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BOLE A Victim of Neglect

HE Foreign Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try at their monthly luncheon meeting on
sunday delivered what we regard as the worst in-
Yictment to date on the Board of Investment. Far
om being a 'facilitator’ of foreign investment, the
301 has allegedly proved to be 'problematic’ o it.
\one other than practitioners in the field are say-
‘g this now. What a fall ‘from the sublime to the
idicule'! Much of it because of the neglect shown (0
“his body, what with the appointment of high-pro-
[;'tle bureaucrats to the topmost slot of the BOL.

. The fact of the matter is that BOI itself has not
~en served well by its chief executives so that one
uld not expect it to serve others or fullil its man-
ate. Take the case of Faruk Sobhan. With his cre-
Jentials he looked like the man for the job but
sould he find himself in full-time charge of the or-
i anisation? Far from it, he was to soon get en-
‘meshed in campaligning for election to the post of
E,.".‘.‘c.trnmu:rumnu-'us':aatlth secretary general he was nomi-
hated by the government for. He had to take time
Sut for that purpose, with the lobbying at the gov-
srnment level proving patently inadequate. As a
“esult, the BOI boat wobbled along rudderlessly for
Exhr: most part.

Then comes Mokammel Hossain to the scene in

Shiny armour. However, no sooner had he dipped
‘1is toes on the job he faced an internal unrest
‘vhich kept him unfocused for sometime. But this
Las been overtaken by a seemingly larger distrac-
jon. A rumour is currently making the round that
3e might stand for election at the Bhola con-
tituency during the forthcoming national polls.
‘fhat impression has grown stronger among the
Sublie following his frequent trips to Bhola and
| he speeches he has been delivering there with a po-
(itical overtone.
' The previous BOI chief could not work to his full
Hotential as explained above and so is the present
‘ncumbent's attention apparently veering away
‘rom the job at hand. It is because of this lack of fo-
sus on the BOI that petty corruption and misman-
“weement have crept into the organisation over time
Eﬁnking it a non-performing shallow entity now.
| ‘e Japanese investors have lately made scathing
' riticism of our investment climate reflecting
' heir growing disenchantment with what we are
‘offering’. Either we stop hearing our own voices fo
"1 change to lend our ears to others' voices or we per-
'sh in a competitive world.

- Trade in Women and
| Children
E HE 13 girls, aged between one and 18, who were

; repatriated from West Bengal on July 27, are
Jortunate, indeed. True, they had to languish in pa-
' hetic conditions at different jails in India, some
Of them for nearly six years but, at least, they have
' ‘ome back home. Many never do. They were headh
' or a life’ of 'uneertainty,” indignity and misery: =
Life. more painful than death. It is a new leasc ol
Vife for them. The credit for freeing them from th
Uiutches of the traffickers certainly goes to the In
\lian police, and for returning to their parents Lo
‘'he Bangladesh Women Lawyers’ Association
BWLA) that tirelessly pursued the issue for over a
| rear.
' The number of recovered and repatriated souls is
Lindeniably paltry compared to the magnitude of
| rafficking and sale to brothels in different parts
f the region. According to a United Nations Devel-
ihpment Fund for Women report, every year some
! 'wo million women and children are abused and
\'rafficked globally, with Southeast and South Asia
P opping the list. In recent years, the report also
Laid, some 300,000 Bangladeshi children, most of
‘lhem aged below 18 years, were sold to brothels in
' 'ndia.
" Ominously, trafficking of boys and girls is more
\Hften than not facilitated by their own families.
| fake the case of Reshma, Ruma and Sumi, three of
he 13 girls repatriated from Lilua Home in Cal-
qutta. Their father, a poor carpenter, decided to
'l ake them to India where, he was made to believe
1y the ‘well-wishers’, they would get ‘good’ jobs and
live ‘happily’ thereafter. On the way, he was
‘ricked with and her daughters spirited away. Eco-
womic compulsions sometimes induce parents to
send their little children with ‘relatives’ in quest
Of better fortune. Invariably they get sold to local
srothels or to traffickers to be sold to brothels in
some South Asian countries. Therefore, alongside
snhanced vigil, especially on the border. we also
1eed to raise community-level awareness about the
raffickers and their mode of operations by way ol
1ipping the problem in the bud.

