
war said during a Federal Court
hearing of his appeal to force
Mahathir to testifv in his
sodomy trial.

Eusoff rejected a plea by An-
war to step out of the three-
judge bench hearing the case
and replace himself by another
judge.

"We are being tolerant,” he
told Anwar. "Your intention is
to attack me personally.”

Anwar was ar&uing his own
case just three days before a
high Court was scheduled to de-
liver a verdict in his yearlong
sodomy case. In case the Fed-
eral Court overturned an earlier
decision and rule that Mahathir
must testify, it could reopen the
sodomy trial and delay the
verdict, '

If it tlthDlds High Court
1

bbb explosion
efront of the residence of the

Judge Ariffin Jaka's ruling that
Mahathir's testimony was not
relevant, then Ariffin would go
ahead and pronounce a verdict
on Friday on whether Anwar
sodomized his former family
driver. ;

In April. Ariffin ended a six-
month effort by the defense to
subpoena Mahathir, forcing his
lawyers to approach the appel-
late court, and now, the three-

judge bench in the Federal
Coun.

Newspaper
publisher

jailed in Iran

TEHRAN, Aug 1: Tehran's
press court sentenced the pub-
lisher of the banned reformist
daily Arya to a four-month jail
term and a ban on further press
activities, newspapers reported
today, reports AFP.

Hamltrl)?eza Zohdi was found
guilty of “provoking public
opinion, publishing maﬂcimn
lies. insulting the state, eroding
the regime of the Islamic Repub-
lie and (printing) anti-state
propaganda.”

Zohdf's family told AFP that
the court had not vet formally
notified him of the verdict but
expected it to do so by the end of
the week. .

ln addition to the jail term,
the court also ordered a cash
llm:_ and the revocation of Zo-
hdl’s publication licence, pa-
pers said.

Arva was one of 19 publica-
Hions, almost all pro-reformn
Imptr's that back President Mo-

lammad Khatami, banned in a
sweeping crackdown by the
conservative courts after re-
formers won control of parlia-
ment in February,

It was considered one of (e
most open of the Newspapers
which Inttially fMlonrished after
Khatami's election Iy 1997

Mehdt Karubi, the
speaker of parliament.
Monday blasted the Mlegal and
sthitrany” closures i a meeting
with Liou's guildd of joutnilisis.
| lBulﬁrl-lrf lary chiel Avatol-

i TNy -.. a
Shahrudi I'u:ml lrcjc](!i:'J“cIalﬂs
from parliaanent to stop shut-
ting down newspapers, telling
deputies in June that Iran's
courts are independent of polit-
ical manoeuvring
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‘Speight charged with

minor crimes

Treason investigaiton on

SUVA, Aug 1: Rebel leader
George S‘Jeighl has been
charged with crimes related to a
wave of civil unrest in Fiji
which followed his coup in
May. police saild Tuesday, re-
ports AP.

The charges — against
Speight and a small group of
key advisers — did not Incﬁlde
treason, allhuug‘l]: an investiga-
tion into that charge was still
underway, Assistant Police
Commissioner Moses Driver
said.

“Speight has been charged
with minor charges only but we
are of course Investigating the
maljor crime of treason,” Driver
told The Assoclated Press.

The charges also fell outside
an amnesty period granted be-
tween the time rebel gunmen
stormed Parliament on May 19
and the date that the last of
their dozens of hostages were
released on Jug; 13, Driver said.

Speight and his group were

charged late Monday with un-
lawful assembly, a minor crime
which carries a maximum
penalty ol one year in prison.

Spelght also was charged
with assisting In the (llegal
burial of a body In Parliament
— Speight was amnong mourners
when a rebel killed in a gunbat-
tle was buried July 18 and with
consorting with people who
were illegally armed. The max-
imum sentences for those
crimes were not (mmediately
clear.

Also Monday, interim
Prime Minister Lalsenla Qarase
toured parliament to witness
first hand the damage caused
during the 8-week hostage
standofl.

“We have seen the extent of
the desecration and destruction
of the facilities of the finest in-
stitution In the country,’
Qarase told parllamentary stafl
who were cleaning the complex.

“It 1s a national disgrace. It

{s difficult to believe that so
many people can Inflict so
much damage and bring so
much pain to the rest ol the

country,”

The announcement came a
day alter scores of rebel sup-
porters, many with black eyes

and bandaged wounds. were
hauled Into court as prosecutors

pressed the first charges stem-
ming from the coup.

