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Good News

WEARY of non-communication between the
government and the opposition we are perked
up at the slightest hint that they will engage
themselves in a discourse on the law and order
situation. Indeed we are happy to note that the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on home
affairs has decided to hold a full-scale discussion
on the country's law and order problems. The fact
that their decision is the outcome of a bipartisan
understanding between MPs representing both the
ruling and opposition parties on the committee
makes it all the more welcome. But the only reality
check that we would like to apply on our thll
hopes' for a comprehensive debate is this: It has the
limitation of being held within the four walls of
the committee room rather than those of a full-
house parliament.

Nevertheless, the debate even in that microcosm
of a parliamentary body can turn out to be reward-
ino for all concerned if positive attitudes are adop-
ted to the demands for transparency, accounta-
bility and answerability in matters of governance.

The Jativa Sangsad being in a state of paralysis
owing to the opposition's abstention from it and
the government's blinkered one-sided performance
in it. the committee system has been virtually
working as a miniature parliament.

Despite their boycott of the Jatiya Sangsad pro-
ceedings the opposition has maintained their pres-
ence at the standing committee meetings out of a
bare minimum sense of obligation to their call of
duty.

In all the parameters of law and order — law en-
forcement, security of life and property, surveil-
lance, sabotage and de-stabilisation, administra-
tion of justice — the discussion ought to be factu-
ally-oriented and productive of corrective mea-
sures. A parliamentary standing committee is not
a forum for politically acrimonious debate on any
subject. On the contrary, it sits to get to the bottom
of problems, send advisory notes to the relevant
agencies of the government or demands explana-
tions for omissions and commissions made by them.
As a matter of fact, we are looking forward to a
kind of standing committee meeting on law and
order that will be shorn of attempts by either side
to steal a political march over the other. Our hope
is that whilst the government party refrains from
a propagandist self-eulogy the opposition party ex-
poses the ruling party's failure not through any po-
litical rhetoric but by presenting material evi-
dence, especially in terms of allegations of parti-
sanism and repression on the opposition.

Still Busy with Basics

HERE seems to be a pattern in the government s
response to the dengue dread. Initially, when
the media set off an early alarm over outbreak ol
the potentially fatal disease, it was ostrich-like
non-acceptance. Apparently, the government saw a
link between acceptance of the news reports and
admission of failure. What followed was a

campaign against the ngwsmen which, at times,

fthinged on thessigiswlous. Hadsdwbeen ampldenw

the health mMmsfar claimed, ffhe hospitals wo

have been crammed with patients. The mayor of
the capital city, on the other hand. brushed aside
media's concern, saying, “had dengue infection

spread at a rate newspaper reports suggest, we
would by now have witnessed at least 10 to 12 lakh
deaths.”

Then came grudging acceptance and concomi-
tant anti-mosquito drive. Over-emphasis on pre-
ventive measures somehow pushed remedial con-
cerns on to the backseat. For example, there was no
stocktaking of available test-kits for dengue and
thus no effort was made to replenish the public
healthcare outlets’ capacity. At one stage, there
was a crisis of reagents required for detection of
dengue virus and testing was suspended for a while.
Also, the transfusion and electrolysis facilities in
the capital city were not readied in case there
should be a crisis. The prevalent dengue scenario.
menacing as it is, one must say, is a result of de-
layed government reaction. In other words, it might
not have assumed the crisis proportions it now
has, had the health ministry reacted decisively and
definitively to the first reports of dengue detection.
The fact of the matter is, while dengue keeps
claiming lives — so far 14 people have been reported
dead of haemorrhagic fever — the government is
still busy with the basics. Lack of inter-ministerial
co-ordination has left aerial spraying of insecti-
cide to eradicate aedes mosquito shrouded in un-
certainty. According to media reports, the Dhaka
City Corporation is still in the wait for the go-
ahead from the ministry of agriculture and the %e-
partment of environment. Why so?

We want to see the DCC's planned aerial spray-
ing of insecticide get underway. The ministerial

dilly-dallying must not allow dengue to claim
more lives.

