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Dengue in
Khulna

From Staff Correspondent
KHULNA, July 29: Six people
with dengue fever were admitted
to Khulna Medical College Hos-
pital (KMCH) and Upasham
Clinic on Friday night.
Condition of two undergoing
treatment in the clinic are crit-
ical, said Dr Nazmul Ahsan,
Associate professor of KMCH.
The first victim of dengue
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fever {s Shahed Parvez, 25, an
M. Com examinee from Azam |

Khan Commerce College and
son of Professor Mujibar Rah-
man of Sonadanga.
Arrangements are being
made to send two other dengue

patients to Dhaka for better |

treatment. They are Feroza Be-
m, 48, of Pabla village under
aulatpur thana and Al Amin,
25. of Morrelganj in Bagerhat
district.

City dwellers are now scared
of the prevalence of Dengue
Haemorrhagic Fever (DHF).
There is no Dengue Test-kit in
any of the two hospitals here.

Meanwhile, Acting Mayor of
KCC has appealed to the city
dwellers to actively participate
in elimination of Aedes
mosquito.

The Civil Surgeon, Khulna
sald all possible measures
would be taken for treatment of
dengue patients,

Clash during KU

|

concert: 14 held |

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, July 29: Fourteen |

outsiders were arrested on Fri- |

day night for their alleged in-
volvement in the fierce clash
during an open concert on

Khulna University (KU) campus |

on Thursday night, police said
today.

OC of Batiaghata thana filed |

a caSe as complainant on Fri-

day while an official of KU filed |

Guardians of the arrested
outsiders have strongly
protested police action and
blamed some unruly students of
the university for creating
chaos during the open concert
on KU campus.

On the other hand, the
teachers and students of the
university have demanded ade-
quate seclirlty medsdres on the
campus.

Rape: Seven
arrested
at N'ganj

NARAYANGANJ, July 29:
Police today arrested seven
people on charge of violating a
teenage garments worker on
Thursday.

The arrested are Masum, 20,
Akbar, 19, Mizan, 20, Anwar,
21, Jalal, 20, Shafiqur, 22 and
Manju, 20.

They were arrested from
Chandmari of Fatullah thana,
police said.

Police said the gang of seven
swooped on the garments
worker aged about 18 while she
was returning home at about 8
pm on Thursday.

They took her to a place in
the area and raped her.

Local people later rescued
the girl in an unconscious state
and sent her to Narayanganj
hospital

Victim's sister filed a case
with Fatullah thana in this
connection.

The arrested were produced
before a court here today for
recording their confessional
statemeiit, police said.
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Dengue infection '

Anti-body test not
necessary: Experts

Is taken on the basis of symp-
toms. If the symptom is fever,

Dismissing the necessity of
anti-body test for identification
of dengue fever, medical experts
yesterday urged the people not
to undergo the test as it {s not
necessary for treatment but an
cconomic burden, reports UNB.

They also urged the people
not to be panicked because al-

most all the dengue patients re-

covered from the disease. Peo-
ple should not worry for blood
or platelet transfusion, they
smcr

The experts further urged the
physicians not to send dengue
patients for laboratory test,

The observation and call
came at a press conference on
“Dengue Fever® by Association
of Physicians of Bangladesh
(AOPB) at Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Medical University in
the morning.

The press conference was ar-
ranged to dispel the fear and ex-
plain how to scientifically
overcome the disease.

There was also a panel dis-
cussion on the topic in which
BSMMU vice-chancellor Prof M
A Quadri, Prof Tofael Ahmed,
Prol Mohammad Fazlul Hugq,
Prof Mobin Khan and Prof Ab-
dul Jalil took part. It was
presided over by Prof Mahmud
Hasan, president of AOPB and
its general secretary Dr Syed
Atiqul Haq conducted.

Prof M N Alam, head of the
Medicine department at
BSMMU, in his Key-note paper
presented at the conference said
prevalence of dengue has not yet
taken an epidemic form, but a
large scale out-break.

