Rally

« Bangladesh Mukttjorltlhﬁ Sangsad will hold a rally to

protest the attempt on the Pritne Minister's life and the killing of
a journalist in Jessore. Venue: Central Shaheed Minar. Time:

3.00 pimn.

Discussion on dengu

€: Voluntary Health Services

Society (VHSS) has organised a discussion on ‘Prevention and
Control of Dengue fever. Venue: VHSS auditorium, 273, Baitul
Aman Housing Society, Road No 1. Adabar, Shyamoli. Time: 3

pm.

Meeting: An emerFr:ncy meeting of the Peace Movement

Against Terrorism (Son

rash Birodht Shanti Andolon) will be

held, Venue: CIRDAP auditorivnm. Chamell House, Topkhana

Road. Time: 4.30 pm.

Uttam Kumar Retrospective: zanir Rathan

Film Soclety will screen Khokababur Pratyabartan latarrlnF Ut-
tam Kumar and Sumita Sanyal). Venue: Indian High Commnis
auditorium, Road No 2, Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 6.1

sion
pin.

Seminar: Health For All (Shobar Jonnya Shasthya) will

hold a seminar on “Tonsillitis: Remedy

and Prevention.”

Speaker: Dr Md Badrul Haq. Venue: Ganoshasthya Nagar Hospi-

tal, House No 14/E, Road No 6, Dhanmondi R/A. Time: !

30 pm.

Uttam Kumar Retrospective: zahir Raihan
Film Society will screen Jhinder Bandi starring Uttam Kumar
and Arundhati Devi. Venue: Indian High Commission audito-
rium, Road No 2. Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 6:15 pm.

- Light rain likely

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by

temporary

1sty wind may occur at many
Dhaka, Sylhet and Chittagong divisions an
Barisal and Khulna divisions till 6 pm today, re

laces over Rajshahi.
at a few places over
ris UNB.

Day temperature may remain nearly unc 1anged over the
country during the period. Met office said.

The country

's highest temperature recorded yesterday wis

34 2 degree Celsius at Ishwardi and the lowest 24.5 degree Celsius

at Sylhet and Rangamati.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.43 pm and rises tomor-

row at 5.27 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns vesterday were:

City/Town

Max
Dhaka 33.7
Chittagong 32.6
Rajshahi 34.0
Khulna 338
Barisal 320
Sylhet 31.8
Cox's Bazar 32.0

Temperature
in Celsius

Humidity in
percentage

Min Morning Evening
273 80 68
247 73 81
272 88 9
25.5 80 70
255 80 83
24.5 91 77
253 78 73

By-polls tomorrow

EC bans meeting
around Jhalakati-2
constituency

Election Commission has
banned meeting or gathering in
and around Jhalakati-2 con-
stituency where by-election IS
being held on Monday, reports
UNB.

The restriction Is imposed
from Saturday midnight to
Monday midnight, saild an
Election Commission press re-
lease.

Violation of the restriction
will entall a maximum pun-
ishment of seven years rigorous
Imprisonment.

Anyone found engaged In
election activities or carrying
arms, move in motor cycle,
baby taxi, microbus, Leeln. pick -
up, car, bus, truck. tempo,
launch, engine boat or speed
boat during restricted period
will come under the mischief of
law.

The restrictions will how-
ever not be applicable to elec-
tion officlals, candidates, elec -
tion agents, newsmen, law en-
forcing agencies, ambulance,
fire service, power and gas.

FEMA to monitor
Jhalakati
by-polls

Fair Election Monitoring
Alliance (FEMA) has decided to
monitor the by-election of
Jhalakati-2 constituency, to be
held July 31, on a limited scale,
reports UNB.

Based on the information
received from its local chapter
as well as through scrutinising
recently the published news and
views, FEMA has decided to ob-
serve the by-election, a release
of the organisation said.

Dutch envoy

From page |

Both Khaleda Zia and Ben
Haas expressed their satisfac-
tion over the existing bilateral
relations between the two
countries and hoped that it
would further develop in the
days to come.

BNP Secretary-General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan and
Deputy Head of Mission of
Netherlands Embassy in Dhaka
Jan A. Maas were present on the
occasion.

[\ CWS
Professional hazards of

journalists identified

Journalists yesterday (den-
tifted absence of free access to
information, officlal spokes-
Eersuns and risk of life as the

ey prolessional hazards they
face, reports UNB.

The journalists were attend-
ing a meting of the Dhaka Re-
porters Unity (DRU) at its hall
room yesterday afternoon.