Unbelievable Savagery

T was a fateful dawn for Asia Khatoon and her

two children at Pirojpur town. The mother of
four was brutally killed by her own son Mahfuz
who is known to be a drug addict. The young man
had picked up a quarrel on the previous day with
his parents who refused to foot the bill for his drug.
The ruffian retaliated in the early hours when his
father, a moazzin in a mosque, had gone to the
mosque to call to Fajr prayers. Little cﬁd he know
that on return home he would see the lifeless bod-
ies of his wife and children left murdered by his el-
dest son. The three had been slaughtered by a
homicidal maniac in apparent tantrums from ab-
sence of drugs. Withdrawal symptoms may have af-
fected the young man but that does not condone his
beastly and dishumanised action.

Drugs have had a destructive impact on the lives
of millions of young people, rich and poor, around
the globe. Youth in our country too are increas-
ln%]y being exposed to drugs. Discipline has totally
collapsed and we are faced with various kinds of
coritraband items selling In open markets and be-
ing bought by countless addicts. There are exam-
ples and Instances of addicts being handed over to
the police by unfortunate fathers and In more so-
phisticated societies addicts are sent to correc-
tional homes, as a last resort to bring them back to
normal life. The Pirojpur episode should
strengthen the need for taking stern measures
aFalnst people dealing in drugs. But a serial killing
0

kith and kin is the work of a diabolic maniac

l-who needs to be hauled up at once and kept locked

up. Stern punishment must be meted out to perpe-
trators of such crimes.

' Benazir

ATTERED by a tt.m.lyln%
crime spree and waves o
grotesque political kill-
ings, Bangladesh is In more of a
oomy spell than In a euphoric
ubbub expected in a country
moving towards an election. What
the leaders from both sides of the
political aisle are s is little
more than incen rhetoric;
they are talking off-the-cuff with-
out t:.+::nn".reyll1ﬂg1 serious policy
messages. With the exception of
the known camp followers, people
are tired of cheap ploys, diatribes,
unsubstantiated accusations
and shallow promises. What the
politicians often brag about verge
on banality. The people, on the
other hand, ted result-
oriented proposals for better
governance.

Many adeshis expected a
little more what they got
from the recently held special
convention of the ruling Awami
League; they wanted to know why
they should put up with the bur-
den of misgovernance raining
down on them like a ton of bricks.
One redeeming departure was
Prime Minister Hasina's partial
admission that there were anti-
social elements inside AL that she
wanted to jettison. Better late
than never! It was partly stock-
taking of the ruling party; but
more seriously, it was an
endeavour to neutralise the rising
discontent against the escalating
lawlessness all over the country.
Surely, it was a preparation for
the anticipated election. Yet that
hurriedly called AL meeting failed
to kick off of a clear vision for the
next election except for divulging
what was already known the AL
wanted to win in the coming polls.
Whatever Hasina said in that
gathering was not a deliberation
of future policies but largely a
reiteration of the AL's well known
"Blame it on the BNP" posture. It
was not the greatest political
message since Sheikh Hasina
became the Prime Minister of

desh in 1996 except that
she yielded to the urgency of
shaping her party out of factional
and nal strife. Yet she
offered little delineation of her

is it that all govern-
ment decisions are
based on circumstances

or happenings as they existed
fourteen centuries ago? Could it
be ignorance stemming from lack
of education?

The prime vital issue of the
nation's education has from the
birth of the country been the last
on the lists of priorities of all our
governments. The majority of the
ministers who have been given
the education and science and

Lstechfiology portfolios have not

onlys"been unconnected, with
either the fleld of education or of
science and technology but have
largely been uneducated men, the
word ‘uneducated’ being here
used in the profound sense of the
word. For instance, in the last two
governments, the second for beth
and Nawaz, Benazir's
federal education minister was
one Khurshid Shah, buillding
contractor by profession, and
Nawaz's, of all people, the proven
corrupt and uncouth Ghous Ali
Shah. And this in a land where
the world's first university was
established in 700 BC at Taxila,
the ruins of which still stand at a
few miles distance from the capi-
tal city.