He said anti-body (IgG & IgM)
test is not necessary for identi-
fication of dengue fever as it has
no role in treating the disease,

Prof Alam said the role of
laboratory is insignificant in
treating dengue cases,

He said treatment of dengue

then one can take paracetamol
tablet and should drink plenty
of water. )

Taking Aspirin and other
drugs except paracetamol for
pain and fever are prohibited,
Prof Alam said.

About the time of admission
in hospital he said one should
be admitted in case of excessive
bleeding., sudden fall of blood
pressure and severe abdomen
pain and respiratory problem.

Dr Syed Atiqul Huq said he
found that many people had
done blood test at their own
initiative. "l have not send any
dengue patient for anti-body
test.”

It is not fair If physicians
send patients to laboratory for
blood test without monitoring
the disease, he added.

Prol Mobin Khan, head of
Hepatology department (deals
with liver) at BSMMU said, one
should not be scared as 99 per
cent dengue patients were cured.

Dr Mobin said dengue fever
would not happen from biting
of all aedes mosquito except
those carried dengue virus.

"None should be panicked as
it reduces the resistance power
of human body", said Dr Mo-
hammad Fazlul Huq, Professor
of Medicine departinent at
Dhaka Medical College and
Hospital.

He said sometimes people
become panic when diarrhoea
iIs branded as cholera. “People
are found sick in panic situa-
tion,” he told the newsinen,

Citing an example Prof
Mahmud said, "I have seen one
of my relative had become wor-
ried for platelet transfusion
without necessity,”

[0 increase awareness, he
said they have taken steps and
will hold a seminar on dengue
shortly.
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3-member body

at Gopalganj
to probe bomb

° [ ]
mmcident
From Our Correspondent

GOPALGANJ, Jly 29: A
three-member cofmittee to
investigate the bgmb planting
incident arrived hére today.

The membérs of the
committee IG Dhananjay
Sarkar, Senlor SP of CID
Mujibur Rahman and Senior
SP of Special Branch Golam
Mostafa.

Meanwhile, two persons
Including a police constable
today left for Habiganf to
identify one Abdul Hannan wlio
was earlier arrested there in

connection with the bomb
incident,

Shibir worker
_ held at Chokoria

COX'S BAZAR, July 29: Po-
lice arrested an Islami Chhatra
Shibir worker at village
Lakkhar Char in Chokoria up-
azila today, reports UNB.

Abul Hashem of Panchlaish
in Chittagong city was arrested
from a hideout here, sald police
who suspected his involvement
in the eight murders in Chit-

tagong.
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Jon Kum-Jin (C), North Korea's senior cabinet councillor
and vice chairman of the Asia-Pacific Peace Committee, is
surrounded by South Korean reporters as he arrived at
Seoul's Kimpo International airport yesterday for inter-

Korean talks scheduled to begin today.

—AFP photo

Two Koreas to hold
talks today

SEOUL. July 29: In the first
such visit in eight yvears, high-
level North Korean officials
came to Seoul today to discuss
ways to boost peace and recon-
ciliation, reports AP.

Cabinet councilor Jon Kun
Jin and his four deputies will
discuss tomorrow with South
Korean officials ways to im-
plement agreements reached at
the historic inter-Korean
summit last month.

The northern delegation, ac-
companied by 13 assistants and
seven journalists, flew in on a
commercial flight from Beljing
because there are no direct air
links between the two Koreas.

"We came here to find ways
to quickly implement historic
agreements reached by leaders
ol two Koreas," Jon said at a
dinner hosted by South Korean
Prime Minister Lee Han-dong,

‘With the summit agree-
ment, a new era in inter-Korean
relations opened and a mile-
stone was set up to realise the
historic achievement of na-
tional unification." he said.

The address came In re-
sponse to Lee's speech.