An Opportunity to Serve

HERE are times in the life of a people when
they close ranks and rise as one man to fight
; an evil or a misery. The opportunity has now
' rome to us for a concerted move to rid ourselves ol
. 'he menace of Dengue. Much is being spoken.
waritten and disseminated through the national
];)ress on this dreaded disease to dispel panic and
F_r;lvf: guidelines to combat this Killer virus. Men.
' yomen and children, students, teachers and
Ei)rofessionals are all making special efforts to keep
' heir surroundings clean In an attempt to destroy
5'.".hc breeding places of the aedes mosquitoes that
arry the virus.

L In the meanwhile, however, several precious
fves have been taken away by this fever across the
ﬁ;.-‘:ountry leaving behind many poignant stories to
- 9e told. Unfortunately at a time like this some un-
Fit,;crupulous people are apparently trying to make
. windfall profits trading on the miseries of poor
i,md hapless patients. Needless to say that many
1ocople are confused in the endemic situation with
pinions somewhat varying about the treatment
‘orocedure, especially In the early stages. The pro-
2ess of detection involves pathological test of the
lood samples and some laboratories have been
sharging high rates for the procedure. This is a
Hme for compassion and commitment. We arc a
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“which beacon you at this hour of national need.
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' A Hoax of an Arrest: A Super-criminal Walks Free

Praful Bidwai writes from New Delhi

Mr Vajpayee has succeeded in surviving another crisis. He has greatly helped the Shiv Sena. But the

~poor nation. Many of us cannot make both ends
meet. Please don't fleece your fellow being: instead
fulfil your social and professional responsibilities

self-confessed instigator of

one of our worst communal

ms, has again gone scot-

thanks to a bad judicial

order and the Maharashtra gov-

ernment's ineptitude, coupled

with the Centre's dirty tricks. The

worst scenario this column fore-

cast has materialised. No one,

barring the Supreme Court, has

emerged unsullied from the sor-
did drama.

The state government messed
up the case, Instead of filing a
fresh charge-sheet, it allowed the

strate to invoke the "Ume
bar" based on a procedural tech-
nicality, The strate made a
further mockery of the law by
terminating the case altogether.

The most dishonourable role
here is of course Mr Thackeray's.
He subverted the law through
blackmail.

Only a little less brazen was the
Sena MPs' arm-twisting. The
pride of place here goes to Mr
Ram Jethmalani who lost his job
and is now maligning everyone.
His conduct was downright lout-
ish. At its core was a direct, open
conflict of interest with his role as
Mr Thackeray's legal adviser for
30 years. He had no business to
comment on the merits of his
prosecution.

Worse, Mr Jethmalani drew up
a "rescue plan” for Mr Thackeray
involving unwarranted Central
intervention in the case. This is
before he was sacked.

SO Mr Bal Thackeray, the

T its face value the raft of
promises contained in the
joint communique
issued at the end of three-day
annual summit of the G8 coun-
tries comprising USA, UK,
France, Japan, Germany, Italy,
Canada and Russia (Russla,
however, is yet to formally
become a full member, its status

is that of a dialogue partner) in
Okinawa in Ja on July 23
would appear lofty and worthy. It

contains the pledges to heln
reduce poverty in the deveiupiog
countries, cut their debis, fight
infectious diseases, provide
schooling for the poor children,
harness the power o' new tech-
nologies and ens' ¢ that all
countries could cyually reap the
fruits of globalisation.

President Bill Clinton, for
whom it was the last such sum-
mit as he will be relinquishing his

office in January next, appeared
extra-jubilant on its outcome.
“This is first time, at least in my
experience, and this is my last G8
conference, that there has been
such a systematic focus on the
developing world on the prob-
lems of disedse and the digital
divide and education,” said he as
he announced $300 million in aid
to provide free school lunches in
developing countries.