By comparison, the govern-
ment of General Pervez
Musharraf has chosen an educa-
tionist as its education minister
and the science and technology
portfolio has been handed over to
a scientist, Professor Dr Atta-ur-
Rahman. Professor Rahman, in a
speech delivered at Islamabad 21
July, told his audience that "good
governance is not possible with-
out there being a merit-based
chall education system.” If
Pakistan wishes to forge ahead,
he rightly said, education must
be the main priority. Worthy of
remark is the s fact that

the total GDP of all the Islamic

by M Rashiduzzaman

One would surely be eager to see leaders break the government-opposition stalemate, depoliticise the pub-

lic service and restore the equilibrium of civil society vitiat
ties ensure national unity and meet the long-term security
improve the economy and restore business confidence?

ed by extreme partisanship. How would the par-
needs? Do they have any concrete proposal to

programmatic goals although her
political tactics were not difficult
to decipher.

Behind the much-too-familiar
hype, few could deny the snow-

disaffection triggered by
unchecked lawlessness periodi-
cally punctuated by flashes of
blame floating at the highest
places. Worse for the party is the
dawning reality that Prime Minis-
ter Hasina cannot continuously
legitimise her rule because of the
historical claims and achieve-
ments of her party. Even her
father's undeniable name recog-
nition could no longer bulwark
her reputation against the myriad
of public anxieties,

Sheikh Hasina feels that she
must showcase those activities
that she considers her significant
achievements since she came to
power. With elections not too far
away, the highly emotive issues
sparked by endless murders,
rampant extortion, political
assassinations, rapes, robberies
and violent crimes cannot be
quenched by controversial claims
unfurled as an anti-opposition
campaign. It is such disenchant-
ment, perceived or real, that may
cascade through the polling
booths. No matter how pitched is
the h le, her government's
best days, since Sheikh Hasina
came to power, are behind her.
For winning the next election, she
has to campaign and convince
that she has something better to
deliver better than what the
people had experienced during
the present Awami League gov-
ernment, to say the least. Con-
sidering what she confronts now
and in the light of the piling dis-
content, Hasina will need qualita-
tively different messages, differ-
ent from her ominous and allu-
sive stumps inclu her open
threats of revenge on the invisible

killers in Chittagong.

While the BNP-led opposition
alllance is mobllising public
grievances Into popular
demands, and while the average
cltizens are lamenting over gover-
nance fallure, Sheikh Hasina
cannot lull the people by her
homilies of what she and her
father had accomplished in the

t. Voters are not really excited
gsa mythologised yore. Albeit
with an eye on the future election,
Sheikh Hasina has been trying to
build a sense of strength among
her party cadres she has
declared that she would like to
win 200 legislative seats in the
coming election. It's not just a

tion. It is known
that the AL wants to capture
about 50 more seats that had
returned the opposition candi-
dates in the 1996 elections, and
the government is its
development activities to woo the
voters in those areas. Without
much of a public debate in the
opposition-boycotted Sangsad,
the government hurriedly
the Zila Parishad Bill recently,
and before that controversial
appointments were made to the
Election Commission both have
been rejected by the BNP-led anti-
government alliance. Meanwhile,
it's unclear whether the AL gov-
ernment will go for the doubtful
venture of holding the Upazilla
elections and the new Zila
Parishad will most likely be held
in ce. Much to the discom-

fort of the AL, the nrdl.na& voters
cannot help conclude t the
ruling party, without transparent
objectives, says something but
actually does something very
different.

The manifest failure that
Sheikh Hasina faces cannot be

covered up by finger pointing at
the opposition, casting aspersion

———— ———

on the judiclary and d an
open season to crush the “Islamic
extremists”. To convince people of
her bona fide, Shelkh Hasina has
to come out with more positive
messages; accusations and even
more accusations cannot halt her
free falling credibility when the
public mood s trapped in fear
and distrust.