Chaired by DRU president M
Anwarul Haq, the meeting was
attended by different bodies of
journalists,

The meeting was told that
insecurity prevalls among
Jjournallsts especlally after the

ruesome Killing of Shamsur
Ealnnan in Jessore and some
recent police operations on
newsmen and frequent threats
by political and non-political

S.
m‘%-:vcn 10 years ago, we didn't
belleve that there were mafia
groups in the country. But the
murder of Shamsur Rahman
has proved than any journalist
can be killed, anytime, by the
mafia," sald Farid Hossain,
president of Overseas Corre-
spondents’' Assocliation,
Ba:llsgladcsh (OCAB).

conomic Reporters' Forum
President Syed Kamaluddin
sald reporters always become
easy prey. to vested Interest

oups. "There Is no protection
of the journalists.”

Cultural Reporters' Assocla-
tion President Rezanur Rahman
drew attention to how the
newsmen are being deprived
membership of Jatlya FPress
Club while Filmm Journalists
Assoclation President Rafiguz-
zaman talked about harass-
ment of newsmen,

Leaders of other journalist
bodies also narrated varlegated
hazards faced by them In dis-
charging their duties and de-
manded Insurance by the re-
spective uewspaﬁ:crs as they al-
ways work at risk.

Among others who addressed
the meeting were Alamgir
Hossain of Diplomatic Cor-
respondents' Assoclation,
Shawkat Mahmud of Commit-
tee to Protect Journalists,
Nadeem Qadir of OCAB, Mon-
warul Islam of DRU, Mujtaba
Danish of Sports Journalists
Assoclation, Shyamal Dutta of
Environmental Journalists As-
soclation, Parvez Khan and
Fakhrul Alam Kanchan of
Crime Reporters' Assoclation,
Monwarul Haq of Sports Jour-
nalists-Writers Community
and Zahid Newaz of IT Journal-
Ists Guild.
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Siddheswari Shudhi

Samaj, a

voluntary social

organisation, did not waste time at all yesterday in their
pursuit of the concerned personnel of municipal
authorities to come to their place with the anti-dengue
spraying drive. It has itself begun cleaning up the
surroundings as an effective prevention against the
dengue virus that has claimed quite a few valuable lives

so far.

— Star photo

HERE and THERE

National Youth

Council

The National Youth Council
of Bangladesh has been formed
at a meeting of the representa-
tives of youth-organisation re-
cently, says a press release.

Held at the auditorium of
Sena Kalyan Bhaban. the meet-
ing also formed a 10]-member
convening committee with
Faruk Ahmed as its convenor.

Lion Magsood Ahmed
Chowdhury has been elected
s.eicretary general of the Coun-
cil.

CJFD executives

The annual Feneral meeting
and election of the executive
committee of Chittagong Jour-
nalists’ Forum-Dhaka (CJFD)
was held in the city vesterday,
reports BSS.

The meeting was held at
Chittagong Samity Bhaban

5<% G Ao fasiel

with CJFD convenor Enamul
Hoque Chowdhury in the chair.

An ll-member executive
committee for the vear 2000-
2001 was formed in the meeting
with Enamul Hoque Chowd-
hury (BSS) Shaheenul Islam
Chowdhury daily Matribhumi
as its'president and general sec-
retary respectively.

The other office-bearers are:
Vice president — M Wahidullah
(Daily Azadi). treasurer
Mostafa Kamal (UNB), joint
secretary — Saiful Islam Dilal
(Prothom Alo), ofice and public-
ity secretary — Quazi Azam
(Sonali Barta), and members —
Shaymol Dutta (Bhorer Kagoj),
Anis Alamgir (Ajker Kagoj),
Probir Dasgupta (Janakantha),
Miltan Rahman (Rupali) and A
M Borhanuddin (Weekly Khelar
Asar).

A five-member advisory
committee was also formed
with Managing Editor of UNB
Mohiuddin Ahmed as Chair-
1iain.

City educational institutions
complete cleanliness drive

Different schools and col-
leges in the city have completed
cleanliness drive yesterday as a
precaution to prevent further
spread of dengue virus, reports
UNB L Al (

The 3-day drive that ehded
yesterday with the end of the
government declared holiday to
clean up the premises.

After the cleaning operation,
many schools and colleges in-
formed Dhaka City Corpora-
tion for fogging and larvaciding
of their premises.

Although many schools and
colleges were not closed during
this time due to on-going ex-
ams, the call for cleaning drive
received favourable response
among general people as well as
students.

Talking to UNB, headmas-
ters and principals of different
schools and culle%es in the capi-
tal appreclated the role of stu-

Continued from page 10

dents and authorities in the
cleaning operation.