The summit did not make any
shattering decisions. The inter-
national scenario is relatively
calm. There are no new and
pressing problems. The leaders of
the affluent countries in the
exclusive club of G8 had thus
time to focus on long-term issues
which they considered as crucial
to global peace and prosperity.

citizen's faith in the Indian state has been severely shaken by its failure to bring a communal
super-criminal to book.

Regrettably, he was not the
sole Union minister to comment
on the Thackeray case. Mr Arun
Jaitley did the same, as did SS
ministers Joshi, Prabhu and
Vikhe Patl, Inviting the Supreme
Court's rebuke, This brought the
ministers no glory. But Mr Jaitley
has since been appointed law
ministert

Mr Vajpayee is to blame for
letting his ministers go berserk.
By refusing Maharashtra’'s rea-
sonable request for Central forces
to meet the Sena's threat, and
arm-twisting senlor state minis-
ters through Mr Pramod
Mahajan, he showed partiality
towards Mr Thackeray. Without
his chosen emissaries, the July
25 false-arrest-and-release deal
couldn't have been worked out,

Attorney General Soli Sorabjee
too conducted himself less than
impeccably. He got into friction
with Mr Jethmalani, But that
hardly justified his caustic
remark that Mr Jethmalani with
his "inexhaustible store of pin-
pricks" was himself to blame for
his dismissal.

Testimony to tension between
the two was the M.S. Shoes scan-
dal, in which the AG opposed Mr

Jethmalani's decision to favour
the company. This too speaks
poorly of the former law minister.
Mr Jethmalani cairies a burden-
some reputation after half a
IWetime of defending notorious
smugglers.

In 1996, he called for the
havala scam flles during his 13-
day tenure as law minister, He
later recommended “regularisa-
tion" of posh Anant Ram Diary
properties for a sum only one-
quarter of thelr market value (a
loss of Rs. 86 crores to the exche-
quer).

As law minister, he also got into
scrapes with the Supreme Court.
Indeed, it Is dismaying that Mr
Vajpayee gave him that portiolio a
second time.

However, Mr Sorabjee is no

on of rectitude. He went
along with the Vajpayee govern-
ment's abjectly partisan decision
to review the Constitution. He
also breached a healthy conven-
tion by not resigning when the
United Front, which appointed
him AG, demitted office,

The AG's position is special in
the parliamentary system. Mr
Sorabjee does it no credit. His
record on Constitutional matters
is amblvalent. He defended the

Emecrgency as “lawful”,

This sordid episode shows up
the growing rot in our system and
critical fallures of the Indian
state. Surely, it speaks poorly of
our legal system that it took seven
years, three governments, and a
suspended-now-revived-later
judicial inquiry, for a case against
Mr Thackeray to be lodged only
to be dismissed. The Supreme
Court rebuked the Maharashtra
government: “You appoint a high
court judge to head a commis-
sion; is this the way you treat his
report?”

It 1s no less unfortunate that
the Supreme Court itself rejected
a petition in 1994 for Mr
Thackeray's prosecution on
identical grounds. It must
redeem its integrity now by order-
ing his prosecution.

Recent actions speak equally
poorly of the Indian state's Integ-
rity. It “regularised” patently
illegal encroachments by the
super-rich on government land in
1,071 colonles in Delhi. This
amounts to trading (n sovereign
rights. The message it sends out
is that the affluent, including
ministers M.Tw B K.
Kumaramangalam stands named
can get away with gross illegality

] ». g '.
Bal Thackeray
and enormous greed just by
paying money.

The Sainik Farms issue Is
different from, say, regularising
unauthorised slums. The poor
squat on land because they can-
not afford to buy property. Cities
need their services. Squatting
the poor Is survival-related.
Sainik Farms are greed-driven.

Equally deplorable is the gov-
ernment’s decision to free the five

b 4 i?rm’;‘ﬁfwﬁa%
release was not a

cowardice on the
ment which

Russians in the Purulia arms-

tried

"humane
ture”, as claimed, butran act of

ofa 4
ced its own law
to cut huge arms deals with Rus-
sia.

That's not the mark of a self-
respecting government which
takes sovereignty seriously.

India's state Is turning
increasingly parasitical. It has
less and less to offer its people In
services necessary for survival. It
{s withdrawing even from areas
like power and telecom. Iis
sources of authority are now
found largely in its armed appa-
ratus. They are bereft of legiti-

macy.