"We have to transcend the
Ideoclogical differences and ac-
companying conflict,” Lee said,
"Let us develop the future of the
nation in the spirit of seekin
national harmony and actua
benefits for all Koreans." He
then proposed a toast to a fruit-
ful result to the talks.

The North Koreans plan to
return home Monday after two
rounds of talks Sunday.

It marked the first visit to
Seoul by a senior North Korean
delegation since 1992, when
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prime ministers of the two sides
visited ecach other's capitals for
reconciliation talks

Those negotiations were
overshadowed by political ten-
S1011.

This time, there are fresh
hopes for peace following the
June meeting in Pyongyang
between leaders of communist
North Korea and pro-Western
South Korea.

Relations between the coun-
tries have been tense since the
1950-53 Korean War.

The envoys were expected to
discuss ways of easing decades
of animosity. A visit to South
Korea by North Korean leader
Kim Jong Il also was expected to
be on the agenda

The northern delegation in-
cludes no officials handling
military and economic affairs
although South Korea hoped to
discuss opening a military hot

line and connecting rail links |

Across the border

Jyoti Basu's
condition
stable

NEW DELHI, July 29: The
condition of West Bengal Chief

|

e —

Minister Jyotl Basu, admitted |

to All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), after com-
plaining uneasiness, is stable
and fine, hospital sources said,
reports PTI.

Basu, who was admitted to
the institute's Cardlac Care
Unit yesterday, was shifted to a
private room this morning,
sources sald.

Basu was first admitted to
Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital
after he complained of uneasi-
ness during a meeting of CPI (M)
central committee here yester-
day.

He was later shifted to Al-
IMS for further medical check
.
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a breeding ground of mosquitoes and the park itself a trash can.

An evidence of extreme negligence

Anwara Park is now a safe haven for drug addicts and vagabonds

When internationally famed architect Louis Kalin designed the Second Capital
along with the monumental Sangsad Bhaban in 1963, the historic plan meticu-

By Staff Correspondent

ghigence by the Dhaka

City Corporation

for long. The fountain of the park is now
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As night falls, the park turns into a spot of various anti-social activities, Only
two lights out of about 50 could be seen working. In the darkness, clients and

lously shed light on environmental, social, economic and aesthetic aspects. At Emslitutes openly bargain for a deal. Drug sellers move around to find prospective

least that is what architects and planners now want to believe.,

The present day Anwara Public Park at Farm Gate, a part of Kahn's creations,
could be a shocking sight for many. Over its three-acre space, the park bears evi-
dence of too much negligence on the part of the authorities concerned, the De-

partment of Arboriculture (DA).

Anwara Park, situated at one of the busiest intersections in the city, is now a
safe haven for drug addicts, vagabonds, beggars and male and female prostitutes.

Officials of the DA were unable to say how many people were assigned to
maintain the park but they said lack of coordination and negligence of electrical
and engineering wings of the Pablic Works Department (PWD) is contributing to

the poor condition of the park.

“Our responsibility is to maintain only the landscape of the park only,” said

an engineer at the DA oflice.

Most of the concrete benches in the park are broken and the grass on the lawn
has elther over grown or has disappeared due to lack of maintenance. The foun-
tain by the VIP road has become a breeding ground for mosquitoes with rubbish
and contaminated water in it. At least four places in different parts of the park
have been turned into open public toilets. The small guard room-cum-fountain
pump on the western side has been rented to outsiders by the ‘guard’ who is always

busy at the Sangsad Bhaban, one source pointed out.

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, July 29: Hearing
in the sensational case of ar-
son, looting and terrorism in
Gangachhara upazila will begin
tomorrow in the court of Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge here.

Eighty people have been
chargesheeted in the case. There
are 115 prosecution witnesses.
Deposition will begin tomorrow
and will continue for five days.

