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Biman's TUs to
stage sit-in in
city today

By Staff Correspondent

The steering committee of
five trade unions of the Biman
employees will stage a two-hour
sit-in demonstration in the city
today as part of their ongoing
protests against the govern-
ment decision to convert the
Biman Bangladesh Corporation
into a public limited company.

The demonstration will take

lace in front of the Biman L
adquarters at Kurmitola.

The Biman Board of Direc-
tors had decided for partial pri-
vatisation of the national car-
rier. offloading 40 per cent of its
shares to the strategic partner,
nine per cent to the employees
while the remaining 51 per cent
will go to the government.
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Jubo Dal leader
murdered
at Feni

From Our Correspondent

FENI. Aug 1: A Jubo Dal
leader was murdered by some
unidentified assailants at vil-

lage Sonarpur under Sadar up-
azla last night.

Police and witnesses said the
victim Khurshed Alam. 28,
joint secretary of Jubo Dal GM
Hat unit under Fulgazi thana,
was Kidnapped at gunpoint by
a group ol eight youths from the
house of his father-in-law at
midnight

See page 11 col 8
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Malaysian businessmen offered

10 areas for investment

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 1
Identifying Bangladesh as an
ideal destination for invest-
ment, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina today urged the
Malaysian businessmen to in-
vest massively in her country,
reports UNB,

I am sure you will find
Bangladesh as your prospective
location for investment, | wel-
come you all to my country in
near future,” she said, address-
ing a luncheon meeting hosted
by National Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry of Malaysia
(NCCIM) at Istana Hotel.

The prime minister offered
10 specific areas for Malaysian
investment in Bangladesh.

The areas are: Power genera-
tion, oil, gas and mineral ex-
ploration, computer software
telecommunications, textiles,
agro-based industries like poul-

try and dairy farming, tourisin
tevelopment, air transporta-
tion, private EPZ and gems cut-
tin% and polishing.

Inveiling a 12-point incen-
tive package, Hasina sald for-
eign Investment in Bangladesh
is secured against nationalisa-
tion and expropriation. It also
guaranlees repatriation of divi-

ends. capital and return from
it

Describing Bangladesh as a
bridge between the emerging
markets of South Asia and fast
rowing markets of South East
sia and the ASEAN countries,
the prime minister said foreign
direct investment is an emerg-
ing phenomenon in
Bangladesh.

“Our country's needs for in-
vestiment in infrastructures for
the expanding cities and grow-
ing population cannot be met

from the government and do-
mestic savers alone.”

She said with improved eco-
nomic management, reforms in
key areas and a liberalised In-
vestment regimes, Bangladesh
is capable ol attracting signifi-
cant part of the private capital
now flowing Into developing
countries.

The government has under-
taken comprehensive macro-
economic and structural reforin
measures as a part of its overall
market friendly liberalisation
programme, the prime minister
sal(

Hasina referred to the vari-
ous steps to protect loreign in-
vestment and said Bangladesh
ensured intellectunal properity
rights and Is a signatory to dif-
ferent multilateral agencies
like MIGA, OPIC and ICSID

She sald Malavsia and

Bangladesh have concluded In-
vestment Treaty for promotion
and protection of Investiment
and bllateral agreement to
avoid double taxation.

President of NCCIM Tan Sri
Tajuddin Ramll also spoke on
the occaslon,

Labour and Manpower Min-
ister Abdul Mannan, State Min-
ister for Foreign Alfairs Abul
Hasan Chowdhury, Prime Min-
ister's Principal Secretary Dr S
A Samad, her sister Shelkh Re-

hana and members of
Bangladesh business delega-
tion., Privatization Board

Chalrman Kazi Zalarullah and
FBCCI President Abdul Awal
Mintoo attended the function
Replying to question, the
prime minister admitted that
some problems still exist in
Bangladesh. Bul in near future

See page 11 col 8

Khaleda alleges several attempts
< on her life, blames PM

Leader of the Opposition and
BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia
has accused Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina of sponsoring
several attempts to Kill her ever
since the Awami League gov-
ernment took over power

‘Several attempts had been
made to kill me after this gov-
ermment took over. Now | un-
derstand that the prime mninis-
ter had been involved in these
attempts,” Khaleda told BBC
Bengali Service in an exclusive
interview last night.