Khaleda Zia has been accused
of failing to give the t kind of
parliamentary leadership as she
has boycotted the very
where she 1s expected to -
lenge the government with alter-
native ideas. But Sheikh Hasina
has been less than respectful and
imaginative in dealing with the
opposition and its leaders. Sel-
dom have there been debates on
issues and consequently, voters
are not fully aware of their stance
on matters related to national
and International iInterest.
Hasina is driven by the belief that
the BNP, {f it runs on {ts own, can
easily be routed with her com-
mand over organisational
resources and patronage power of
the ruling party. But beyond her
unconcealed disdain for the BNP,
she has not yet divulged how she
would counter the opposition,
and people want Hasina to
rcstgond to Khaleda's challenges
without hurling abuses at her
and without exploding rhetorical
fireworks

Is the BNP buzzing without any
sting? The BNP will most likely be
busy in putting its house in order,
and in the next couple of months,
Khaleda may not divulge much
about her plan of activities. She
has an incremental style of doing
things. Khaleda has not accom-
plished a sudden paradigm shift
although that perception cannot
be summarily dismissed. She has
recently moved to a new office in
Banani where she {s meeting new

faces and making plans for the
future election. But, to me, the
BNP is yet to find an operational
phraseology to assert ils new
situation in politics,
While the AL is getting ready to
t the BNP tooth and nalil,
eda has to give a new voice
and an ideological face to the
alllance she leads. It's an open
secret that an internal bargaining
is keeping the opposition part-
ners busy. Reportedly, the Jatiya
Party is asking for 100 (7) seats in
the coming election, and the
[slamic g::pBSO{?Ltobemutu-
ally wo out among the alli-
ance partners. If such a deal is
finally agreed upon, the BNP may
be left with no more than 150
seats to contest that's something
Khaleda may not venture to

accept without displeasing many
among old-time party loyalists.
Mutual sharing of seats among
g political {s not fnimi-
to parliamen
but is only mﬁy‘ﬂcﬂmg deal-
ing, not political gospels that herd
the voters to polling centres.
Except that both the AL and
the BNP are the strongest com-
petitors of power, neither of the
two main es has, so far,
seriously debated public affairs,
The routine impulses to win
Eower and the manifesto on
ow they would use that anticl-
pated authority are not the same.
Inter-party and intra-party align-
ments and r ts are not
the only keys to win elections.
Presumably, Khaleda has a
shadow cabinet. The comings and
goings, especially at her new
office in Banani, are making
news, uncorking on and
even intra- rival-
ries. It is obvious that the BNP is
having a break from the hartal
bandwagon. Most likely, the
opposition will return to the

Information Technology

Ardeshir Cowasjee writes from Karachi

Information technology and the Internet are controlled by the antiquated inefficient Pakistan Telecom-
munications Company Limited which is overstaffed, and is incapable of even publishing a telephone direc-
tory which lists current information.

countries put together is half that
of Germany and a quarter of that
of Japan in spite of the fact that
the Islamic countries control 74
per cent of the world oil business.
This low GDP rating is the result
of la tow leyel’ of 'educatiors; 'the
only area in which countriessuch
as Germany and Japan have the
advantage.

Now for the bad news. Informa-
tion technology and the Internet
are controlled by the antiquated
inefficient Pakistan Telecommu-
nications Company Limited
which is overstafied, and is inca-
pable of even publishing a tele-
phone directory which lists cur-
rent information. The present
board members of PTCL who
direct the affairs of the company
are: Bureaucrat Abu Shamim
Arif, Secretary Information Tech-
nology and Telecom Division, a
flip-flop non-technical man;
Zafar Alli Khan, Secretary Privat-
jization Commission; Major Gen-
eral Mohammad Tarlq, described
as Signal Officer in Chief’;
Mohammad Yunis Khan, Secre-
tary Finance Division, Finance
Ministry; Arshad Mahmud, Mem-
ber Finance PTCL; Akhtar Ahmad
Bajwa, Member Operations
PTCL; Dr Altamash Kamal of
Xibercom; Dr Awais Kamal,

Director of LT Engi-
nee and Trade Services (Pvt)
Ltd; Syed Mazhar All, Chairman
IT Commission; Zafar Usmani,
CEO Mobil Oil Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd;
Fakir Aljazuddin, Chairman Arts
Council Lahore; Barrister
Rafluddin Ahmed of Orr Dignam;
Syed Zahoor Hasan, Associate

Dean of LUMS; Asghar Dawood
Habib, Chairman Habib Sugar.
These men have been asked to
provide an undertaking one
clause of which states: "lam not a
defaulter in repayment of any