I‘;{B spells a unique danger. In
the Age of Democracy, states get
their legitimacy not from above,
but from the people, in whom real
sovereignty rests. They must fulfil
the citizen's needs, If they fail,
their legitimacy comes under a
cloud.

That's y what (s hap-

in India. Mr Vajpayee has
succeeded in surviving another
crisis. He has greatly helped the
Shiv Sena. But the citizen's faith
in the Indian state has been
severcly shaken by its fallure to
bring a communal super-
criminal to book.

That faith won't be restored
unless the Supreme Court {tself
quickly orders Mr Thackeray's
long ovedue trial.

G8 Pfomises: Platifudes for thé PBor

by Mansoor Mamoon

Peace and prosperity on a global plank as desired by the G8 leaders will continue to largely remain elustve
so long poverty stalks the earth and stares billions of its people in the face. ... So long there remains the
great divide between the developed and the developing countries in respect of resources and riches
there cannot be any real peace.

About debt relief the G8 sum-
mit made the vow for trying hard
to ensure held to 20 out of 41 very
poor countries to come out of the
burden of foreign loan under
which they are presently groan-
ing. Apart from this, it also
pledged to meet a wide range of
UN development goals, including
numerical targets to reduce AIDS
(by one-fourth) and other infec-
tious disecases like TB and
malaria, halving absolute poverty
by the year 2015 and a place in
school for every child on earth.
They also stressed the need for

integrating all the countries with
the process of globalisation so
that its benefits equally reach to
all corners of the globe. The G8
leaders decided to set up a task
force to be called 'Digital Oppor-
tunity Task Force (DOT) to reduce
the existing wide disparity.in the
use of information technology
between the rich and the poorer
countries. Dispersal of the latest
development in bio-technology
was also in the agenda.

At the end of the year, there will
be an assessment meeting for
reviewing how far the pledges
made by leaders of the affluent
trading countries have been
materialised. A project named as
‘creating Digital Dividends' being
organised by World Resources
Institute has been planned for

October this year at Seattle. The
next G8 summit has been con-
vened at Genoa in Italy and till
then it could not be determined
how serious and sincere the G8
leadersr had been.

So far so good. But at its core
the raft of pledges made by the G8
leaders could not bring flickers of
hope to the rer countries. The
promise for debt relief, the word-
ing of 'try hard' is indeed vague.
At their last year's summit in the
German city of Cologne they had
pledged a debt relief of $100
billion. But very little was done in

this respect. The expectation of
the developing countries with
heavy burdens of debt was never
met. At their conference this year
they refrained from specifying
any
which would be on the right track

of 'reforms and restructuring

would get the benefits of debt
relief and their number would be
up by nine from 11 to 20. This is
a conditionality that is not going
to help the rer countries from
getting the benefit of debt cancel-
lation for which they are clamour-
ing for long. Hence the global
poverty situation is not going to
improve albeit the lofty words
spelt out by the summit leaders.
(Among the G8 countries, only
Italy intends to cancel debt worth
$6 billion under which 62 coun-

figure but said the countries.

tries will get benefit and some
among them will also receive new
ald packages.)

Globalisation, the inflow and
outflow of goods and commodi-
ties, to and from developing coun-
tries from and to the developed
ones, are still very incongruous
and inconsistent with what the
G8 leaders are vou . The
reality is extremely different and
highly unfavourable for the devel-
oping countries. Market economy
or the so-called liberalisation is
turning out to be, by and large, a
new monstrous type of economic

colonialism for the poorer coun-
tries, whose economic viability is
virtually at peril because of the
unfair nature of competition
between the countries in the
North and the Seuth. Even Rus-
sia in G8 is yet fo efféctively inte-
grate itself with the process of
globalisation. Rather a huge
number of Russians are turning
out to be victims of
pauperisation. The latest buzz-
word on the international circuit
the digital divide demonstrates
how far the disparity in the distri-
bution of information technology
has reached. Almost 60 per cent
of the on line users are North
Americans while the rest 40 per
cent belong to other countries.
The share of the poorer countries
is minimal. Closing the great

Digital Divide will, therefore, take
decades if not centuries. When
the mercurial Laloo Prasad Yadav
in the Indian state of Bihar
opposes IT he has a cogent point.
He said, "What does IT mean for
India? India is not USA? What
shall we do with IT when millions
of Indian people are shelterless,
when medicare for the poor and
rural electrification are still a
luxury?” This is not only true
about India (in IT, India has made
notable progress) but also for a
large number of poorer countries.