The BNP chief categorically
denied the allegation ol opposi-
tion's involvement in planting
bomb in a bid to assassinate the
prime minister

"I want to say that we do not

By Staff Correspondent

believe in the politics of Killing.
But it was proved that the prime
minister herself was involved
in the politics of killing.”
Hl’lﬂll“{lql ?\ﬂi'[l
Earlier in an interview with
BBC World Service, Prime Min-
Ister Sheikh Hasina alleged
that the opposition had been
trving to Kill her
“The prime minister had
ilso tried to implicate the oppo-
sition by bringing similar tvpes

ol allegations against it.~
Khaleda said.
Quoting a book, which is

authored by an Awami League
activist and a close associate of
the prime minister and was
published recently. the opposi-
tion leader said the prime min-

iIster wanted to kill me

She had announced Tk 5
lakh as reward for Kkilling me
and of that amount she had
paid Tk. 50.000 as advance,
Khaleda said

When asked to comment on
the governments allegation
that the opposition was
sponsible lor the delerioratng
law aud order, the BNP « hief
denied the charge

instead, she alleged that the
nephew of the prime minister
lllegally occupied a five-storey
bm?thug and that ruling party
people encroached upon the
Buriganga and forcibly took
over a bank, sexually assaulted
girl students at Dhaka Univer-
Sity

Fc-

Stunning
reversal!
By Nazmul Ashraf

The latest by-election has
seen a stunning reversal in the
fate of Awami League heavy-
weight Amir Hossain Amu

He has enticed public sup-
port over four thimes more than
that in the previous occasion
back in 1996 in his home dis-
trict of Jhalokathi.

Having a dubious record of
losing all the parliamentary
elections in this remote south-
ern district except in 1973, Amu
secured 99,303 votes in Mon-
day's by-election in
Jhalokathi. He bagged only
23,792 votes in the 1996 elec-
tion. »

The record was even worse in
1991 when he polled only
16,357 votes. His previous high
was 35,094 in 1986, according
to available records

And on all those occasions,
See page 11 col 8

The parliamentary standing
committee on defence ministry
had a fiery debate yesterday
over a number of issues includ-
ing the purchase of MIG-29s
Levland trucks and the author-
ity of the parlamentary body

The committee after hours of
debates decided to discuss in its

By Inam Ahmed

next meeting the contentious
issues and deo the one on de-
lenice budget in the parliament,
according to meeting sources
The other issues on the
agenda are alleged corruption
(0 MIG-29 and frigate purchases
and corruption in the unsched-
uled overhauling of army air-
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craft AN-32 In Russia. It has
been alleged that the reason be-
hind taking the aircraft to Rus-
sla was to legitimise personal
pleasure trips.

BNP lawmaker Major (rtd.)
AKkhteruzzaman charged the
commiltee chairman for disre
garding a court order to show
all documents regarding the
MIG-29 purchase to the com-
mittee,

Akhteruzzaman said he had
submitted the court verdict to
the chairman’s office although
it was the chairman's job to col-
lect the verdict from the office
of the attorney general. And yet,
the documents are being held up
1o hide facts about corruption,
he alleged

However, Committee

Fiery debate over Mig, frigate purchase

JS body chairman under fire for 'disregarding court order’

Chairman Maj. Gen. K M Shafi-
ullah (rtd.) said he had not re-
ceived any copy of the court
verdict. He asked Defence Secre-
tary Idris All to collect a copy of
the judgement and submit it
before the comunittee

The members also observed
that the standing committee
has become a paper tiger, as the
executive bodies have imple-
mented none of its recommen
dations. They felt that the
committee recommendations
are in line with the constitution
and the executives should im-
plement those,

The frigate purchase from
South Korea also figured in the
four-hour meeting and the op
position members once again
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eJ oﬁrnalist murder

Three held from Litu's
house in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA., Aug 1: Police ar-
rested three persons from the
residence of Ward Comimis-
sioner Asaduzzaman Litu at
midnight on Monday

The arrested were identified
as Kabirul Islam, Chairman of
Dumuria Unilon, Litu's car
driver Habibur Rahman and
cook Azizul Huq.

Litu fled his house sensing
presence of police, said a source.

Meanwhile, a nine-member
special team has been formed
by KMP to launch operations to
nab Litu and Hirok

Besides, plain-clothes po-
licemen and Informers have
been engaged in different places
of Khulna, Satkhira and Bager-
hat districts for confirming
whereabouts of the fugitives

who are seriously wanted in
connection with Shamsur
Rahman murder case, sald a
source in KMP,

A section of lawyers belong-
ing to the Awamli League moved
a petition on Monday afternoon
seeking bail for Hosne Ara
Parul and Akhter.

The CMM rejected the bail
prayer and sent them to Khulna
district jall.

Hosne Ara Is mother of
professional killer' Shahid,
She allegedly carried the arms
from Khulna to Jessore which
was used to kill journalist
Shamsur Rahman. Her son
Shahid is vet to be nabbed

Akhtar iIs driver of the car
which carried the woman to

See page 11 col 8

/6 cos short-listed to
set up NGL plant

From Igbal Siddiquee

SYLHET, Aug 1. Six loreign
oil companies have been short-
listed for setting up of an NGL
(Natural Gas Liquids) fractiona-
tion plant In Sylhet at a cost of
40 million US dollars.