Ulean amountihg ¥oRs, 1 million or

. more asadjudicated by a eourt of
competent jurisdiction or a tribu-
nal within the meaning of Section
187(1) of the Companies Ordi-
nance 1984. " This ipso facto
means that if one of them is a
defaulter to the tune of
Rs.999,999 he is qualified to sit
on the board. Another undertak-
ing stipulates : "I shall, to the
utmost of my capability, ensure
and safeguard the interests of the
government in PTCL during the
tenure of my directorship. Any
lapse shall make me liable to be
proceeded against under the
relevant laws,"

With due respect to all, it is
difficult to conceive of a respect-
able responsible individual putt-
ing his pen to either of these two
undertakings. After all, there is
no compulsive reason, no
are held to any heads. Should
they not be guided by the dictates
of their consciences and what is
good for the people?

More bad news. PTCL is estab-
lishing two National Access
Points (NAP) in Karachi and
Islamabad to block Internet
telephony and pornographic
websites. (APP, July 13.)

The NAP aims at direc all
Internet traffic in and out of the
country through two PTCL con-
trolled gateways. Whilst this is
still a proposal, it is increasingly

H'rl‘lr-MJI‘m

obvious that elements within
PTCL, with the tacit support of
our insecurity agencies and other
government elements, are trying
to push it through as fast as

possible.

opposed.
faulty and has the potential to
cause catastrophic to the
information infrastructure of the
country.

One fundamental and obvious
principle of network design is the
provision of mulitiple pathways.
The more pathways there are, the
more robust the resulting net-
work. To some extent we already
have this redundancy in our
exiting Internet access, but
rather than introducing addi-
tional pathways to the Net, the
NAP proposal aims at reducing
these to two choke points to be
controlled by our very own PTCL,
an organization renowned for its
unreliability, inefficiency, incom-
petence, and zero-level customer
service.

Within the next few years,
global services will permit direct
satellite access. If the NAP logic is
followed, these services would
also be illegal in Pakistan. Is this
what a country endeavouring to
leapfrog into the information age
should be doing?

NAP also raises the question:
are we serious about attracting
foreign investment in information
technology (IT) when we have an
organization intent on controlling
and dictating as to which path-
ways the people may use to
access the net? Even the rela-

st 'bel ‘vehemently =/’ -
It is fundamentally -

tively totalitarian UAE now allows
direct rooftop-to-satellite
Internet connectivity, completely

ing the Etsalat Infra-
structure. And here we are, pro-
the reverse.

'no way in/which it can estimate
the revenue lost to Internet tele-
phony. The number being
thrown around is $ 2.8 million
per year which is at best an exag-
gerated guesstimate, and a figure

‘which amounts to less than a

fifth of one per cent of PTCL's total
revenue. Is this miniscule loss
sufficient justification to thwart
and sabotage a national objective
the swift expansion of IT in Paki-
stan?

With two years to go until
PTCL's monopoly expires, is it not
time that it started to ence
the real world, where markets
dictate tariffs, where better tech-
nologies replace the obsolete,
where customers decide what
services to use, where only the
efficient and competent survive?
Rather than all this, PTCL is
aiming at retaining its monopoly
over international data traffic
and hoodwinking the nation in
the process.

NAP also smacks of Big
Brother. In a country such as
this, it is likely that NAP will be
used to block access to informa-
tion that someone decides will

'‘national security’ or the
'ideclogy of Pakistan' or the
national 'moral fibre'. Does not
NAP itself raise national security
concerns by provi enemies
within and without with exactly

relying more on the network of
hcrrclaﬂmforgolltical

but such relative-brigades :
repeating the usual support ?ur

their kin and, of course,
the opposition have dtm
little policy software. No doubt,
Hasina and Khaleda are
up their parties but beyond
polemics, both leaders are weak
in their policy messages. Neither
of them has really offered any
clear about how they
would restore law and order,
eradicate terrorism, banish
extortion and above all, reinstate
confldence in public life. One
would surely be eager to see
leaders break the government-
position stalemate, depoliticise
€ public service and restore the
g:;hbb:;um of civil society vitil-
extreme .
How would the pmmcr:ﬂtl?e
national unity and meet the long-
term security needs? Do they
have any concrete proposal to
improve the economy and restore
business confidence?