The prosecution story of the
case is that on April 18, 2000
several hundred armed goons
allegedly led by an influential
bidi merchant and his brother
attacked residences of landless
settlers in Hajipara Char area
under Gangachhara upazila

The goons looted and dam-
aged houses and finally set 35
houses of the settlers on fire.

At least 30 people were in-
jured during the clash.

The case was investigated by
DB police and after investiga-
tion for two months, DB inspec-
tor Atiar Rahman submitted
chargesheet on June 1.

BB authority

From page |

nal case after five days.

The court dismissed the case
against Anisur Rahman Akand.

“The management of SIBL
told the central bank that it
(BB) can not investigate this
particular issue. BB can only
investigate books of accounts
according to the Bank Company
Act,” an official of BB told The
Daily Star.

After getting clearance from
its lawyers, the central bank
sent the inspection team to
SIBL for the second time. The
bank again did not allow the
team to investigate the case, he
stated.

“We have reported to higher
authorities and suggested for
action,” the official added.

When contacted, Governor of
Bangladesh Bank (BB) declined

o comment regarding the mat-
ler,

Managing Director of SIBL,
MM Nurul Haque, also declined
to comment and requested this
correspondent to talk to the
bank’'s chairman.

Prof. MA Mannan, Chair-
man ol SIBL, said with the ap-
proval of the board, he had is-
sued a letter to the MD not to
release any of its staff without
prior approval of the chalrman,

He admitted that the bank
was in serious crisis when these
cmployees resigned [rom the
bank.

Mannan also termed the
central bank action ‘'unlawful’,
saying that SIBL had sent a let-
ter to the Bangladesh Bank
elaborating its position,

“The power to appoint, pro-
mote, and by necessary impli-
cation, to fire an employee vests
in the Board of the bank,” SIBL
sald In its letter. “The service
terms of ex-employees of the
bank can not be the subject
matter ol inspection under Sec-
tion 44 of the Act.”

uyers. Male prostitutes approach any one sitting or hanging around for a ‘cheap

massaﬁge‘.

Most of the ‘exclusive activities' take place on the eastern side of the
park which has more bushes.

“The electrical wing of PWD is to look after lighting system, the fountain and

the fencing are to be repalred by its engineering wing and security is to be main-

Meanwhile,

dreds of legal and illega

the local War

mosque-cum-shopping complex.

mosque on the top floor. The first tw
tres, he was quoted as saying.
The Mayor sent the file to DCC's Estate

belonged to PWD and therefore ‘nothing could be done’. The Mayor is now holding
the file, one source said. L

Save rivers from pollution,

encroachment

Speakers at a roundtable in
the city yesterday urged all con-
cerned and people in general to
come forward to protect the
rivers around the capital from
encroachment and pollution.

They also expressed their
deep concern over filling of the
river beds with waste and
shudge.

The roundtable on En-
croachment and Pollution of
Rivers Surrounding the Dhaka
City and it's Consequences” was
jointly organised by Sunder
Jiban, an NGO and Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (DCCI). It was sponsored
by Benizal Fine Ceramic Ltd.

Held at the conference hall
of DCCI, it was moderated by
environmentalist and Presi-

By Staff Correspondent

dent of Paribesh Rakkha Sap-
ath, AM A Muhit.

State Minister for Environ-
ment and Forest H N Ashequr
Rahman was the chief guest
while DCCI President Aftabul
Islam and Chairman of Benpgal
Fine Ceramics R Maksud Khan
were present as guests of hon-
Our.

Abu Naser Khan, General
Secretary of Porosh, placed the
key note paper. Among others.
Chief Engineer of Dhaka WASA
Kazi Mohammad Seesh, Envi-
ronment Scientist of ICDDRB
Dr Sirajul Islam, head of Bio-
chemistry Departinent of ICD-
DRB M A Wahed, Deputy Man-
aging Director of Sena Kalyan
Sangstha (SKS) Col. Siekh

Amu's show

From page 1
tion. He told newsmen, "Todayv's
mass procession shows that
people are with me for devel -
opment of the area and polls are
going to be free and without
trouble.”