Spelght's lawyer said Mon-
day he wanted the rebel leader

brought before the court as soon

as possible,

Speight had earlier threat-
ened a new campalgn of civil
unrest unless the new Cabinet
was stacked with his support-
ers. The military said it was
also Investigating allegations
that he threatened President
Ratu Josefa lloilo, a treason-
able offense which carries a
maximum penalty of death,
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Philippines Ambassador Leonides Caday screams in pain as he is evacuated from the site
of a huge bomb blast in central Jakarta yesterday. The ambassador was entering his offi-
cial residence in a car when the blast occurred.

Blast at Philippine envoy’s
house in Jakarta: One killed

JAKARTA, Aug 1: A huﬁe
e

jort/ tore! Mito t

Philippine ambassador in
Jakarta today. killing at least
one person Instantly and injur-
ing 21. Including the ambas-
sador, reports AFP.

Parts of a body were strewn
on the ground in front of the
residence, while a badly burned
embassy security guard lay on
the devastated lawn, most of his
clothes blown ofl.

Edi Supriyadi, an official of
the Jakarta municipal munici-
pality told reporters soon after
the explosion that at least three
people had died.

But four hours later the
death toll remained unclear
with police and hospitals con-
firming they had found only
one body. that of a woman who
had been shopping at a pave-
ment Kiosk.

The security guard. who eye-

BERIFFLY

witnesses thought was dead.

vitaas alive bu‘t fiz critical condi-
riglon in a eoma, with burns cov-

ering most of his body, doctors
said.

The ambassador. Leonides
Caday. suffered severe facial
and leg injuries. He was in a car
entering the residence when the
bomb went off, Jakarta Police
luspector General Nurfaizi said.

Nurfazi said the bomb was
planted in front of the gate and
detonated when the ambas-
sador's car approached. He ap-
pealed to witnesses to come
forward.

‘It was a very powerful
bomb, you can see the damage.”
he said, adding that a special
task forces wi%l be set up to
probe the explosion.

Philippine Vice-President
Gloria Arroyo condemned the
bombing as "a senseless terror-
ist act that will achieve nothing
for its perpetrators.”

Arafat arrives in Tunisia: rae-s

tinlan leader Yasser Arafat arrived in Tunisia on Monday on
the latest leg of a tour of Arab countries and informed president
Zine El Abidine Ben Ali about details of the Camp David Israeli-
Palestinian summit that broke down last week, AFP reports

fromi Tunis.

After Camp David ended in failure on July 25 largely over
the Palestinians' demand for sovereignty over east Jerusalem.

Arafat started a tour of information that has already taken him

to Saudi Arabia. Yemen and Morocco,

Putin to visit Libya: rusan presiaent

Viadimir Putin has accepted an invitation to visit Libya,

Putin’s foreign policy adviser sald, AP reports from Moscow.

Libyan Foreign

Minister Abdel Rahman Mohammed Shal-

E?m issued the invitation during a mneeting between the two [n
oscow, alde Sergei Prikhodko sald Monday, according to Rus-
sian news reports. No date for the trip was released.

MaI'XiSt rebEIS kill 17: Marxist rebels

killed at least 13 policemen and four civilians, burning and
beheading some, as they attacked a Colombian mountain town
with homemade missiles and car bombs over the weekend.
police sald yesterday, reports Reuters,

The attack was the latest in a wave of violence unleashed b
the Soviet-inspired Revolutlonary Armed Forces of Colombia
(FARC) rebels after the US Congress voted in June to approve a
record 51.3 billlon package of mostly military aid to help

NEW DELHI, Aug 1: A cease-
fire offered by Kashmir's doni-
nant Muslim rebel group will
set off a wave of violence by
renegade militants opposed to a
peace dialogue with India, mili-
tary commanders and analysts
sald today, reports AFP.

The warning came a day af-
ter Lashkar-e-Toiba Islamic
fundamentalist group claimed
responsibility for the killing of
six Indian soldiers (n a daring
raid in the disputed Himalayan
territory.,

Commanders and defence
analysts said the Hizbul Muja-
hedeen's offer, which has been
reciprocated by New Delhi, will
now push other hardline groups
and mercenarles to target In-
dian troops in Kashmir.

Colombia fight drug trafficking and guerillas.

‘It 1s a delicate situation and
one can now expect hardcore
roups to escalate violence and
londay's raid was a signal.”
sald Jasjit Singh, Director of
Institute of Defence Studies and
Analysis military think-tank.

‘It I1s a maze of a situation in
Kashmir, and Pakistan, which
has been marginalised, will
also react viciously but India
has to take the risks and cannot
reject the ceasefire.” Singh said.