None of the parties would be
able to sustain its organisational
revamping and none of them
would inspire public trust with-
out clearer signals on the ques-
tions that affect the voters most.

People want to see some light at
the end of the tunnel.

The writer teaches Political
Science at Rowan University,
Glassboro, New Jersey, USA

two large targets to take out if
they wish to cut off the entire
country's access to the Net?
That there are minds in
Islamabad in this 21st century
which are seriously considering
this proposal is, sadly, not sur-
prising. After all, not so long ago
capital minds did consider e-mail
m from MQM supporters
abmdmt causcplt]; ban
the Internet in Pakistan. How-
ever, all should take heart from
the fact that Pakistan has sur-

. itself adwmidts that it hds wvived the fax machine and-the
c18dl dlﬁh.'bﬂthﬂfmthm

dela for years as the same
convoluted reasoning was used

against them as is now bdng
used to justify NAP.
The ball is in the court of Min-

‘ister Herr Doktor Professor Atta-

ur-Rahman, in charge of infor-
mation technology and of the
dreadful PTCL. Academically, he
was a First Division student, he
has a PhD and a S¢ D from King's
College, Cambridge, of which
college he was a Fellow from 1969
to 1973 when he was discovered
by one of the greatest scientists of
Pakistan, Dr Salimuzzaman
Siddiqui, and brought to the HEJ
Research Institute of Chemistry
at the Karachi University.

At HEJ he was responsible for
buying certain equipment from
Japan. When the Japanese
offered him a kickback of around
Rs.25 million, he asked them to
donate the amount to his Insti-
tute, which they did. He is a
cousin of the people’'s barrister,
Mohammad Gilbert Naim-ur-
Rahman, and grandson of our
good judge, Sir Abdur Rahman.
We can surely trust him to take
the right decision as to NAP or no
NAP. He would surely rather
continue to merely direct the
affairs of HEJ, which he still does,
than to additionally remain a
minister and do wrong.

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed with
double space. For reasons of space, short letters are
preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However; all communications
must bear the writer's real name, signature and address.

Dengue drive

Sir, Dengue fever which is
caused by the Infected aedes
aegypti type of mosquito is taking
a serious turn. Almost everyday
we read news about deaths and
an rise in the number of
patients being admitted in vari-
ous hospitals and clinics. There
have been many write-ups about
how to dlagnose and treat dengue
cases. However, | feel one very
important factor has been
neglected and that is prevention.
The key factor in any epidemic (or
endemic) is prevention and con-
trol. But it is very sad that the
government, in its endeavour to
downplay the seriousness of the
disease {s providing misleading
information. We know that it is
not possible for the government
alone to combat the spread of this
disease, it has to be a whole-
hearted united effort. Each and
every Individual should come
forward to make this eradication
programme a success. And the
role the government should take
up iIs to grow awareness among
the people. The authority should
realise that it won't be a very nice
situation If panic sets in.

Regarding the management of
dengue cases another very impor-

tant aspect has to be considered
and that is, the patients suffering
from dengue fever should be
nursed under a mosquito net.
The reason being, the reservoir of
infection for dengue virus is both
human being and mosquito. The
transmission cycle is human
being-mosquito-human being.
The aedes aegypti becomes infec-
tive by feeding on a dengue
patient, from the day before the
onset to the 5th day of {llness.
And once the mosquito becomes
infective it remains so for life.

My advise to the government
will be "GROW UP, there is noth-
ing to be ashamed of. Dengue is a
disease of the tropical countries,
it 1s no fault of yours; but you will
indeed be blamed if you cannot
protect us. So instead of pointing
fingers at the journalists do some
constructive work”.

A Frustrated Doctor
Dhaka

Biased government

Sir, In our country whenever a
crime takes place, the ruling
party claims that {t has been
committed by the opposition to
tarnish the government's image
or to destabilise it. In effect, the
government point the fingers at

the opposition for any and every
kind of misdeeds. If the govern-
ment continues to express such
bias attitude then how can any-
one expect the real culprits to be
caught? The government's att-
tude towards the murder of eight
BCL activists in Chittagong is a
glaring example of such bias. Not
abiding by the rule "innocent
until proven guilty”, the govern-
ment has taken up a viclous
campalgn (using state media,
police force etc) against one of the
opposition parties. But what will
happen if ultimately the killings
surface to be the outcome of the
internal feud of the ruling party’s
own student wing?