Father Benjamin Costa,
Principal of Notre Dame Col-
lege said, “If each and every per-
son spontaneously cleans his or
her premises regularly, possi-
bility of many infectious dis-
eases spreading will be re-
duced.”

Shyamoli Nasreen Chowd-
hury, Principal of Udavan High
School said she got a huge re-
sponse from her students. DCC
Mayor Mohammad Hanif has
meanwhile said, "I hope every-
thing will be alright within a
week and the mosquito menace
will be brought under control if
the city dwellers continue their
help.”

Chief Health Officer of DCC
Dr Ashraf Uddin said they are
getting phone calls from the
schools and colleges for collec-
tion of garbage from their
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premises and larvaciding

BSS adds: A massive anti-
dengue awareness campaign
was launched on the Dhaka

University (DU) campus yester-

day through ‘bringing out of a
procession by the vice-chancel-
lor, faculty members and stu-
dents of the university.

They drive was initiated to
motivate the students to keep
the campus clean and lower the
risk of spread of the virus.

The procession, organised by
the Pharmacy Department and
Bangladesh Pharmacists Asso-
ciation, paraded the campus.

Alongside the awareness
drive, voluntary blood dona-
tion programmes for dengue
patients also began on the cam-
pus with the Department of Li-
brary Studies and Information
Science holding blood donation
camp under the historic banvan
tree on the campus
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Call for facing

challenges of
uneven WTO

agreement
By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a consultation
meeting yesterday observed
that global trade liberalisation
through World Trade Organisa-
tion (WTO) will have a negatlve
impact on the labour force of
the country.

They called upon all politi-
cal parties, labour organisa-
tions and consclous section of
the society to be united to face
the challenges of the uneven
agreement of WTO.

They were speaking al a con-
sultation meeting organised by
INCIDIN Bangladesh at CIRDAP
auditorium.

Jatlya Sramik Federation
president Abul Bashar, garment
workers leader Abdul Hossaln
and Shahidullah Chowdhury
and Dr Wazedul slam Khan
participated In the discussion
titled "World Trade Organisa-
tion: Trade Liberalisation and
Labour in Bangladesh.”

Govt urged to
ban politics
of religious

fanatics

Colonel Taher Sangsad ves-
terday urged the government to
impose a ban on politics of reli-
glous lanatics including those
of the war criminals of 1971,
reports BSS.

The Sangsad also called on
the people to build up a united
resistance against war crimi-
nals and 'religion traders' who
have been trying to undermine
the sprit of the War of Libera-
tion, democratic practice and
social progress.

The appeal came from a
meeting of the National Council
of the sangsad, named after vet-
eran freedom fighter Shaheed
Colonel Mohammad Abu
Taher, with its vice-president
Prof Anwar Hussain in the
chair.

The meeting decided to ob-
serve August 11 as "Khudiran
Dibas" in memory of Khudiram
Das, a legendary revolutionary
against
rule in India.

169 RU teachers
demand judicial
enquiry into
Ctg killings

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, July 29: Some
169 teachers of Rajshahi Uni-
versity in a statement today
condemned the Killing of eight
people in Chittagong and de-
manded judicial enquiry into
the incident to identity the real
culprits.

But, they said, the govern-
ment has waged a campaign
against the opposition political
parties centring the issue by
making provocative remarks.

Such irresponsible acts of
the government led to the dete-
rioration of law and order situ-
ation in the country, they
added.

The signatories include Ab-
dul Qadir Bhuiya, president of
Rajshahi University Teachers
Association, Mokhlesur Rah-
man, Dean of Arts Faculty, Ro-
biul Hossain, Dean of Law Fac-
ulty, former VC Yusuf Ali, for-
mer Pro-VC Altaf Hossain, and
K M Shahadat Hossain Mondal.
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He said BNP has decided 10
finalise the seat sharing issue
at best two months before the
election schedule Is announced,
And the party will give conces-
sion to its allies after confirm-
ing its single majority in the
next election.

Another BNP leader said the
party has already given two ma-
Jor commitments to its part-
ners. It has agreed to form an
electoral alllance and contest
polls unitedly and adjust seats
and accommodate the compo-
nent parties’

He sald, "We have to watch
who will be with us and who
will quit the alliance. There |s

I51 agriculturalists
condemn Ctg
Killings
By Staff Correspordent

Some 151 ag..culturalists
vesterday condemned the
killing of eight people in Chit-
tagong and a journalist in Jes-

sore and the attempt on the
Prime Minister's life

In a statement, they blamed
the killers of 1971 and 1975 for
these Incidents.