He Insisted Hizbul's offer
was grounded (n the group's
hopes of carving a larger role In
Kashmir and because of its de-
clining military strength.

Out of an estimated opera-
tional strength of more than
1,200, the pro-Pakistan Hizbul
has lost some 300 fighters in

— AFP photo

Indonesian President Ab-

- durrahrman Wahid deplored the

blast,; which he linked to:the
Muslim insurgency in the
southern Philippines.

“This, I think, Is related to
the problems in the southern
Philippines, maybe related to
the Kidnapping in Jolo or the
problem of the MILF.,” Wahid
said.

But the Moro Islamic Liber-
ation Front (MILF, the main
Muslimm separatist group In the
Philippines) denied that it was
behind the attack.

The ambassador was being
ireated for two broken thigh
bones and facial injuries but
his life was not in danger, the
acting director of the Cipto
Mangunkusumo state hospital,
I. Chamsyah, said.

Caday was later moved on a
stretcher, one bloodied hand
hanging from the side, to the
private Medistra hospital

3 killed 1n
Philippine
explosion

DAVAO, Philippines, AuF l:
Three people were killed and 36
others wounded when a bomb
ripped through a carnival in the
southern Philippine island of
Mindanao, police said today,
reports AFP.

An unidentified man threw a
bomb late Monday at the
packed GM Jumping Horse
carnival near the municipal
health office of Monkayo town,
about 100 kilometres from
here.

Two people were killed on
the spot, while a third victim
died due to loss of blood after
being taken to hospital

Thirty-six others were hurt
by shrapnel and a stampede fol-
lowing the blast, according to
regional police spokesman Cap-
tain Matthew Baccay.

No one has claimed respon-
sibility for the attack, but the
military said Investigators
were not ruling out involve-
ment of efther commuiist
rebels or Mushm separatist
guerrillas. Both groups operate
in Mindanao '

confidence vote

JERUSALEM. Aug 1: Israel's

Barak scraped through a no-
confidence motion that conld

right-wing's
victory In presidential elec-
tions, reports AFP.

But Barak, Hmping along
without a coalltion for three

early elections, a move that
with the
months.
In a nall-biting vote Mon-
day, 50 MPs voted for the cen-
sure motion lodged by the
biggest right-wing opposition
varty Likud in protest at
Jarak's "concessions” to the

Palestinlans

David summit. Another
voted against and eight ab-
stained.

The bill, If passed by the re-
quired absolute majority of 6]
members of the 120-seat par-
llament, would have lorced
elections to be held in 90 days,
three years ahead of schedule.

It followed parliament’s
shock election t::rlI little-known
Likud MP Moshe Katsav to the
largely symbolic post of presi-
dent, a major upset for Barak
who had backed Shimon Peres.
the former Labour prime minis-
ter and Nobel peace prize win-
ner.

Breakthrough in
animal-human
transplant

LONDON \ug |
medical rescarchers

claimed to have made a break-
through which could ease the
transplanting of animal ‘"!f”‘-‘
to humans without the risk of

British
todan

them being rejected, reports
AFP.
Medical scientists at Lon-

don's Hammersmith Hospital
managed for the first time to
block a key response which
causes a body to reject foreign
organs.

Although the experiment
was carried out on laboratory
mice, they hope it could benefit
humans within a few years.

For the study, published in
the journal Nature Immunol-
ogy. Insulin-making cells from
pigs were transplanted into
mice to see if they could help
combat diabetes.

The pig tissue survived in the
mice for six weeks, three times
longer than usual.

he researchers said they
halted the immune reaction by
effectively immunising the
mice against a molecular reac-
tion between the host and for-
eign cells.

As a result, transplanted

rcells were noJonger branded as
being foreign, ., 1 .
Professor Robert Lehler, who
headed the research team, said:
"Our ﬁndln%& offer a novel solu-
tion in the battle to get foreign
organs accepted by human bod-
ies.

"Eventually we hope that us-
ing foreign organs in humans
may start to solve the huge
shortage of organ donors across
the world.”

Birth control
pill for men?