A Distressed Citizen
Chittagong

Confrontational

governance

Sir, In the DS of July 20, two
items made disturbing reading.
One was the analysis of confron-
tational politics in the column
"Currents and Crosscurrents”;
and the other was the dire neces-
sity of a closed door AL
meeting for five long hours at the
Chittagong Circuit House under
the AL chief who had flown in
from Dhaka, to handle the
‘microbus killing’ in the city.

The factions in the two major
political parties are making their
presence felt through use of
violence during in-fighting: and
desperation ing into the
activities of the political small
fires to grab a piece of the cake
belore it s too late,

i -

Bangladesh has become a
political circus show, thanks to
the inapt political leadership. Bad
politics has been the lives
of millions of citizens for the last
three decades. It is time politics
came down to normal routine
level, so that individual citizens
can plan their own lives and
peaceful livelihood. Is it asking
too much of the inflated politi-
clans, who pose as more patriotic
than the best of citizens and smell
conspiracies at every bend and
corner?

AH
Dhaka

Why too much
politics?

Sir, Why do we have so much
and too much politics? It is not
solving our problems and the
nation's progress is much lower
than expected, We blame politics
and the politicians for not deliver-
ing the goods and services. What
{s wrong with the politicians? Let
us hear their explanations, as
they do not agree with the analy-
sis of the citizens/voters. They
blame other politiclans, creating
aviclous cycle.

How long this political ineffi-
clency will continue? The politi-
clans are not afraid of any one
and do what they like they canbe
noisy and also ensure silence
when required for vested interest.
Even the opposition cannot con-
trol the politiclans in power. On
the other hand, the politicians

cannol control themselves and

indulge in excesses by misusing

power, influence and money.
When we e the politicians,
the problems remain. The non-
politicians also tried for 16 years,
but the country is simply immov-
able! Such sign of stability is not
progress or development!

The general election is coming
soon. Can we voters vote for non-
politicians, but not bureaucrats
and military officers, retired or

What is left to vote for? It
means there is a vacuum in the
society for 25 years.

How long this vacuum will
continue? The questions never
end; but where are the answers?

AMA
Dhaka

Going by values
Sir, There are many occasions
that remain ed in the
calendars of our lives. Whether
religious, cultural or social, these
events become of diverse
moods and relationships which

are more than mere
social rituals.

It is a pity that many of these
occasions are looked at as
of rdlinus or cultural norms
when they are, in so many ways
and at so many times, symbols of
certain feelings and relationships
that people share.

Occasions like Mother's Day,
Father's Day etc are normally
taken as events that are cele-
brated by a certain social group
and may have religious connota-
tions. They are also celebrated in-
keeping with "westernised ideals.
Whatever it is these events do

mark time in the flow of life.

I myself feel that ‘Mothers or
'Father's day often signal a culmi-
nation of one's trials and strug-
gles-it is the touch of love
returned, acceptance of obliga-
tions and acknowledgment of
what is done for you.

A Mother, from the conception
of a little life to its bloom, works to
nurture and protect it. She sacri-
fices many things and even loses
something in order to give her
offspring a contented, successful
happy and healthy future. She
may not voice her pain, or com-
plain, for the many hours and
days she may have spent in giving
life and a future to her "cre-
ations”, yet she must yearn for a

of a touch that whispers
gratitude with love or respect
Even a proffered symbol or token
of acknowledgment can make a
mother forget her pains and bask
in the warmth of tion.

The day [ woke up to the loving
smile of my daughter and son
who stepped into my room with
bouquet and smiled to wish me
"Happy Mothers Day”, remains a
memorable one for me.

I still feel the warmth of love
and recognition around me. | am
enclosed in the wonder of the love
of my children who rem
to say 'thank you' to me remeim-
bering the day which is set aside
to honour mothers. It was a

moment which filled me with a

sense of achievement an
reminded me that al the trialsand
sacrifice were worth it.

Imrana Shahidullah
Gulshan2, Dhaka