Amu, a Presidium member
of the ruling party, never won
an election since 1973, virtu-
ally giving up his hometown
seat to BNP and JP. He tried his
luck elsewhere in the Barisal
region but lost the polls.

Close aides to Amu says Elen
s not alone. All anti-Awami
League and 'anti-Amu’ forces
within the party forged an in-
visible alliance to prevent him
from gaining an upper hand in
the Barisal region politics

Amu's supporters feel thatl
their leader mnst win this oth -
erwise Insignificant election to
consolidate his position in his

of strength

home town so that he can also
win the next general elections,
sometime in middle of next
vear.That is reason for his
frantic effort to win this elec-
tion

A large number of the cam-
paigners for came from Dhaka
and other districts and this
made the locals a bit apprehen -
sive, poll watchers said.

As some minor incidents
have already taken place, the
authorities have taken all pos-
sible steps to make polls
smooth and trouble-free.

Army troops are fanning out
to different areas of the con-
stituency. Large contingents of
BDR, Police and Ansars will
also be deployed to maintain
order.

All preparations for the elec-
tion have been completed, dis-
trict officials said tonight.

Farid took part in the discus-
sion.

Terming the metropolis an
“ideal city of pollution™, the
state minister said, © Not only
river encroachinent and pollu-
tion but noise, air pollution and
pollution crated by solid waste
are also responsible for envi-
ronmental degradation in the
capital”, he said.

The DCCI chief said a strong
political commitmen! and co-
ordinated efforts by all con-
cerned are needed to protect the
rivers from encroachment and
pollution. He urged the govern-
ment to give tax holiday to
those industrial organisations
which are not responsible for
environmental pollution.

Col. Seikh Farid said SKS
will demolish its structures il
those are found encroaching on
Buriganga river. As per a BI-
WTA request, it is now examin-
ing its installations along the
river, he said.

In may be recalled that fol-
lowing reports in The Daily
Star, an inquiry by the De-
partment of Environment
found large scale encroacl-
ments on Buriganga by SKS and
others. ' :

Pointing out arsenic pollu-
tion of country’'s groundwater,
R Maksud Khan said all con-
cerned should come forward
immediately to keep the surface
water safe.

Porosh General Secretary
Naser Khan revealed that 104
constructions have encroached
upon the river Buriganga.
Only encroachment is not re-
sponsible for gradual death of
the rivers around the city. Bio-
logical hazards are also respon-
sible for it.”, he said.

Khaleda patronising terrorists

in SW region: Nasim

ALAMDANGA. Chuadanga,
July 29: Home Minister Mo-
hammad Nasim today blamed
opposition leader Khaleda Zia
for backing notorious crimi-
nals In southwestern region,
reports UNB,

'"The terrorists again ralsed
their heads in the southwestern
region, and she (Khaleda) Is pa-
tronising them." Nasim told a
public meeting at Gordari
School Maldan here in the af-
ternoon.

The Home Minister said
Khaleda Zia recently held meet-
ings in Magura, Jessore, Khulna
flanked by the accused killers
involved in Udichi bombings
and killing Kazi Aref. "Getting
her shelter, the terrorists are
now trying to regroup in the re-
glon."

Nasim alleged that killing of
Journalist Shamsur Rahman
who always wrote against ter-

; ]

rorism in the country's south-
west was an outcome of
Khaleda’'s provocative remarks.

Alleging Opposition's link
with terrorist syndicates, the
Home Minister sald messages
were sent to the terrorists now
in jail to join hands with oppo-
sition if they wanted to survive,

He sald Awami League does
not need any support from ter-
rorists and goons because his
party stands for the cause of the
people and only requires their
support.

Recalling his success in
curbing terrorism in the trou-
ble-torn region by launching
combing operation, the Home
Minister urged the people to
cast their votes for boat at the
coming election to maintain
peace in the area.