Japan has already committed
$15 billion in aid stretching over a
period of five years to the develop-
ing countries to close the ever-
widening digital divide. The
amount is to be spent for training

IT plapners and engineers. The
amount is just a drop in the ocean
viewed t the backdrop of

huge requirement in this regard.
The G8 leaders were optimistic
that the world economy would
register strong growth this year,
but there is no sense of direction
as to how its benefit will reach to
all countries equally, particularly
to the poorer ones and to the
poorer segments of the commu-
nity in the affluent countries.
Despite the long-drawn eco-
nomic slump, Japan spent a
lavish amount of over $750 mil-
lion towards the hosting of the

summit plus two ministerial
mee . There were stff crit-
cisms both at home and abroad
t what has been termed as
this huge unproductive expendi-
ture. According to the critics this
amount {s much more than the
total foreign loan of Gambia and
Equatorial Guyana combined.
With this amount the educational
of 12.5 million children
could have been easily met. Japa-
nese Prime Minister Yoshiro Morl
had however his own logic. He
said, "1 did my best to put
together the views of particular
leaders and did my utmost to
open up the path to the world and
Japanintothe2]1 century.’

The majority of the world popu-
lation is not going to agree with
the logic of Mori. There had been
protests at the WTO conference in
Seattle and World Bank-IMF
meetings in Washington. Pro-

testers also gathered at the sum-
mit venue in Okinawa against the
monopolisation of world's
resources by a handful of coun-
tries leaving the vast majority of

the countries and billians of their

global plank as desired by the G8
leaders will continue to largely
remain elusive so long poverty
Stalks the earth and stares bil-
lions of its people in the face. A
globalised world cannot afford to
neglect the plight of the poorer
countries. So long there remains
the great divide between the
developed and the developing
countries in respect of resources
there cannot be any real peace.

" For peace is indivisible.

Are We Heading for a Catastrophe?

by Kazi Alauddin Ahmed

The law and order situation, despite the government's oft-pronounced 'hard endeavour' continues to deleri-
orate. Some vested interests appear to have organised themselves to create social and political unrest
throughout the country by any means.

HE law and order situation,
despite the governments
off-pronounced 'hard
endeavour’' continues to deterio-
rate. Some vested interests
appear to have organised them-
selves to create social and politi-
cal unrest throughout the coun-
by any means.

THE ghastly murders on July
12, 2000 in Chittagong beggar all
descriptions. It was around 11 in
the morning that this gruesome
and senseless killing in broad
daylight in the busy Bahaddarhat
street was perpetrated by a group
of blood-thirsty criminals. Their
targets, reportedly, were the
front-ranking Student League
leaders travelling in a microbus to
attend a meeting of the party.
They were incidentally saved by a
divine act of providence even
though the bandits tried to inter-
cept the microbus by placing a
hired bus on the road. The
planned interception didn't work
due to delay by a few seconds in
placing the bus when the target
microbus was already away from
the site. But the hapless second
microbus carrying another group
of Student Leaguers fell instant
prey to the assassins' bullets
which pierced through the wind-
shields killing all inside. Besides,
a baby taxi driver passing by was
also hit by bullet fatally. The total
toll was eight.