They demanded immediate
arrest and exemplary punish-
ment of those involved in the
helnous acts

The signatories include S
Tasaddek Ahmed., Md Nuruz-
zaman, M Aminul Islam.
Shanker Goswami. Nasrin
Akhter Litu, Dr Sarder Abul
Basher and GM Faruq Don

DCC Mayor says
Jamaat-Shibir
clique conspiring
to kill PM

Mayor of Dhaka Mohammad
Hanif vyesterday said the

| Jamaat-Shibir-Razakar clique

J

had allied themselves with the
Khaleda-Ershad duo to hatch a
deep-rooted conspiracy to kill
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

reports BSS.
Addressing a mammoth
rally at the historic Paltan

Maidan in the city organised by
the Jamaat-Shibir Resistance
Committee, he said the killers
of '71 and '75 together with the
Khaleda-Ershad duo were now
out with their evil design to
dash the hopes and aspirations
of the teeming millions by con-
swriug to kill Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina.

The Mayor said these
heinous forces being envious of
the success of Primme Minister
Sheikh Hasina both at national
and international levels and
also to save the killers of
Bangabandhu finally resolved
to kill her to grab state power
from the back door, a press re-
lease of the committee said

State Minister for Shipping
Mofazzal Hussain Chowdhury
Maya said the patriotic citizens
of the country including the fol-
lowers of Father of the Nation
would give a befitting reply to
the conspirators as they did
during the War of Liberation.
"We will no more tolerate the
heinous activities of the identi-
fled conspirators as they have
long been engaged in activities
subversive to the country's In-
terest,” he said
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' Sharing of seats

every possibility that Ershad
may quit and a Join hands
with the Awam| League. We will
share seats when we will be
convinced that no one will
leave the alliance.”

BNP is preparing itself for
achleving its target of single
majority in the next polls be-
cause It does not want to depend
on any one to form government
after the election. But the three
other parties, especially JP, are
trying 1o make [?ECP dependent
on them, he added.

JP sources sald the party is
planning to make itself a
“determining factor” so that ej-
ther BNP or Awami League has
o seck its help to form gov-
ernment after tﬁc election.

The party chief and other
policy makers had secret dis-
cussions with Jamaat and 10J
on some specific issues, espe-
cially to keep BNP always under
pressure, one source said,

JP will agree to participate
in the next general election
with BNP Il it agrees to allocate
100 seals to the party, a senjor
JP leader said. Otherwise, the
Ilarty will form a separate al-
lance with like minded parties
and contest the polls.

Asked about this. a BNP pol-
icy maker said, “The question
of allocating 100 seats to JP
does not arise at all because the
party does not have the strength
or capacity to win 25 to 30 seats
even it is allocated all the 300
secals.

He hoped that the alliance
partners would understand the
reality in the greater interest of
political stability, democracy
and welfare of the people. ;

Kashmir militants

From page |
foreign mercenaries opposed to
peace in Jammu and Kashmir
could try to sabotage the efforts
to restore peace followin
Hizbul's ceasefire offer ang
willingness for talks.

The high-level meeting yes-
terday evening was attended by
Home Minister L K Advani, De-
fence Minister George Fernan-
des, Army Chief V P Malik and
Home Secretary Kamal Pande.

AP adds: Kashmir's top sepa-
ratist leader welcomed New
Delhi's offer of unconditional
talks today and proposed si-
multaneous discussions with
India and Pakistan to solve the
knotted five decade dispute.

"The proposal reflects a
change and could be a step in
the right direction,” said Abdul
Ghani Bhat, the new chairman
of an umbrella group of organi-
sations seeking Kashmir's in-
dependence from India. "It will
certainly help resolve the
Kashmir dispute

‘We are ready to talk simul-
taneously to New Delhi and Is-
lamabad,” said Bhat, who heads
the All Party Hurrivat Confer-
ence. He said he had held unof-
ficial . discussions with some
Indian bureaucrats, confirming
reports that backdoor meetings
have been taken place 1o end the
| 1-year-old insurgency in the
Himalayan region

‘Our proposal is that four of
our representatives can talk to
New Delhi and three to Pak-
Istan simultaneously. so that a
propitious political climate
generates and we are able to
achieve peace and stability,
Bhat told The Associated Press
in an interview at his home

Bhat said the cease-fire call
was a "hasty step” and the sepa-
ratist groups would try to reach
d common position

"It has to be a collective ef-
fort we will sort it out,
said

he
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