BEIJING, Aug 1: The pill for
men? Chinese researchers say
they've got it, reports AP. :

The China Daily reported
today that scientists from
Shanghai tested an oral contra-
ceptive that stopped sperm pro-
duction in 90 per cent of men
who took it — with “hardly any”
of the side-effects associated
with the drug's female version

The pllls contained the
hormone progestin, a Key in-
;r;rﬂlu-nt in oral contraceptives
or women, the state-run news-
paper said

The researchers from the
Shanghai Institute of Family
Planning Technical Instruction
sald It was the first time the
hormone had been given to men

to help prevent pregnancy. the
newspaper reported.
“This is a great break-

through In the process of help-
ing husbands share the burden
of contraception in the new cen-
tury,” it quoted the institute’s
vice-director, Zhu Huibing, as
saying

Birth control Is a crucial |s-
sue for China. Its population,
officially 1.25 billion but be-
lieved to be higher, Is predicted
to reach a worrisomet! .6 billion
people in the mid-21 century

In the male contraceptive
trial, 30 volunteers in Shanghal

were given one or two pllls a dav
for periods ranging from six
months to one year. After
stopping the dosage, subjects’
sperm counts returned to nor-
mal in two or three months, the

China Daily said.

besieged Prime Minister Ehud

hiave toppled his govermment on
Monday only hours after the
unprecedented

weeks, faced mounting calls
even within his own party for

could set back peacemaking
for

Palestinians at the failed Camp
50

Policemen clear brick and stones off a road in Bangalore on Monday after people vented
their fury by pelting stones and burning tyres on hearing the kidnapping of southern In-
dia's popular actor Rajkumar by India's most wanted criminal Veerappan late Sunday in
the forest region of southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu. The Police had to impose a cur-
few in the city after the kidnapping sparked clashes between the Tamil and Kannadiga
communities. — AFP photo

Indian bandit may seek | Kuwait rules
amnesty in return for out ties
release of film star e

BANGALORE, India. Aug |

jkumar, a local government of-
ficial said today,
Reuters.

who

bandit Veerappan,

and numerous other

tri
Rajkumar fans attacked vehi-
close

the southern state
nataka, whose capital Is Banga-

India’s most dreaded bandit is
expected to seek amnesty for his
crimes in return for the release
of kidnapped movie icon Ra-

reports

Rajkumar’'s abduction by the
has
been charged with 120 killings
crimes,
gegered unrest in the city of
Bangalore on Monday as angry

cles and forced businesses to

Rajkumar is a cult figure in
of Kar-

lore. Now 72, he has acted in

organisation called for a gen-
eral strike to protest against the
klrhmp,)tng There were 1o re-
ports ol violence, police said.

The screen idol was selzed at
gunpoint by Veerappan and his
ang on Sunday night from his
armhouse in the village of Ga-
janur, about 225 km south of
Bangalore and just inside the
state of Tamil Nadu

Veerappan had in the past
kidnapped government offi-
cials, and once a pair of wildlife
plmtu#{rapher&s. hoping to bar-
an or amnesty in exchange
or their safe return. But au-
thorities dragged out negotia-
tions and the hostages were re-
leased

DUBAI, Aug 1: Kuwait's for-
eign minister has ruled out a re-
sumption of ties with former
occupler Iraq in the near future
and sald his country intends to
renew defence pacts with West-
ern countries, reports Reuters.

Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad al-
Sabah. who is also deputy
prime minister, was speaking
in an interview published in the
London-based pan-Arab al-
Havat newspaper today. the eve
of the 10 anniversary of
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait.

“Talking about resuming
relations with the Iraqi regime
iIs premature and is out of the
question in these circum-
stances, while that regime con-
tinues ts hostile behaviour to-

210 films in Kannada, a lan- wards Kuwait,” Sheikh Sabah
guage spoken by about 60 mil- At this point of time, we ex- | said
llon people. pect him to once again demand Iraqi tanks rolled almost

Most shops and businesses
remained closed today morning
and public transport was off the
roads after a Kannada-language

amnesty for his crimes and re-
habilitation,” a senlor Kar-
nataka state government offi-
cial told Reuters.

unopposed into oil-rich Kuwait
on August 2, 1990 and seized it
in about one day. A US-led force
ended the occupation in 1991.

PHILADELPHIA, Pennsyl-
vania. Aug 1: George W. Bush
predicted he would defeat Vice
President Al Gore in Novem-
ber's elections, as euphoric Re-
publicans partied in Philadel-
phia. confident their favourite
son was poised to capture the
White House, reports AFP

I'm on my way to Philadel-
phia and we are on our way to
victory come November.” the
Texas Governor told delegates
via satellite link Monday., on
the first night of a national
convention carefully scripted to
showcase his new brand of
‘compassionate conservatism.”

Party managers stvled the
Texas governor. son of ex-pres-
Ident George Bush, as the man
to restore dignity to the US
residency, which they claim
118 been sullied by a succession
ol scandals clinging to popular

Democrat President Bill Clin-

Republican nominee in the 2000 election

Lo

In a striking display of the
party's determination to woo
the political middle ground
which decides most U5 elec-
tions. a long parade of speakers
from different ethnic minori-

ties highlighted a theme of edu-
cation and opportunity.