The brutal murder was
instantly condemned by almost
all political leaders {rrespective of
thelir party affiliation. Invariably,
the party in power has been the
most vocal. Home Minister
Mohammad Nasim blasted the
killers and their patrons behind
the scenes. As usual the minister
promised the aggrieved families
to haul up the criminals by alz:ﬁ
means. Student community
over the country, particularly the
Student Leaguers have vowed to
retaliate if the police failed to
bring the culprits to book. The
armed cadres of the Islami
Chhatra Shibir have been
zccused of such diabolical mur-

ers.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
expressed her displeasure with
the pitiable failure of Chittagong
police to arrest the hoodlums.
She was so overtaken with grief
and anger that she would not
accept a 'no' for an answer. She
disclosed that she had enough
reasons to believe that had the
police jumped into action imme-
diately the assassins couldn't flee
the place of occurrence so easily.
To her utter dismay she said that
evidently there were some
unscrupulous elements within
the police force who, for some
material , pass on advance
information to the bandits facili-
tating their safe passage to
unknown hide-outs. She cau-
tioned the police to do their duty
selflessly or else they would face
dire consequence.

It was contended by the gov-
ernment party leaders that a few
new members of BNP, hitherto
belonging to the defunct NDF led
by SAKA Chowdhury were behind
the murders of six Student
League leaders, the driver of the
microbus they were riding and a
totally unconcerned baby taxi
driver. Besides, a number of
innocent passers-by were
severely wounded in the incident.

The accusation against Islami
Chhatra Shibir was denied by its
parent body. Jamaat-e-Islami
chief Golam Azam shifted the
responsibility of the barbaric
killing on the feuding factions of
the Students ue. He also
demanded a judicial iInvestigation
into it. BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia came by the heels of
her alllance colleague making a
lengthy statement to condemn
such a massacre, However, in the
same breath she accused the
party in power of ‘patronising
terrorism'’ which, she opined, was
proved in the incident. In other
words, she in tune with
Golam Azam asking for a judicial

enquiry,
There has been a chain reac-

tion at times violent all over the
country and almost at every

place, Jamaat-e-Islami and its
student front have been the target
of the wrath of the Student
Leaguers and the Awami League
itself. Tense situation prevails
amidst threats from them that in
the event of police's failure to
arrest the killers within a stipu-
lated period they would resort to
fierce retallation. Even some
newspapers have reported simi-
lar outrageous remarks attrib-
uted to Sheikh Hasina herself
when she was in Chittagong.
However, stories are coming out
in the newspapers that the
Chittagong police, in their des-
perate bid to haul up the culprits
and also to save their faces, have
taken into custody many people
with allegiance to Jamaat, for
interrogation, Some described
such an onslaught as a reign of
terror. Governinent must at once
ask the police not to overdo or to
whip in the void. The Prime Minis-
ter will, hopefully, realise that
such alleged excesses on the part
of the police might discredit her
and her party. She must com-
mand patience and fortitude to
withstand the calamitous situa-
tion.

The Chittagong murders were
followed by the tragic murder of
Janakantha special representa-
tive in Jessore, noted journalist
Shamsur Rahman, It came off at
such a time when the Jessore
Sessions Court was poised to
frame charges against the killers
of Kazi Aref Ahmed and others in
a meeting of Udichl in Jessore.
The tragedy assumed a newer
dimension when it was alleged by
some quarters that Shamsur
Rahman's assassins could
include 2/3 fellow local journal-
ists. One of them has already
been Interrogated by Jessore
police and two others are under
close CID surveillance.

When the whole nation was yet
to recover from the terrible shock
it had sustained in the
Chittagong and the Jessore Inci-
dents the news of planting of a
very powerful bomb at
Kotalipara, Faridpur rocked the

country with a vicious jerk. This
time the Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina was the target. In fact she
has been on the hit list for quite
some time. [t was indeed a very
commendable job that her secu-
rity personnel had performed in
unearthing and diffusing the
planted explosive before Sheikh
Hasina reached her public meet-
ing venue at Kotalipara on July
20, 2000.

Undaunted, Sheikh Hasina
kept her schedule, addressed the
largest ever gathering at
Kotalipara expressing her total
surrender unto the merciful
Allah. 'Death will come when it
will' and she found no reason to
fall back in her current pursuit
towards economic and social
emancipation of the people. She
is determined to forge ahead in
spite of the malevolent threats to
her life.