A six-member team con-
ducted a fleld survey In some
areas ol Golapganj and Bean|-
bazar thanas two weeks ago to
select a site for the joint venture
project, Energy and Mineral Re-
sources Secretary Dr Toufique
Elabl Chowdhury told The
Dailly Star. "We are expecting to
start structural work on the

L

project some time next year".
The team, headed by
Petrobangla Secretary, included
representatives from
Bangladesh Petroleum Corpo-
ration (BPC), LP Gas Limited,
Sylhet Gas Flelds Limited
(SGFL), Rupantarita Prakritik
Gas Company Limited (RPGCL)
and Bangladesh Gas Filelds
Company Limited (BGFCL)

The main reason for setting
up the proposed plant in Sylhet
IS 1o ensure best utilisation of
NGL, which Is found in good

See page 1] col 7

Heavy rains across the coun-
iry vesterday came
ing. with d ind entomol-
ogists saving it would wash
away aedes mosquito and its
larvae to ."l“d_‘; the '(I-'llp‘lat_'
scare ,

The downpour in the city

s o !?]f"\‘-\.

II'I'['K.

9 pm, flooded most of the roads
and created waler-logging in
many areas. Rains that dis-
rupted life in the city continued
| tHl writing of the report at 11
pin.
The rainfall was recorded at
51 mun in Cox's Bazar, 39 mun in
Rajshahi, 24 mm in Chittagong,
32 mm in Tangall, 27 mm In
Comilla, 18 mm in Srimangal,
| 16 mm in 19 mm in

1
-Fl:“q‘-ul :'g'

| Iswardy and 19 mm In Dina-
| jpur

Heavy rainfall is expected
today logical

also, the Meteor:

Two-year-old Shaon was admitted to BIRDEM hospital
with dengue fever yesterday.

Dengue: Rain comes
as a blessing

By Staft C

recorded at 81 mun from 6 pm to

e

— Star photo

orrespondent

Department here sald last |
night

it this trend of rainfall con- |
tinues in the next couple of
days, aedes mosquito will be
completely destroyed.” an en
tomologist told The Daily Star
last night "

The experts had earlier said
that dengue fever was spreading
in the city due to less rainfall
during the current mionsoon
Less rains favours breeding ol
aedes mosquito.

"Aedes ‘mosquito lay eggs i
fresh water, specially in small
containers, but not in running
water,” sald Medical Entomol
ogist N P Maheswary, a World

— e ——————————————————

e ————— —

Health Organisation consul-
tant
When rain stops, spraying of

completely destroys the larvae

larvaecide is very eflective and
the experts said j

| I

Dengue: 5
die n Ctg
so far

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 1: Chit-
tagong unit of Bangladesh Med-
Ical Assoclation (BMA) today
claimed that so far five dengue
patients died in Chittagong out
of 57 cases detected.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at BMA office here Dr Im-
ran Bin Yunus, Convenor of
Dengue Surveillance Sub-
committee said that the Infor-
mation on deaths and attack by
dengue fever were gathered from
hospitals, clinics, laboratories
and practitioners,

He said dengue patients were
identified through definitive
tests, not by confirmatory tests.

Dr Imran’ suggested that
blood test of suspected patients
should not be done hefore five
days as it takes time to deyelop
anti-body.

He stressed the need for cong
certed efforis to combat the
deu%nr mernace

He pointed out that dengue
virus were detected in 13.7 per
cent people below 15 vears dur-

Sec page 11 col 7

78 more dengue
cases in city
By Staff Correspondent

More 78 dengue patients
were admitted to different hos-
pitals in the city vesterday, ac-
cording to sources in the hospi-
tals

Of them., 21 were admitted to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal, eight each to Mitford Hospi-
tal and Shishu Hospital, two to
BIRDEM. three to Rajarbagh
Police Hospital, three to Red
Crescent Holy Family Hi spital

three to Bangladesh Medical
Hospital, five to Central Hospi-
tal and two were admitted to
| Dhaka Communit Hospital
| The rest were admitted 1 ‘
other private clinics
Doctors said most of the
cases were ol classical dengi
| which pose no threat. There was
Nno cast | Denpgue Haemor-
rhagic Fever (DHF), which is

dangerous

Man }HI'.HHI,»- went to hos-
piials with high fever bt a1
th”n!" wWere 1ot cases ol ds
lever. There wer:

] .
i wrong diagnosis bv dow

ngte
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Trust Bank

enters into the stream
of banking netw

our 6th branch opens today at
Rangpur Cantonment

Branch

THE TRUST BANK LTD.