In a first fg? any major US
political gathering, the Repub-
lican convention opened with a
benediction by a Muslim, Talat
Othman, chairman of the lIs-
lamic Institute.

The four-day convention
an attempt to present a softer.
gentler brand of conservatism
to voters will climax on
Thursday when Bush accepts
the nomination he secured in
the primary season early this
year.

Some 40,000 Republicans --
including 4,132 {It-,egalt's and

encounters with Indian forces
in the past six months, accord-
ing to Indian estimates.

New Delhi accuses Islam-
abad of arming the rebels and
Singh said the government ex-
pected Pakistan to try and sabo-
tage the process, the first seri-
ous bid to end 11 vears of vio-
lence which has left 25 000 dead
in Kashunir

1 willl be Pakistan s effom
e o oreate another aanbrella
argantsation for Maslim guaer-
rillas in Kashmir and i:rlu
Hizbul detectors to that grong.
the analyst warned,

Sinee the Hizbul announee-
ment on July 24, India sus-
pended military operations
against the group and s ln con-
tact with (ts leaders on formal-

ising the "modalities™ of the
censelire.

Soldiers are under orders to
avold known Hizbul areas and
concentrate on some two dozen

other separatist groups in
Kashmir,
Pakistan on Sunday called

for a complete stop of Indian
military action against all
groups in Kashmir.

Former Indian army chief
Vishwanath Sharma said al-
though the troops will now have
more breathing space (n their
operations, they will face
stepped-up attacks in the re-
glon.

“The other groups will try
and hlﬂr!‘ spectacular attacks
but their morale Is down be-
cause ol the Hizbul's moves,"

sald general Sharma
India’s main
gency planners.

‘We do know the rough areas
where the others are operating
but a whole lot of Afghans are
in Kashmir and they are sol-
diers of fortune, They have cre-
ated thelr own groups and so the
situation Is complex.” Sharma
sald.

"We agreed to crack the situa-
tion somewhere Iin Kashmir
and now as the strongest of the
groups has suggested peace, we
will go along with them.

"The army can take care of
itself but we are worried of what
the Indian government will do
next,” the outspoken general
sald of New Delhi's often-
changing stance in its internal

one of
counter-insur-

Kashmir ceasefire could trigger upsurge in violence

policies on Kashmir.

Air Vice Marshal Kapil Kak,
a national defence strategist,
however, said efforts of the
other groups to deraill a peace
wrocess In Kashmir was not
Ikely to succeed.

"The important element is
that the Hizbul accounts for 50
per cent of the number of mili-
tants in that state and so nu-
merically halt the militancy is
now over in Kashmir.” he ar-
gued.

‘But It is an iu!rrntinf, con-
tradiction that non-Hizbul
rebels will enhance militancy
which Indian troops will have
to face and so a well calibrated
action with the help of Hizbul
fighters Is now required.” Kak
said.

Texas Governor George W. Bush's wife Laura Bush (C) waves with a group of children
during a dress rehearsal on the stage at the Republican National Convention on Monday
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. George W. Bush will speak on August 3 as he becomes the

— AFP photo

Republican convention opens

Bush predicts victory

alternates -- are in town to rally
behind Bush

As thousands of Republi-
cans, most wearing shades of
red, white and blue, crowded
into the indoor sports arena
hosting the quadrennial cele-
bration, police tightened a se-
curity net over the city as anti-
Republican activists held a
InAass protest.

23 Christians
killed 1n
Maluku

JAKARTA, Aug 1: Muslim
assailants killed at least 23
Christians fleeing from an at-
tack on their village into the
jungles of the Indonesian island
of Ambon, a Christian activist
said today. reports AFP

The dead were among some
4.000 people who had fled the
village in fear of their lives, he
sald

The Kkillings were the latest
incident in a wave of Muslim-

Christian violence that has
swept the Malukus islands
since January 1999, leaving

more than 4,000 dead.

"A surviving witness whom
our men have questioned in
Suli village, said there were at
least 23 bodies in the forests
where some 4,000 villagers had
fled to escape attacks by Mus-
lims on Waal village.” said
Sammy Weileruni of the joint
Christian coordination post in
Ambon city.

Wellerunt said that the 27-
vear-old witness, Ishak
Bakarbessi, said that Waal vil-
lage, which had been under at-
tack since Sunday, was now
completely obliterated and that

all the villagers had left it for
| the jungles.