Meanwhile, other such
devices, planted not very far away
from the venue, have also been
commendably unearthed and
diffused. But who knows, how
many would be in the offing and
could be similarly diffused before
being detonated. People are sim-
ply awe-stricken. They are faced
with the mind-boggling question:
Are we heading for a catastrophe?

The law and order situation,
despite the government’s oft-
pronounced ‘hard endeavour
continues to deteriorate. Some
vested interests appear to have
organised themselves to create
social and political unrest
throughout the country by any
means. One of their main goals,
as it seems, s to foll the current
proceedings of Bangabandhu
murder case in the High Court to
save the necks of those sentenced
to death by the lower court, So,
maintenance ol law and order has
assumed topmost priority at the
highest level of administration.
Any faulty action on the part of
the government is bound to be
disastrous. Therefore, a cool,
cautious and, of course,
calculative path has to be fol-
lowed.

Chocolate bombs
and after effects

Sir, Bangladesh is getting
attention (internally and exter-
nally). More than 36,000 choco-
late bombs have been seized by
the police in the south western
region of the country within a
week, suspected to have origi-
nated from across the border.
Brought in for use by whom
against whom? The response has
to come from the government, to
protect the citizens from terror-
ism.

Thinking of terrorist styles of
operation (all terrorist activities
by different groups are inter-
related, in the larger sense), it
sounds rather implausible that
the opposition groups would dare
to mount a daring commando
raid on a microbus (in Chittagong
city) in broad daylight in a
crowded street, against the party
in power, block the road, and
escape; and so far none of the
direct culprits could be arrested.

The risk involved is too great
compared to the small individual
hit and run attacks. Anyway the
proof is being awaited.

If this is a planned operation, it
is ominous, considering the
shape of things to come. On the
other hand, the ruling regime had
also been adopting a hard con-
frontational style, for reasons
which are hard to fathom, consid-
ering the fact that the whole
administrative machinery of the
government {s at their beck and
call, The third point of doubt is
the expected efficiency of the
police, as the PM herself pointed
out during her visit to the port
city. Has politicisation become so
powerful that the division within,
a service is now hard-lined (the
janatar mancha after-eflect)?

The final year prior to the gen-
eral elections has become thorny.
The regime is being cornered with
more and more tough problems.
It is not so easy to rule over the
Bengalees, as history has shown,
but there is one weakness in the
national character: frequently
Bengalees go against Bengalees,
even at the national level, per-
haps due to overdose of patrio-
tism! Before the mass level is
corrected and oriented, the lead-
ers themselves have to do some

soul searching as to where they

are leading the nation to.
A Citizen

Dhaka

The "protection"

syndrome

Sir, The newspapers are full of
protection pleas from groups, big
and small, in almost every sector
of the society. It is turming into a
negative business, to stall gov-
ernment policies and resist topi-
cal change. If we do not agree in
principle to change, how do we
pro

The CBAs have become mini
planning commissions telling the
government its policies are
wrong! How to run the govern-
ment, when the government is
not allowed to take decisions, and
later, those decisions are flouted?
This administrative anarchy has
to be resisted. There is a saying
that three Bengalees cannot run
a company. Then how 300 parlia-
mentarians can run the country?

The Bangladesh Biman change
in structure is being protested by
the employees. The foreign con-
tainer terminal near Chittagong
port is being resisted by the
Mayor, who is from the

. The BGMEA has a long list
or protection. The employees of
the sick SOEs are scared and
resist privatisation moves. The
garment factories are reluctant to
vacalte the residential areas of the
cities and move on to the Gar-
ment villages. The Opposition
refuses to go to the JS.

If the status quo Is maintained
everywhere, the country will
stand where it was decades ago.
The regimes have a huge PR job in
hand., to mentally prepare the
people for changes. Conservative
and traditional socleties do not
like change. Three major reasons
are over--population; poor eco-
nomic holding power (poverty);
and poor literacy. The fourth
reason is hidden corruption.

Tlhc godl:::;isc;ans have to seri-
ously a these psychologi-
cal factors, when they are ?)%t
making noises in public. There is
discontent even inside the politi-
cal parties, with factions inside
who resist the introduction of

new-look in the image.
Today's fnrmm“ success is
simple: change, or be left behind.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka
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