“If you want to continue
peace In the region, elect us in
the next election, vote for boat.

[f you vote them (opposition),
the terrorists will come out
from jail," the Home Minister
said.

Local Awami League leader
Abdur Razzaq Chowdhury
resided over the meeting while

lagbul Ahmed MP, local AL
leaders Mirza Sultan Raza and
Advocate Yunus Ali spoke.

Earlier, he inaugurated
Goldari Police Camp in Alam-
danga thana. 1G of Police Nurul
Huda was also present. *

Nasim, at a briefing asked
the policemen to be more active
to rein in criminals as he said
the terrorists are trying to re-
group again.

He reminded that the camp
was built with people's tax
money so police should be more
responsible to the people.

‘I hope all the policemen
will stand by the people fn any
necessity,” he told the police-
mein.

tained by the local PWD office. We are responsible for maintenarice of the trees.
bushes and plants,” said the DA engineer.
“More than two lakh Feuple come to Farm Gate area every day. There are hun-
shops but how many public toilets are there?” the engi-

neer asked explaining why pe?j)le were using parts of Anwara Park as toilets.
Commissioner recently approached DCC Mavor
Mohammad Hanif to allocate a large area in the park on the western side for a

The Commissioner is learnt to have been moved by the lack of prayer space for
hundreds of people of the area. His plan included a three-storied building with a
o floors would be turned into shopping cen-

Officer, who pointed out that the park

Constable shot
dead by his
colleague in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July
police constable was shot dead
and two others injured when
one of his frenzied colleagues
opened fire from his Chinese
rifle at one stage of altercation
at a tea stall in Baghgona area
of Lalkhan Bazar in the city
this morning.

The dead was identified as
Mosharraf Hossain. Two other
injured constables Shahidul Is-
lam and Wahidul Islam were
admitted to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital (CMCH).

Constable Nasir Uddin Mol-
lah was arrested and sent to jail
after being produced in the
court.

Constables Mosharraf and
Nasir were taking tea at 9:30
am, police said. The cause of al-
tercation was not known. At
one stage Nasir opened fire
from his Chinese rifle Killing
Mosharral on the spot and in-
juring two others. police added.

Roundtable

[From page |

and “bad-planming™ as the rwo
main reasons for the present
environmental situnation.

The Building Construction
Act has to be amended and gov-
ernmment’'s various agencies
lhave to be reorganised to save
the environment from further
deterioration. he said.

Prof. Jamilur Rahman of
BUET described the situation as
disastrous. "There IS no neces-
sity of planning if it is not im-
plemented”.

Town planner Zahurul Hag
called upon the government an
the NGOs to create public
awareiess against environ-
mental pollution. Citizens'
groups should also be involved
in it, he said.

Lack of co-ordination
among various government de-
partments and agencies are also
responsible for deterioration of
the city's environment, he said.

Dr Toufig M Seraji. Manag-
ing Director of Sheltech and
President of Real Estate and
Housing Association, said cer-
tain laws should be amended to
check unplanned urbanisation,
which {s mainly responsible de-
terioration of the environment.

“Urbanisation is unavoid-
able, but it should be in sys-
tematic way.

Prof. Nazrul Islam of Dhaka
University said unplanned ur-
banisation is a problem not
only in Dhaka city but also in
other cities and towns. This can
not be solved without a gov-
ernment policy.

Prof. Golam Rahman, Presi-
dent of the Institute of Planning
suggested formation of a body to
monitor unplanned urbanisa-
tion and its effects on the envi-
ronment.

Prof. Sarwar Zahan regret-
ted that there is no policy on
urbanisation.

In his concluding speech,
Motiur Rahman said, besides
the government and NGOs, citi-
zens will have to play an impor-
tant role to protect the envi-
ronment in urban areas from
further pollution.
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